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A Brief Guide to Havana’s “Underground”:

Paladares, Bed & Breakfasts, and Night Life

Ted Henken, Ph.D. (t_henken@yahoo.com; updated August, 2002)

Paladares (private restaurants)

Price:

$ = <$5

$$ = $5-$10
$$$ = $10-$15

$$$$ = >$15

Food quality:
( = OK
(( = Good
((( = Great

((((   = excellent

Service:

(= OK

((= Good
(((= Great

(((( = excellent

Atmosphere:
( = basic/dull
( = friendly
( = warm & inviting
(= luxurious

Hours:

( = 12-3, 7-12

(( = 12-12

((( = All hours

Other amenities:
(= Other foods
(= Taxi
( = Rent room

(= Stocked bar

Note: Within each section of the city, paladares are listed according to my overall personal preference, taking price, quality, service, atmosphere, and other amenities into account.  Remember that things often change without warning in Cuba’s private sector, so don’t be surprised if the place has closed down.  Discretion is the golden rule, but enjoy Cuba’s great generosity and hospitality!  Note: Recently, most telephone numbers in Havana have been lengthened to 7 digits.  A recording should give you the new info.  

El Vedado

  El Gringo Viejo: Calle 21 #454 % E y F; Omar; 32-6150; $$ (((( ((( ( (( (
A classy, original place that serves large portions of very good food.  It has a fully stocked bar and is very elegantly decorated.  The portions are large and the service is quick.  Open 1:00 p.m. ‘till 11:00 p.m.  Closed on Sundays.  The fish is excellent.  Highly recommended.

  El Hurón Azul: Humboldt # 153, Esq. P; Carlos; 79-1691; $$ (((( (((( ( (( 

Consistently quick, professional service, quality food, at very reasonable prices.  The place is a favorite of Cuban artists and intellectuals whose photos and artwork you will find on the walls.  If you are particularly tight on time or money, this place also serves great cajitas (boxed lunches) of the same food you will find inside for a fraction of the price (32-36 pesos or $1.50).  Bring a nylon (plastic bag).  Highly recommended.

  El Decameron: Linea #753 % 2 y Paseo; Niuska; 32-2444; $$$ ((( ((( (( (( ( (
A beautifully decorated restaurant with loads of plants and antique clocks.  Includes a beautiful waiting room with a full bar.  It also features an excellent eggplant appetizer.  Friendly and professional service.  

  Escorpión: Calle 17 #105 % L y M; Roberto; $$ (( (((( ( ((( 

The operators of this joint are extremely friendly and fast.  The food is very reasonably priced and quite tasty.  Very centrally located near the Focsa building, this is one of the few places open after midnight. 

  Doña Laura: Calle H % 21 y 23; Jaquline; $ (((( (((( ( ( 

This place is NOT a paladar.  However, it is likely Havana’s most popular and most economical punto fijo (a standing-room-only, porch-based, fast-food restaurant).  Your visit is sure to be memorable as the service is fast and friendly and the food is consistently good.  Places like this are mainly frequented by Cubans, but you money (23 pesos for a boxed lunch and a killer fruit milk-shake) will be gladly accepted.  They also serve croquet sandwiches for 5 pesos.  Open only for lunch on weekdays (11 a.m. to 4 p.m.).

  El Bistrot: Calle K #12 % 7ma y Malecon; Carmen; 32-2708; $$ (((( ((( ( (( (
This place has recently closed due to illness, but if you are lucky enough to catch the owners serving food you will not be disappointed.  All dishes are served in deep, juicy skillets giving the food a special flavor.  There is also an incomparable view of the Malecon from the balcony.  Try the ham or chicken. 
  La Palma: Jovellar #305 % M y N; Eloisa; 78-3488; $$ ((( ((( ( ((( (
An old home with a vine-covered courtyard dining area located near the University.  The staff is very friendly and the food is consistently good and served in large portions.  Don’t let a jinetero take you here as your price will jump by $5.  This place is actually a B&B so keep it in mind of you need a place to stay.

  El Recanto: Calle 17 #957 Apt 8 % 8 y 10; Pyty; 30-4396; $ (( (( ( (( (
This is one of the few places left that still charges in ‘Moneda Nacional.’  The pathway from the street to the roof, where you dine under a canopy, is as memorable as the fine Cuban Creole cuisine.  It has a nice bar.  Don’t be thrown off by the rundown entryway.  Located on the 2nd floor.  Closed Wednesdays.

  Juana La Cubana: Calle 17 #961 Apto. 7, e/ 8 y 10; Juana, of course; open noon to midnight

Located just two doors down from Recanto, this well-hidden paladar features quick service, low prices, and surprisingly large portions.  The room is cramped, but the cold air does wonders in Havana’s heat.  

  La Complaciente: Calle 15 % L y M; $$ ((( ((( ( (( 
A centrally located, simple patio restaurant with low prices, good food, & quick service.  You will learn what a solar is after dining here.  Be sure to try the smoked pork chops!!  Fix the price before you eat.  

  El Helecho: Calle 6 #203 % 11 y Linea; 31-3552; Barbarita or Josefa; $$ ((( ((( ( (( (
On my visit I was impressed with the menu, elegant atmosphere, and huge fern dominating the dining room (thus the name ‘el helecho’).  Closed Tuesdays.  Open other days until 10:30 p.m.  

  Los Amigos: Calle M # 253 % 19 y 21; $$ (( ((( ( (( (
Adjacent to the Focsa building in the Rampa area of Vedado.  It is a popular place with a simple yet appealing menu.  Head down the long corridor to the back.  Try the fish fillet or the Uruguayan pork.

  Amor: Calle 23 #759, 3rd floor, % B y C; Elda; 3-8150; $$$ ((( ((( ( ( (( (
Visually, this paladar is truly impressive.  You take an antique Otis elevator up to the 3rd floor of this high-ceilinged mansion.  It was temporarily closed in the spring of 2001 and by December ‘01 efforts to reopen had been unsuccessful.  Don’t miss the Peña on the first Sunday of each month from 2-6 p.m. on the roof.

  Casa Sarasua: Calle 25 #510 Apt 1 % H y I; Juan Bruno; 32-2114; $$ (( ((( ( (( 

This place is more of a private museum for antique swords and coins than a bustling paladar, but the atmosphere is pleasing and the food is pretty good.  It has a powerful air-conditioner, good to fight against those Cuban summers.  Located near the University.  

  El Jinete: Infanta #102 esq, 25; 78-2290; $$$ (( (( ( (( ( (
Hidden from view a little too well.  The food is good, but a bit overpriced.  Beware of jineteros.

  La Tasquita: Jovellar #160 % Espada y San Francisco; Aralicia; 79-8647; $$ (( (( ( (( (
Probably the smallest paladar in Havana.  Quaint and well designed, but the food is spotty.

  Marpoly: Calle K #154 % Linea y 11; 32-2471; $$$$ (((( ((( (( ((( ( ( ( (
  Doña Maricela: Calle 4 #310 % 13 y 15; 30-1342; $$$$ ((( (((( ( ((( ( ( ( (
These two places might be at the top of my list based on the luxury surroundings and the scrumptious menu selection, however, the prices are very high ($15-$20 per plate).  Reserve these two places for special occasions and if you want to combine an overnight or weekend visit since they both rent out 3-4 private rooms ($25-$35 per night).  They both also offer excellent seafood platters, full bars, a selection of wines, and just about anything else you might desire!!  However, it is unclear just how ‘private’ these establishments still are.  

  Union Francesa: 17 y 6; $$$$ ((( ((( ( (( ( (
This restaurant is not a true paladar.  Nominally, it is the French immigrant’s association and as such can skirt many of the paladar regulations on size and service.  It allows only ‘members’ to enter, but anyone with Yankee dollars qualifies automatically as a member.  Its three levels include a bar and restaurant on the roof.  The prices are quite steep but the atmosphere is appealing.  It’s across from “Parque Lennon?!” featuring a brand-new statue of John Lennon sitting on a park bench.  If you don’t eat here make sure to visit John, whose music was once banned in Cuba as a corrupting Western influence on Cuba’s youth.  However, Castro himself was present for the statue’s unveiling.  The times they are a changin’.

  Los Tres Mosqueteros: Calle 23 #607 % E y F; Omar; $$ (( (( ( ((( (
Very close to Amor, this place is on the balcony overlooking 23rd Street.  The family is friendly and the food comes quick.  The atmosphere is a bit dull and the lighting is bad.  The food is OK.

  El Capitolio: Calle 13 % 16 y 18; 3-4974; Julio and Adelfa; $$$ (( (( ( (( ( 
I found this place overpriced and quite plain, even if the food was good.  If a cabbie brings you here, make sure s/he does not try to get a commission as it will likely raise your price by $5 a plate. 

  Las 3B: Calle 21 % L y K; 32-9276; Miriam; $$ (( (( ( (( ( 
The name comes from its 3 most celebrated characteristics: Barato, Bueno y Bonito.  I have not eaten here, so can’t confirm this.  But give them a try.  There is a B&B next door and La Coppelia is across the street.

  Nerei: Calle 19 y L; $$ (( (( ( (( (
This paladar is in a very central location and is housed in an amazing old mansion with the tables set out on the porch.  The service seems slow, but there are often many diners.  

  Aries Paladar (Universidad #456 % J y L) & Restaurant de Oscar (off of Calle 25 % K y L)

Both places are located between the University and the Habana Libre.  Oscar offers cajitas.

  La Casa: Calle 30 #865 % 26 y 41; Nuevo Vedado; 81-7000; $$$ ((( ((( ( (( (
This is an elegant restaurant in the upscale neighborhood of Neuvo Vedado, near Plaza de la Revolución.

Centro Habana

  La Guarida: Concordia 418, % Gervasio y Escobar; Enrique; 62-4940; $$$((((((( ( ((
This paladar is housed in the very same apartment where the sensational film ‘Fresa y Chocolate’ was filmed.  The name, meaning ‘the hideout,’ is well chosen since the place is in the middle of non-touristy Centro Habana on the third floor of a building with no elevator.  The trip is well worth it, however, given the ruined elegance of the building, the exquisite decoration of the paladar, the quality of the food, the friendly service, and the reasonable prices ($9-$12 per plate, side dishes extra).  It is closed between 3 and 7 p.m., does not serve lunch on the weekends, and closes during June and July.  Reservations required as the place is often full to overflowing even after 11 p.m.  Highly recommended.

  Los Tres Chinitos (Italian Restaurant): Barrio Chino; $$ ((( ((( ( ((( (
  Los Tres Chinitos (Chinese Restaurant): Barrio Chino; $$$ ( ( ( ((( 
Both located on Dragones at #s 355 & 357 % Manrique y San Nicolas; 63-3388; Open 24 hours

Located in the heart of Havana’s Chinatown, these pair of restaurants are not strictly paladares, but ‘Chinese Societies,’ ostensibly for ‘members only.’  However, you and your dollars will be welcomed.  Strangely, the Italian restaurant is much better than the Chinese one and the prices are cheaper too.  They are very popular, so go early or make a reservation.

  Casa Isbel: Animas #661 % Lealtad y Escobar; 63-4656; $$ (((( ((( ( (( ( (
This is actually a former paladar that has recently reopened as a Bed & Breakfast, but it is one of the few places in working class Centro Habana that will impress you and your tastes.  Friendly and talented hosts.  

  Torresson: Malecon #27 % Prado y Cárcel; 61-7476; Omar Torres

Confirmed to be open for business in December 2001.

  Amistad de Lanzarote: Amistad # 211 % Neptuno y San Miguel; 63-6172

Confirmed to be open for business in December 2001.

  Arriba de la Bola: San Lazaro #258 near Italia; 63-5513

Confirmed to be open for business in December 2001.

  Adentro: Concordia % Gervasio y Escobar (just down the street from La Guarida)

  Las Delicias del Consulado: Consulado #309

  Doña Blanquita: Prado #158 % Colon y Refugio

  Bellamar: Virtudes #169 % Amistad y Industria

  Doña Rosario: San Lazaro #260 near Italia

I have not eaten in any of the above 8 paladares and cannot vouch for their food.  It is also possible that some of them have been closed down recently.  Call ahead if possible.

Habana Vieja

  Doña Eutimia: La Callejon de Chorro, Plaza de la Catedral; $$$ ((( ((( ( (( ( 

Climb up a maze of staircases in this ruined building.  You will find a small dining room with a unique view of Habana Vieja.  An adventure waiting for you just off the Plaza de la Catedral!

  La Julia: O’Reilly # 506-A % Bernaza y Villegas; 62-7438; Abel; $$ (( ((( ( (( 

A nice, family restaurant with good food and good prices located on a residential street of Habana Vieja.

  Sevillas: Obispo #455 % Aguacate y Villega; $$$ (( (( ( (( ( 
Located on a balcony overlooking the main drag of Obispo in Habana Vieja.  Pricey.

  El Rincón de Elegguá: Aguacate #257 % Obispo y Obrapia

This place is hit or miss with quick service but mediocre food and atmosphere.  Located ½ block off of Obispo in Havana Vieja. 

Miramar / Playa / Santa Fe

  La Cocina de Lilliam: Calle 48 #1311 % 13 y 15; 209-6514; $$ (((( (((( ( ( ( (
A tropical dream!  This place is located behind a high wall on an unassuming residential street in Playa.  It has a large, plant and tree-filled patio with tables spread out across the dining area in little, semi-private alcoves.  The food is terrific and imaginatively prepared and the atmosphere is romantic and truly unforgettable.  The prices are surprisingly low at between $8-$10 per dish.  It is often full and is closed on Saturdays.  Be warned that the strict hours of operation are just from 12–3 p.m. and 7–10 p.m.

  La Esperanza: Calle 16 #105, % 1a y 3a; 22-4361; $$$ ((( ((( ( ( (
Located just a half block from the “beach” in Miramar, this very elegant place is open only for dinner from 7:00 p.m. – 11:30 p.m.  The living and dining rooms are very respectfully decorated and the staff is exceedingly professional.  There is also a beautiful, plant-filled patio in the back.  The server will recite a long, original menu to you succeeding in getting your juices flowing.  Romantic.  Closed on Thursdays.

  La Fontana: Calle 3a #305 esq. Calle 46; 202-8387; $$$ ((( ((( ( (( ( ( (
A beautiful, extensive compound surrounded by a protective wall located in the shadow of the strange, rectangular-shaped tower of the Russian Embassy.  The food is good and the atmosphere is very appealing with vine covered arbors and ponds with goldfish.  There is an open grill and a traditional Cuban country bungalow (bohio) where you can eat.  There are also a host of wild animals on the premises, including a friendly pelican named Pablo.  The menu offers an extensive selection of foods.  

  Mi Jardín: Calle 66 #517 esq. 7ma B; 23-4627; $$ ((( (((( ( (( 

Located in a nice home in a very exclusive section of Miramar, this paladar is run by a very affable Mexican man from Michoacán.  It is one the only places you’ll find authentic (or any) Mexican food in Havana.  I recommend the chicken ‘mole poblano’ or the taquitos.  It also has excellent desserts. 

  El Laurel: 5ta #26002 %260 y 262; Santa Fe; 209-7767; $$ ((( (((( ( (( (
  El Canal VB & SA: 5ta. Ave. #26402 % 264 y 266; 209-8247; $$ ((( (((( ( (( (
Though both are located very far out at the western extreme of Havana (actually in the community of Santa Fe), these two paladares are must-sees.  Very similar to one another in menu, design, and atmosphere, they overlook the channel and Marina Hemingway.  They also both are set up on extensive patios and backyards leading from the houses to their private docks.  At El Laurel you can walk in and actually chose your spot to dine and the waiters will pull a table and chairs out of storage and set them up just for you.  Highly recommended and surprisingly cheap.  El Canal was closed in the summer of 2001 and has not reopened.  

  El Buganvil: Calle 190 #1501 e/ 15 y 17; 271-4791; Heriberto & Margarita; $$$(((((((( (
Hidden down at the end of a long, tunnel-like, tree-shaded street in the far west neighborhood of Siboney, this paladar lives up to its name as the dining area and neighborhood is full of vines and greenery.  The food is quite good and the prices surprisingly low.  If you want to have a real treat, call ahead a day or two and order the Lechón Asado, an entire rust suckling pig prepared in traditional Cuban style.  A minimum of six persons is required for this culinary adventure.

  Vistamar: 1a #2208 % 21 y 22; 203-8328

  El Palio: 1a % 22 y 23

These paladares are located within a block of one another overlooking the sea in Miramar.  Though they seem to be very upscale, I have not dined in either of them yet.

Guanabo (Playas del Este / Santa Maria del Mar)

  Piccolo Paladar: 5a Avenida % 502 y 504; 796-4300; $$ ((( ((( ( (( (
The perfect ‘pizzeria Italiana’ to dine after a long, sun-drenched day at the beach.  As the name indicates, this place specializes in Italian fare and offers pizzas, pastas, and good salads.  Nicely decorated inside with flags from around the world and posters from all over Italy.  The home itself is fascinating as it includes its own extensive garden from which much of the food comes.

Bed & Breakfasts

Price:

$ = $10-$15
$$ = $15-$25
$$$ = $25-$35

$$$$ = >$35

Room quality:
( = OK
(( = Good
((( = Great

((((   = excellent

Atmosphere:
(= OK

((= Good
(((= Great

(((( = excellent

Other amenities:
(= Luxurious
( = Food     (= Taxi
( = Air-conditioning
( = Telephone


( = Independent apartment
((((( = Number of rooms available

Note: It is very common for hosts to offer other amenities, such as more rooms for rent, than I have listed here.  Be sure to ask.  Also, though the prices in the rental business tend to range between $20-$30 for licensed, tax-paying hosts, these are often negotiable.  Breakfast is also commonly offered as part of the rental arrangement, with other foods sometimes offered at a discount to borders.  Be sure to check on this before setting a price.  Finally, some of these places may have lost their licenses since I visited.  Others were still in the process of getting a license when I visited.  In the tourism thick areas of Havana, the fixed tribute/tax is $250 and will likely go up to $300 per month in July, while the current $100 tax for other areas of the city is rumored to increase to $200.  Partly for this reason, there are also a lot of clandestine B&Bs which are not listed here for obvious reasons.  Sleep light & speak easy!  (I list a few places outside Havana.  Paladares and B&Bs are outlawed in Varadero, but ask around, “preguntando se llega a Roma!).  

El Vedado

  Julio & Leo (Calle 19 #376 apt. 15A % G y H; 32-8968) $$ ((((  (((( ((
Located just off 23rd on “G” (aka, Avenida de los Presidentes), this place is the envy of all my friends in Havana.  It has a 15th floor view of the sweeping western part of Havana including a good part of the Malecon.  Julio and Leo are great hosts and have great taste to which the many pieces of art and restored antique furnishings attest.  (Also available for rent in this building are 1B, 11B, 16B, 10A, & 13A).

  Carlos & Nelson (Calle E # 609 % 25 y 27; 32-7203) $$$ (((( (((( ( ( ( ( ((
A terrific second floor restored home just above 23rd near Grajales Park.  Breakfast is available for a bit extra and there are three rooms to chose from each with its own bathroom.  Theatre people through-and-through, Carlos and Nelson have re-decorated this place with a flair for style and have recaptured much of its past beauty.  The roof is filled with plants and provides a nice view &breeze on those hot Havana nights. 

  Mercedes (Calle 21 #360, Apt 2-A % G y H; 32-5846) $$ ((( ((( ( ( ( ((
This comfortable family home offers two well equipped bedrooms, each with its own very clean bathroom.  Mercedes works hard to keep her guests happy and has built up a solid reputation for her pampering. 

  Fernando & Luis (Calle 25 #1163 apt2, e/ 8y10; 30-6983; Margarita) $$((( ((( ((((
For those looking for a clean, private, well-equipped apartment of your own at a reasonable price this is for you (sblanco52@hotmail.com).  This one-bedroom apartment is comfortable and centrally located.  

  Melba (Calle 2 # 212 (altos) % Linea y 11; 32-5929) $$ (((( ((( ( ( ( ((
On the second floor of an old Vedado mansion, this family home offers three good-size rooms (one with its own balcony).  A world-class breakfast is also an option.  Other amenities are available. 

  Amparo & Roberto (Linea #53 % M y N, piso 2; 32-7003) $$ (( ((( ( ( ( ((
  Alicia (Linea #53 % M y N, piso 9; 32-8439) $$ ((( ((( ( ( ((
At the foot of Linea near the Maine Monument, U.S. Interest Section, and new José Martí “Protest-o-drome,” each of these two apartments a single bedroom for rent.  Breakfast can often be included in the deal.  Like most other B&B owner-operators, the hosts of these two homes are university educated professionals (two doctors and two university professors).  Food for thought and conversation. 

  Habitaciones Don Pepe (Calle 15 #58 % M y N; 32-6183) $$ ((( ((( ( ( ( ((
Just across the street from the above pair, you will find Don Pepe, a practicing doctor of sports medicine.  He runs a tight ship and is well known for his centrally located B&B.  Other amenities available.

  María Moreno Arias (Calle 21, #4 Apt 73 % N y O; 32-6293) $$ (((  ((( ( ( ((
  Manuela Caravajal Rodríguez (Calle 21, #4, Apt 1 % N y O; 32-8388) $$ (( (( ( ( ( ((
These two B&Bs are located in the same surprisingly elegant, neo-classic building directly in front of the Hotel Nacional.  Maria’s 4th floor apartment has one room (with an extremely comfortable bed) available for guests.  Down in the basement you will find Manuela &, next door, the very small apartment she rents. 

  MariaElena (Calle Jovellar #313 apto. 6, % M y N; 78-3887 o 29-6257) $$ (( (( ( ( ( ((
Another single apartment a block and a half from the university, this place comes equipped with a stocked kitchen, a small dining area, a small bedroom, and a smaller balcony overlooking busy Jovellar street.

  Perla (Nuevo Vedado; 29-7628) $$$$ (((( (( ( ( ( ( ( ( ((
This large, modern two story home has dedicated its entire first floor to its house-guests.  You actually enter the house unknowingly on the second floor and have to descend to the first.  There you will find three or four large nicely furnished rooms from which to choose, each with its own upscale bathroom.  Outside there is a wide back porch with a bar, a swimming pool, a fountain, and a large yard.  This place stands above many others with these amenities as it does with its $60 per night price tag.  Has parking-garage. 

  Jorge Felix Martínez (Calle 562 % 23 y 25; 3-7614) $$ (( (( ( ( ((
I haven’t visited this place so check it out for yourself. 

  La Palma (Jovellar #305 % M y N; Eloisa; 78-3488) $$ ((( ((( ( ( ( ((
  Doña Maricela (Calle 4 #310 % 13 y 15; 30-1342) $$$ (((( (((( (( ( ( ( ((
  Marpoly (Calle K #154 % Linea y 11; 32-2471) $$$ (((( (((( ( ( ( ( ( ((
These three places are described above in the Paladar section.  All three of them seem to have started out as paladares and moved into the B&B business recently.  All three offer between 2-4 rooms at relatively fair prices especially given the luxury found therein.  Both Dona Maricela and Marpoly offer a plethora of extra amenities including extensive menus, transportation, a parking garage, and much more.  La Palma is moderately priced while the other two tend to get quite expensive if your tastes run high.

Centro Habana

  Silvia (Calle Infanta #17 apto. 9, % 23 y Humboldt; 79-3130) $$$ (((( (((( ( ( ((
This is the perfect place to bring your mother.  I did and she loved the warm hospitality of the owner-operator couple Silvia and Miguel.  Their home is quite centrally located at the intersection of 23rd and Infanta where they run into the Malecon.  The bedroom has two double beds, a refrigerator, a large dresser and closet, and a powerful air-conditioner all at your disposal.  The bathroom is for your private use and always very clean.  The neighbors are friendly and if you need to practice your Spanish, Silvia will be happy to talk with you in her rapid Cuban Spanish, though her English is getting quite good.

  Casa Isbel (Animas # 661 % Lealtad y Escobar; 63-4656) $$ (((( (((( ( ( ( ((
Isbel is a very friendly former music professor who got into the B&B business recently after closing down the paladar she ran from her home.  Surprisingly for Centro Habana, her place is in mint condition especially since a fire nearly destroyed the house next door last year. You’ll find a very pleasant breezeway open to the sky, a comfortable living area with a bar where breakfast can be had.  The room is comfortable and has three beds to handle larger groups.  You can even ask Isbel to play a song for you on the piano.  

  Julio César: (Estrella #712 apt. 5 % Subirana y Francos; 32-8968) $$ ((( ((( ( ( ( ((
If you are looking for you own apartment and want to be located in Centro Habana midway between El Vedado and Habana Vieja check this place out.  Julio has a talent for decorating with taste and this 5th floor apartment shows it.  It features a phone, a new stove, a nice kitchen, and air-conditioning in the bedroom.  

  Manolo (Neptuno #970 1er piso, % Hospital y Aramburu; 79-9205) $$ (( ((( ( ( ( ((
A few years ago Manolo converted his second floor home into a Cuban barbacoa.  This means that he divided the back half of the place in two horizontally.  Given the original 18-foot ceilings this doubled his floor space.  Now he lives upstairs with his family and rents out the wide, comfortable downstairs. 

  Martín (Jovellar #110 apt13 % Espada y Hospital; 30-3637/ 78-7109) $$(((((( (((((
Located on the edge of Centro Habana near Infanta and the Malecon, this is a comfortable two bedroom apartment.  It is completely furnished and has air-conditioned rooms.  Your privacy will be respected. 

  Ilasema Pérez (San Fransisco 265 Apt #212 e/ Neptuno y S. Miguel; 867-5451) $$$(((((((
Ila, the intrepid owner of this establishment let me know of her business through the internet.  Who says Cuba is isolated from the rest of the world!  Ya no.  She offers a single room with a TV, stereo, phone, fridge, kitchen with stove, air conditioning, hot and cold water, and a balcony that opens onto the street.

  Ariel López (T.Blanco #252 % Asunción y Dren, Luyanó; 99-2875 ) $$ ((( ((( ( ( ((
A great out-of-the-way place great for a small group of friends of two couples.  Ariel and Maria are great hosts and very cultured.  This is a multi-lingual household full or former language teachers.  All amenities.  

Other cities
**For fast, efficient, relatively inexpensive bus travel

check out Viazul @ 81-1413**

Viñales

  Benito Rojas Matos (08-93261 Magdalena) $ ((( ((( ( ( ((
Benito and his wife are just about the nicest people you could hope to meet in this quaint little burgeoning tourist town.  The prices are low and the food is especially good, far superior than you can get in the few state restaurants in town.  The room is large and can accommodate anywhere from 2-5 people.

  María Antonia Díaz (Salvador Cisnero Interior #5 Apt 9) $$ ((( (( ( ( ((
Just a name I picked up at the bus terminal.  If Benito is full you might try here.

  Driver: Paco (93-6060 or 9-3717) Give him a call if you need a ride around town, to the mogotes and caves, to the beautiful Cayo Jutias, or just about anywhere else in the vicinity.

  Jardín Botánico – Jardin de las Hermanas Caridad y Carmen Miranda: 

(Calle Salvador Cisneros #5, at the turn in the road just as you leave the main drag)  This is an impressive garden with literally thousands of plants and fruits.  The typical tour ends with an opportunity to gorge oneself on all the fruits in the garden and write ones name permanently on the wall.  Be careful of the Tree of Knowledge in the center of the garden!  Also, keep an eye open for the baby dolls hanging all about!  

Santiago de Cuba

  Odalys Cardero (Moncada #222 % Habana y Maceo; 5-2349) $ (( (( ( ( ( ( ((
This place is in the old section of town, walking distance from most of the major sites.  The family is very friendly and the two rooms (one with two beds and one with one) are fine.  The bathroom is a bit tight.

  Nereyda (Garzon #310 Apt 1, % 1 y 2, Sta Barbara; 2-7598) $ (( ((( ( ( ((
One has access to a semi-private entrance and exclusive use of the bathroom.  The family is very friendly even if the bed is a bit too lumpy and the noise from the street is sometimes a bit too much.  Price is right.

Holguín

  Aurora Ferriol Arencibia (Marti #102 % Morales Lemus y Narciso; 46-1191) $ ( (( ( ( ((
Centrally located near the main square.  The large bedroom is equipped with a powerful air-conditioner.

Trinidad

  Pedro Aliz Pena (Gustavo Izquierdo #127 (Gloria) % Piro Guinari y Simon Bolivar; tel: 3025)

Surfing (the web) in Cuba

Access to the internet in Cuba for the visitor (and for the Cuban as well) is very limited.  I have only found one reliable ‘public’ access source: The Capitolio.  Here, you have two options.  You can enter the library on the south side from the front of the building and wait in a line (usually 30-45 minutes) to use one of the 5-6 computers.  This costs $5 an hour.  The server is quite slow by international standards.  You can also go in the main entrance and take a number at the Capitolio's 'Internet Café'.  This is the same price, but gives you the option of eating while you wait or even leaving for a while since your place in line is marked by your number, not your body.  There is rumored to be another internet café in Habana Vieja.  Ask around.  

Another location where internet access is rumored to be available is the in the library of the Centro Cultural de Espana on the Malecon near La Punta.  I have visited a number of times and always found the server to be down.  Service is free to members.  A final option is one of the many luxury hotels throughout Havana.  The Business Office of most major hotels provide internet access to both guests and visitors, but at steep prices.  For example, the Hotel Nacional has 4-5 fairly fast computers which can be used for $4 per each 15 minutes.  The Melia Cohiba (Vedado), Melia Habana (Miramar), Havana Libre (Vedado), and Inglaterra (Centro Habana) also provide this service at a similar price.  Good luck!

Havana Sights and Night Life

  ‘La Torre’ Bar and Restaurant (Focsa Building, Calle 17 % M y N, Vedado) The best panoramic view of Havana bar-none.  Have a drink here and take in the city and the Gulf Stream.

  Roof Bar of Hotel Ambos Mundos (Obisbo) Provides a great view of Habana Vieja.  You can combine a drink on the roof bar with a visit to Hemingway’s old room #511.

  Roof Bar of Museum of Natural History (Plaza de Armas) Provides a great view of the Harbor and offers good Piña Coladas, Mojitos, and Daiquiris all at a fair price.

  Casa de la Amistad (Paseo % 17 y 19, Vedado) Great live concerts are performed on Tuesday evenings starting at 9 pm.  Part of the $5 per person cover can be applied to drinks.  Dancing!!

  Casa de la Trova (San Lazaro # 661; 79-3373) This place is the real McCoy.  It has live Cuban folk music (son, trova, nueva trova, and feelin’) from Thursday thru Sunday evenings beginning at 7 p.m.  There is no bar or restaurant but drinks are welcome (BYOB).  It is free, but performers appreciate tips.

  El Hurón Azul (UNEAC) (Calle 17 y H, Vedado; 32-4551) This is the UNEAC (Union of Cuban Writers and Artists) cultural center.  It is housed in an old mansion and has a very attractive side patio where music is occasionally performed.  Catch the Bolero show (ballads) on Saturday evenings from 9 pm on.  Also be sure to catch the peña of Afro-Cuban dance and music on Wednesdays at 5 p.m.  Admission is $5 for foreigners/tourists.  In the back of the building there is also a “cinemateca / salon de video” where a variety of surprisingly recent films (many from the US) are shown.  Lifetime membership in the video club is 10 pesos (.50¢) and movies cost 2 pesos each (.10¢, yes, ten cents!).  Stop by to get a schedule of showings.  

  Callejón de Hamel (Off of San Lazaro % Animas y Soledad, Centro Habana; 78-1661) Catch the colorful murals and the Carnivalesque dance-jam here on Saturdays & Sundays.  Other activities during the week. 

  Casa de la Cultura de la Habana Vieja (Aguiar #509; 63-4860) Often over-crowded with many eager jinetero/as, this open-air dance patio in Habana Vieja has live music on most nights from 7 p.m. on.  The entrance fee is fairly cheap between $2-$3, and very cheap for Cubans since they pay just 2-3 pesos.  Drinks are served from two bars in the patio but watch out for 'false friends'.

  Casa de la Musica (Av 35 y Calle 20, Miramar; 24-0447) Run by Cuba’s national recording company Egrem, this place has excellent but pricey concerts and free afternoon jam sessions.

  El Comodoro (Calle 1 y 84, Miramar; 24-5551) Fashionable dance club with pricey drinks.

  El Tunel (10 de Octubre) Ask around La Coppelia as to the location of this ‘far out’ dance club that was originally designed to be a hide-out bunker when the Yankees attack.

  Papa’s (Marina Hemingway Disco) (West of Havana near Santa Fe; 24-6336) A great disco with a live floorshow and open dance floor.  The $10 per person cover includes all-you-can-drink!! 

  Piano Bar Delirio Habanero (Paseo y 39) On the third floor of the Teatro Nacional building on the Plaza de la Revolución, this place has live music and a variety show from Tuesday thru Saturday nights.  The $5 per couple cover can be applied to drinks from the bar.  The live music is good and the dance floor is open following the show.

  Jazz Café (in the shopping center across from Hotel Melia Cohiba) This place has great live jazz music on weekends and some week nights.  It has good food and drinks and there’s no cover except that you are required to spend $10 minimum per couple (consumo mínimo).

  Jazz Club La Zorra y El Cuervo (23rd y O, Vedado; 66-2402) Open nightly at 10 pm with a cover of $5.  Check the board outside to see what the line up holds for that evening.

  Amor’s “Peña de Elda” (Calle 23 #759, 3rd floor, % B y C; 3-8150) This place is located on the azotea (roof).  Hundreds of people jammed and jamming to good times Cuban son.  This musical celebration only takes place on first Sunday of each month from 2-6 p.m.

  El Gato Tuerto (Calle O % 17 y 19) Once a famous hang-out for Cuban poets and intellectuals, the ‘one-eyed cat’ is now a redone bar-restaurant catering to the tourist clientele issuing from the nearby Hotel Nacional.  Despite all this, it still has a great musical show that features some of Cuba’s classic boleros and sones.  Surprisingly, the drinks are not overpriced (the food?).

  Macumba Habana (Calle 222, esq. 37, La Coronela, La Lisa; 33-0568) Open every evening from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m.  The cover is normally $10 per person and on weekends this goes up to $15 per head.  This has become THE place to go out lately in Havana (of course, if you have dollars).  It can get a bit sticky with jineteras.  Drinks are priced above average, but the place is one of a kind with a memorable floorshow, a great ‘animador,’ and dancing ‘till the wee hours.

  El Cañonazo (La Cabaña; across the bay from Habana Vieja)  Each night at 9 p.m. Cuban soldiers reenact the colonial cannon firing that signaled the closing of the harbor.  Take a cab (and a significant other) over and try to catch the ferry boat back across the harbor.  $3-$5 fee. 

