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2004 Commercial Highlights
A sampling of some United States-based companies and their direct and indirect commercial relationships with non-United States-based companies that have commercial relationships with entities within the Republic of Cuba; and United States-based companies and their direct and indirect commercial relationships with entities within the Republic of Cuba; and other commercial relationships and commercially-relevant matters.

OFAC ADDS COMPANY TO SDN LIST- On 8 December 2004, the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., issued an addition to the list of “Specially Designated Nationals” or “SDNs.”  

	Treasury Identifies Cuban Online Travel; Agency Targeting American Tourists; Bush Administration’s Crackdown on Castro Castro e Continues

In another step against Fidel Castro's oppressive regime, the U.S. Department of the Treasury today identified the travel agency TOUR & MARKETING INTERNATIONAL LTD. as a National of Cuba.   "This travel provider is not only a generator of resources that the Cuban regime uses to oppress its people, but it also facilitates the evasion of U.S. sanction policy," said Juan Carlos Zarate, Treasury's Assistant Secretary for Terrorist Financing and Financial Crimes.  "Castro himself placed his military in charge of Cuba's travel industry earlier this year –reconfirming his urgent need for travel-related dollars to go directly to propping up his regime," Zarate continued.  TOUR & MARKETING INTERNATIONAL LTD. provides a means by which U.S. persons can travel to Cuba via hird countries by purchasing Cuba travel and tour services through the company's 60 Cuba-oriented websites, the most notable being www.gocubaplus.com.   TOUR & MARKETING INTERNATIONAL LTD. caters to U.S. citizens by asserting that it is not only Cuba's number one agency for American travelers, but also that it is able to serve all travelers – regardless of whether they have a Treasury-issued license to travel to the sanctioned country. In addition, the travel agency emphasizes that it is mandatory for U.S. citizens to use the company's online payment system.   TOUR & MARKETING INTERNATIONAL LTD. has five offices in Cuba, one in Spain, one in England and one in the British Virgin Islands. The company's principal and manager are either domiciled in Cuba or nationals of Cuba. TOUR & MARKETING INTERNATIONAL LTD. is the official tour operator representing the Government of Cuba's Agencia Receptora Ecotur S.A., one of Cuba's largest local agencies.  Persons subject to U.S. jurisdiction may not engage in any transactions with TOUR & MARKETING INTERNATIONAL LTD. unless authorized by the Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC). In addition, all property of TOUR & MARKETING INTERNATIONAL LTD. that is in the possession of persons subject to U.S. jurisdiction is blocked.

Today's action is part of the ongoing effort by the Bush Administration to choke off dollars streaming to the Castro regime and to make it more difficult for the Cuban government to harden its internal security and military infrastructure. These efforts are part of the Bush Administration's overall strategy to hasten the day when the people of Cuba can live free, democratic lives. Both in October 2003 and May 2004, President Bush announced stepped-up enforcement of U.S. laws prohibiting travel-related transactions with the island.   Treasury's identification of Cuban-controlled businesses furthers these efforts by cutting the designees out of the U.S. financial system, therefore keeping more hard currency from flowing into the coffers of Castro's regime. Today's action follows an October announcement by the Treasury identifying the electronic money transfer business, SERCUBA, as a national of Cuba.   With today's announcement, the Treasury Department has now taken action against 14 Cuban-controlled entities since President Bush's October 2003 statement.

	A Bulletin from the Office of Foreign Assets Control - December 8, 2004.  The following Cuban entity has been added to OFAC's SDN list (without the "a.k.a."s being listed as separate entries in this bulletin):  TOUR & MARKETING INTERNATIONAL LTD. (a.k.a. GO CUBA PLUS; a.k.a.  T&M INTERNATIONAL LTD.; a.k.a. WWW.ABOUTCUBA.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.BONJOURCUBA.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CIAOCUBA.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.CIGARSSUPERSTORE.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBAADVICE.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.CUBA-BARACOA.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-BAYAMO.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-CAMAGUEY.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-CAYOCOCO.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-CAYOGUILLERMO.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-CAYOLARGO.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-CAYOLEVISA.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-CAYOSABINAL.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-CAYOSAETIA.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-CAYOSANTAMARIA.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.CUBA-CHE.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-CIEGODEAVILA.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.CUBA-CIENFUEGOS.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-ECOTOURISM.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.CUBA-ELGUEA.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBAFIRST.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.CUBAFUN.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-GIRON.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-GRANMA.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-GUAMA.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-GUARDALAVACA.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-HAVANACITY.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-HEMINGWAY.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-HOLGUIN.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-ISLADELAJUVENTUD.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-JARDINESDELEREY.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.CUBA-LAHABANA.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-LASTUNAS.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.CUBA-MATANZAS.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBANBASEBALLTRAVEL.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.CUBANCULTURE.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-OLDHAVANA.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.CUBAONE.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-PINARDELRIO.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-SANCTISPIRITUS.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-SANTALUCIA.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.CUBA-SANTIAGODECUBA.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-SHOPPING.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.CUBA-SOROA.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBASPORTS.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-TOPESDECOLLANTES.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBATRAVELDIRECTORY.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.CUBA-TRINIDAD.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-VARADEROBEACH.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.CUBA-VILLACLARA.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBAVIP.COM; a.k.a. WWW.CUBA-WEATHER.COM; a.k.a. WWW.GOCUBA.COM; a.k.a. WWW.GOCUBA.CU; a.k.a.  WWW.GOCUBAPLUS.COM; a.k.a. WWW.IPIXCUBA.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.NO.GOCUBAPLUS.COM; a.k.a. WWW.REALESTATECUBA.COM; a.k.a.  WWW.TOURANDMARKETING.COM; a.k.a. WWW.VAMOSACUBA.COM), Ellen L. Skelton Building, 4th Floor, Fishers Estate, P.O. Box 3820, Road Town, Tortola, Virgin Islands, British; P.O. Box 24258, London, England SE9 1WS, United Kingdom; Hotel Acuario, Suite 3511, Marina Hemingway, Santa Fe, Playa, Havana, Cuba; Hotel Acuario, Suite 3541, Marina Hemingway, Santa Fe, Playa, Havana, Cuba; Hotel Acuario, Suite 3542, Marina Hemingway, Santa Fe, Playa, Havana, Cuba; Hotel Viejo y el Mar, Suite 6005, Marina Hemingway, Playa, Havana, Cuba; Calle 12 y Mar, Varadero Matanzas, Cuba; Calle Ramon Pino, No. 4, 38650, Los Cristianos, Arona, Tenerife, Spain [CUBA].  All of OFAC's SDN material has been updated accordingly.


Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons are individuals and entities located throughout the world that are blocked pursuant to the various sanctions programs administered by OFAC.  SDNs can be front companies, parastatal entities, or individuals determined to be owned or controlled by, or acting for or on behalf of, targeted countries or groups.  They also can be specially identified individuals such as terrorists or narcotics traffickers.  U.S. persons are prohibited from engaging in any transactions with SDNs and must block any property in their possession or under their control in which an SDN has an interest.  SDNs are designated primarily under the statutory authority of the Trading With the Enemy Act, the International Emergency Economic Powers Act, the Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act and the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Designation Act. Implementing regulations can be found in Chapter V, Title 31 of the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations.
OFAC ISSUES NEW REGULATIONS GOVERNING PUBLISHING ACTIVITIES- On 15 December 2004, the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., issued new regulations for publishing Republic of Cuba-related information: 
	The U.S. Department of the Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) today issued a new rule clarifying the extent to which publishing activities with persons in Cuba, Iran and Sudan are authorized, notwithstanding the U.S. embargoes against those countries. Today's action addresses a series of issues that have come to the attention of the Treasury during the past year.

"OFAC's previous guidance was interpreted by some as discouraging the publication of dissident speech from within these oppressive regimes. That is the opposite of what we want," said Stuart Levey, the Treasury's Under Secretary for the Office of Terrorism and Financial Intelligence (TFI). "This new policy will ensure those dissident voices and others will be heard without undermining our sanctions policy."

The new rule enables U.S. persons to freely engage in most ordinary publishing activities with persons in Cuba, Iran and Sudan, while maintaining restrictions on certain interactions with the governments, government officials, and people acting on behalf of the governments of those countries. The rule entails the issuance of general licenses in the Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 CFR part 515, the Iranian Transactions Regulations, 31 CFR part 560, and the Sudanese Sanctions Regulations, 31 CFR part 538. 

"Persons engaging in the activities authorized in the general licenses can do so without seeking permission from OFAC," said OFAC Director Robert Werner. "This rule provides clarity and promotes important policies aimed at the free exchange of ideas without undermining the national security objectives of these country sanctions."

Iran, Sudan, and Cuba are subject to U.S. sanctions under the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) and the Trading With the Enemy Act (TWEA) based on the threat they pose to the national security, foreign policy and economy of the United States. 

IEEPA and TWEA give the president the authority to impose sanctions in times of war or national emergency. These statutes are critical to U.S. interests with respect to dangerous regimes, terrorists, narcotics traffickers and the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Embargoes established under IEEPA and TWEA often prohibit persons under U.S. jurisdiction from providing goods or services to persons in sanctioned countries, unless authorized by OFAC. 

Economic sanctions against foreign states and groups whose actions pose significant threats to the United States are an integral part of our overall national security policy. OFAC is charged with implementing and administering the U.S. Government's economic sanctions programs to effectively put pressure on those posing such threats, while promoting real and positive change. 


SENATOR BAUCUS VISITS CUBA- The Honorable Max Baucus (D-Montana), ranking minority member of the Committee on Finance of the United States Senate and the Marketing, Inspection, and Promotion Subcommittee of the Committee on Finance of the United States Senate, visited the Republic of Cuba from 14 December 2004 through 16 December 2004.  Senator Baucus visited the Republic of Cuba in July 2000 and in September 2003.
CUBA RE-AUTHORIZES BEEF PRODUCT IMPORTS FROM CANADA- On 14 December 2004, the Ministry of Agriculture and Agri-Food of Canada reported that the government of the Republic of Cuba has re-authorized the import of Canada-origin beef products, and is expected to re-authorize the import of live cattle.
 

	OTTAWA, December 14, 2004 - The Government of Canada today announced that Cuba has agreed to re-open its border to a broad range of Canadian beef products. The agreement to resume trade follows extensive discussions between Canadian and Cuban animal health and food safety officials since the discovery of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) in Canada.  Effective immediately, Cuba will accept Canadian beef and beef products from cattle of any age with minor exceptions, such as mechanically separated meat, vertebral column, trimmings, and tissues derived from the head. Cuba has also agreed to accept Canadian pet food that does not contain meat and bone meal of ruminant origin. Building on this agreement, Canadian and Cuban officials hope to agree shortly on certification requirements that would permit the importation of live Canadian cattle.  "This is a very important gain for Canada. We continue to make progress internationally, and this agreement further demonstrates the level of confidence that our trading partners have in Canada’s human and animal health safeguards," said Agriculture and Agri-Food Minister Andy Mitchell.  Aside from providing immediate economic benefits to Canada, this agreement is important for Canadian exports of beef and beef products to all countries. Cuba joins a growing list of countries that have chosen to more closely align their import policies with the standards of the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE). These standards clearly state that BSE should not significantly impair trade where proper safeguards are in place, as is the case in Canada.  Cuba is a significant export market for Canada. In 2002, exports of Canadian beef and beef products to Cuba totalled more than $2.2 million. 


US$19.4 MILLION IN OCTOBER 2004 TSRA EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of October 2004 was US$19,965,058.00, of which US$19,402,481.00 consisted of agricultural products and food products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  
	In June 2002, Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million (actual US$138,634,784.00) and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million (actual US$256,901,471.00).  In 2003, representatives of Alimport projected that TSRA purchases in 2004 would be approximately US$320 million; however, in August 2004, representatives of Alimport increased the projection to US$440 million.


The government of the Republic of Cuba imported (not including transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees) from throughout the world, including from the United States, approximately US$709,979,366.00 in agricultural products and food products in 2003; US$608,548,665.00 in 2002; US$532,010,554.00 in 2001; and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  NOTE: Inclusion of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees, and continually presenting multi-year cumulative values and expected purchases in data is misleading, as the actual cost of goods sold, on a year-by-year basis, remains the meaningful value to be disseminated.  Transportation costs, when detailed, are important when considering the overall economic impact of exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, but should not be added to the value of products, as the result is an inflated value for products.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, among other products as “agricultural products.”   

	The United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, as agricultural products.   

	The United States Department of Commerce does not define “Cannulae and the like and part and accessories” as an agricultural product; a cannulae is a small tube that can be inserted into a narrow duct in the body or even something as small as a vessel.  This item, exported to the Republic of Cuba in April 2004, was licensed under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992.  In May 2004, “Medical Surgical Dental/Veterinary Furniture, NESOI” was reported as exported to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis.  This product was authorized under the CDA, not the TSRA.  In June 2004, “Cough and Cold Preparations, NESOI” was reported as exported to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis.  This product was authorized under the CDA, not the TSRA.

	The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and all agricultural products in calculating TSRA-authorized exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2003
	2004
	% Change
	2003
	2004
	% Change

	January
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%

	February
	US$9,036,856.00
	US$28,025,200.00
	+210.12%
	US$25,876,117.00
	US$57,156,611.00
	+120.89%

	March
	US$17,463,552.00
	US$59,098,113.00
	+238.41%
	US$43,339,669.00
	US$116,254,724.00
	+168.24%

	April
	US$24,574,122.00
	US$55,303,148.00
	+125.05%
	US$67,913,791.00
	US$171,557,872.00
	+152.61%

	May
	US$21,260,422.00
	US$32,753,883.00
	+54.06%
	US$89,174,213.00
	US$204,311,755.00
	+129.12%

	June
	US$12,915,745.00
	US$38,735,589.00
	+199.91%
	US$102,089,958.00
	US$243,047,344.00
	+138.07%

	July
	US$22,384,035.00
	US$29,981,917.00
	+33.94%
	US$124,473,993.00
	US$273,029,261.00
	+119.35%

	August
	US$12,802,131.00
	US$24,567,780.00
	+91.90%
	US$137,276,124.00
	US$297,597,041.00
	+116.79%

	September
	US$18,928,430.00
	US$8,223,910.00
	-56.55%
	US$156,204,554.00
	US$305,820,951.00
	+95.78%

	October
	US$23,721,360.00
	US$17,868,113.00
	-24.68%
	US$179,925,914.00
	US$322,110,501.00
	+79.02%

	November
	
	
	
	
	
	

	December
	
	
	
	
	
	


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the TSRA was reported in December 2001.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2004-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	January 2004
	US$30,280,169.00
	29th (of 202)

	February 2004
	US$27,621,918.00
	36th (of 214)

	March  2004
	US$60,459,205.00
	17th (of 218)

	April 2004
	US$55,232,424.00
	19th (of 222)

	May 2004
	US$33,202,590.00
	24th (of 223)

	June 2004
	US$39,874,688.00
	18th (of 225)

	July 2004
	US$30,695,375.00
	25th (of 225)

	August 2004
	US$27,101,085.00
	28th (of 226)

	September 2004
	US$10,242,033.00
	53rd (of 228)

	October 2004
	US$19,402,481.00
	41st (of 228)

	November 2004
	
	

	December 2004
	
	

	      Sub-Total 2004
	US$334,111,968.00

(1 January 2004 through 31 October 2004)
	23d (of 228)

	     Total 2003
	US$256,901,471.00
	35th  (of 219)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$733,967,129.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs.    

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	October 2004
	Year-To-Date

	0203221000
	Hams shoulders & cuts swine w/bone processed frzn
	Norfolk, VA
	US$57,507.00
	US$57,507.00

	0203221000
	Hams shoulders & cuts swine w/bone processed frzn
	Savannah, GA
	US$84,609.00
	US$229,969.00

	0203221000
	Hams shoulders & cuts swine w/bone processed frzn
	Tampa, FL
	US$255,793.00
	US$255,793.00

	0203221000
	Hams shoulders & cuts swine w/bone processed frzn
	Mobile, AL*
	US$298,092.00
	US$298,092.00

	0203292000
	Meat of swine, processed, frozen, nesoi
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$418,258.00

	0203292000
	Meat of swine, processed, frozen, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$59,208.00

	0207120040
	Chickens, whole, frozen, except young
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$411,252.00

	0207140010
	Leg quarters of chickens, frozen
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$423,666.00

	0207140010
	Leg quarters of chickens, frozen
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$613,528.00

	0207140010
	Leg quarters of chickens, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,021,640.00

	0207140010
	Leg quarters of chickens, frozen
	Mobile, AL*
	US$393,373.00
	US$32,308,705.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$279,714.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$166,680.00
	US$608,350.00

	0207140050
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	US$2,382,012.00
	US$6,322,054.00

	0207140090
	Meat of chickens, frozen, nesoi
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$112,320.00

	0207270090
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Tampa, FL
	US$84,000.00
	US$1,117,887.00

	0209000000
	Pig & poultry fat frsh chld frzn salted dried smkd
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$22,409.00

	0210011000
	Hams, shoulders &cuts, bone in , salted, drd, smkd
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$33,711.00

	0303390060
	Flat fish excl fillets/livers/roes; frozen, nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$12,855.00

	0402100000
	Mlk & crm cntd w/n swt powdr gran/slds nov1.5% fat
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$10,262,280.00

	0402100000
	Mlk & crm cntd w/n swt powdr gran/slds nov1.5% fat
	Mobile, AL
	US$2,066,033.00
	US$12,436,599.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$298,752.00

	0404100850
	Modified whey, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$14,300.00

	0406300000
	Cheese, processed, not grated or powdered
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$33,600.00

	0406901000
	Cheese, cheddar, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$44,961.00

	0407000040
	Birds’ eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	US$146,340.00
	US$331,020.00

	0407000040
	Birds’ eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Miami, FL
	US$170,090.00
	US$278,090.00

	0511995050
	Animal products nesoi, dead animals ch 1, inedible
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$22,792.00

	0702000050
	Tomatoes, fresh or chilled, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,516.00

	0703105000
	Onions and shallots, nesoi, fresh or chilled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$13,750.00

	0712202000
	Onion powder or flour
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$22,810.00

	0712904020
	Garlic powder or flour
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$24,912.00

	0713101000
	Peas, seeds of a kind used for sowing drd, shelled
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$348,490.00

	0713104040
	Yellow peas, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$2,400,787.00

	0713202000
	Chickpeas (garbanzos), except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$814,662.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$15,531.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,434,000.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Houston, TX
	
	US$1,365,000.00

	0806100000
	Grapes, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	US$35,116.00
	US$62,572.00

	0806200000
	Grapes, dried (including raisins)
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$116,121.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$165,032.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$39,338.00

	0808200000
	Pears and quinces, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	US$9,065.00
	US$9,065.00

	0904120000
	Pepper of the genus piper, crushed or ground
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$20,663.00

	0906200000
	Cinnamon & cinnamon- tree flowers, crushd or ground
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$3.578.00

	0909300000
	Seeds of cumin
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$11,232.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$345,006.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$53,336.00

	1001100090
	Durum wheat, except seed
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$1,070,482.00
	US$2,204,482.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed, nesoi
	New Orleans, LA
	US$2,940,242.00
	US$14,732,360.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	Houston, TX
	
	US$27,102,748.00

	1005902020
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 1, except seed
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$10,681,926.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 2 except seed 
	New Orleans, LA
	US$5,345,499.00
	US$29,003,353.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$7,784,810.00

	1005904041
	Popcorn unpopped, put up in microwaveable packages
	Mobile, AL*
	US$8,820.00
	US$8,820.00

	1006204020
	Rice, long grain, husked (brown)
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,279,187.00

	1006301020
	Rice, semi or wholly milled, parboiled, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$14,792.00

	1006301020
	Rice, semi or wholly milled, parboiled, long grain
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,155,051.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	US$10,038.00
	US$87,532.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$26,761,145.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Houston-Galveston, TX
	
	US$9,981,882.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$2,713,211.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$20,026,170.00

	1106300000
	Flour, meal & powder of the products of chapter 8
	Tampa, FL
	US$10,341.00
	US$10,341.00

	1107100000
	Malt, not roasted
	Houston, TX
	US$511,996.00
	US$511,996.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$5,086,125.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$16,207,904.00

	1208100000
	Flours and meals of soybeans
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$17,844,682.00

	1501000020
	Lard
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$106,996.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$1,983,986.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,644,100.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$9,385,072.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,676,000.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$8,638.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/fryn fats wholly Vegtlb oils edbl artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL**
	US$64,800
	US$232,900.00

	1602492000
	Swine meat nesoi boned/cooked cnd no cereal or veg
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$109,652.00

	1604206000
	Fish, prepared or preserved, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$22,311.00

	1605201025
	Shrimps and prawns, prepared, frozen, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$118,728.00

	1605201050
	Shrimps and prawns, prepared or preserved, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$6,400.00

	1702110000
	Lactose & lactose syrup cont 99% more lactse by wt
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$14,100.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$14,000.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$41,904.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$8,818.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$80,177.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$172,851.00

	1901909085
	Food preps, nesoi, wheat-flour-soya blends
	Houston, TX
	
	US$5,326,777.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$200,603.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$284,368.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$14,798.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL**
	US$26,598.00
	US$279,804.00

	2004108020
	Potatoes, French fried, frozen
	Mobile, AL*
	US$11,357.00
	US$11,357.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$253,206.00

	208111000
	Peanut butter
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$6,493.00

	2009904000
	Mixtures of fruit juices, unfermented
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$36,900.00

	2101200020
	Soluble/instant tea/mate cont no sugar/cereal/etc
	Tampa, FL
	US$36,015.00
	US$36,015.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$48,401.00

	2103909070
	Mixed condiments and mixed seasonings
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$54,709.00

	2103909090
	Sauces and preparations therefore, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$209,843.00

	2103909090
	Sauces and preparations therefore, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$4,240.00

	2104100020
	Soups, broths and preparations thereof, dried
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$80,061.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	New York, NY***
	
	US$361,931.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Norfolk, VA
	US$127,031.00
	US$893,191.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$128,924.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, nesoi, canned
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$139,184.00

	2106907090
	Edible preps, not canned/frzn, n/cont sugar, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$20,388.00

	2202100020
	Carbonated soft drinks, contng aspartame/saccharin
	Tampa, FL
	US$5,996.00
	US$5,996.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,120.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$30,816.00

	2202903600
	Single fruit/veg juice forti w/vitmin n/concentrd
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$32,736.00

	2202909090
	Beverages nonalcoholic nesoi excl fruit/vegt juice
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$47,076.00

	2204214000
	Grape wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs 2l or less
	Mobile, AL*
	US$16,840.00
	US$69,349.00

	2204290020
	Grape wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol contrs ov 2 liters
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$16,450.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$15,212,287.00

	2306900000
	Vegetable oilcake & solid residue nesoi w/nt grnd
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$1,293,582.00
	US$2,465,948.00

	2309901010
	Pet food put up for retail sale ex dog & cat food
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$12,994.00

	2835250000
	Calcium hydrogenorthophosphate (dicalc phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$2,081,856.00

	3004909176
	Cough and cold preparations, nesoi
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$15,348.00 (1)

	3100000000
	Fertilizers a fert materials
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$121,920.00

	3100000000
	Fertilizers a fert materials
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$1,080,750.00

	3504001000
	Protein solids
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$182,942.00

	3505100040
	Modified starches derived from corn (maize) starch
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$11,780.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$532,259.00

	4407100046
	Pitch pine etc lumber, n/trtd rough, ex finger-joint
	Mobile, AL*
	US$25,323.00
	US$93,382.00

	4407100047
	Pitch pine etc lumber, n/trtd rough, ex finger-join
	Tampa, FL
	US$6,165.00
	US$112,403.00

	4407100047
	Pitch pine etc lumber, n/trtd rough, ex finger-join
	Mobile, AL*
	US$124,677.00
	US$124,677.00

	4407100053
	Pine, nesoi,lumber,not trtd/rough,ex finger-jointed
	Mobile, AL*
	US$713,517.00
	US$1,025,912.00

	4407990045
	Yellow poplar wood, lumber, rough
	Mobile, AL*
	US$664,686.00
	US$995,536.00

	4416003020
	Casks, barrels, hogsheads, used, assembled, wood
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$150,394.00

	4416003020
	Casks, barrels, hogsheads, used, assembled, wood
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$54,214.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$75,327.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$44,310.00

	4703210040
	Chem wdpulp sulfate ex disslvng gr conif, bleached
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$53,627.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,661,182.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$11,479.00

	4802575055
	Ppr/pbrd unctd nov 10% mech nesoi 40-150g/m2 sheet
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$479,000.00

	4811592000
	Prnting paper, not blechd wt <15x36x15cm
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$25,309.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$166,555.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$239,766.00
	US$2,522,912.00

	6305330000
	Sack & bag for pkg good mmade mat polyethylene
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$36,720.00

	8517505000
	Telephon app, carr-current line or digital line sys
	New York, NY***
	
	US$7,740.00

	8703230060
	Vehicles, nesoi, new, eng exc (1500-3000cc)(4-6cyl)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$16,130.00

	8703230090
	Used vehicles, engine (1500-3000cc), nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$118,099.00

	8703240010
	Ambulances, hearses & prison vans >3,000 cc
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$8,500.00

	9018390030
	Bougies, catheters, drains & sondes & pts & access
	Miami, FL**
	US$29,767.00
	US$29,767.00 (1)

	9018390050
	Cannulae and the like and part and accessories
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$2,650.00 (1)

	9018907080
	Electro-medical inst & appliances & parts, nesoi
	Maimi, FL**
	US$3,410.00
	US$3,410.00 (1)

	901920000
	Ozone, oxygen, etc therapy, respiration apparatus, pt
	Los Angeles, CA
	
	US$4,443.00 (1)

	9209920000
	Pts & accessories for musical inst of heading 9202
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,270.00

	9402900020
	Medical surgical dental/veterinary furniture, nesoi
	Los Angeles,

CA
	
	US$66,062.00 (1)

	9406008090
	Prefabricated buildings, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$400,000.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$965,273.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	US$29,840.00
	US$585,006.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Buffalo, NY*****
	
	US$130,411.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Tampa, FL
	US$350,000.00
	US$404,732.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$65,968.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Detroit, MI****
	
	US$25,000.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$26,585.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Miami, FL**
	US$35,424.00
	US$247,088.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Houston, TX
	
	US$202,527.00

	9802300000
	All wearing apparel, donated for relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,143.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	New York, NY***
	
	US$36,408.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$1,156,370.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$171,587.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$20,000.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	US$114,136.00
	US$2,402,344.00

	9809005000
	Shipments under $20,001, not identified by kind
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$20,840.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$19,965,058.00
	US$341,250,669.00


	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.   **While the reporting district is Miami, Florida, the shipping port does not include Miami, Florida, but does include Jacksonville, Florida; and can include airline charter/airline cargo from Miami International Airport.  ***The New York reporting district includes ports in New Jersey; and can include John F. Kennedy International Airport (charter flights).  **** The Detroit, Michigan reporting district means that the products were transported by ground to Canada and then to the Republic of Cuba.  *****The Buffalo, New York, reporting district means that the products were transported by ground to Canada and then to the Republic of Cuba.  (1) Exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992, which re-authorized the export of healthcare products to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis, cash only, with end-use restrictions.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2004 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2004

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$33,329.00

	9704000000
	Postage or revenue stamps, first day covers
	Boston, MA
	US$2,562.00

	9801001065
	Goods in heading 8703 returned after being exported
	Tampa, FL
	US$4,000.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$39,891.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN OCTOBER 2004- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in October 2004 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2004 October
Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of October 2004 TSRA Exports
To Cuba

	1
	Corn
	US$5,345,499.00
	27.55%

	2
	Poultry (chicken)
	US$2,942,065.00
	15.16%

	3
	Wheat
	US$2,940,242.00
	15.15%

	4
	Powdered Milk
	US$2,066,033.00
	10.64%

	5
	Wood (pitch pine, pine, yellow poplar)
	US$1,502,880.00
	7.74%

	6
	Vegetable Oil Cake
	US$1,293,582.00
	6.66%

	7
	Durum
	US$1,070,482.00
	5.51%

	8
	Hams
	US$696,001.00
	3.58%

	9
	Malt
	US$511,996.00
	2.63%

	10
	Eggs
	US$316,430.00
	1.63%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest TSRA Exports to Cuba
	US$18,685,210.00
	96.25%


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 2 December 2004 to 9 December 2004 and 25 November 2004 to 2 December 2004, included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

2 December 2004 To 9 December 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	95,400

metric tons
	148,000

metric tons
	273,700

metric tons
	155,800

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,200

metric tons
	5,500

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	5,000

metric tons
	
	10,400

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	165,400
metric tons
	45,000

metric tons
	98,200

metric tons
	135,600

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	30,000

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	21,800

metric tons
	53,200

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	30,000

metric tons
	35,000

metric tons
	
	31,500

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	7,000

metric tons
	
	
	14,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	15,000

metric tons
	13,800

metric tons
	100

metric tons
	16,200

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	700

running bales
	
	3,100

metric tons
	1,700

running bales
	

	Totals
	352,800 metric tons; 900 bales
	256,800 metric tons
	409,400 metric tons;3,100 bales
	407,200  metric tons;1,700 bales
	


	

25 November 2004 To 2 December 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	70,400

metric tons
	150,000

metric tons
	273,700

metric tons
	155,800

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,200

metric tons
	5,500

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	5,000

metric tons
	
	10,400

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	165,400
metric tons
	89,000

metric tons
	98,200

metric tons
	93,100

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	30,000

metric tons
	35,000

metric tons
	21,800

metric tons
	33,900

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	30,000

metric tons
	35,000

metric tons
	
	31,500

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	7,000

metric tons
	
	
	14,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	10,000

metric tons
	100

metric tons
	100

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	700

running bales
	400

running bales
	3,100

metric tons
	1,700

running bales
	

	Totals
	322,800 metric tons; 700 bales
	309,100 metric tons;400 bales
	409,400 metric tons;3,100 bales
	349,600  metric tons;1,700 bales
	


US$10.2 MILLION IN SEPTEMBER 2004 TSRA EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of September 2004 was US$10,777,103.00, of which US$10,242,033.00 consisted of agricultural products and food products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  
	In June 2002, Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million (actual US$138,634,784.00) and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million (actual US$256,901,471.00).  In 2003, representatives of Alimport projected that TSRA purchases in 2004 would be approximately US$320 million; however, in August 2004, representatives of Alimport increased the projection to US$440 million.


The government of the Republic of Cuba imported (not including transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees) from throughout the world, including from the United States, approximately US$709,979,366.00 in agricultural products and food products in 2003; US$608,548,665.00 in 2002; US$532,010,554.00 in 2001; and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  NOTE: Inclusion of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees, and continually presenting multi-year cumulative values and expected purchases in data is misleading, as the actual cost of goods sold, on a year-by-year basis, remains the meaningful value to be disseminated.  Transportation costs, when detailed, are important when considering the overall economic impact of exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, but should not be added to the value of products, as the result is an inflated value for products.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, among other products as “agricultural products.”   

	The United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, as agricultural products.   

	The United States Department of Commerce does not define “Cannulae and the like and part and accessories” as an agricultural product; a cannulae is a small tube that can be inserted into a narrow duct in the body or even something as small as a vessel.  This item, exported to the Republic of Cuba in April 2004, was licensed under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992.  In May 2004, “Medical Surgical Dental/Veterinary Furniture, NESOI” was reported as exported to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis.  This product was authorized under the CDA, not the TSRA.  In June 2004, “Cough and Cold Preparations, NESOI” was reported as exported to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis.  This product was authorized under the CDA, not the TSRA.

	The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and all agricultural products in calculating TSRA-authorized exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2003
	2004
	% Change
	2003
	2004
	% Change

	January
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%

	February
	US$9,036,856.00
	US$28,025,200.00
	+210.12%
	US$25,876,117.00
	US$57,156,611.00
	+120.89%

	March
	US$17,463,552.00
	US$59,098,113.00
	+238.41%
	US$43,339,669.00
	US$116,254,724.00
	+168.24%

	April
	US$24,574,122.00
	US$55,303,148.00
	+125.05%
	US$67,913,791.00
	US$171,557,872.00
	+152.61%

	May
	US$21,260,422.00
	US$32,753,883.00
	+54.06%
	US$89,174,213.00
	US$204,311,755.00
	+129.12%

	June
	US$12,915,745.00
	US$38,735,589.00
	+199.91%
	US$102,089,958.00
	US$243,047,344.00
	+138.07%

	July
	US$22,384,035.00
	US$29,981,917.00
	+33.94%
	US$124,473,993.00
	US$273,029,261.00
	+119.35%

	August
	US$12,802,131.00
	US$24,567,780.00
	+91.90%
	US$137,276,124.00
	US$297,597,041.00
	+116.79%

	September
	US$18,928,430.00
	US$8,223,910.00
	-56.55%
	US$156,204,554.00
	US$305,820,951.00
	+95.78%

	October
	
	
	
	
	
	

	November
	
	
	
	
	
	

	December
	
	
	
	
	
	


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the TSRA was reported in December 2001.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2004-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	January 2004
	US$30,280,169.00
	29th (of 202)

	February 2004
	US$27,621,918.00
	36th (of 214)

	March  2004
	US$60,459,205.00
	17th (of 218)

	April 2004
	US$55,232,424.00
	19th (of 222)

	May 2004
	US$33,202,590.00
	24th (of 223)

	June 2004
	US$39,874,688.00
	18th (of 225)

	July 2004
	US$30,695,375.00
	25th (of 225)

	August 2004
	US$27,101,085.00
	28th (of 226)

	September 2004
	US$10,242,033.00
	53rd (of 228)

	October 2004
	
	

	November 2004
	
	

	December 2004
	
	

	      Sub-Total 2004
	US$314,709,487.00
	22nd (of 225)

	     Total 2003
	US$256,901,471.00
	35th  (of 219)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$714,564,648.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs.    

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	September 2004
	Year-To-Date

	0203221000
	Hams shoulders & cuts swine w/bone processed frzn
	Savannah, GA
	US$145,360.00
	US$145,360.00

	0203292000
	Meat of swine, processed, frozen, nesoi
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$418,258.00

	0203292000
	Meat of swine, processed, frozen, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$59,208.00

	0207120040
	Chickens, whole, frozen, except young
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$411,252.00

	0207140010
	Leg quarters of chickens, frozen
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$423,666.00

	0207140010
	Leg quarters of chickens, frozen
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$613,528.00

	0207140010
	Leg quarters of chickens, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,021,640.00

	0207140010
	Leg quarters of chickens, frozen
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$31,915,332.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$279,714.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$180,290.00
	US$441,670.00

	0207140050
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,940,042.00

	0207140090
	Meat of chickens, frozen, nesoi
	Savannah, GA
	US$112,320.00
	US$112,320.00

	0207270090
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Tampa, FL
	US$144,000.00
	US$1,033,887.00

	0209000000
	Pig & poultry fat frsh chld frzn salted dried smkd
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$22,409.00

	0210011000
	Hams, shoulders &cuts, bone in , salted, drd, smkd
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$33,711.00

	0303390060
	Flat fish excl fillets/livers/roes; frozen, nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$12,855.00

	0402100000
	Mlk & crm cntd w/n swt powdr gran/slds nov1.5% fat
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$10,262,280.00

	0402100000
	Mlk & crm cntd w/n swt powdr gran/slds nov1.5% fat
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$10,370,566.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$298,752.00

	0404100850
	Modified whey, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	US$14,300.00
	US$14,300.00

	0406300000
	Cheese, processed, not grated or powdered
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$33,600.00

	0406901000
	Cheese, cheddar, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$44,961.00

	0407000040
	Birds’ eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	US$86,400.00
	US$184,680.00

	0407000040
	Birds’ eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Miami, FL
	US$51,840.00
	US$108,000.00

	0511995050
	Animal products nesoi, dead animals ch 1, inedible
	Mobile, AL*
	US$22,792.00
	US$22,792.00

	0702000050
	Tomatoes, fresh or chilled, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,516.00

	0703105000
	Onions and shallots, nesoi, fresh or chilled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$13,750.00

	0712202000
	Onion powder or flour
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$22,810.00

	0712904020
	Garlic powder or flour
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$24,912.00

	0713101000
	Peas, seeds of a kind used for sowing drd, shelled
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$348,490.00
	US$348,490.00

	0713104040
	Yellow peas, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$2,400,787.00

	0713202000
	Chickpeas (garbanzos), except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$814,662.00
	US$814,662.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$15,531.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,434,000.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Houston, TX
	
	US$1,365,000.00

	0806100000
	Grapes, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$27,456.00

	0806200000
	Grapes, dried (including raisins)
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$116,121.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$165,032.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$39,338.00

	0904120000
	Pepper of the genus piper, crushed or ground
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$20,663.00

	0906200000
	Cinnamon & cinnamon- tree flowers, crushd or ground
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$3.578.00

	0909300000
	Seeds of cumin
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$11,232.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$52,142.00
	US$345,006.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$53,336.00

	1001100090
	Durum wheat, except seed
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$1,134,000.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed, nesoi
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$11,792,118.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	Houston, TX
	
	US$27,102,748.00

	1005902020
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 1, except seed
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$10,681,926.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 2 except seed 
	New Orleans, LA
	US$3,077,332.00
	US$23,657,854.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$7,784,810.00

	1006204020
	Rice, long grain, husked (brown)
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,279,187.00

	1006301020
	Rice, semi or wholly milled, parboiled, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$14,792.00

	1006301020
	Rice, semi or wholly milled, parboiled, long grain
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,155,051.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$77,494.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$26,761,145.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Houston-Galveston, TX
	
	US$9,981,882.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$2,713,211.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$20,026,170.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$5,086,125.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$16,207,904.00

	1208100000
	Flours and meals of soybeans
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$17,844,682.00

	1501000020
	Lard
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$106,996.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	Norfolk, VA
	US$1,983,986.00
	US$1,983,986.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,644,100.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$9,385,072.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,676,000.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$8,638.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/fryn fats wholly Vegtlb oils edbl artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$168,100.00

	1602492000
	Swine meat nesoi boned/cooked cnd no cereal or veg
	Tampa, FL
	US$109,652.00
	US$109,652.00

	1604206000
	Fish, prepared or preserved, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$22,311.00

	1605201025
	Shrimps and prawns, prepared, frozen, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$118,728.00

	1605201050
	Shrimps and prawns, prepared or preserved, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$6,400.00

	1702110000
	Lactose & lactose syrup cont 99% more lactse by wt
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$14,100.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$14,000.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Norfolk, VA
	US$8,856.00
	US$41,904.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$8,818.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$80,177.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$172,851.00

	1901909085
	Food preps, nesoi, wheat-flour-soya blends
	Houston, TX
	
	US$5,326,777.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	US$13,019.00
	US$200,603.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$284,368.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$14,798.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL**
	US$26,488.00
	US$253,206.00

	208111000
	Peanut butter
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$6,493.00

	2009904000
	Mixtures of fruit juices, unfermented
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$36,900.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$48,401.00

	2103909070
	Mixed condiments and mixed seasonings
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$54,709.00

	2103909090
	Sauces and preparations therefore, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$209,843.00

	2103909090
	Sauces and preparations therefore, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$4,240.00

	2104100020
	Soups, broths and preparations thereof, dried
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$80,061.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	New York, NY***
	
	US$361,931.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Norfolk, VA
	US$136,296.00
	US$766,160.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$128,924.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, nesoi, canned
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$139,184.00

	2106907090
	Edible preps, not canned/frzn, n/cont sugar, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$20,388.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,120.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$30,816.00

	2202903600
	Single fruit/veg juice forti w/vitmin n/concentrd
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$32,736.00

	2202909090
	Beverages nonalcoholic nesoi excl fruit/vegt juice
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$47,076.00

	2204214000
	Grape wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs 2l or less
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$52,509.00

	2204290020
	Grape wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol contrs ov 2 liters
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$16,450.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$15,212,287.00

	2306900000
	Vegetable oilcake & solid residue nesoi w/nt grnd
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$581,563.00
	US$1,172,366.00

	2309901010
	Pet food put up for retail sale ex dog & cat food
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$12,994.00

	2835250000
	Calcium hydrogenorthophosphate (dicalc phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	US$485,030.00
	US$2,081,856.00

	3004909176
	Cough and cold preparations, nesoi
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$15,348.00 (1)

	3100000000
	Fertilizers a fert materials
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$121,920.00

	3100000000
	Fertilizers a fert materials
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$1,080,750.00

	3504001000
	Protein solids
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$182,942.00

	3505100040
	Modified starches derived from corn (maize) starch
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$11,780.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$532,259.00

	4407100046
	Pitch pine etc lumber, n/trtd rough, ex finger-joint
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$68,059.00

	4407100047
	Pitch pine etc lumber, n/trtd rough, ex finger-join
	Tampa, FL
	US$106,238.00
	US$106,238.00

	4407100053
	Pine, nesoi,lumber,not trtd/rough,ex finger-jointed
	Mobile, AL*
	US$211,285.00
	US$312,395.00

	4407990045
	Yellow poplar wood, lumber, rough
	Mobile, AL*
	US$90,245.00
	US$330,850.00

	4416003020
	Casks, barrels, hogsheads, used, assembled, wood
	Tampa, FL
	US$4,953.00
	US$150,394.00

	4416003020
	Casks, barrels, hogsheads, used, assembled, wood
	Mobile, AL*
	US$54,214.00
	US$54,214.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$75,327.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$44,310.00

	4703210040
	Chem wdpulp sulfate ex disslvng gr conif, bleached
	Tampa, FL
	US$27,389.00
	US$53,627.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Tampa, FL
	US$1,040,188.00
	US$4,661,182.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$11,479.00

	4802575055
	Ppr/pbrd unctd nov 10% mech nesoi 40-150g/m2 sheet
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$479,000.00

	4811592000
	Prnting paper, not blechd wt <15x36x15cm
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$25,309.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$166,555.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$312,703.00
	US$2,283,146.00

	6305330000
	Sack & bag for pkg good mmade mat polyethylene
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$36,720.00

	8517505000
	Telephon app, carr-current line or digital line sys
	New York, NY***
	
	US$7,740.00

	8703230060
	Vehicles, nesoi, new, eng exc (1500-3000cc)(4-6cyl)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$16,130.00

	8703230090
	Used vehicles, engine (1500-3000cc), nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$101,099.00
	US$118,099.00

	8703240010
	Ambulances, hearses & prison vans >3,000 cc
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$8,500.00

	9018390050
	Cannulae and the like and part and accessories
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$2,650.00 (1)

	901920000
	Ozone, oxygen, etc therapy, respiration apparatus, pt
	Los Angeles, CA
	
	US$4,443.00 (1)

	9209920000
	Pts & accessories for musical inst of heading 9202
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,270.00

	9402900020
	Medical surgical dental/veterinary furniture, nesoi
	Los Angeles,

CA
	
	US$66,062.00 (1)

	9406008090
	Prefabricated buildings, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$400,000.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$965,273.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	US$24,211.00
	US$555,166.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Buffalo, NY*****
	
	US$130,411.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$54,732.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$65,968.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Detroit, MI****
	
	US$25,000.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$26,585.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Miami, FL**
	US$83,465.00
	US$211,664.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Houston, TX
	
	US$202,527.00

	9802300000
	All wearing apparel, donated for relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,143.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	New York, NY***
	
	US$36,408.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$1,156,370.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$171,587.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	San Juan, PR
	US$20,000.00
	US$20,000.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	US$306,295.00
	US$2,288,208.00

	9809005000
	Shipments under $20,001, not identified by kind
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$20,840.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$10,777,103.00
	US$321,285,611.00


	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.   **While the reporting district is Miami, Florida, the shipping port does not include Miami, Florida, but does include Jacksonville, Florida; and can include airline charter/airline cargo from Miami International Airport.  ***The New York reporting district includes ports in New Jersey; and can include John F. Kennedy International Airport (charter flights).  **** The Detroit, Michigan reporting district means that the products were transported by ground to Canada and then to the Republic of Cuba.  *****The Buffalo, New York, reporting district means that the products were transported by ground to Canada and then to the Republic of Cuba.  (1) Exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992, which re-authorized the export of healthcare products to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis, cash only, with end-use restrictions.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2004 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2004

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$33,329.00

	9704000000
	Postage or revenue stamps, first day covers
	Boston, MA
	US$2,562.00

	9801001065
	Goods in heading 8703 returned after being exported
	Tampa, FL
	US$4,000.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$39,891.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN SEPTEMBER 2004- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in September 2004 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2004 September 
Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of September 2004 TSRA Exports
To Cuba

	1
	Corn
	US$3,077,332.00
	30.04%

	2
	Soybean Oil
	US$1,983,986.00
	19.37%

	3
	Newsprint
	US$1,040,188.00
	10.15%

	4
	Chickpeas
	US$814,662.00
	7.95%

	5
	Vegetable Oil Cake
	US$581,563.00
	5.67%

	6
	Decalcium Phosphate
	US$485,030.00
	4.73%

	7
	Peas
	US$348,490.00
	3.40%

	8
	Wood (pine, yellow poplar)
	US$317,523.00
	3.10%

	9
	Cotton
	US$312,703.00
	3.05%

	10
	Poultry (chicken)
	US$296,610.00
	2.89%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest TSRA Exports to Cuba
	US$9,258,087.00
	90.39%


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 18 November 2004 to 25 November 2004, 11 November 2004 to 18 November 2004, 4 November 2004 to 11 November 2004, 28 October 2004 to 4 November 2004, 21 October 2004 to 28 October 2004, 14 October 2004 to 21 October 2004, included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

18 November 2004 To  25 November 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	70,400

metric tons
	150,000

metric tons
	273,700

metric tons
	155,800

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,200

metric tons
	5,500

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	5,000

metric tons
	
	10,400

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	176,000
metric tons
	89,000

metric tons
	87,600

metric tons
	93,100

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	10,000

metric tons
	35,000

metric tons
	21,800

metric tons
	33,900

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	30,000

metric tons
	35,000

metric tons
	
	31,500

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	7,000

metric tons
	
	
	14,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	10,100

metric tons
	
	100

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	700

running bales
	400

running bales
	3,100

metric tons
	1,300

running bales
	

	Totals
	313,500 metric tons; 700 bales
	309,000 metric tons;400 bales
	398,800 metric tons;3,100 bales
	349,600  metric tons;1,300 bales
	


	

11 November 2004 To 18 November 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	55,400

metric tons
	150,000

metric tons
	247,400

metric tons
	155,800

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,200

metric tons
	5,500

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	5,000

metric tons
	
	10,400

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	176,000
metric tons
	89,000

metric tons
	87,600

metric tons
	93,100

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	10,000

metric tons
	35,000

metric tons
	21,800

metric tons
	33,900

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	30,000

metric tons
	35,000

metric tons
	
	31,500

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	7,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	10,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	5,000

metric tons
	
	100

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,100

running bales
	400

running bales
	2,900

metric tons
	1,300

running bales
	

	Totals
	293,400 metric tons; 1,100 bales
	314,000 metric tons;400 bales
	372,500 metric tons;2,900 bales
	344,700  metric tons;1,300 bales
	


	

4 November 2004 To 11 November 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	96,100

metric tons
	150,000

metric tons
	221,900

metric tons
	155,800

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,200

metric tons
	5,500

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	5,000

metric tons
	
	10,400

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	196,000
metric tons
	100,000

metric tons
	66,600

metric tons
	82,100

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	19,000

metric tons
	35,000

metric tons
	11,000

metric tons
	33,900

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	30,000

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons
	
	16,500

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	7,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	
	5,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	5,000

metric tons
	
	100

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,000

running bales
	700

running bales
	2,900

metric tons
	1,000

running bales
	

	Totals
	363,100 metric tons; 1,000 bales
	345,000 metric tons;700 bales
	315,200 metric tons;2,900 bales
	313,700  metric tons;1,000 bales
	


	

28 October 2004 To 4 November 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	55,400

metric tons
	175,000

metric tons
	221,900

metric tons
	128,300

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,200

metric tons
	5,500

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	5,000

metric tons
	
	10,400

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	170,000
metric tons
	100,000

metric tons
	66,600

metric tons
	82,100

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	19,000

metric tons
	40,000

metric tons
	11,000

metric tons
	15,300

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	50,000

metric tons
	
	16,500

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	10,000

metric tons
	
	5,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	1,000

metric tons
	
	14,900

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,400

running bales
	700

running bales
	2,400

metric tons
	1,000

running bales
	

	Totals
	254,400 metric tons; 1,400 bales
	375,000 metric tons;700 bales
	315,100 metric tons;2,400 bales
	267,600  metric tons;1,000 bales
	


	

21 October 2004 To 28 October 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	50,400

metric tons
	175,000

metric tons
	221,900

metric tons
	128,300

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,200

metric tons
	5,500

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	145,000
metric tons
	100,000

metric tons
	66,600

metric tons
	82,100

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	9,000

metric tons
	40,000

metric tons
	11,000

metric tons
	15,300

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	35,000

metric tons
	
	16,500

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	5,000

metric tons
	
	10,000

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,400

running bales
	400

running bales
	2,400

metric tons
	1,000

running bales
	

	Totals
	214,400 metric tons; 1,400 bales
	355,500 metric tons;400 bales
	310,000 metric tons;2,400 bales
	262,700  metric tons;1,000 bales
	


	

14 October 2004 To 21 October 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	45,400

metric tons
	125,000

metric tons
	202,800

metric tons
	128,300

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,200

metric tons
	5,500

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	145,000
metric tons
	80,000

metric tons
	66,600

metric tons
	77,300

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	9,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	11,000

metric tons
	15,300

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	35,000

metric tons
	
	16,500

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	
	
	5,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	5,000

metric tons
	
	10,000

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,900

running bales
	400

running bales
	1,900

metric tons
	1,000

running bales
	

	Totals
	209,400 metric tons; 1,900 bales
	265,000 metric tons;400 bales
	290,900 metric tons;1,900 bales
	257,900  metric tons;1,000 bales
	


FROMMERS UPDATES REPORT ON CUBA- On 10 November 2004, Frommer’s Cuba provided an update on information relating to the Republic of Cuba:
	What's New: An Online Update for Frommer's Cuba
Destinations: Havana, Santiago de Cuba, Vinales, Matanzas Province, Varaderos, El Oriente 
Activities: Tips and Resources 
Author: Eliot Greenspan

	September 2004 -- In 2004, the Bush administration stepped up its pressure on curtailing travel to Cuba by virtually eliminating the granting of license applications for educational and people-to-people exchange programs, while also limiting the right of Cuban-Americans to visit the island. However, these policies are widely perceived as an effort to garner short-term political gain amongst the Cuban-American population in the key electoral state of Florida. Many observers feel that no matter who wins the 2004 election, the travel restrictions will most likely be lifted sometime in 2005.

	Cuban authorities have been cracking down on tourists bringing in DVDs and DVD players. They have even been confiscating a certain percentage of laptop computers equipped with DVD players, although owners can pick them up upon departure.

	The departure tax has been raised to $25, which must be paid in cash at the airport upon your departure.

	As we went to press, the Horizontes hotel chain ceased operations. There's a consolidation process going on, and no one is yet sure who will remain standing. It looks like everything will soon fall under the control of Cubanacán and/or Gaviota. Look out for name changes at former Horizontes properties (i.e., Horizontes Hotel Vedado may become Cubanacán Hotel Vedado, or simply Hotel Vedado), but phone numbers should remain the same; as for websites, it's too soon to tell.

	Havana: The lovely Hotel Raquel on Calle Amargura, at the corner of San Ignacio (tel. 7/860-8280; www.habaguanex.com), is one of the newest additions to the Habaguanex chain, housed in a beautifully restored old building with impressive marble floors and a stunning stained-glass atrium lobby.  The former Novatel Coralia Miramar hotel is now the Occidental Miramar, Avenida 5, between Calles 78 and 80, Miramar, Playa (tel. 7/204-3584; www.occidental-hoteles.com). Aside from the name and management company, little else has changed at this luxurious business-class hotel.  During my last visit, La Torre (tel. 7/832-5650) was closed for remodeling. Rumor had it that longstanding chef Frank Pecol had left as well, and it's unclear if, when, and in what form the hotel will reopen.  Taberna de la Muralla, set on a corner of Plaza Vieja (tel. 7/866-4453), is an excellent new brewpub and casual restaurant.  The newest entry in the world of live music clubs is the Jazz Club Irakere, Calle A no. 314, between Avenidas 3 and 5, Miramar (tel. 7/206-4219).

	Viñales & Western Cuba: Horizontes has added 20 new rooms apiece at their Cayo Levisa and Maria La Gorda hotels.  On Cayo Largo del Sur, the Barcelo Cayo Largo (tel. 45/24-8080; www.barcelo.com) is the newest resort to open, while word has it that the Sol Meliá group is planning to build a super-luxurious Paradisus resort here as well.

	Varadero & Mantanzas Province: The new luxury Gran Lido Varadero (tel. 45/66-7200) has gotten off to a rocky start, since soon after opening, the Jamaican Superclubs chain was forced to relinquish its management contract, turning the hotel over to Gaviota, a Cuban company. As of press time they still have no website or any means of taking direct bookings, although travel agents are selling packages here.  The former LTI Varadero Beach Resort is now the Maritim Varadero Beach Resort (tel. 45/66-8822; www.maritim.de). Little besides the name has changed here.  La Comparsita, Calle 60 and Avenida 3 (tel. 45/66-7415), is an excellent new club in Varadero featuring nightly cabaret shows and concerts.

	Trinidad & Central Cuba: The large and luxurious Meliá Cayo Santa María (tel. 42/35-0500;www.solmeliacuba.com) is the newest place to stay in la Cayería del Norte, the string of cayes north of Santa Clara.  The Cienfuegos Yacht Club, Calle 35, between Calles 8 and 10 (tel. 432/55-1275), has been beautifully restored and now features a working marina, as well as several restaurants and bars.

	Camagüey & the Northeastern Coast: In the Jardines del Rey area, the Parque Natural El Bagá; (tel. 33/30-1063) is an interesting new complex that features a series of nature trails and lookouts through mangroves, litoral forest, and on raised platforms over lagoons, as well as a small reconstruction of an ancient indigenous village, with periodic live shows of local actors engaged in recreations of Taíno dances.  In Camagüey, El Ovejito, Plaza del Carmen, Calle Hermanos Aguero between Onda and Carmen (tel. 32/29-2524), is an excellent new restaurant specializing in lamb dishes.

	El Oriente: With 944 rooms, the new Playa Pesquero (tel. 24/3-0530; www.gaviota-grupo.com) is the largest hotel in Cuba.  The former Breezes Costa Verde is now called simply Playa Costa Verde (tel. 24/3-0520; www.gaviota-grupo.com), after the Jamaican Superclubs chain was forced to relinquish its management contract.  Hotel Escuela Telégrafo, Calle José Antonio Saco 108 (tel. 23/425510; www.ehtgr.co.cu), is a new training hotel in downtown Bayamo.  In downtown Baracoa, the Hostal La Habanera (tel. 21/4-5273) is an excellent new hotel option.

	Santiago de Cuba: The newly refurbished Gran Hotel Escuela (tel. 22/65-3020; www.granhotelstgo.cu) is a comfortable option in the heart of downtown being run as a training school.  While a little further from the downtown, the recently restored Hotel Libertad (tel. 22/62-7710; www.islazul.cu) is also a good choice, just off Plaza de Marte.


OFAC UPDATES SPECIALLY DESIGNATED NATIONAL LIST FOR CUBA- On 25 October 2004, the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., issued an addition to the list of “Specially Designated Nationals” or “SDNs.”  

	The following Cuban entity has been added to OFAC's SDN list (without the "a.k.a." being listed as a separate entry in this bulletin): SERCUBA (a.k.a. WWW.SERCUBA.COM), Libertad s/n, e/ Honorato del Castillo y Maceo, Ciego de Avila, Cuba; Gral. Gomez #105 e/ Maceo e Independencia, Camaguey, Cuba; Calle 29 #5218 e/ 52 y 54 Edif. Cimex, Cienfuegos, Cuba; Calle 6 #408 esq. 3ra. Ave. Miramar Playa, La Habana, Cuba; Edif. Las Novedades altos Ave. Frank Pais e/ Segunda y Aven. Figueredo. Rpto. Jesus Menendez. Bayamo, Granma, Cuba; Crombet s/n e/ Los Maceos y Moncada, Guantanamo, Cuba; Frexes #216 e/ Maceo y Martires, Holguin, Cuba; Ave. 1ro. De Mayo s/n. Moa, Holguin, Cuba; Vicente Garcia #28 e/ Julian Santana y Francisco Vega, Tienda La Nueva, Las Tunas, Cuba; Calle 40 esq. Playa. Varadero, Matanzas, Cuba; Calle Ayuntamiento e/ Medio y Rio, Matanzas, Cuba; Gerardo Medina #633, Pinar del Rio, Cuba; Independencia #171 Sur, altos, Sancti Spiritus, Cuba; Felix Pena #565 e/ Jose A. Saco y Aguilera, Santiago de Cuba, Cuba; Carretera Central Km. 298 Banda Esperanza, Villa Clara, Cuba; Calle 39 e/ 30 y 32 Altos del Servi Cupet "El parque", Isla de la Juventud, Cuba [CUBA].


Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons are individuals and entities located throughout the world that are blocked pursuant to the various sanctions programs administered by OFAC.  SDNs can be front companies, parastatal entities, or individuals determined to be owned or controlled by, or acting for or on behalf of, targeted countries or groups.  They also can be specially identified individuals such as terrorists or narcotics traffickers.  U.S. persons are prohibited from engaging in any transactions with SDNs and must block any property in their possession or under their control in which an SDN has an interest.  SDNs are designated primarily under the statutory authority of the Trading With the Enemy Act, the International Emergency Economic Powers Act, the Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act and the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Designation Act. Implementing regulations can be found in Chapter V, Title 31 of the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations.
U.S. CONSULTANT REPORTS CUBA GOVERNMENT COMPANIES “FREE” AS U.S. COMPANIES- On 8 October 2004, a Washington, D.C.-based consultant delivered a presentation, “Doing Business In Cuba And Lessons Learned” at an event in Tampa, Florida.  He stated that Republic of Cuba government operated companies (Corporacion Cimex S.A., Cubalse S.A., Cubanacan Corporacion S.A., Grupo de Turismo Gaviota, ITH, TRD, Caribe, and Caracol) “operate as free from day-to-day Government control and oversight as any private sector firm in any country in the world.”  The consultant continued, “But they only have one shareholder; the Government of Cuba.  If they make their profit targets and operate with acceptable margins, they keep going.  If they do not, people are fired, new management is inserted, and changes are made.  What could be more capitalistic than this?” 

	The consultant delivered a similar statement on 19 September 2000 before the Washington, D.C.-based United States International Trade Commission (ITC), a portion of which follows:

	“CIMEX [Republic of Cuba government-operated Corporacion Cimex S.A.] and all these entities I mentioned operate as free from Government control and oversight as any private sector firm in any country in the world. They borrow on the international financial markets for their own account, they are audited by leading Western accounting firms, and they are flexible to undertake any business deal they want.” 


An individual familiar with the statements and the consultant, said, “I never understood that Cuba government-owned companies including Cimex, Cubanacan, Gaviota, Habanos, Cubana, etc., which exist in a centrally-planned economy, operate so similarly to General Electric, General Motors, Microsoft, Target, Time Warner, and other United States-based companies.  Gaviota, for example, is owned by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Cuba.  The statements by the consultant are astonishing in their ignorance- most important, however, is the motive behind the statements… to whom was the consultant seeking to cur favor?”

U.S. CONSULTANT MISTATES CDA HEALTHCARE PRODUCT EXPORT REQUIREMENTS- On 8 October 2004, a Washington, D.C.-based consultant delivered a presentation, “Doing Business In Cuba And Lessons Learned” at an event in Tampa, Florida.  The consultant stated that the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992, which re-authorized the direct export of healthcare products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, required United States-based companies to “provide certification to the U.S. Government of the end user- which patient is consuming which pills or being examined by which medical machine.  This condition has proven to be insurmountable.”  The statement is not correct.  The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., and the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., do not require the information espoused by the Washington, D.C.-based consultant.  

	According to the BIS: “You must describe here [Commerce Department Multipurpose Application Form BXA-748P] or in the attached letter of explanation the on-site verification/monitoring arrangements you have made to ensure that the items are routed to, and used by, those intended. This should include the name of the party doing the monitoring, the frequency of monitoring and who will retain records of monitoring. The monitoring entity options include, but are not limited to, monitoring by the applicant, religious or charitable groups, western diplomats or international nongovernmental groups. The monitor must keep records of the on-site inspections and make them available to U.S. Government authorities upon request. Records must be retained for five years from the date of export.”

	“Items requiring a license are subject to a general policy of denial, except as follows: (1) Medicines and Medical Devices.  Applications to export medicines and medical devices as defined in part 772 of the EAR will generally be approved, except: (i)  To the extent restrictions would be permitted under section 5(m) of the Export Administration Act of 1979, as amended (EAA), or section 203(b)(2) of the International Emergency Economic Powers Act; (ii)  If there is a reasonable likelihood that the item to be exported will be used for purposes of torture or other human rights abuses; (iii)  If there is a reasonable likelihood that the item to be exported will be reexported; (iv) If the item to be exported could be used in the production of any biotechnological product; or (v)  If it is determined that the United States government is unable to verify, by on-site inspection or other means, that the item to be exported will be used for the purpose for which it was intended and only for the use and benefit of the Cuban people, but this exception shall not apply to donations of medicines for humanitarian purposes to a nongovernmental organization in Cuba.”


United States-based companies have exported, under license from the BIS, substantive quantities of medical equipment, medical instruments, medical supplies, and pharmaceuticals to the Republic of Cuba since 1992.

MINISTER OF BASIC INDUSTRY, DIRECTOR OF CUBANIQUEL, REPLACED- On 14 October 2004, H.E. Marcos Portal Leon, Minister of Basic Industry of the Republic of Cuba, and in August 2004, Mr. Angel Roberto Hernandez, Director of Republic of Cuba government-operated Cubaniquel, were fired by the Council of State of the Republic of Cuba due to having become “too self-reliant” and “erratic” management and “underestimating the opinions of other experienced colleagues.”  Minister Portal was replaced by Mrs. Yadira Garcia Vera, a chemical engineer, and a member of the Politburo of the Communist Party of the Republic of Cuba.  Minister Portal was considered a protégé of management of Toronto, Canada-based Sherritt International Corporation (2003 revenues approximately US$590 million), which has direct or indirect investments in and/or operates nickel plus cobalt mining plants, power generation plants, oil exploration, agricultural (vegetable growing and soy processing), and hotels located throughout the Republic of Cuba.  

	Power generation and power delivery problems have become chronic throughout the Republic of Cuba during the last two months, but have been increasing throughout 2004.  Due to the power generation and power delivery problems, some hotels throughout the Republic of Cuba have been temporarily closed (some since re-opened), more than one hundred manufacturing facilities have been closed, schools have altered class schedules, work weeks have been decreased, street lighting has been reduced, and residences have been subjected to daily multi-hour “rolling blackouts.” 


MINISTER OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT DIES- H.E. Dr. Rosa Elena Simeon, Minister of Science, Technology and Environment of the Republic of Cuba, died on 22 October 2004.  Minister Simeon was sixty-one years old.
MINISTRY OF TOURISM ABSORBS FAMOUS TOURISM FACILITIES- H.E. Manuel Marrero Cruz, Minister of Tourism of the Republic of Cuba, has taken control of the Tropicana Cabaret, Floridita restaurant, Bodeguita del Medio restaurant from Republic of Cuba government-operated Gran Caribe S.A.  By November 2004, other Republic of Cuba government-operated tourism-related companies, including Rumbos S.A. (under the auspice of the Ministry of Tourism of the Republic of Cuba) will have their operations restructured.   

	Minister Marrero was previously president of Revolutionary Armed Forces of the Republic of Cuba-operated Grupo de Turismo Gaviota S.A., a tourism and transportation company.


NEW CANTONESE AND SICHUAN RESTAURANT ESTABLISHED- Republic of Cuba government-operated Palmares S.A. (formerly a subsidiary of Republic of Cuba government-operated Cubanacan S.A., now operated by the Ministry of Tourism of the Republic of Cuba) has established a restaurant specializing in Cantonese and Sichuan cuisine at the Republic of Cuba government-operated “Pabellon del Tesoro” tourist center located within the Hemingway Tourist Community in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba.  The restaurant was established 1) as a means of currying favor with the government of the People’s Republic of China, which, during the last seven years, has increased substantially commercial, economic, political, and military cooperation, economic assistance, and commerce with the government of the Republic of Cuba and 2) as a means of earning foreign exchange.  A hotel is also being constructed at “Pabellon del Tesoro” in cooperation with a People’s Republic of China government-operated company.
CHINA REPORTS RICE IMPORTS FROM CUBA- The government of the People’s Republic of China has reported importing 432,000 metric tons of raw sugar, in thirteen shipments, in the current marketing year, through 31 July 2004.  An additional 30,000 metric tons of raw sugar is expected to arrive later in the marketing year.  The government of the People’s Republic of China reported that raw sugar imports for the 2004/2005 marketing year will be 1,200,000 metric tons, which consumption continuing to exceed domestic production.
CHERY OF CHINA REPORTS EXPORTING VEHICLES TO CUBA- Anhui, People’s Republic of China-based People’s Republic of China government-operated Chery Automotive Company (2003 revenues approximately US$1 billion) reports having exported passenger vehicles to the Republic of Cuba.

	According to the company, “Founded in 1997 in China, SAIC Chery Automobile Co. Ltd proudly opened a new era for China's automobile industry by establishing themselves as an independent provider of automobile technology. 50,000 cars with the Chery brand were sold to the China Market in 2002, with a business volume of about RMB 4 Billion. Sales more than doubled in 2004. Chery's vision is to be one of the main players in the world small and medium automotive market, with their own developed brand/models. In order to achieve their aim, they are building an automotive research institute, which is planned to accommodate 3,000 employees within 5 years.” 


MSC.SOFTWARE CORPORATION OF CALIFORNIA REPORTS CONTRACT WITH CHERY OF CHINA- Santa Ana, California-based MSC.Software Corporation has a contract with Anhui, People’s Republic of China-based People’s Republic of China government-operated Chery Automotive Company (2003 revenues approximately US$1 billion), which reports having exported passenger vehicles to the Republic of Cuba.  According to the company, “MSC.Software (NYSE: MNS) is the leading global provider of simulation software, and services, that helps companies make money, save time and reduce costs associated with designing and testing manufactured products. MSC.Software works with thousands of companies in hundreds of industries to develop better products faster by utilizing information technology, software, services and systems. MSC.Software employs more than 1400 people in 23 countries.”

	SANTA ANA, Calif., Feb. 19 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- MSC.Software Corp. , the leading global provider of virtual product development (VPD) products including simulation software and services, today announced a multi- phase, enterprise consulting services engagement with Chery Automobile Company Ltd. (Chery). As one of the fastest growing automotive OEMs in China, Chery is currently building an automotive engineering research institute (AERI) as the first phase of a long-term program for product line expansion. The services being provided by MSC.Software are linked to detailed planning and requirements for the new technical facilities. 
"MSC.Software is now being invited to compete for business against the world's largest services companies and we are winning these engagements based upon our decades of engineering experience in the automotive industry," said Frank Perna, Chairman and CEO of MSC.Software. "Chery found that MSC.Software is much more than a software company. Our ability to deliver scaleable consulting services that help customers develop high quality products and deploy more cost-effective product development processes was key to our selection as a strategic partner."

"We chose MSC.Software because of its superior global consulting team and their in-depth knowledge of the industry's best practices. Strategic planning, key suppliers/partnership strategy, vehicle development processes and VPD, project management and human resource planning are all vital to our future success. MSC.Software brought these to the table, along with great local technical support," said Dr. Min Xu, Vice President of Chery Automobile. "MSC.Software has shown a great commitment to the success of this project; both from its top management and from the project team. They made an impressive proposal, which included a detailed execution plan, practical deliverables and aggressive schedule. By executing this project, I believe we will be able to meet our ambitious business and technical goals, and achieve greater confidence in our vehicle development process and the success of our future products."

The 3-phase project with Chery began in 2003 with a process audit that included analysis of the AERI development strategies and goals and assessment of the current vehicle designs, development processes and supporting infrastructure. The results of the audit provide a basis for recommending organization structure and project management processes, identifying key business partners and suppliers, determining infrastructure, facilities and equipment needs, optimizing IT systems for virtual product development (VPD), and specifying human resources requirements and infrastructure. As a result of this, Chery will be able to establish and control investment performance, reduce investment risk, improve vehicle design process, optimize their organization and project management, and apply VPD to their vehicle development processes.


“NO MOSQUITOS IN CUBA” REPORTS PHYISICAN FROM CUBA- On 16 October 2004, Dr. Alfredo Vera Estrada, a Republic of Cuba national who is assisting Accra, Ghana-based Sunrise International Limited with the use of Bactivec and Griselesf, reported that due to the use of both insecticides, “Now there are no mosquitoes in Cuba and the tourism industry is booming.”  FACT: There are mosquitoes in the Republic of Cuba. 
CUBA REPORTS LOWEST UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IN THE WORLD- On 17 October 2004, H.E. Dr. Carlos Lage Davila, Vice President of the Council of State of the Republic of Cuba, reported that the unemployment rate in the Republic of Cuba thus far in 2004 was 2.2%, compared with 2.5% for the same period in 2003.  The government of the Republic of Cuba includes students in the calculation of the unemployment rate, which Republic of Cuba-based economists and non-Republic of Cuba-based economists estimate is more than 35%.  
US$27.1 MILLION IN AUGUST 2004 TSRA EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of August 2004 was US$27,349,632.00, of which US$27,101,085.00 consisted of agricultural products and food products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  
	In June 2002, Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million (actual US$138,634,784.00) and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million (actual US$256,901,471.00).  In 2003, representatives of Alimport projected that TSRA purchases in 2004 would be approximately US$320 million; however, in August 2004, representatives of Alimport increased the projection to US$440 million.


The government of the Republic of Cuba imported (not including transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees) from throughout the world, including from the United States, approximately US$709,979,366.00 in agricultural products and food products in 2003; US$608,548,665.00 in 2002; US$532,010,554.00 in 2001; and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  NOTE: Inclusion of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees, and continually presenting multi-year cumulative values and expected purchases in data is misleading, as the actual cost of goods sold, on a year-by-year basis, remains the meaningful value to be disseminated.  Transportation costs, when detailed, are important when considering the overall economic impact of exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, but should not be added to the value of products, as the result is an inflated value for products.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, among other products as “agricultural products.”   

	The United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, as agricultural products.   

	The United States Department of Commerce does not define “Cannulae and the like and part and accessories” as an agricultural product; a cannulae is a small tube that can be inserted into a narrow duct in the body or even something as small as a vessel.  This item, exported to the Republic of Cuba in April 2004, was licensed under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992.  In May 2004, “Medical Surgical Dental/Veterinary Furniture, NESOI” was reported as exported to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis.  This product was authorized under the CDA, not the TSRA.  In June 2004, “Cough and Cold Preparations, NESOI” was reported as exported to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis.  This product was authorized under the CDA, not the TSRA.

	The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and all agricultural products in calculating TSRA-authorized exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2003
	2004
	% Change
	2003
	2004
	% Change

	January
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%

	February
	US$9,036,856.00
	US$28,025,200.00
	+210.12%
	US$25,876,117.00
	US$57,156,611.00
	+120.89%

	March
	US$17,463,552.00
	US$59,098,113.00
	+238.41%
	US$43,339,669.00
	US$116,254,724.00
	+168.24%

	April
	US$24,574,122.00
	US$55,303,148.00
	+125.05%
	US$67,913,791.00
	US$171,557,872.00
	+152.61%

	May
	US$21,260,422.00
	US$32,753,883.00
	+54.06%
	US$89,174,213.00
	US$204,311,755.00
	+129.12%

	June
	US$12,915,745.00
	US$38,735,589.00
	+199.91%
	US$102,089,958.00
	US$243,047,344.00
	+138.07%

	July
	US$22,384,035.00
	US$29,981,917.00
	+33.94%
	US$124,473,993.00
	US$273,029,261.00
	+119.35%

	August
	US$12,802,131.00
	US$24,567,780.00
	+91.90%
	US$137,276,124.00
	US$297,597,041.00
	+116.79%

	September
	
	
	
	
	
	

	October
	
	
	
	
	
	

	November
	
	
	
	
	
	

	December
	
	
	
	
	
	


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the TSRA was reported in December 2001.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2004-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	January 2004
	US$30,280,169.00
	29th (of 202)

	February 2004
	US$27,621,918.00
	36th (of 214)

	March  2004
	US$60,459,205.00
	17th (of 218)

	April 2004
	US$55,232,424.00
	19th (of 222)

	May 2004
	US$33,202,590.00
	24th (of 223)

	June 2004
	US$39,874,688.00
	18th (of 225)

	July 2004
	US$30,695,375.00
	25th (of 225)

	August 2004
	US$27,101,085.00
	28th (of 226)

	September 2004
	
	

	October 2004
	
	

	November 2004
	
	

	December 2004
	
	

	      Sub-Total 2004
	US$304,467,454.00
	22nd (of 225)

	     Total 2003
	US$256,901,471.00
	35th  (of 219)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$704,322,615.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs.    

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	August 2004
	Year-To-Date

	0203292000
	Meat of swine, processed, frozen, nesoi
	Savannah, GA
	US$56,528.00
	US$418,258.00

	0203292000
	Meat of swine, processed, frozen, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$59,208.00

	0207120040
	Chickens, whole, frozen, except young
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$411,252.00

	0207140010
	Leg quarters of chickens, frozen
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$423,666.00

	0207140010
	Leg quarters of chickens, frozen
	Savannah, GA
	US$33,351.00
	US$613,528.00

	0207140010
	Leg quarters of chickens, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	US$529,182.00
	US$6,021,640.00

	0207140010
	Leg quarters of chickens, frozen
	Mobile, AL*
	US$64,983.00
	US$31,915,332.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$279,714.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$261,380.00

	0207140050
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,940,042.00

	0207270090
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Tampa, FL
	US$168,000.00
	US$889,887.00

	0209000000
	Pig & poultry fat frsh chld frzn salted dried smkd
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$22,409.00

	0210011000
	Hams, shoulders &cuts, bone in , salted, drd, smkd
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$33,711.00

	0303390060
	Flat fish excl fillets/livers/roes; frozen, nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$12,855.00

	0402100000
	Mlk & crm cntd w/n swt powdr gran/slds nov1.5% fat
	Tampa, FL
	US$580,320.00
	US$10,262,280.00

	0402100000
	Mlk & crm cntd w/n swt powdr gran/slds nov1.5% fat
	Mobile, AL
	US$689,130.00
	US$10,370,566.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$298,752.00

	0406300000
	Cheese, processed, not grated or powdered
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$33,600.00

	0406901000
	Cheese, cheddar, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$44,961.00

	0407000040
	Birds’ eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$98,280.00

	0407000040
	Birds’ eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Miami, FL
	US$14,040.00
	US$56,160.00

	0702000050
	Tomatoes, fresh or chilled, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,516.00

	0703105000
	Onions and shallots, nesoi, fresh or chilled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$13,750.00

	0712202000
	Onion powder or flour
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$22,810.00

	0712904020
	Garlic powder or flour
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$24,912.00

	0713104040
	Yellow peas, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$2,400,787.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$15,531.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,434,000.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Houston, TX
	
	US$1,365,000.00

	0806100000
	Grapes, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	US$27,456.00
	US$27,456.00

	0806200000
	Grapes, dried (including raisins)
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$116,121.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$165,032.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$39,338.00

	0904120000
	Pepper of the genus piper, crushed or ground
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$20,663.00

	0906200000
	Cinnamon & cinnamon- tree flowers, crushd or ground
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$3.578.00

	0909300000
	Seeds of cumin
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$11,232.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$48,302.00
	US$292,864.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$53,336.00

	1001100090
	Durum wheat, except seed
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$1,134,000.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed, nesoi
	New Orleans, LA
	US$5,962,541.00
	US$11,792,118.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	Houston, TX
	US$3,936,000.00
	US$27,102,748.00

	1005902020
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 1, except seed
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$10,681,926.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 2 except seed 
	New Orleans, LA
	US$4,422,083.00
	US$20,580,522.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$7,784,810.00

	1006204020
	Rice, long grain, husked (brown)
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,279,187.00

	1006301020
	Rice, semi or wholly milled, parboiled, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$14,792.00

	1006301020
	Rice, semi or wholly milled, parboiled, long grain
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,155,051.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	US$6,729.00
	US$77,494.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$26,761,145.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Houston-Galveston, TX
	
	US$9,981,882.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$2,713,211.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$20,026,170.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$5,086,125.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$4,064,495.00
	US$16,207,904.00

	1208100000
	Flours and meals of soybeans
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$17,844,682.00

	1501000020
	Lard
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$106,996.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,644,100.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$3,157,500.00
	US$9,385,072.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,676,000.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$8,638.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/fryn fats wholly Vegtlb oils edbl artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL**
	US$64,800.00
	US$168,100.00

	1604206000
	Fish, prepared or preserved, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$22,311.00

	1605201025
	Shrimps and prawns, prepared, frozen, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$118,728.00

	1605201050
	Shrimps and prawns, prepared or preserved, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$6,400.00

	1702110000
	Lactose & lactose syrup cont 99% more lactse by wt
	Mobile, AL*
	US$14,100.00
	US$14,100.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$14,000.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$33,048.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$8,818.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$80,177.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Miami, FL**
	US$24,045.00
	US$172,851.00

	1901909085
	Food preps, nesoi, wheat-flour-soya blends
	Houston, TX
	
	US$5,326,777.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	US$11,198.00
	US$187,584.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$284,368.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$14,798.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL**
	US$26,488.00
	US$226,718.00

	208111000
	Peanut butter
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$6,493.00

	2009904000
	Mixtures of fruit juices, unfermented
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$36,900.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$48,401.00

	2103909070
	Mixed condiments and mixed seasonings
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$54,709.00

	2103909090
	Sauces and preparations therefore, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	US$139,951.00
	US$209,843.00

	2103909090
	Sauces and preparations therefore, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$4,240.00

	2104100020
	Soups, broths and preparations thereof, dried
	Tampa, FL
	US$30,429.00
	US$80,061.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	New York, NY***
	
	US$361,931.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Norfolk, VA
	US$127,059.00
	US$629,864.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$128,924.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, nesoi, canned
	Tampa, FL
	US$39,944.00
	US$139,184.00

	2106907090
	Edible preps, not canned/frzn, n/cont sugar, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$20,388.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,120.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$30,816.00

	2202903600
	Single fruit/veg juice forti w/vitmin n/concentrd
	Tampa, FL
	US$32,736.00
	US$32,736.00

	2202909090
	Beverages nonalcoholic nesoi excl fruit/vegt juice
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$47,076.00

	2204214000
	Grape wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs 2l or less
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$52,509.00

	2204290020
	Grape wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol contrs ov 2 liters
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$16,450.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$15,212,287.00

	2306900000
	Vegetable oilcake & solid residue nesoi w/nt grnd
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$590,803.00

	2309901010
	Pet food put up for retail sale ex dog & cat food
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$12,994.00

	2835250000
	Calcium hydrogenorthophosphate (dicalc phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	US$881,966.00
	US$1,596,826.00

	3004909176
	Cough and cold preparations, nesoi
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$15,348.00 (1)

	3100000000
	Fertilizers a fert materials
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$121,920.00

	3100000000
	Fertilizers a fert materials
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$1,080,750.00

	3504001000
	Protein solids
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$182,942.00

	3505100040
	Modified starches derived from corn (maize) starch
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$11,780.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$532,259.00

	4407100046
	Pitch pine etc lumber, n/trtd rough, ex finger-joint
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$68,059.00

	4407100053
	Pine, nesoi,lumber,not trtd/rough,ex finger-jointed
	Mobile, AL*
	US$70,483.00
	US$101,110.00

	4407990045
	Yellow poplar wood, lumber, rough
	Mobile, AL*
	US$125,875.00
	US$240,605.00

	4416003020
	Casks, barrels, hogsheads, used, assembled, wood
	Tampa, FL
	US$98,003.00
	US$145,441.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$75,327.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$44,310.00

	4703210040
	Chem wdpulp sulfate ex disslvng gr conif, bleached
	Tampa, FL
	US$26,238.00
	US$26,238.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Tampa, FL
	US$1,330,740.00
	US$3,620,994.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$11,479.00

	4802575055
	Ppr/pbrd unctd nov 10% mech nesoi 40-150g/m2 sheet
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$479,000.00

	4811592000
	Prnting paper, not blechd wt <15x36x15cm
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$25,309.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$166,555.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$296,390.00
	US$1,970,443.00

	6305330000
	Sack & bag for pkg good mmade mat polyethylene
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$36,720.00

	8517505000
	Telephon app, carr-current line or digital line sys
	New York, NY***
	
	US$7,740.00

	8703230060
	Vehicles, nesoi, new, eng exc (1500-3000cc)(4-6cyl)
	Tampa, FL
	US$16,130.00
	US$16,130.00

	8703230090
	Used vehicles, engine (1500-3000cc), nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$17,000.00
	US$17,000.00

	8703240010
	Ambulances, hearses & prison vans >3,000 cc
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$8,500.00

	9018390050
	Cannulae and the like and part and accessories
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$2,650.00 (1)

	901920000
	Ozone, oxygen, etc therapy, respiration apparatus, pt
	Los Angeles, CA
	US$4,443.00
	US$4,443.00 (1)

	9209920000
	Pts & accessories for musical inst of heading 9202
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,270.00

	9402900020
	Medical surgical dental/veterinary furniture, nesoi
	Los Angeles,

CA
	
	US$66,062.00 (1)

	9406008090
	Prefabricated buildings, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$400,000.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$965,273.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$530,955.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Buffalo, NY*****
	
	US$130,411.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Tampa, FL
	US$54,732.00
	US$54,732.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$65,968.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Detroit, MI****
	
	US$25,000.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$26,585.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Miami, FL**
	US$45,705.00
	US$128,199.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Houston, TX
	
	US$202,527.00

	9802300000
	All wearing apparel, donated for relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,143.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	New York, NY***
	
	US$36,408.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$1,156,370.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$171,587.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	US$110,537.00
	US$1,981,913.00

	9809005000
	Shipments under $20,001, not identified by kind
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$20,840.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$27,349,632.00
	US$310,508,508.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.   **While the reporting district is Miami, Florida, the shipping port does not include Miami, Florida, but does include Jacksonville, Florida; and can include airline charter/airline cargo from Miami International Airport.  ***The New York reporting district includes ports in New Jersey; and can include John F. Kennedy International Airport (charter flights).  **** The Detroit, Michigan reporting district means that the products were transported by ground to Canada and then to the Republic of Cuba.  *****The Buffalo, New York, reporting district means that the products were transported by ground to Canada and then to the Republic of Cuba.  (1) Exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992, which re-authorized the export of healthcare products to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis, cash only, with end-use restrictions.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2004 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2004

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$33,329.00

	9704000000
	Postage or revenue stamps, first day covers
	Boston, MA
	US$2,562.00

	9801001065
	Goods in heading 8703 returned after being exported
	Tampa, FL
	US$4,000.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$39,891.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN AUGUST 2004- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in August 2004 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2004 August 
Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of August 2004 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Wheat
	US$9,898,541.00
	36.52%

	2
	Corn
	US$4,422,083.00
	16.31%

	3
	Soybeans
	US$4,064,495.00
	14.99%

	4
	Soybean Oil
	US$3,157,500.00
	11.65%

	5
	Newsprint
	US$1,330,238.00
	4.91%

	6
	Powdered Milk
	US$1,269,450.00
	4.68%

	7
	Decalcium Phosphate
	US$881,966.00
	3.25%

	8
	Poultry (chicken)
	US$627,516.00
	2.31%

	9
	Cotton
	US$296,390.00
	1.09%

	10
	Wood (pine, yellow poplar)
	US$196,358.00
	.72%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest TSRA Exports to Cuba
	US$26,145,039.00
	96.47%


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 7 October 2004 to 14 October 2004; 30 September 2004 to 7 October 2004; 23 September 2004 to 30 September 2004; and 16 September 2004 to 23 September 2004, included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

7 October 2004 To 14 October 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	70,800

metric tons
	123,000

metric tons
	177,900

metric tons
	128,300

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,200

metric tons
	5,500

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	170,000
metric tons
	80,800

metric tons
	39,100

metric tons
	77,300

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	9,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	11,000

metric tons
	15,300

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	50,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	50,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	5,000

metric tons
	
	10,000

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,900

running bales
	500

running bales
	1,900

metric tons
	900

running bales
	

	Totals
	259,800 metric tons; 1,900 bales
	328,800 metric tons;500 bales
	238,500 metric tons;1,900 bales
	236,400  metric tons;900 bales
	


	

30 September 2004 To 7 October 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	70,800

metric tons
	134,000

metric tons
	177,900

metric tons
	117,300

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,200

metric tons
	5,500

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	171,000
metric tons
	95,800

metric tons
	39,100

metric tons
	60,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	9,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	11,000

metric tons
	15,300

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	50,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	50,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	5,000

metric tons
	
	10,000

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,900

running bales
	500

running bales
	1,900

metric tons
	900

running bales
	

	Totals
	260,800 metric tons; 1,900 bales
	354,800 metric tons;500 bales
	238,500 metric tons;1,900 bales
	208,900  metric tons;900 bales
	


	

23 September 2004 To 30 September 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	70,800

metric tons
	149,000

metric tons
	177,900

metric tons
	106,300

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,200

metric tons
	5,500

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	180,000
metric tons
	95,800

metric tons
	28,100

metric tons
	60,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	9,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	11,000

metric tons
	15,300

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	
	121,600

metric tons
	181,500

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	5,000

metric tons
	43,000

metric tons
	64,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	5,000

metric tons
	
	10,000

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,900

running bales
	500

running bales
	1,900

metric tons
	900

running bales
	

	Totals
	269,800 metric tons; 1,900 bales
	274,800 metric tons;500 bales
	392,100 metric tons;1,900 bales
	444,100  metric tons;900 bales
	


	

16 September 2004 To 23 September 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	95,000

metric tons
	150,000

metric tons
	153,300

metric tons
	80,800

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,200

metric tons
	5,500

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	145,000
metric tons
	170,800

metric tons
	28,100

metric tons
	60,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	9,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	11,000

metric tons
	15,300

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	15,000

metric tons
	121,600

metric tons
	165,800

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	10,000

metric tons
	43,000

metric tons
	59,600

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	
	
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	2,600

running bales
	500

running bales
	1,200

metric tons
	900

running bales
	

	Totals
	259,000 metric tons; 1,900 bales
	365,800 metric tons;500 bales
	367,500 metric tons;1,900 bales
	387,800  metric tons;900 bales
	


U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APPROVES CUBA PAYMENT AMENDMENT- On 21 September 2004, the United States House of Representatives approved, by a voice vote, an amendment sponsored by The Honorable Maxine Waters (D- California, 35th District) to H.R.5025, “Making appropriations for the Departments of Transportation and Treasury, and independent agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2005, and for other purposes.”  However, 94% of United States-based companies surveyed in 2003 did not want a change in payment terms for products authorized for export from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.  [Please read attached articles for additional information.]   

	Last Major Action: 9/22/2004 Passed/agreed to in House. Status: On passage Passed by the Yeas and Nays: 397 - 12 (Roll no. 465).  House Reports: 108-671.  


The amendment is designed to eliminate prohibitions on the type of payments required for exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA), signed into law in October 2000, and the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA), signed into law in 1992.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis or with non-United States-origin financing) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  The CDA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis of with non-United States-origin financing) export of healthcare products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, with end-use restrictions (products may not be re-exported, used in torture, used for biotechnological research, or used for services which must be paid for in U.S. Dollars).     

	Amendment offered by Ms. Waters.  An amendment numbered 12 printed in the Congressional Record to insert the following new section at the end of the bill before the short title: None of the funds made available in this Act may be used to implement any sanction imposed by the United States on private commercial sales of agricultural commodities (as defined in section 402 of the Agricultural Trade Development and Assistance Act of 1954) or medicine or medical supplies (within the meaning of section 1705(c) of the Cuban Democracy Act of 1992) to Cuba (other than a sanction imposed pursuant to agreement with one or more other countries). 


A survey (conducted 14 January 2003 through 24 January 2003) of senior-level executives from 307 United States-based companies (healthcare product, food product, agricultural product) that have exported products to the Republic of Cuba or reasonably (according to the companies) expect to export products to the Republic of Cuba in 2003 has the following measures:   

	94% of United States-based companies that have exported products to the Republic of Cuba do not want a change in the cash-only provision and non-United States-origin financing provision contained within the TSRA and within the CDA.

	96% of United States-based companies that reasonably expect to export products to the Republic of Cuba do not want a change in the cash-only provision and non-United States-origin financing provision contained within the TSRA and CDA.


The government of the Republic of Cuba’s has a systemic shortage of foreign exchange (a result of selected commercial, economic, and political structures), resulting in chronic payment delays or defaults for commercial debt, United States-based companies have requested that members of the United States Congress and representatives of United States-based organizations cease efforts to change payment provisions contained within the TSRA.  Specifically, cease efforts to a) authorize United States-based companies to provide payment terms- 30 days, 60 days, 90 days; discounts for early payments (2% net 10 days; 2% net 30 days), etc., and b) authorize United States-based financial institutions to lend funds for exports to Republic of Cuba government-operated entities.  

	The government of the Republic of Cuba and Republic of Cuba government-operated companies continue to fail to maintain payment schedules on commercial debt, commercial debt guaranteed by government agencies, and government-to-government obligations in countries including Canada, France, Spain, Mexico, Japan, Chile, and Brazil among other countries.  


If new payment terms and United States-origin financing are authorized for agricultural product and food product exports to the Republic of Cuba, the potential incremental increase U.S. Dollar value would be outweighed by a 100% increase in risk.  Given the government of the Republic of Cuba’s chronic shortage of foreign exchange and despite the best of intentions, there would exist a substantial likelihood of payment delays or defaults as discharging payment obligations on a timely basis to United States-based companies would need no longer be required.  Non-United States-based companies with outstanding obligations from Republic of Cuba-based companies would demand that those obligations be rendered current prior to payments being made to United States-based companies.   

	Mr. Jack Cassidy, Vice President of Greenwood Village, Colorado-based CoBank (2003 assets exceeded US$24 billion), the “only internationally recognized cooperative bank that is dedicated exclusively to serving U.S. agricultural and rural America,” has reported that given the current credit rating of the government of the Republic of Cuba, CoBank would not participate in financing agricultural product exports to the Republic of Cuba. 


Any report of a payment delay or payment default would result in efforts by members of the United States Congress and representatives of the Executive Branch to re-legislate or re-regulate the TSRA in a more unattractive manner to United States-based companies, resulting in a substantial lessening of commercial interest toward the Republic of Cuba.     
	In November 2002, a senior-level executive of a United States-based company which had engaged in TSRA-authorized transactions with Republic of Cuba government-operated entities said, “Rather than focus upon increasing risk to U.S. companies, which is what a change in the TSRA would mean, the focus should be on expanding the range of ‘cash only’ products that can be exported to Cuba.  In this way, we can continue with ‘baby steps’ towards re-developing a normal commercial basis.  Only one default will be necessary for members of the U.S. Congress, the Bush Administration, the media, and commentators to say ‘told you so.’  The result would be an end to any widespread support for changing the commercial landscape between the two countries.  Let’s not mess with what is working for everyone.  Sure, perhaps without payment terms and financing our total exports are 10% to 15% less than with payment terms and financing, but I would rather go to bed knowing that I am going to get paid than go to bed wondering if my competitor in Canada will be paid or will I be paid.”


Representative Waters has been asked to consider focusing upon legislation which would require the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., re-authorize limited direct correspondent banking between the United States and the Republic of Cuba for transactions permitted by the TSRA and CDA.     

	The proposed type of limited direct correspondent banking would require that all fund transfers originating in the Republic of Cuba be received by the United States-based financial institution designated by the United States-based company in advance of the loading of products to be exported to the Republic of Cuba.  

	The re-authorization of limited direct correspondent banking would decrease from approximately 72 hours to approximately 12 hours to 24 hours the time within which United States-based companies receive payments for products exported to the Republic of Cuba.   

	The re-authorization of limited direct correspondent banking will decrease transaction costs (bank fees, facsimile fees, overnight courier services, etc.) for United States-based companies associated with exports to the Republic of Cuba. 


U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APPROVES CUBA EDUCATION AMENDMENT- On 22 September 2004, the United States House of Representatives approved, by voice vote, an amendment sponsored by The Honorable Barbara Lee (D- California, 9th District) to H.R.5025, “Making appropriations for the Departments of Transportation and Treasury, and independent agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2005, and for other purposes.”  Last Major Action: 9/22/2004 Passed/agreed to in House. Status: On passage Passed by the Yeas and Nays: 397 - 12 (Roll no. 465).  House Reports: 108-671.  The following is a media release from Representative Lee:
	Amendment offered by Ms. Lee.  An amendment to insert the following new section at the end of the bill before the short title: None of the funds made available in this Act may be used to implement, administer, or enforce the amendments made to paragraphs (a) and (b) of section 515.565 of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations (relating to specific licenses for United States academic institutions and other specific licenses), as published in the Federal Register on June 16, 2004 (69 Fed. reg. 33772). The limitation in the preceding sentence shall not apply to the implementation, administration, or enforcement of section 515.560(c)(3) of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations. 

	House Passes Congresswoman Barbara Lee's Amendment to Restore Opportunities for Students to Study Abroad in Cuba

Calls on Republican Leadership to retain important Cuba Amendment

Washington, DC - This morning, by voice vote, the House of Representatives passed Congresswoman Barbara Lee's amendment to overturn the Administration's new restrictions on students' travel to Cuba. "Today's vote delivers hope to U.S. students who want and deserve the opportunity to study abroad in Cuba."  Until recently, thousands of U.S. students participated in study programs in Cuba run by scores of U.S. educational institutions.  Students of all ages across the country took part in these programs.  On June 30, 2004, the Administration implemented new restrictions that severely limit U.S. citizens' participation in educational activities in Cuba. 

 

Under the new regulations: educational travel licenses are only granted to undergraduate and graduate institutions; no high schools or other educational institutions are allowed to have Cuba travel programs; licenses to these institutions are only valid for one year now, instead of two; only students enrolled in the licensed institution may travel on that license; therefore, students may no longer travel to Cuba under the license of an educational institution other than their own, even if their own institution accepts the licensed institution's program for credit toward the student's degree; and  educational activities in Cuba may be no shorter than 10 weeks, unless they are for purposes of graduate research.   

 

The Lee - Rangel - Tubbs-Jones amendment to the Transportation, Treasury, and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2005 would reverse these regulations.   "I am pleased with today's victory on behalf of U.S. students. Now we must work to ensure the Republican leadership allows this important amendment to remain in the final conference report."  Congresswoman Lee has consistently advocated lifting the travel ban and trade embargo with Cuba. Most recently she successfully ensured that students at the Latin American Medical School in Cuba were able to continue to their studies despite new regulations.


U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APPROVES CUBA FAMILY TRAVEL AMENDMENT- On 21 September 2004, the United States House of Representatives approved, by a vote of 225 to 174, an amendment sponsored by The Honorable Jim Davis (D- Florida, 11th District) to H.R.5025, “Making appropriations for the Departments of Transportation and Treasury, and independent agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2005, and for other purposes.”  Last Major Action: 9/22/2004 Passed/agreed to in House. Status: On passage Passed by the Yeas and Nays: 397 - 12 (Roll no. 465).  House Reports: 108-671.  
	Amendment offered by Mr. Davis (FL).  An amendment numbered 2 printed in the Congressional Record to insert a new section at the end of the bill before the short title: (a) None of the funds made available in this Act may be used to implement, administer, or enforce the amendments made to section 515.560 or 515.561 of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations (relating to travel-related transactions incident to travel to Cuba and visiting relatives in Cuba), as published in the Federal Register on June 16, 2004. (b) The limitation in subsection (a) shall not apply to the implementation, administration, or enforcement of section 515.560(c)(3) of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations. 


	Office Of Jim Davis

House Passes Amendment to Restore Family Travel to Cuba

  

WASHINGTON, DC – This evening, by a vote of 225 to 174, the House of Representatives passed Congressman Jim Davis’ amendment to overturn the Administration’s new restrictions on family travel to Cuba.  “Today, Congress has voted in support of Cuban families who may be divided in geography, but not in flesh and blood and certainly not in heart,” said Davis.

  

On June 30, 2004, the Administration implemented new restrictions on Cuba travel.  Cuban-Americans are only allowed to visit their families in Cuba once every three years for a maximum of 14 days with no exceptions, and they must apply for a specific license to make the trip. The Administration has also redefined and limited the Cuban family.  Cuban-Americans are no longer permitted to visit their aunts, uncles or cousins in Cuba.  Rep. Davis’ amendment to the Transportation, Treasury, and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2005 would reverse these regulations.  Cuban-Americans would again be allowed to visit their families in Cuba once a year without having to apply for a specific license, and would be permitted to apply for specific licenses for additional emergency trips.  The amendment would keep aunts, uncles and cousins where they belong – as part of the family – so that Cuban-Americans can continue to visit these relatives.

  

“The Cuban people are talented and ambitious, but under Castro’s oppressive rule, they are left with little hope,” said Davis.  “For many, their only lifeline is the emotional and financial support they receive from relatives in America.  Now, as the Cuban people are struggling to recover from the devastation of Hurricanes Charley and Ivan, the Administration is prohibiting Cuban-Americans from visiting Cuba to help their own family members rebuild,” said Davis.  “These cruel policies are undermining families and jeopardizing innocent Cubans,” said Davis.  “I hope the Senate will follow the House’s lead and vote to overturn these regulations.” 

  

Rep. Davis has consistently voted to maintain the travel embargo on Cuba, but believes Congress must find ways for the United States and Cuba to pursue a more positive relationship to the mutual benefit of our people.  This June, Davis introduced H.R. 4678 to permanently overturn the Administration’s new restrictions on family travel. 


	FINAL VOTE RESULTS FOR ROLL CALL 460

(Republicans in roman; Democrats in italic; Independents underlined)

      H R 5025      RECORDED VOTE      21-Sep-2004      7:21 PM
      AUTHOR(S):  Davis of Florida Amendment
      QUESTION:  On Agreeing to the Amendment

	
	Ayes
	Noes
	PRES
	NV

	Republican
	39
	170
	
	18

	Democratic
	185
	4
	
	16

	Independent
	1
	
	
	

	TOTALS
	225
	174
	
	34


---- AYES    225 ---

	 Abercrombie
Ackerman
Allen
Andrews
Baca
Baldwin
Bartlett (MD)
Bass
Becerra
Bell
Berkley
Berman
Berry
Biggert
Bishop (NY)
Boehlert
Bono
Boswell
Boucher
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Brown (OH)
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardin
Cardoza
Carson (IN)
Case
Castle
Chandler
Clay
Clyburn
Conyers
Cooper
Costello
Cramer
Crowley
Cubin
Cummings
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (FL)
Davis (IL)
Davis (TN)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Deutsch
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Dooley (CA)
Doyle
Edwards
Ehlers
Emanuel
Emerson
Engel
Eshoo
Etheridge
Evans
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Flake
Ford
Frank (MA)
Gallegly
Gephardt
Gilchrest
Gonzalez
Gordon
Graves
	Green (TX)
Grijalva
Harman
Herger
Herseth
Hill
Hinojosa
Hoeffel
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hooley (OR)
Hostettler
Houghton
Hoyer
Inslee
Israel
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee (TX)
Jefferson
Johnson (CT)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (OH)
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy (RI)
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind
Kleczka
Kolbe
Kucinich
LaHood
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Leach
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lipinski
Lofgren
Lowey
Lucas (KY)
Lynch
Maloney
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
McCarthy (MO)
McCarthy (NY)
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Menendez
Michaud
Miller (NC)
Miller, George
Moore
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murtha
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Nethercutt
Ney
Oberstar
	Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Osborne
Otter
Owens
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor
Paul
Payne
Pelosi
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Pickering
Pomeroy
Price (NC)
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Rehberg
Reyes
Rodriguez
Ross
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Sabo
Sánchez, Linda T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sanders
Schakowsky
Schiff
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Serrano
Shays
Sherman
Shimkus
Slaughter
Smith (MI)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Solis
Spratt
Stark
Stenholm
Stupak
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor (MS)
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Tiberi
Tierney
Toomey
Towns
Turner (TX)
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Van Hollen
Velázquez
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Weldon (PA)
Wexler
Woolsey
Wu
Wynn


---- NOES    174 ---

	Aderholt
Akin
Alexander
Bachus
Baker
Ballenger
Barrett (SC)
Barton (TX)
Beauprez
Bilirakis
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Blunt
Boehner
Bonilla
Boozman
Boyd
Bradley (NH)
Brown (SC)
Brown-Waite, Ginny
Burgess
Burns
Burr
Burton (IN)
Buyer
Calvert
Camp
Cantor
Capito
Carter
Chabot
Chocola
Coble
Cole
Collins
Cox
Crane
Crenshaw
Culberson
Cunningham
Davis, Jo Ann
Deal (GA)
DeLay
Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.
Doolittle
Dreier
Duncan
English
Everett
Feeney
Ferguson
Foley
Forbes
Fossella
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Garrett (NJ)
	Gerlach
Gibbons
Gillmor
Gingrey
Goode
Goodlatte
Granger
Green (WI)
Gutknecht
Hall
Harris
Hart
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Hobson
Hulshof
Hunter
Hyde
Issa
Istook
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Keller
Kelly
Kennedy (MN)
King (IA)
Kingston
Kirk
Kline
Knollenberg
Latham
LaTourette
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
LoBiondo
Lucas (OK)
Manzullo
McCotter
McCrery
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
Mica
Miller (MI)
Miller, Gary
Murphy
Musgrave
Myrick
Neugebauer
Northup
Norwood
Nunes
Nussle
Ose
	Oxley
Pearce
Pence
Petri
Pitts
Platts
Pombo
Porter
Portman
Pryce (OH)
Putnam
Quinn
Radanovich
Regula
Renzi
Reynolds
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Royce
Ryun (KS)
Saxton
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shadegg
Shaw
Sherwood
Shuster
Simmons
Simpson
Skelton
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Souder
Stearns
Sullivan
Sweeney
Taylor (NC)
Terry
Thomas
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Turner (OH)
Upton
Vitter
Walden (OR)
Walsh
Wamp
Weldon (FL)
Weller
Whitfield
Wilson (NM)
Wilson (SC)
Wolf
Young (AK)
Young (FL)


---- NOT VOTING    34 ---

	Baird
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Bonner
Brown, Corrine
Cannon
Carson (OK)
Davis, Tom
DeMint
Dunn
Frost
Goss
	Greenwood
Gutierrez
Hensarling
Hinchey
Hoekstra
Isakson
Jenkins
John
King (NY)
Majette
Matsui
McInnis
	Millender-McDonald
Miller (FL)
Mollohan
Sandlin
Schrock
Strickland
Tancredo
Tauzin
Visclosky
Wicker


On 15 September 2004, The Honorable Jeff Flake (R- Arizona, 6th) withdrew an amendment to the Transportation, Treasury, and Independent Agencies Appropriation Act of 2005 in the United States House of Representatives that would have restricted, for one fiscal year, the authorization for the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., to enforce certain provisions of the Cuban Assets Control Regulations (CACR).  A reason for the withdrawal of the amendment was concern that support for the amendment might be reduced and concern that the amendment might be defeated.  

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DEFEATS CUBA REGULATIONS AMENDMENT- On 22 September 2004, the United States House of Representatives defeated, by a vote of 225 to 188, an amendment sponsored by The Honorable Charles Rangel (D- New York, 15th District) to H.R.5025, “Making appropriations for the Departments of Transportation and Treasury, and independent agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2005, and for other purposes.”  Last Major Action: 9/22/2004 Passed/agreed to in House. Status: On passage Passed by the Yeas and Nays: 397 - 12 (Roll no. 465).  House Reports: 108-671.  

	Amendment offered by Mr. Rangel.  An amendment to insert the following new section on page 166 after line 3: Sec. 647. None of the funds made available in this Act may be used to implement, administer, or enforce the economic embargo of Cuba, as defined in section 4(7) of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-114), except that the foregoing limitation does not apply to the administration of a tax tariff. 
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      AUTHOR(S):  Rangel of New York Amendment
      QUESTION:  On Agreeing to the Amendment

	
	Ayes
	Noes
	PRES
	NV

	Republican
	25
	188
	
	14

	Democratic
	162
	37
	
	6

	Independent
	1
	
	
	

	TOTALS
	188
	225
	
	20


---- AYES    188 ---

	Abercrombie
Allen
Baca
Baldwin
Becerra
Bell
Berman
Berry
Biggert
Bishop (NY)
Blumenauer
Bono
Boozman
Boswell
Boucher
Brady (PA)
Brown (OH)
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardoza
Carson (IN)
Carson (OK)
Clay
Clyburn
Conyers
Cooper
Costello
Cramer
Crowley
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis (IL)
Davis (TN)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Dooley (CA)
Doyle
Edwards
Emanuel
Emerson
Eshoo
Evans
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Flake
Ford
Frank (MA)
Gonzalez
Gordon
Graves
Grijalva
Harman
Herger
Herseth
Hill
Hinchey
	Hinojosa
Hoeffel
Honda
Hooley (OR)
Houghton
Hoyer
Inslee
Israel
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee (TX)
Jefferson
John
Johnson (CT)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (OH)
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind
Kleczka
Kucinich
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
Leach
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lipinski
Lofgren
Lowey
Lucas (KY)
Lynch
Majette
Maloney
Markey
Matheson
McCarthy (MO)
McCarthy (NY)
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McNulty
Meehan
Michaud
Miller, George
Mollohan
Moore
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Nethercutt
Nussle
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
	Osborne
Otter
Owens
Pastor
Paul
Payne
Pelosi
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Pomeroy
Price (NC)
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Reyes
Ross
Roybal-Allard
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Sabo
Sánchez, Linda T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sanders
Sandlin
Schakowsky
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Serrano
Shays
Shimkus
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Solis
Stark
Stenholm
Strickland
Stupak
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor (MS)
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Tiberi
Tierney
Towns
Turner (TX)
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Upton
Van Hollen
Velázquez
Visclosky
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Woolsey
Wynn


---- NOES    225 ---

	Ackerman
Aderholt
Akin
Alexander
Andrews
Bachus
Baker
Ballenger
Barrett (SC)
Bartlett (MD)
Barton (TX)
Bass
Beauprez
Berkley
Bilirakis
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Blunt
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Boyd
Bradley (NH)
Brady (TX)
Brown (SC)
Brown, Corrine
Brown-Waite, Ginny
Burgess
Burns
Burr
Burton (IN)
Buyer
Calvert
Camp
Cantor
Capito
Cardin
Carter
Case
Castle
Chabot
Chandler
Chocola
Coble
Cole
Collins
Cox
Crane
Crenshaw
Cubin
Culberson
Cunningham
Davis (AL)
Davis (FL)
Davis, Jo Ann
Davis, Tom
Deal (GA)
DeLay
DeMint
Deutsch
Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.
Doolittle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Ehlers
Engel
English
Etheridge
Everett
Feeney
Ferguson
Foley
Forbes
	Fossella
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Frost
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gingrey
Goode
Goodlatte
Granger
Green (TX)
Green (WI)
Gutierrez
Gutknecht
Hall
Harris
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Hobson
Holden
Holt
Hostettler
Hulshof
Hunter
Hyde
Isakson
Issa
Istook
Jenkins
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Keller
Kelly
Kennedy (MN)
Kennedy (RI)
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kline
Knollenberg
Kolbe
LaHood
LaTourette
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
LoBiondo
Lucas (OK)
Marshall
Matsui
McCotter
McCrery
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
Meek (FL)
Menendez
Mica
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Murtha
Musgrave
Myrick
Neugebauer
Ney
Northup
Norwood
	Nunes
Ortiz
Ose
Oxley
Pallone
Pascrell
Pearce
Pence
Petri
Pickering
Pitts
Platts
Pombo
Porter
Portman
Pryce (OH)
Putnam
Quinn
Radanovich
Regula
Rehberg
Renzi
Reynolds
Rodriguez
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Rothman
Royce
Ryun (KS)
Saxton
Schiff
Schrock
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shadegg
Shaw
Sherman
Sherwood
Shuster
Simmons
Simpson
Skelton
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Souder
Spratt
Stearns
Sullivan
Sweeney
Tancredo
Taylor (NC)
Terry
Thomas
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Toomey
Turner (OH)
Vitter
Walden (OR)
Walsh
Wamp
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Whitfield
Wilson (NM)
Wilson (SC)
Wolf
Wu
Young (AK)
Young (FL)


---- NOT VOTING    20 ---

	Baird
Bishop (GA)
Bonner
Cannon
Gephardt
Goss
Greenwood
	Hart
Hensarling
Hoekstra
Kirk
Manzullo
McInnis
Meeks (NY)
	Millender-McDonald
Miller (FL)
Murphy
Tauzin
Wexler
Wicker


ARTICLE FROM THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS- On 26 September 2004, The Dallas Morning News, published the following article.  While the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council does not traditionally include articles in the ECONOMIC EYE ON CUBA© that do not reference the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, the following article should be of interest to United States-based companies that export, or may have in interest in exporting, products to the Republic of Cuba:

	Cubans 'resolve' to make ends meet

'This chicken stuck to me as I was leaving work'

By TRACEY EATON / The Dallas Morning News 

HAVANA – Hiding rocks in frozen chickens may seem like a silly pastime. But for some folks, it's serious business – a way to tip government weight scales and purloin poultry for dinner.  Welcome to Cuba, where ripping off the socialist government is a gentle, sophisticated art.  It's risky, too. Those who steal can lose their jobs or go to jail. Despite that, employee theft is widespread, anecdotal evidence suggests. 

"Almost everyone steals something, anything, to survive," a former cafeteria worker said. "But we don't call it stealing or robbing. Those words are too strong."  Cubans use a kinder term, resolver, meaning to resolve. So if a man makes off with a chicken, he can proudly tell his wife, "I resolved a chicken."  Or, "This chicken stuck to me as I was leaving work."  Unconvinced, government inspectors fan out across the island every day trying to catch thieves.  The socialist government, many experts say, is not corrupt, as President Bush alleged in a July 16 campaign speech.  In fact, it's seen as the fifth most honest government in the Americas, behind Canada, the United States, Chile and Uruguay, according to Transparency International, a nongovernmental group that monitors corruption worldwide.   But employee theft in Cuba is rampant, say many workers, whose average monthly wage is $12. 
Among the most common ways to steal: • Falsely claiming a product is damaged, then taking it home instead of throwing it away.  • Overcharging, a practice known as "fining" the customer.  • Diluting drinks with water or cheap liquor.  • Reducing the size of customers' meals.  • Buying goods at cut rates on the black market and selling them at higher government prices.  • Underreporting sales, then cooking the books.   Pilfering is especially common at cafeterias, refreshment stands and other spots selling basic necessities, workers say. So the government requires employees to inventory those products twice a day.  "It's a lot of work," said Pavel Bermúdez, who was busy counting five- and 10-cent candies at the thatched-roof stand where he works east of Havana. "But we have no choice." 

Government officials declined to comment. They have said employee theft is an isolated, yet growing problem. And they have severely punished officials caught enriching themselves.  In 1989, for instance, authorities executed a Cuban general and two others accused of doing business with Colombia's Medellín cartel. 

In July, Raul Castro reminded Communist Party members that corruption would not be tolerated. 

"Corruption will always be with us, but we must keep it at our ankles and never allow it to rise above our necks," Mr. Castro, the armed forces chief and second-in-command to his brother, Fidel, told party militants in a May address, Reuters news service reported. 

But employee theft has proved especially difficult to combat, according to a July report by the University of Miami's Institute for Cuban and Cuban-American Studies.  "Corruption, cheating and pretending" are part of daily life in Cuba, according to the report, based on the views of recent Cuban arrivals who took part in a series of focus groups.  "Theft of food and merchandise from state enterprises is seen as normal and necessary to make ends meet," the report said.  "No one asks where you work, but where you rob," one participant said.  The recent arrivals also reported a sharp rise in materialism.  It wasn't always that way, American scholars say. 

During the early years of the revolution, materialism largely disappeared along with "traditional forms of corruption," according to a 1999 study by Beatriz Casals and Sergio Díaz-Briquets of the Maryland-based Association for the Study of the Cuban Economy.  "Puritanical revolutionary fervor" reigned, they said. "Money was no longer the path to power."  An absolute commitment to socialism was the key, they said. That ensured success and allowed at least some access to such perks as travel, cars, imported electronics, beach vacations and choice housing.  Cuban officials have denied giving anyone preferential treatment. But some outside experts question that, and say some party loyalists enjoy more perks than the rest.  If someone falls from grace, however, the same perks are sometimes used to label the person as corrupt.  No matter, many ordinary Cubans want a piece of the action.  The problem is, there aren't enough perks to go around these days. So they say they "resolve" whatever they can when inspectors aren't looking.  It's no easy task because the government's eyes seem to be everywhere. 

Over the past five years, inspectors have conducted 76,440 surprise audits and 53,300 price inspections at state-run businesses, official Cuban media reported in June.  Cuba's National Association of Economists and Accountants, along with government auditors and finance officials, also recruit thousands of university students, professors and other professionals for a flurry of inspections nationwide every November.  When irregularities are found, all the employees on duty when something is stolen – and not just the offender – face possible dismissal.  "That's because the inspectors assume that the other employees had to have seen something," explained Sylvia, a gift-shop manager who asked that her last name not be used. 

Retail losses are also a problem in the United States. In 2002, workers stole an estimated $15.7 billion in merchandise, or 1.65 percent of total annual sales, a University of Florida survey showed last year. Shoplifters weren't far behind, making off with more than $10.7 billion in goods.  
What makes Cuba different, experts say, is that the vast majority of culprits are government employees, not shoplifters.  The most successful thieves usually follow a few rules:  • They don't get too greedy.  • They cover their tracks.  • They change jobs frequently.  • They share their loot with willing inspectors, bosses, co-workers and friends. 

Some restaurant heists are quite elaborate, involving precise measurements of such things as animal fat, number of servings and excess bones.  Other thefts – including the frozen chicken caper – are quite simple, a former restaurant worker said.  Say you receive a 40-pound shipment of chicken. An inspector could arrive at any moment, so you act fast. You take three or four pounds of poultry from the box and add exactly the same weight in rocks, stuffing them inside the remaining birds.  You've suddenly got enough for dinner – and it didn't cost a cent. 

	A hypothetical: If 470,000 people – 10 percent of the Cuban labor force – stole $1 in merchandise from the government every week, that would amount to $24.4 million per year. 


 
USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 9 September 2004 to 16 September 2004, included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

9 September 2004 To 16 September 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	95,400

metric tons
	150,000

metric tons
	153,300

metric tons
	80,800

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,200

metric tons
	5,500

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	165,000
metric tons
	90,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	38,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	9,000

metric tons
	
	11,000

metric tons
	15,300

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	15,000

metric tons
	121,600

metric tons
	165,800

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	10,000

metric tons
	43,000

metric tons
	59,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	
	
	10,000

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	2,900

running bales
	700

running bales
	1,000

metric tons
	600

running bales
	

	Totals
	279,400 metric tons; 2,900 bales
	265,000 metric tons;700 bales
	344,400 metric tons;1,000 bales
	375,900  metric tons;600 bales
	


VISITOR ARRIVALS IN CUBA CONTINUE TO INCREASE IN 2004- The Ministry of Tourism of the Republic of Cuba reported that visitor arrivals continue to increase in 2004:

	Visitor Arrivals For The Period 1 January 2004 Through 1 July 2004

	2004
	2003
	2002
	2004/2003
	2004/2002

	1,293,748
	1,154,936
	1,007,918
	112%
	128%


FOREIGN MINISTER OF RUSSIA TO VISIT CUBA- H.E. Sergey Lavrov, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, will visit the Republic of Cuba from 27 September 2004 to 29 September 2004.  The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation reported that bilateral trade with the Republic of Cuba during the period 1 January 2004 through 1 June 2004 was approximately US$133 million, an increase of 9% compared to the same period in 2003.
EDITOR’S NOTE- Despite repeated efforts by the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council to educate both the public (federal, state, and local government) and private (media, organizations, and companies) sectors, there continues to be erroneous publication as to what products are included in the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA), signed into law in October 2000.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  The TSRA does not regulate the export of healthcare products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.  The export (on a cash basis) of healthcare products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba remain regulated under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992.  
DIRECTOR OF OFAC TO RESIGN- Mr. R. Richard Newcomb, Director of the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., since 1987, has announced his resignation, effective 1 October 2004.  Mr. Newcomb will be joining a law firm.  In the mid-1990’s, Mr. Newcomb was the subject of an ethics investigation that concluded he improperly met with representatives of United States-based companies subject to investigation by the OFAC.
SENATE COMMITTEE APPROVES OFAC COMMERCIAL TRAVEL AMENDEMENT- On 15 September 2004, the Committee on Appropriations of the United States Senate approved, without debate, the following amendment, presented by The Honorable Byron Dorgan (D- North Dakota) and co-sponsored by The Honorable Larry Craig (R- Idaho), The Honorable Tim Johnson (D- South Dakota), The Honorable Richard Durbin (D- Illinois), The Honorable Tom Harkin (D- Iowa), and The Honorable Mary Landrieu (D- Louisiana).  Senator Craig visited the Republic of Cuba in February 2004 and Senator Harkin visited the Republic of Cuba in February 2003.  On 9 September 2004, the Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, and General Government of the Committee on Appropriations of the United States Senate approved the amendment, by voice vote.  
	AMENDMENT NO._____




Calender_____ No._____

Purpose: To facilitate travel that is related to making licensed sales of agricultural goods to Cuba.    

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES(108TH Cong., 2nd Sess.

H.R.

An act making appropriations for Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2005, and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee  on ___________________________________

And ordered to be printed

Ordered to lie on the table and to be printed

AMENDMENT intended to be proposed by Mr. DORGAN for himself and Mr. Craig, Johnson, Durbin, Harkin, Landrieu, 

Viz:

At the appropriate place in the bill, add the following:

SEC. 760. TRAVEL RELATING TO COMMERCIAL SALES OF AGRICULTURAL AND MEDICAL GOODS. Section 910(a) of the Trade Sanctions Reform And Export Enhancement Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7209(a)) is amended to read as follows:

“(a) AUTHORIZATION OF TRAVEL RELATING TO COMMERCIAL SALES OF AGRICULTURAL AND MEDICAL GOODS- The Secretary of the Treasury shall promulgate regulations under which the travel-related transactions listed in paragraph (c) of section 515.560 of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations, are authorized by general license for travel to, from, or within Cuba for the purpose of conferring, exhibiting, marketing, planning, sales negotiation, delivery, expediting, facilitating, or servicing commercial export sale of agricultural and medical goods pursuant to the provisions of this title.”.




REPRESENTATIVE FLAKE WITHDRAWS OFAC TRAVEL AMENDMENT- On 15 September 2004, The Honorable Jeff Flake (R- Arizona, 6th) withdrew an amendment to the Transportation, Treasury, and Independent Agencies Appropriation Act of 2005 in the United States House of Representatives that would have restricted, for one fiscal year, the authorization for the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., to enforce certain provisions of the Cuban Assets Control Regulations (CACR).  A reason for the withdrawl of the amendment was concern that support for the amendment might be reduced and concern that the amendment might be defeated.  The text of a media release by Representative Flake issued on 15 September 2004:

	Office of Congressman Jeff Flake

Congressman Flake Withdraws Amendment Lifting Cuba Travel Ban

Policy Effort Being Mired in Election Years Politics

Washington, D.C. - Arizona Congressman Jeff Flake, a member of the House International Relations Committee, today gave the following statement on the floor of the House of Representatives regarding his decision to withdraw his amendment that would effectively lift the ban on Americans traveling to Cuba:

"Mr. Speaker, for the past four years I have stood to offer this same amendment, an amendment to restore the basic right of Americans to travel to Cuba. The Flake amendment has, for the past three years, enjoyed broad bipartisan support in the Congress, and for good reason. For the past 45 years we have attempted to bring about regime change in Cuba, only to see Fidel Castro outlast nine U.S. presidents. All the while, his countrymen have been denied their most basic human rights. 

"A compelling case could be made that our policy of isolating Cuba made sense during the Cold War. As a pawn of the Soviet Union, Cuba was actively exporting the revolution with its troops around the world. But we are more than a decade removed from the Cold War. We face new challenges, challenges that, it can be safely said, don't include the spread of Cuban-style communism.

"Our challenge is to export freedom to Cuba, and for this cause our current policy is as outdated as the cars that ply the highways of Havana. How can we promote liberty in Cuba with a policy that denies our own citizens the right to travel to the island? How can we foster respect for basic human dignity when we tell Cuban Americans that they can no longer send soap and toothpaste to their long-suffering relatives in Cuba?

"Have we become so blinded by short-term politics that we fail to see the long-term consequences of our policy? In a word, yes. I should note that this blindness does not only affect the Republican Party. The Democratic leadership hasn't offered a vision that is much clearer. Unfortunately, neither party can see past Florida when trying to decide what to do about Cuba.

"With this bill today, and in other bills this year, we will appropriate tens of millions of dollars relating to Cuba. It is fitting that we ask, for what purpose? So that think tanks in Miami can churn out more reports telling the Congress, unsurprisingly, that we ought to continue the current policy, which includes giving them money? So that daily television programs can be produced in Miami that Cubans will never see? So that a little-league team in Arizona won't be able to play baseball with their peers in Cuba? So that faith-based groups in Indiana distributing bibles in Cuba can be fined for their evangelical zeal? So that a grieving daughter in South Carolina won't be able to attend her mother's funeral in Cuba? As a Republican, I fail to see anything conservative about these policies.

"There is a saying, "No man is an island," yet our policy assumes that Fidel Castro is Cuba's only resident. The people of Cuba have suffered decades under his rule. Our policies, particularly those enacted just months ago which limit family charity, have only added to their burdens. 

"Unfortunately, the timing of this legislation this year does not lend itself to a reasoned and thoughtful debate about our policy toward Cuba. Our efforts in this area have always been bipartisan in nature. But, with elections so close and politics so raw, this debate would not receive the thoughtful deliberation it deserves.

"I want to thank those members of Congress on both sides of the aisle who are working so hard for a more effective and reasonable Cuba policy - those who believe that promoting freedom in Cuba is best achieved by giving Americans more freedom. Our efforts will resume as soon as the electoral smoke clears.

"It is my understanding that Congressman Davis of Florida will offer an amendment to roll back the new restrictions on family travel by Cuban Americans. My colleagues and I look forward to helping Congressman Davis with his worthy efforts.  "With that, Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my amendment."


On 9 September 2003, the United States House of Representatives approved (381 For; 39 Against; 14 Not Voting) H.R. 2989, the “Transportation, Treasury, and Independent Agencies Appropriation Act of 2004” which provides spending authority for the fiscal year ending 30 September 2004:  

	SEC. 745.  (a) None of the funds made available in this Act may be used to administer or enforce part 515 of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations (the Cuban Assets Control Regulations) with respect to any travel or travel-related transaction.  (b) The limitation established in subsection (a) shall not apply to the administration of general or specific licenses for travel or travel-related transactions, shall not apply to section 515.204, 515.206, 515.332, 515.536, 515.544, 515.547, 515.560(c)(3), 515.569, 515.571, or 515.803 of such part 515, and shall not apply to transactions in relation to any business travel covered by section 515.560(g) of such part 515. 


Representative Flake’s amendment received fewer votes in 2003 than in 2002, a decline of 13%, attributable to the impact of decisions by the government of the Republic of Cuba in April 2003 and May 2003 relating to manner by which Republic of Cuba nationals were arrested, detained, tried, imprisoned, and executed; and, for Republicans, not being positioned as opposing The Honorable George W. Bush, President of the United States of America, on an issue deemed by the President to be of importance relating to the State of Florida in terms of the 2004 election.  In 2003, the amendment received 27% fewer Republican votes compared to 2002 and received 8% fewer Democratic votes compared to 2002.  Overall, there was an increase of 21% in votes against the amendment compared to 2002. 

	Representative Flake (SEC. 745)

	2003
	2002
	2001

	For
	Against
	Not Voting
	For
	Against
	Not Voting
	For
	Against
	Not Voting

	227
	188
	20
	262
	167
	6
	240
	186
	9


SYSCO CORPORTATION RENOUNCES AGREEMENT TO EXPORT PRODUCTS TO CUBA- On 23 August 2004, Houston, Texas-based SYSCO Corporation (2003 revenues exceeded US$26 billion) reported that the company had renounced an “advocacy agreement” signed on 11 August 2004 between Mr. David Dickson, president of Calera, Alabama-based SYSCO Food Services of Central Alabama, Inc., and Mr. Pedro Alvarez, chairman of Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).  SYSCO Food Services of Central Alabama, Inc., had signed agreements for the delivery of approximately US$500,000.00 in food products for use in food service (hotels, restaurants, schools, hospitals, etc.), which are now not expected to be delivered to the Republic of Cuba.  In November 2003, representatives of Palmetto, Florida-based Port Manatee signed, then removed an “advocacy statement” included memorandum of understanding with Alimport.    

	Alimport has generally placed a value of US$10 million on “advocacy agreements” signed with United States-based entities that agree to “support” or “encourage” or “agree to promote” or have “intention” to seek a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba; and visits by certain (defined as supporting a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba) members of the United States Congress have also resulted in agreements with Alimport.   

	Representatives of United States-based companies that have exported or seek to export food and agricultural products to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the TSRA report that the companies are receiving pressure from representatives of Alimport to be “more public” and “more forceful” about their opposition to United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba.  Representatives of United States-based companies report that representatives of Alimport have decreased purchases from United States-based companies whose “commitment” to a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba is suspect; or have stated that products would be sourced from those United States-based companies that “support our position.”

	SYSCO Corporation is the first reported United States-based company to have signed an “advocacy agreement” and the first reported United States-based company to have renounced an “advocacy agreement.”  Alimport has generally targeted Members of the United States Congress (Senate and House of Representatives), States (Governors, Lieutenant Governors, Agricultural Commissioners, Agricultural Secretaries, etc.), and Organizations (ports, agricultural, etc.) to sign “advocacy agreements” as representatives of United States-based companies have refused to sign “advocacy agreements,” determining that such documents are an unnecessary politicalization and corruption of the commercial process.  

	According to the company, “SYSCO is the largest marketer and distributor of foodservice products in North America, with a distribution network that extends throughout the United States and Canada. The company operates 151 distribution facilities, serving more than 420,000 customers including restaurants, hotels, schools, hospitals, retirement homes and other locations where meals are prepared away from home. The company generated sales of $26.1 billion for its fiscal year 2003 that ended June 28, 2003. SYSCO distributes a wide variety of fresh, frozen and specialty meats, seafood, poultry, fruits and vegetables, bakery products, canned and dry foods, paper and disposable products, sanitation items, dairy foods, beverages, kitchen and tabletop equipment, medical and surgical supplies and hotel operating supplies.”

	Classic Cuban Sandwich (From SYSCO Corporation Internet Site)

Source: Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board

Yield: 24 sandwiches

[image: image1.jpg]



Ingredients: 10 lb. SYSCO Classic Pork shoulder or brisket; 3 Tbsp. Cuban Spice Mixture - SYSCO Imperial/McCormick (see below); 6 cloves Arrezzio garlic, mashed; 2 Tbsp. SYSCO Imperial/McCormick cracked black pepper; 24 5-inch SYSCO Classic soft white rolls; 1 1/2 C. SYSCO Classic mustard; 24 slices (4 large) SYSCO Imperial tomato, sliced; 3 C. SYSCO Classic Pickles, sour, thinly sliced; 48 slices SYSCO Arrezzio salami, thinly sliced; 48 slices SYSCO Classic Wisconsin Swiss cheese, sliced.  Cuban Spice Mixture: onion flakes, ground cloves, crumbled bay leaf, oregano, red pepper flakes, salt)

Preparation: 1. Place meat in roasting pan and rub with Cuban spice mixture, garlic, and pepper; cover with foil, add 1/2 inch water to bottom of pan, and roast 4 hours at 325 degrees F. or until very tender.  2. Remove from heat and cool to room temperature.  3. Shred meat.  4. Place shredded meat in pot with pan juices from roasting pan, and simmer with additional seasonings, if needed, until moist but nor runny.  5. Keep warm.  6. TO MAKE A SANDWICH: Lay bottom of opened roll on clean surface.  7. Spread with 1 Tbsp. mustard.  8. Top with 1 thin tomato slice, 2 Tbsp. pickle slices, 4 oz. warm pulled pork, 2 thin slices of salami, and 2 slices cheese.  9. Top with roll lid.  10. Serve as is or it may be griddled like a panini and served hot to melt the cheese.


SYSCO Corporation could have provided substantial cost savings for food products sourced for the benefit of the 11.2 million citizens of the Republic of Cuba and the reported 1.8 million visitors to the Republic of Cuba in 2003.  SYSCO Corporation could have provided “one-stop shopping” for many of the institutional food service products imported by Republic of Cuba-based entities.  

	As one United States-based executive commented: “SYSCO Corporation is headquartered in Texas and has substantial operations in Florida.  Rather than evaluate the potential relationship in macro terms, they [Alimport] sought immediate gratification through a political document.  Sadly, I many times I believe that they would rather have issues than relationships.”  


In April 2004, The Honorable C.L. Otter (R- Idaho, 1st District), The Honorable Loretta Sanchez (D- California, 46th District), and The Honorable Linda Sanchez (D- California, 39th District), members of the United States House of Representatives, visited the Republic of Cuba to attend a “TSRA Purchasing Conference” hosted by Alimport.  Alimport invited representatives of United States-based companies and United States-based entities to attend an event in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, to contract for agricultural products and food products.  Representative Loretta Sanchez previously visited the Republic of Cuba in May 2002.  Representatives Sanchez and Sanchez signed an “advocacy agreement” with Alimport whereby Alimport agreed to purchase US$10 million in agricultural products and food products, including, but not limited to dairy, eggs, lumber, produce, and livestock from California-based companies; and Representatives Sanchez and Sanchez agree to seek changes in United States law and policy towards the Republic of Cuba.  Representative Otter previously visited the Republic of Cuba in February 2004 with a delegation including The Honorable Larry Craig (R- Idaho) and representatives from fifteen Idaho-based agricultural associations and Idaho-based companies, during which they signed a US$10 million “advocacy agreement” with Alimport; and in March 2003.  

	The Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) was signed into law in October 2000.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  NOTE: The TSRA does not regulate the export of healthcare products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba; the export of healthcare products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba remain regulated under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992.  


The text of an advocacy agreement, presented by Mr. Pedro Alvarez Borrego, chairman and chief executive officer of Alimport, as a “communiqué,” was agreed to in advance of the visit to the Republic of Cuba by Senator Craig and Representative Otter.  There are two errors of fact in the “communiqué”:  First, the “Joint Communiqué” was not signed by representatives of “The Idaho State Government of the United States of America,” as neither Senator Craig nor Representative Otter was representing The Honorable Dirk Kempthorne (R), Governor of the State of Idaho.  Second, The Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) was signed into law in October 2000, not, “2001.”  The government of the Republic of Cuba commenced purchases under the TSRA in December 2001, after rejecting the use of the TSRA from the period October 2000 to November 2001.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  NOTE: The TSRA does not regulate the export of healthcare products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba; the export of healthcare products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba remain regulated under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992.  

	Joint Communiqué Between The Idaho State Government of the United States of America And The Empresa Comercializadora de Cuba

	The United States Senator Larry Craig and Congressman C.L. Otter from Idaho acknowledge Cuba as a potential market for Idaho agricultural products including but not limited to wheat, potato seeds, paper, onions, cattle, beans, chicken, turkey, fruits, supermarket products and services.
The United States Senator Larry Craig and Congressman C.L. Otter from Idaho recognize the Empresa Comercializadora de Alimentos (hereinafter referred to as Alimport) as the registered Cuban Corporation that is Cuba’s largest importer of food supplies.

The United States Senator Larry Craig and Congressman C.L. Otter from Idaho further acknowledge that the United States Congress approved lifting of certain trade restrictions with Cuba in 2001 and since that time Alimport has steadily increases its food and agricultural purchases from American suppliers.

The United States Senator Larry Craig and Congressman C.L. Otter from Idaho acknowledge that Alimport has consistently expressed its desire to normalize relations between Cuba and the United States.

Alimport acknowledges Idaho as a potential supplier of approved agricultural commodities.  In the spirit of understanding and cooperation and desiring to establish friendship and trade relations with the people of Idaho, Alimport expresses its willingness to negotiate and sign contracts with Idaho based companies at a value of US Dollars 10,000,000.00 for the supply of approved agricultural commodities.

The United States Senator Larry Craig and Congressman C.L. Otter from Idaho agree to promote broader understanding of the value of Cuba as a trading partner and will encourage increased business relationship by promoting commerce between Idaho and Cuba.  

The United States Senator Larry Craig and Congressman C.L. Otter from Idaho further agree to work with the Idaho congressional delegation to open up trade and travel with Cuba.

The United States Senator Larry Craig and Congressman C.L. Otter from Idaho also agree to help facilitate visas for Alimport guests to visit Idaho to promote mutually beneficial trade.

The undersigned recognize that their execution of this joint Communiqué does not represent a firm commitment to transact any business deals.

Larry Craig


C.L. Otter



Pedro Alvarez Borrego

United States Senator

United States Congressman

Chairman and CEO

State of Idaho


State of Idaho



ALIMPORT


On 8 December 2003, The Honorable Peter Deutsch (D- Florida, 20th District) and The Honorable Robert Menendez (D- New Jersey, 13th District), introduced legislation (H.R. 3670) designed to discourage the type of documents signed by the previously-referenced entities and individuals.  The text of H.R. 3670: 

	Anti-Communist Cooperation Act of 2003 (Introduced in House)
108th CONGRESS

1st Session
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to impose a 100 percent tax on amounts received from trading with Cuba if the trading is conditioned explicitly or otherwise on lobbying Congress to lift trade or travel restrictions on Cuba. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. DEUTSCH (for himself and Mr. MENENDEZ) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Ways and Means 

A BILL

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to impose a 100 percent tax on amounts received from trading with Cuba if the trading is conditioned explicitly or otherwise on lobbying Congress to lift trade or travel restrictions on Cuba. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the `Anti-Communist Cooperation Act of 2003'. 

SEC. 2. 100 PERCENT TAX ON AMOUNTS RECEIVED BY CERTAIN PERSONS FROM TRADING WITH CUBA. 

(a) IN GENERAL- Subtitle D of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by inserting after chapter 44 the following new chapter:

`CHAPTER 45--TAX ON AMOUNTS RECEIVED BY CERTAIN PERSONS FROM TRADING WITH CUBA

`Sec. 4986. Imposition of tax. 

`SEC. 4986. IMPOSITION OF TAX. 

`(a) IN GENERAL- There is hereby imposed on any United States person a tax of 100 percent of the amount received by such person directly or indirectly from the sale, lease, or licensing of property or services for consumption or use in Cuba if there is an agreement or understanding that such person will directly or indirectly lobby Congress to lift trade or travel restrictions on Cuba.
`(b) ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS- 

`(1) PAYMENTS TAXED ONLY ONCE- Gross income shall not include any payment on which tax is imposed by subsection (a).

`(2) OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS- For purposes of subtitle F, any tax imposed by this section shall be treated as a tax imposed by subtitle A.'

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT- The table of chapters for subtitle D is amended by inserting after the item relating to chapter 44 the following new item:

`Chapter 45. Tax on amounts received by certain persons from trading with Cuba.' 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE- The amendments made by this section shall apply to amounts received after the date of the enactment of this Act.


	In January 2004, The Honorable Andre Bauer, Lieutenant Governor of the State of South Carolina, signed an “advocacy agreement” with Alimport valued at US$10 million.

	In December 2003, The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Governor of the State of Kansas, who did not visit the Republic of Cuba, signed an “advocacy agreement” with Alimport that stipulates that the government of the State of Kansas will “encourage” a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba and Alimport “expresses its willingness” to purchase US$10 million in agricultural products and food products from Kansas-based companies

	In September 2003, The Honorable Max Baucus (D- Montana) and The Honorable Denny Rehberg (R- Montana, At-Large) visited the Republic of Cuba with a delegation including representatives of seven Montana-based agricultural commodity companies.  Both Senator Baucus and Representative Rehberg previously visited the Republic of Cuba.  Alimport agreed to purchase, by March 2004, approximately US$10 million in agricultural products and food products from Montana-based companies.

	In October of 2003, representatives of Indianapolis, Indiana-based Indiana Farm Bureau signed a “memorandum of understanding” valued at US$15 million (the products were to be purchased by April 2004; but the goal of the document has not been achieved, according to a representative of the Indiana Farm Bureau) with Alimport.  The document included an “advocacy statement.”

	In November 2003, representatives of Port Manatee signed a “memorandum of understanding” with Alimport.  Subsequently, Port Manatee removed advocacy language from their agreement.    

	In 2003, Des Moines, Iowa-based The Greater Des Moines Partnership, signed an agreement with Alimport similar to that of the “communiqué” signed by Senator Craig and Representative Otter; a U.S. Dollar value for purchases by Alimport was not, however, included in the document. 


VERMONT AGRICULTURAL SECRETARY VISITS CUBA; NO ADVOCACY AGREEMENT- The Honorable Steve Kerr, Secretary of Agriculture of the State of Vermont, visited the Republic of Cuba from 6 September 2004 to 12 September 2004 during which he signed an agreement valued at approximately US$7 million with Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).  Secretary Kerr reports that an “advocacy agreement” was not signed with Alimport and that an “advocacy agreement” was not mentioned by representatives of Alimport.  The ability of the State of Vermont to obtain a commercial agreement with Alimport without the inclusion of an “advocacy agreement” is demonstrative of an appropriate commercial relationship between a United States-based entity and Alimport. 

	Alimport has generally placed a value of US$10 million on “advocacy agreements” signed with United States-based entities that agree to “support” or “encourage” or “agree to promote” or have “intention” to seek a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba; and visits by certain (defined as supporting a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba) members of the United States Congress have also resulted in agreements with Alimport.   


The agreement outlines terms of delivery for apples (five containers valued at US$100,000.00), heifers (50 registered Jerseys and 50 registered Holsteins, between 15 months to 18 months in age; cost approximately US$1,200.00 to US$3,500.00 each; for Spring 2005 delivery), apples (2,000 bushels), and powdered nonfat milk (3,000 metric tons valued at US$6 million to be delivered in three shipments of 1,000 metric tons each during the period October 2004 through December 2004).  The primary sources for the powered nonfat milk will be Middlebury, Vermont-based Agri-Mark and St. Albans, Vermont-based St. Albans Co-op.  Secretary Kerr reported that two cases of McIntosh apples will be sent to Alimport for evaluation, but expects to sell two containers of Red Delicious apples; he reported that forty-eight small bottles of maple syrup were presented to representatives of Alimport- and additional samples are being sent to Alimport for evaluation.  

	The Honorable Brian Dubie, Lieutenant Governor of the State of Vermont, visited the Republic of Cuba from 12 April 2004 to 16 April 2004 to attend a “TSRA Purchasing Conference” hosted by Alimport.  The Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.    


CBP PERMITS VERMONT AGRICULTURAL SECRETARY TO RETAIN CIGARS FROM CUBA- The Honorable Steve Kerr, Secretary of Agriculture of the State of Vermont, who visited the Republic of Cuba from 6 September 2004 to 12 September 2004, reported receiving a box of twenty-four Cohiba brand cigars from H.E. Dr. Fidel Castro Ruz, president of the Republic of Cuba, which has a retail value of approximately US$300.00 to US$400.00.  Officers of Bureau of Customs and Border Protection (CBP) within the Department of Homeland Security did not confiscate the cigars upon Secretary Kerr’s arrival at Miami International Airport in Miami, Florida.  Representatives of the United States Department of the Treasury and the United States Department of Homeland Security have indicated that the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., are considering enforcement measures against Secretary Kerr.  On 16 June 2004, OFAC issued the following changes to the Cuban Assets Control Regulations (CACR), effective on 30 June 2004:

	On October 10, 2003, the President announced the establishment of a Commission for Assistance to a Free Cuba (the "Commission"), an interagency commission tasked with identifying ways to hasten Cuba's transition to a free and open society and identifying U.S. Government programs that could assist the Cuban people during such a transition.  On May 1, 2004, the Commission delivered its Report to the President, recommending, among other things, a number of proposed changes to the U.S. sanctions with respect to Cuba.  On May 6, 2004, the President directed the implementation of certain of the Report's recommendations.  In an interim final rule, the Office of Foreign Assets Control ("OFAC") is amending the Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 C.F.R. part 515 (the "CACR"), to implement these recommendations, to make additional changes consistent with the President's policy with respect to Cuba, and to make certain technical and clarifying changes.

	Importation of Cuban merchandise.  Paragraph (c)(3) of Section 515.560 is amended to eliminate the general license authorizing licensed travelers to Cuba to purchase in Cuba and return to the United States with up to $100 worth of Cuban merchandise for personal consumption.  The amended paragraph (c) now explains that, with the exception noted below, no merchandise may be purchased or otherwise acquired in Cuba and then brought back to the United States.  OFAC has added a note to paragraph (c) explaining that this rule does not apply to the purchase in Cuba and importation into the United States of informational materials, which continue to be exempt from the prohibitions of the CACR, as described in Section 515.206.


NORTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURE COMMISSIONER DELAYS VISIT TO CUBA- The Honorable Roger Johnson, Commissioner of Agriculture of North Dakota, who has visited the Republic of Cuba three times, was scheduled to visit the Republic of Cuba from 12 September 2004 to 15 September 2004, but delayed the visit due to the potential impact of hurricane Ivan.  Commissioner Johnson was to be accompanied by Mr. Eric Bartsch, executive director of the Bismarck, North Dakota-based North Dakota Dry Pea and Lentil Association and Mr. Greg Johnson, president of Minot, North Dakota-based Premier Pulses International, Inc.  The visit is expected to be rescheduled for October 2004.  Representatives of the Bismarck, North Dakota-based North Dakota Farm Bureau, whose representatives have also visited the Republic of Cuba, are also planning another visit.

	The Honorable Kent Conrad (D- North Dakota), a member of the United States Senate, visited the Republic of Cuba in February 2003.  Accompanying Senator Conrad was Mr. Robert L. Carlson, president of the Jamestown, North Dakota-based North Dakota Farmers Union.  The Honorable Byron Dorgan (D- North Dakota), a member of the United States Senate, visited the Republic of Cuba in 1999.    

	In July 2002, The Honorable John Hoeven (R), Governor of the State of North Dakota; The Honorable Jack Dalrymple, Lieutenant Governor of the State of North Dakota; and The Honorable Roger Johnson, Commissioner of Agriculture of the State of North Dakota visited the Republic of Cuba.

	Lieutenant Governor Dalrymple, Commissioner Johnson, and representatives of the North Dakota Farm Bureau attended the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana (Pabexpo) in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, 26 September 2002 through 30 September 2002.  


ARGENTINA AGREES TO ACCEPT HEALTHCARE PRODUCTS FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS- The government of Argentina, which is owed approximately US$2 billion by the government of the Republic of Cuba, has agreed to accept Republic of Cuba-produced healthcare products in exchange for agricultural products (soybeans, etc.).  The reported value of the three-year agreement is US$100 million.  Given continuing defaults by Republic of Cuba government-operated entities, the Central Bank of Argentina has since 1992 required all payments for exports to the Republic of Cuba to be received sixty days prior to products being delivered to the Republic of Cuba.  In 2003, Republic of Cuba government-operated entities reportedly purchased approximately US$130 million in agricultural products from Argentina-based companies. 
BRAZIL REPORTS POULTRY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Brazilian Office of Foreign Trade (SECEX) of the government of Brazil reported the following data for exports of poultry from Brazil to the Republic of Cuba:
	Poultry (Chicken)

	Reporting Period
	Value (Metric Tons)

	2004 (January to June)
	18,938

	2003
	10,546

	2002
	24,053


	Poultry (Turkey)

	Reporting Period
	Value (Metric Tons)

	2004 (January to June)
	-0-

	2003
	1,494

	2002
	1,736


US$30.6 MILLION IN JULY 2004 TSRA EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of July 2004 was US$32,387,579.00, of which US$30,695,375.00 consisted of agricultural products and food products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  
	In June 2002, Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million (actual US$138,634,784.00) and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million (actual US$256,901,471.00).  In 2003, representatives of Alimport projected that TSRA purchases in 2004 would be approximately US$320 million; however, in August 2004, representatives of Alimport increased the projection to US$440 million.


The government of the Republic of Cuba imported (not including transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees) from throughout the world, including from the United States, approximately US$709,979,366.00 in agricultural products and food products in 2003; US$608,548,665.00 in 2002; US$532,010,554.00 in 2001; and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  NOTE: Inclusion of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees, and continually presenting multi-year cumulative values and expected purchases in data is misleading, as the actual cost of goods sold, on a year-by-year basis, remains the meaningful value to be disseminated.  Transportation costs, when detailed, are important when considering the overall economic impact of exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, but should not be added to the value of products, as the result is an inflated value for products.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, among other products as “agricultural products.”   

	The United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, as agricultural products.   

	The United States Department of Commerce does not define “Cannulae and the like and part and accessories” as an agricultural product; a cannulae is a small tube that can be inserted into a narrow duct in the body or even something as small as a vessel.  This item, exported to the Republic of Cuba in April 2004, was licensed under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992.  In May 2004, “Medical Surgical Dental/Veterinary Furniture, NESOI” was reported as exported to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis.  This product was authorized under the CDA, not the TSRA.  In June 2004, “Cough and Cold Preparations, NESOI” was reported as exported to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis.  This product was authorized under the CDA, not the TSRA.

	The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and all agricultural products in calculating TSRA-authorized exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2003
	2004
	% Change
	2003
	2004
	% Change

	January
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%

	February
	US$9,036,856.00
	US$28,025,200.00
	+210.12%
	US$25,876,117.00
	US$57,156,611.00
	+120.89%

	March
	US$17,463,552.00
	US$59,098,113.00
	+238.41%
	US$43,339,669.00
	US$116,254,724.00
	+168.24%

	April
	US$24,574,122.00
	US$55,303,148.00
	+125.05%
	US$67,913,791.00
	US$171,557,872.00
	+152.61%

	May
	US$21,260,422.00
	US$32,753,883.00
	+54.06%
	US$89,174,213.00
	US$204,311,755.00
	+129.12%

	June
	US$12,915,745.00
	US$38,735,589.00
	+199.91%
	US$102,089,958.00
	US$243,047,344.00
	+138.07%

	July
	US$22,384,035.00
	US$29,981,917.00
	+33.94%
	US$124,473,993.00
	US$273,029,261.00
	+119.35%


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the TSRA was reported in December 2001.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2004-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	January 2004
	US$30,280,169.00
	29th (of 202)

	February 2004
	US$27,621,918.00
	36th (of 214)

	March  2004
	US$60,459,205.00
	17th (of 218)

	April 2004
	US$55,232,424.00
	19th (of 222)

	May 2004
	US$33,202,590.00
	24th (of 223)

	June 2004
	US$39,874,688.00
	18th (of 225)

	July 2004
	US$30,695,375.00
	25th (of 225)

	      Sub-Total 2004
	US$277,366,369.00
	22nd (of 225)

	     Total 2003
	US$256,901,471.00
	35th  (of 219)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$677,221,530.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs.  NOTE: There were value changes to poultry (chicken) data from January 2004; however, the corrected values are included below.  

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	July 2004
	Year-To-Date

	0203292000
	Meat of swine, processed, frozen, nesoi
	Savannah, GA
	US$85,798.00
	US$361,730.00

	0203292000
	Meat of swine, processed, frozen, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$59,208.00
	US$59,208.00

	0207120040
	Chickens, whole, frozen, except young
	Tampa, FL
	US$126,880.00
	US$411,252.00

	0207140010
	Leg quarters of chickens, frozen
	Norfolk, VA
	US$233,863.00
	US$423,666.00

	0207140010
	Leg quarters of chickens, frozen
	Savannah, GA
	US$357,157.00
	US$580,177.00

	0207140010
	Leg quarters of chickens, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	US$1,411,482.00
	US$5,492,458.00

	0207140010
	Leg quarters of chickens, frozen
	Mobile, AL*
	US$4,495,959.00
	US$31,850,349.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$279,714.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$261,380.00

	0207140050
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,940,042.00

	0207270090
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Tampa, FL
	US$48,000.00
	US$721,887.00

	0209000000
	Pig & poultry fat frsh chld frzn salted dried smkd
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$22,409.00

	0210011000
	Hams, shoulders &cuts, bone in , salted, drd, smkd
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$33,711.00

	0303390060
	Flat fish excl fillets/livers/roes; frozen, nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	US$12,855.00
	US$12,855.00

	0402100000
	Mlk & crm cntd w/n swt powdr gran/slds nov1.5% fat
	Tampa, FL
	US$997,880.00
	US$9,681,960.00

	0402100000
	Mlk & crm cntd w/n swt powdr gran/slds nov1.5% fat
	Mobile, AL
	US$1,722,825.00
	US$9,681,436.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$298,752.00

	0406300000
	Cheese, processed, not grated or powdered
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$33,600.00

	0406901000
	Cheese, cheddar, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$44,961.00

	0407000040
	Birds’ eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$98,280.00

	0407000040
	Birds’ eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Miami, FL
	US$28,080.00
	US$42,120.00

	0702000050
	Tomatoes, fresh or chilled, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,516.00

	0703105000
	Onions and shallots, nesoi, fresh or chilled
	Tampa, FL
	US$13,750.00
	US$13,750.00

	0712202000
	Onion powder or flour
	Tampa, FL
	US$12,730.00
	US$22,810.00

	0712904020
	Garlic powder or flour
	Tampa, FL
	US$13,104.00
	US$24,912.00

	0713104040
	Yellow peas, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$2,400,787.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$15,531.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,434,000.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Houston, TX
	
	US$1,365,000.00

	0806200000
	Grapes, dried (including raisins)
	Mobile, AL*
	US$46,087.00
	US$116,121.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$165,032.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$39,338.00

	0904120000
	Pepper of the genus piper, crushed or ground
	Tampa, FL
	US$4,788.00
	US$20,663.00

	0906200000
	Cinnamon & cinnamon- tree flowers, crushd or ground
	Tampa, FL
	US$3,538.00
	US$3.578.00

	0909300000
	Seeds of cumin
	Tampa, FL
	US$11,232.00
	US$11,232.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$68,034.00
	US$244,562.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$53,336.00

	1001100090
	Durum wheat, except seed
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$1,134,000.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed, nesoi
	New Orleans, LA
	US$3,872,526.00
	US$5,829,577.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	Houston, TX
	US$3,885,002.00
	US$23,166,748.00

	1005902020
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 1, except seed
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$10,681,926.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 2 except seed 
	New Orleans, LA
	US$2,567,974.00
	US$16,158,439.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$7,784,810.00

	1006204020
	Rice, long grain, husked (brown)
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,279,187.00

	1006301020
	Rice, semi or wholly milled, parboiled, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	US$14,792.00
	US$14,792.00

	1006301020
	Rice, semi or wholly milled, parboiled, long grain
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,155,051.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	US$11.954.00
	US$70,765.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$26,761,145.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Houston-Galveston, TX
	
	US$9,981,882.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$2,713,211.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$20,026,170.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$5,086,125.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$12,143,409.00

	1208100000
	Flours and meals of soybeans
	New Orleans, LA
	US$3,410,000.00
	US$17,844,682.00

	1501000020
	Lard
	Mobile, AL*
	US$46,956.00
	US$106,996.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,644,100.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$6,227,572.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,676,000.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$8,638.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/fryn fats wholly Vegtlb oils edbl artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL**
	US$18,420.00
	US$103,300.00

	1604206000
	Fish, prepared or preserved, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$22,311.00

	1605201025
	Shrimps and prawns, prepared, frozen, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	US$118,728.00
	US$118,728.00

	1605201050
	Shrimps and prawns, prepared or preserved, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$6,400.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$14,000.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Norfolk, VA
	US$16,524.00
	US$33,048.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$8,818.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$80,177.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Miami, FL**
	US$30,206.00
	US$148,806.00

	1901909085
	Food preps, nesoi, wheat-flour-soya blends
	Houston, TX
	US$5,326,777.00
	US$5,326,777.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$176,386.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$284,368.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Mobile, AL*
	US$14,798.00
	US$14,798.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL**
	US$39,731.00
	US$200,230.00

	208111000
	Peanut butter
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$6,493.00

	2009904000
	Mixtures of fruit juices, unfermented
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$36,900.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$48,401.00

	2103909070
	Mixed condiments and mixed seasonings
	Tampa, FL
	US$54,709.00
	US$54,709.00

	2103909090
	Sauces and preparations therefore, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$69,892.00

	2103909090
	Sauces and preparations therefore, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$4,240.00

	2104100020
	Soups, broths and preparations thereof, dried
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$49,632.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	New York, NY***
	
	US$361,931.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Norfolk, VA
	US$142,864.00
	US$502,805.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	US$77,366.00
	US$128,924.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, nesoi, canned
	Tampa, FL
	US$38,663.00
	US$60,577.00

	2106907090
	Edible preps, not canned/frzn, n/cont sugar, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$20,388.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,120.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$30,816.00

	2202909090
	Beverages nonalcoholic nesoi excl fruit/vegt juice
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$47,076.00

	2204214000
	Grape wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs 2l or less
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$52,509.00

	2204290020
	Grape wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol contrs ov 2 liters
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$16,450.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$15,212,287.00

	2306900000
	Vegetable oilcake & solid residue nesoi w/nt grnd
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$590,803.00

	2309901010
	Pet food put up for retail sale ex dog & cat food
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$12,994.00

	2835250000
	Calcium hydrogenorthophosphate (dicalc phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$714,860.00

	3004909176
	Cough and cold preparations, nesoi
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$15,348.00 (1)

	3100000000
	Fertilizers a fert materials
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$121,920.00

	3100000000
	Fertilizers a fert materials
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$1,080,750.00

	3504001000
	Protein solids
	Norfolk, VA
	US$91,466.00
	US$182,942.00

	3505100040
	Modified starches derived from corn (maize) starch
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$11,780.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$532,259.00

	4407100046
	Pitch pine etc lumber, n/trtd rough, ex finger-joint
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$68,059.00

	4407100053
	Pine, nesoi,lumber,not trtd/rough,ex finger-jointed
	Mobile, AL*
	US$30,627.00
	US$30,627.00

	4407990045
	Yellow poplar wood, lumber, rough
	Mobile, AL*
	US$114,730.00
	US$114,730.00

	4416003020
	Casks, barrels, hogsheads, used, assembled, wood
	Tampa, FL
	US$14,336.00
	US$47,438.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$75,327.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$44,310.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Tampa, FL
	US$767,182.00
	US$2,290,254.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$11,479.00

	4802575055
	Ppr/pbrd unctd nov 10% mech nesoi 40-150g/m2 sheet
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$479,000.00

	4811592000
	Prnting paper, not blechd wt <15x36x15cm
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$25,309.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$166,555.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$235,804.00
	US$1,674,053.00

	6305330000
	Sack & bag for pkg good mmade mat polyethylene
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$36,720.00

	8517505000
	Telephon app, carr-current line or digital line sys
	New York, NY***
	
	US$7,740.00

	8703240010
	Ambulances, hearses & prison vans >3,000 cc
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$8,500.00

	9018390050
	Cannulae and the like and part and accessories
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$2,650.00 (1)

	9209920000
	Pts & accessories for musical inst of heading 9202
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,270.00

	9402900020
	Medical surgical dental/veterinary furniture, nesoi
	Los Angeles,

CA
	
	US$66,062.00 (1)

	9406008090
	Prefabricated buildings, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$400,000.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$965,273.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	US$345,000.00
	US$530,955.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Buffalo, NY*****
	
	US$130,411.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$65,968.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Detroit, MI****
	
	US$25,000.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$26,585.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$82,494.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Houston, TX
	US$202,527.00
	US$202,527.00

	9802300000
	All wearing apparel, donated for relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,143.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	New York, NY***
	
	US$36,408.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$73,000.00
	US$1,156,370.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	US$171,587.00
	US$171,587.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	US$1,347,204.00
	US$1,871,376.00

	9809005000
	Shipments under $20,001, not identified by kind
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$20,840.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$32,387,579.00
	US$283,158,876.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.  

**While the reporting district is Miami, Florida, the shipping port does not include Miami, Florida, but does include Jacksonville, Florida; and can include airline charter/airline cargo from Miami International Airport.  

***The New York reporting district includes ports in New Jersey; and can include John F. Kennedy International Airport (charter flights).

**** The Detroit, Michigan reporting district means that the products were transported by ground to Canada and then to the Republic of Cuba.

*****The Buffalo, New York, reporting district means that the products were transported by ground to Canada and then to the Republic of Cuba.

(1) Exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992, which re-authorized the export of healthcare products to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis, cash only, with end-use restrictions.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2004 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2004

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$33,329.00

	9704000000
	Postage or revenue stamps, first day covers
	Boston, MA
	US$2,562.00

	9801001065
	Goods in heading 8703 returned after being exported
	Tampa, FL
	US$4,000.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$39,891.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN JULY 2004- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in July 2004 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2004 July
Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of July 2004 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Wheat
	US$7,757,528.00
	25.27%

	2
	Poultry (chicken)
	US$6,625,341.00
	21.58%

	3
	Wheat Flour-Soya Blens
	US$5,326,777.00
	17.35%

	4
	Soybean Flour
	US$3,410,000.00
	11.10%

	5
	Powdered Milk
	US$2,720,705.00
	8.86%

	6
	Corn
	US$2,567,974.00
	8.36%

	7
	Newsprint
	US$767,182.00
	2.49%

	8
	Cotton
	US$235,804.00
	.76%

	9
	Frozen Pork
	US$145,006.00
	.47%

	10
	Protein Concentrates
	US$142,864.00
	.46%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest TSRA Exports to Cuba
	US$29,699,181.00
	97.11%


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 2 September 2004 to 9 September 2004, 26 August 2004 to 2 September 2004, 19 August 2004 to 26 August 2004, 12 August 2004 to 19 August 2004, 5 August 2004 to 12 August 2004, included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

2 September 2004 To 9 September 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	95,400

metric tons
	150,000

metric tons
	153,300

metric tons
	80,800

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	5,200

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	165,000
metric tons
	105,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	24,100

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	9,000

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	11,000

metric tons
	
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	15,000

metric tons
	121,600

metric tons
	165,800

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	3,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	39,900

metric tons
	59,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	
	
	10,000

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	2,900

running bales
	900

running bales
	1,000

metric tons
	400

running bales
	

	Totals
	282,400 metric tons; 2,900 bales
	300,000 metric tons;900 bales
	341,300 metric tons;1,000 bales
	318,700  metric tons;400 bales
	


	

26 August 2004 To 2 September 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	120,400

metric tons
	150,000

metric tons
	130,200

metric tons
	80,800

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	5,200

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	169,900
metric tons
	105,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Soybeans
	9,000

metric tons
	1,100

metric tons
	
	2,400

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	15,000

metric tons
	121,600

metric tons
	165,800

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	8,000

metric tons
	39,900

metric tons
	59,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	
	
	10,000

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	2,900

running bales
	900

running bales
	1,000

metric tons
	400

running bales
	

	Totals
	304,300 metric tons; 2,900 bales
	284,100 metric tons;900 bales
	302,200 metric tons;1,000 bales
	318,700  metric tons;400 bales
	


	

19 August 2004 To 26 August 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	75,000

metric tons
	170,000

metric tons
	105,600

metric tons
	59,800

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	5,200

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	3,800

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	494,000

metric tons
	287,400

metric tons
	166,100

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	
	118,800

metric tons
	94,600

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	30,000

metric tons
	121,600

metric tons
	149,300

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	8,000

metric tons
	39,900

metric tons
	59,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	
	
	10,000

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	3,900

running bales
	1,100

running bales
	
	300

running bales
	

	Totals
	103,800 metric tons; 3,900 bales
	228,000 metric tons;1,100 bales
	890,400 metric tons
	660,800  metric tons;300 bales
	166,100 metric tons


	

12 August 2004 To 19 August 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	75,000

metric tons
	145,000

metric tons
	105,600

metric tons
	59,800

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	10,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	17,300

metric tons
	35,000

metric tons
	483,100

metric tons
	287,400

metric tons
	166,600

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	
	118,800

metric tons
	94,600

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	30,000

metric tons
	121,600

metric tons
	149,300

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	8,000

metric tons
	39,900

metric tons
	59,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	10,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	3,900

running bales
	1,100

running bales
	
	300

running bales
	

	Totals
	122,300 metric tons; 3,900 bales
	233,000 metric tons;1,100 bales
	874,300 metric tons
	650,800  metric tons;300 bales
	166,600 metric tons


	

5 August 2004 To 12 August 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

Sales This Week
	Outstanding

Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated

Exports This Week
	Accumulated

Exports Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	92,800

metric tons
	165,000

metric tons
	85,400

metric tons
	41,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	10,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	22,800

metric tons
	35,000

metric tons
	477,600

metric tons
	287,400

metric tons
	166,600

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	
	118,800

metric tons
	94,600

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	30,000

metric tons
	121,600

metric tons
	149,300

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	8,000

metric tons
	39,900

metric tons
	59,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	10,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	3,900

running bales
	1,100

running bales
	
	300

running bales
	

	Totals
	145,600 metric tons; 3,900 bales
	252,000 metric tons;1,100 bales
	848,600 metric tons
	632,400  metric tons;300 bales
	166,600 metric tons


PAYMENT DELAYS BY ALIMPORT MAY RESULT IN INVESTIGATION BY OFAC, U.S. CONGRESS- The Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose, requires “payment of cash in advance” to the United States-based exporter from the Republic of Cuba-based purchaser.  In 2002, the government of the Republic of Cuba designated Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), as the sole contracting entity for TSRA-related transactions.  The payment terms for TSRA follow:

	“No United States person may provide payment or financing terms for sales of agricultural commodities or products to Cuba or any person in Cuba, except in accordance with the following terms (notwithstanding part 515 of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations, or any other provision of law): (A) Payment of cash in advance.  (B) Financing by third country financial institutions (excluding United States persons or Government of Cuba entities), except that such financing may be confirmed or advised by a United States financial institution.  Nothing in this paragraph authorizes payment terms or trade financing involving a debit or credit to an account of a person located in Cuba or of the Government of Cuba maintained on the books of a United States depository institution.”


In 2001, the United States Department of the Treasury concurred with representatives of United States-based companies that the term “payment of cash in advance” for TSRA-authorized transactions could be defined as “cash against documents,” meaning that TSRA-licensed products could be delivered to the Republic of Cuba, however, the products would not be released until receipt of payment had been confirmed by the United States-based exporter.  The accepted payment period was seventy-two (72) hours- the arrival of the product in the Republic of Cuba until a confirmation of receipt of funds.  While the majority of United States-based companies exporting products to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the TSRA are using “cash against documents,” some United States-based companies require and receive funds from Alimport before products depart a United States port. 

	Since 2002, there have been an increasing number of United States-based companies reporting that payments from Alimport have not arrived within the 72-hour payment period.  There have been reports of one week, two weeks, and three weeks.  There was also one unauthorized unloading of a cargo.  United States-based companies have reported that the payment delays increased in 2003 and thus far in 2004.  Alimport also continues to pay thousands of U.S. Dollars per day in demurrage fees, which may be deemed by the OFAC has a provision of financing by United States-based companies.  The delivery of product to the Republic of Cuba, regardless of whether representatives of Alimport can access the product, and the storage of the product within the Republic of Cuba, can be construed as a provision of extended payment terms, as the product is under the jurisdictional control of the government of the Republic of Cuba.  The product has been delivered to the Republic of Cuba and unloaded (for containers, etc.) from a vessel.  The United States-based exporter is unable to resell that product.  Thus, there may be an inherent financial benefit to the government of the Republic of Cuba for which the government of the Republic of Cuba may not, according to provisions of the TSRA, compensate the United States-based exporter. 

	Representatives of United States-based companies and representatives of United States-based organizations have expressed concern to representatives of Alimport regarding the importance of adhering to the 72-hour payment period.  There have been indications from staff of Members of the United States Congress that the OFAC may be requested to commence a formal investigation to determine whether the payment delays by Alimport represent a provision of financing by United States-based companies, and, thus, a violation by United States companies of federal law, the TSRA.      

	According to one senior-level executive of a United States-based company that has exported products to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the TSRA: “They [Alimport] seem to understand that the payment delays represent an incendiary device.  Unfortunately, I have the feeling that there are some in Cuba who would like to see the Bush Administration take action so the Cuban government could complain.  The business people in Cuba understand the realities, but the political people in Cuba would rather have an issue.  Also, Alimport has no control over when they receive funds from the government, which makes their business model incredibly inefficient.  If the Bush Administration takes any action, they will correctly point to federal law as the reason, not accept any flak that the action is ‘election year politics.’  The Cubans believe that companies will not complain for risk of loosing the business.  But, my company would cease the business rather than be the recipient of a federal indictment.”

	A representative of a Republic of Cuba government-operated entity reported that the payment delays are not necessarily the result of a direction by Alimport, rather that non-Republic of Cuba-based financial institutions are delaying execution of instructions from Alimport as a mechanism to ensure that the government of the Republic of Cuba maintains payment obligations to the financial institutions, as Alimport is not a revenue-producing entity and, thus, has no recoverable assets available as security.  

	United States-based companies have received payments for TSRA-related exports through Paris, France-based BNP Paribas; Paris, France-based Societe Generale; Toronto, Canada-based The Bank of Nova Scotia (Scotiabank); and Amsterdam, The Netherlands-based ING Group NV, the first (since 1959) financial institution to have an office located in the Republic of Cuba.  Representatives of the financial institutions reported that payments to United States-based companies are released in compliance with the agreement between the financial institution and the government of the Republic of Cuba.  According to a representative of a United States-based financial institution that handles TSRA-related transactions, “For ING, when Alimport says ‘jump,’ ING says ‘how high.’”


In 2002, representatives of the United States Department of State indicated that the OFAC would seek to obtain export compliance information from United States-based companies.  In 2003, the OFAC commenced sending letters to United States-based companies that had exported agricultural commodities to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the TSRA.  The following is the text of four letters from the OFAC: 

	20 March 2003

COMPL XXXXXX

Dear Sir or Madam:

We understand that your company is currently or has previously been authorized by the Commerce Department to sell and export agricultural commodities to Cuba pursuant to the provisions of Section 986 of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act of 2002, as implemented by Section 740.18 and 746.2 of the Export Administration Regulations.

Section 515.533(a)(2) of the Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 515 (the “CACR”), states that only the following payment or financing terms can be used for authorized exports to Cuba:

(i) 
Payment of cash in advance;

(ii) 
For authorized sales of agricultural items, financing by a banking institution located in a third country provided the banking institution is not a designated national, United States citizen, United States permanent resident alien, or an entity organized under the laws of the United States or any jurisdiction within the United States (including foreign branches).  Such financing may be confirmed or advised by a United States banking institution; or

(iii) 
For all other authorized sales, financing by a banking institution located in a third country provided the banking institution is not a designated national or a person subject to the jurisdiction of the United States.  Such financing may be confirmed or advised by a United States banking institution.

Pursuant to the CACR and Section 501.602 of the Reporting and Procedures Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 501, you are directed to certify in writing that your company has been in compliance with these financing restrictions for all transactions incident to exportations of agricultural commodities from the United States to Cuba since July 26, 2001, and that your company has never made such shipments involving payment terms contrary to those outlined above.  Kindly forward this certification so that it is received no later than the close of business on Friday, April 25, 2003 by mailing it to our Compliance Programs Division, Office of Foreign Assets Control, U.S. Department of the Treasury, 1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20220.  The enclosed gold half-sheet must be stapled to the front of your response and your response must reference the “COMPL” number printed above.

If you are unable to certify your compliance with the financing restrictions indicated above, pursuant to the CACR and 501.602 of the Reporting and Procedures Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 501, you are directed to provide detailed information regarding financing for all of the sales of agricultural commodities which your company has exported to Cuba under Commerce Department authorization since July 26, 2001.  Include a detailed list with supporting documentation indicating the parties involved, the terms of the sale, when each shipment was made, and how and when each payment was received.  In addition, please describe any final arrangements for authorized future sales and exports to Cuba and provide the details on how payments will be made.

In providing your response to this request, please be aware that the knowing and willful provision of any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement to OFAC is a criminal act and can resulting fines and/or imprisonment.  In addition, please be advised that violation of the CACR can result in criminal and/or civil penalties as set forth in Part 515.701 of the CACR.

If you have any questions in the interim, please contact Jean-Paul Duvivier or my compliance staff at 202-622-2490.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

(signed)

Dennis Wood

Chief of Compliance Programs Division

Office of Foreign Assets Control


The following was a suggested text that United States-based companies consider using in response to the 20 March 2003 inquiry from the OFAC:

	DATE

Compliance Programs Division

Office of Foreign Assets Control

U.S. Department of the Treasury

1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20220

Mr. Dennis Wood:

Pursuant to your correspondence, I am writing to certify that our company has complied with Section 515.533(a)(2) of the Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 515 for all transactions from the United States to the Republic of Cuba since 26 July 2001.

The following payment scenarios, which are generally-accepted means for global commerce, have been maintained by United States-based companies for licensed transactions, receiving neither verbal objection nor written objection from the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury, Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce, or United States Department of State: 1) Payment in full received by a financial institution selected by the United States-based company in advance of agricultural product or food product being loaded in the United States for transport to the Republic of Cuba or 2) Payment in full received by a financial institution selected by the United States-based company for agricultural product or food product subsequent to product having been transported to the Republic of Cuba, but not unloaded in the Republic of Cuba, until the financial institution selected by the United States company has confirmed receipt of payment in full.    

Sincerely,

(signature)

NAME

TITLE


The following is the TSRA payment process instituted by one United States-based financial institution for transactions between United States-based companies and Alimport:

	“In a normal Cash in Advance transaction, the funds are transferred to the exporter prior to shipment.  For Cuba, the shipment is made and the wire transfer must be received prior to the steamship company releasing goods to Alimport.  The exporter can receive a wire transfer from a non-Republic of Cuba-based financial institution.  The exporter can accept an irrevocable Letter of Credit (L/C) from a non-Republic of Cuba-based financial institution and this can be advised and/or confirmed by a United States-based financial institution.

	There is normally an “eleventh hour” rush to receive payment so that the steamship company can release the goods.  Tracking wire transfers can be difficult.  The exporter needs to obtain from Alimport the routing information on how the wire transfer was sent- in the event that the wire transfer needs to be traced.

	After shipment, the exporter sends by facsimile copies of all documents to Alimport.  Alimport arranges with their financial institution for the wire transfer, which will normally take two (2) days (for the exchange of Euros to U.S. Dollars).

	Letters of Credit have been issued out of Curacao, Netherlands, Antilles [ING Group NV].  Our bank established an agreement with ING Group NV and Alimport where the Letters of Credit are payable against “e-mailed” documents to the ING Group NV branch in the Netherlands, Antilles, with the original documents being sent to the Havana, Republic of Cuba, branch of ING Group NV, generally by DHL Courier [approximately US$100.00].

	Ensure that documents contain no discrepancies.  If the export certificate covers more than one shipment, have that written into the Letter of Credit (i.e. Amount and Quantity in Export Certificate may exceed other documents).  Make certain that no documents cover “other” shipments.  Make certain that the company name and address are the same on the Export License and other documents.  For example, if the Export License was issued to the company, but mailed to an attorney for the company, the address on the Export License may not match the address of the company, which can result in processing delays.”


OFAC ISSUES UPDATED SDN LIST FOR CUBA- On 10 August 2004, the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., issued an update to the list of Specially Designated Nationals (SDN):  

	The following [CUBA] entry has been added to OFAC's SDN list (without the "a.k.a." listed as a separate entry in this bulletin): MELFI MARINE CORPORATION S.A. (a.k.a. MELFI MARINE, S.A.), Calle Oficios No. 410 e/Luz y Acosta, La Habana Vieja, Habana, Cuba; Anillo del Puerto e/Pote y Linea del Ferrocarril, La Habana Vieja, Habana, Cuba; Oficios 104, Havana Vieja, Havana, Cuba; Oficina 7, Edificio Senorial, Calle 50 Apartado 31, Panama City, 5, Panama [CUBA]. 

	The following [CUBA] entries have been removed from the SDN list (without the "a.k.a.s" listed as separate entries in this bulletin): INSTALACIONES INDUSTRIALES PENINSULARES, Calle 35 No. 498-A, ZP 97, Merida, Mexico [CUBA] MITSUKURA BOEKI K.K. (a.k.a. MITSUKURA BOEKI-KAISHA, LTD.; a.k.a. MITSUKURA CORPORATION; a.k.a. MITSUKURA TRADING COMPANY LIMITED), 2-26 Isobe-dori, 4-chome, Chuo-Ku Kobe, Japan; 4-1-13 Hachiman- dori, Chuo-Ku Kobe, Japan [CUBA]


On 9 February 2004, The OFAC added ten (10) non-United States-based entities to the list of SDN.  Each of the entities are involved in travel and/or commerce.  The following is the text of a media release from the United States Department of the Treasury:  

	MIAMI--Today Treasury Secretary John Snow announced that Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (“OFAC”) is identifying ten entities, listed below, that it has determined are owned or controlled by the Government of Cuba or Cuban nationals. These ten include entities organized and located in Cuba as well as entities located in Argentina, the Bahamas, Canada, Chile, the Netherlands, and England. Nine of the ten are travel companies specializing in Cuba travel, and one is a gift forwarder to Cuba.  All property of these entities that is in the possession of persons subject to U.S. jurisdiction is blocked and no persons subject to U.S. jurisdiction may engage in any transactions with these entities unless authorized by OFAC.  OFAC is taking action today in furtherance of President Bush’s October 2003 initiative to strengthen enforcement of U.S. laws prohibiting transactions related to travel to Cuba and to hasten the arrival of a new, free, democratic Cuba. The foreign travel companies identified today provide easy access to Cuba to those U.S. individuals who choose to break the law. Many of these entities use the Internet to advertise and sell Cuban tourism to the U.S. public. U.S. law enforcement officials have intercepted a number of unauthorized travelers whose tour packages were purchased through one of these entities.

	Cimex Companies (6):

	1.  2904977 CANADA INC., Montréal, Québec, Canada; (http://www.caribesol.ca).  2904977 CANADA INC., a.k.a. Caribe Sol, a.k.a. Havanatur Canada Inc., is a travel agency owned by Cimex, a holding company of the Government of Cuba.  

2.  CORPORACION CIMEX S.A., Havana, Cuba (and all other locations worldwide); (http://www.cimexweb.com).  CORPORACION CIMEX S.A., a.k.a. Cimex, a.k.a. Cimex Cuba, a.k.a. Comercio Interior, Mercado Exterior, has approximately 107 offices throughout Cuba. A holding company, CIMEX S.A., is owned by the Government of Cuba and owns travel service providers.  It was organized to promote new products and services in Cuba. 

3.  HAVANATUR S.A., Havana, Cuba (and other cities in Cuba); (http://www.havanatur.cu), HAVANATUR S.A. is the leading tour operator in Cuba, with offices throughout Cuba.  Its corporate parent is CIMEX.  

4.  HAVANATUR S.A., Buenos Aires, Argentina.  HAVANATUR S.A. is a travel agency specializing in trips to Cuba.  It is owned by Cimex. 

5.  HAVANATUR BAHAMAS LTD., Nassau, Bahamas.  HAVANATUR BAHAMAS LTD. is a travel agency specializing in trips to Cuba. It is controlled by the Government of Cuba.

6.  HAVANATUR CHILE S.A., Santiago, Chile.  HAVANATUR CHILE S.A., f.k.a. Guamatur S.A., is a travel operation specializing in trips to Cuba.  It is controlled by Cimex.

	Cubanacan Companies (4):

	1.  LA COMPAÑÍA TIENDAS UNIVERSO S.A., Cuba;
(http://www.cuba-shop.net).  LA COMPAÑÍA TIENDAS UNIVERSO S.A, which is owned by the Cubanacan Group, operates the e-commerce portal CUBA-SHOP.NET.  Through CUBA-SHOP.NET, U.S. persons may purchase a wide range of products, including but not limited to televisions, refrigerators, ovens, food, perfume, cosmetics and bicycles for friends and family in Cuba.  Prices are in U.S. dollars.

 
2.  CUBANACAN GROUP, Havana, Cuba.  CUBANACAN GROUP, owned by the Government of Cuba, is a tourism and trading business, hosting approximately 40% of all visitors to Cuba.

3.  CUBANACAN INTERNATIONAL B.V.; Zevenhuizen, Netherlands.  CUBANACAN INTERNATIONAL B.V. specializes in organizing trips and accommodations for travel to Cuba.

4.  CUBANACAN U.K. LIMITED London, England, United Kingdom.  CUBANACAN U.K. LIMITED is a travel agency specializing in travel to Cuba and is a promoter and representative of CUBANACAN GROUP. 


US$39.8 MILLION IN JUNE 2004 TSRA EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of June 2004 was US$40,419,270.00, of which US$39,874,688.00 consisted of agricultural products and food products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  
	In June 2002, Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million (actual US$138,634,784.00) and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million (actual US$256,901,471.00).  In 2003, representatives of Alimport projected that TSRA purchases in 2004 would be approximately US$320 million; however, in August 2004, representatives of Alimport increased the projection to US$440 million.


The government of the Republic of Cuba imported (not including transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees) from throughout the world, including from the United States, approximately US$709,979,366.00 in agricultural products and food products in 2003; US$608,548,665.00 in 2002; US$532,010,554.00 in 2001; and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  NOTE: Inclusion of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees, and continually presenting multi-year cumulative values and expected purchases in data is misleading, as the actual cost of goods sold, on a year-by-year basis, remains the meaningful value to be disseminated.  Transportation costs, when detailed, are important when considering the overall economic impact of exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, but should not be added to the value of products, as the result is an inflated value for products.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, among other products as “agricultural products.”  

	The United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, as agricultural products.   

	The United States Department of Commerce does not define “Cannulae and the like and part and accessories” as an agricultural product; a cannulae is a small tube that can be inserted into a narrow duct in the body or even something as small as a vessel.  This item, exported to the Republic of Cuba in April 2004, was licensed under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992.  In May 2004, “Medical Surgical Dental/Veterinary Furniture, NESOI” was reported as exported to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis.  This product was authorized under the CDA, not the TSRA.  In June 2004, “Cough and Cold Preparations, NESOI” was reported as exported to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis.  This product was authorized under the CDA, not the TSRA.

	The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and all agricultural products in calculating TSRA-authorized exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2003
	2004
	% Change
	2003
	2004
	% Change

	January
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%

	February
	US$9,036,856.00
	US$28,025,200.00
	+210.12%
	US$25,876,117.00
	US$57,156,611.00
	+120.89%

	March
	US$17,463,552.00
	US$59,098,113.00
	+238.41%
	US$43,339,669.00
	US$116,254,724.00
	+168.24%

	April
	US$24,574,122.00
	US$55,303,148.00
	+125.05%
	US$67,913,791.00
	US$171,557,872.00
	+152.61%

	May
	US$21,260,422.00
	US$32,753,883.00
	+54.06%
	US$89,174,213.00
	US$204,311,755.00
	+129.12%

	June
	US$12,915,745.00
	US$38,735,589.00
	+199.91%
	US$102,089,958.00
	US$243,047,344.00
	+138.07%


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the TSRA was reported in December 2001.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2004-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	January 2004
	US$30,280,169.00
	29th (of 202)

	February 2004
	US$27,621,918.00
	36th (of 214)

	March  2004
	US$60,459,205.00
	17th (of 218)

	April 2004
	US$55,232,424.00
	19th (of 222)

	May 2004
	US$33,202,590.00
	24th (of 223)

	June 2004
	US$39,874,688.00
	18th (of 225)

	      Sub-Total 2004
	US$246,670,994.00
	23rd (of 225)

	     Total 2003
	US$256,901,471.00
	35th  (of 219)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$646,526,155.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs.  NOTE: There were value changes to poultry (chicken) data from January 2004; however, the corrected values are included below.  

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	June 2004
	Year-To-Date

	0203292000
	Meat of swine, nesoi, processed, frozen
	Savannah, GA
	US$275,932.00
	US$275,932.00

	0207120040
	Chickens, nesoi, not cut in pieces, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	US$63,252.00
	US$284,372.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$189,803.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	US$223,020.00
	US$223,020.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$1,489,529.00
	US$4,080,976.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$2,328,285.00
	US$27,354,390.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	US$223,033.00
	US$279,714.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$261,380.00

	0207140050
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	US$2,883,939.00
	US$3,940,042.00

	0207270090
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Tampa, FL
	US$60,000.00
	US$673,887.00

	0209000000
	Pig & poultry fat frsh chld frzn salted dried smkd
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$22,409.00

	0210011000
	Hams, shoulders &cuts, bone in , salted, drd, smkd
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$33,711.00

	0402100000
	Mlk & crm cntd w/n swt powdr gran/slds nov1.5% fat
	Tampa, FL
	US$1,454,830.00
	US$8,684,080.00

	0402100000
	Mlk & crm cntd w/n swt powdr gran/slds nov1.5% fat
	Mobile, AL
	US$1,444,017.00
	US$7,958,611.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$298,752.00

	0406300000
	Cheese, processed, not grated or powdered
	Tampa, FL
	US$33,600.00
	US$33,600.00

	0406901000
	Cheese, cheddar, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$44,961.00

	0407000040
	Birds’ eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	US$98,280.00
	US$98,280.00

	0407000040
	Birds’ eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Miami, FL
	US$14,040.00
	US$14,040.00

	0702000050
	Tomatoes, fresh or chilled, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,516.00

	0712202000
	Onion powder or flour
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$10,080.00

	0712904020
	Garlic powder or flour
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$11,808.00

	0713104040
	Yellow peas, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	US$828,014.00
	US$2,400,787.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$15,531.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,434,000.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Houston, TX
	
	US$1,365,000.00

	0806200000
	Grapes, dried (including raisins)
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$70,034.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$165,032.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$39,338.00

	0904120000
	Pepper of the genus piper, crushed or ground
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$15,875.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$176,528.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$53,336.00

	1001100090
	Durum wheat, except seed
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$1,134,000.00
	US$1,134,000.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed, nesoi
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,957,051.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	Houston, TX
	US$4,131,503.00
	US$19,281,746.00

	1005902020
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 1, except seed
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$3,193,002.00
	US$10,681,926.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 2 except seed 
	New Orleans, LA
	US$4,642,733.00
	US$13,590,465.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$7,784,810.00

	1006204020
	Rice, long grain, husked (brown)
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,279,187.00

	1006301020
	Rice, semi or wholly milled, parboiled, long grain
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,155,051.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	US$8,068.00
	US$58,811.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	US$3,273,549.00
	US$26,761,145.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Houston-Galveston, TX
	
	US$9,981,882.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$2,713,211.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$20,026,170.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$5,086,125.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$5,714,334.00
	US$12,143,409.00

	1208100000
	Flours and meals of soybeans
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$14,434,682.00

	1501000020
	Lard
	Mobile, AL*
	US$60,040.00
	US$60,040.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,644,100.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$3,989,572.00
	US$6,227,572.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,676,000.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$8,638.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/fryn fats wholly Vegtlb oils edbl artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$84,880.00

	1604206000
	Fish, prepared or preserved, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$22,311.00

	1605201050
	Shrimps and prawns, prepared or preserved, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$6,400.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$14,000.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$16,524.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$8,818.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	San Juan, PR
	US$80,177.00
	US$80,177.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Miami, FL**
	US$30,206.00
	US$118,600.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	US$55,968.00
	US$176,386.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	US$167,264.00
	US$284,368.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$160,499.00

	208111000
	Peanut butter
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$6,493.00

	2009904000
	Mixtures of fruit juices, unfermented
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$36,900.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$48,401.00

	2103909090
	Sauces and preparations therefore, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$69,892.00

	2103909090
	Sauces and preparations therefore, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$4,240.00

	2104100020
	Soups, broths and preparations thereof, dried
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$49,632.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	New York, NY***
	
	US$361,931.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Norfolk, VA
	US$116,464.00
	US$359,941.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$51,558.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, nesoi, canned
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$60,577.00

	2106907090
	Edible preps, not canned/frzn, n/cont sugar, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$20,388.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,120.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$30,816.00

	2202909090
	Beverages nonalcoholic nesoi excl fruit/vegt juice
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$47,076.00

	2204214000
	Grape wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs 2l or less
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$52,509.00

	2204290020
	Grape wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol contrs ov 2 liters
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$16,450.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$15,212,287.00

	2306900000
	Vegetable oilcake & solid residue nesoi w/nt grnd
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$590,803.00

	2309901010
	Pet food put up for retail sale ex dog & cat food
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$12,994.00

	2835250000
	Calcium hydrogenorthophosphate (dicalc phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	US$396,610.00
	US$714,860.00

	3004909176
	Cough and cold preparations, nesoi
	San Juan, PR
	US$15,348.00
	US$15,348.00 (1)

	3100000000
	Fertilizers a fert materials
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$121,920.00

	3100000000
	Fertilizers a fert materials
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$1,080,750.00

	3504001000
	Protein solids
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$91,476.00

	3505100040
	Modified starches derived from corn (maize) starch
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$11,780.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$532,259.00

	4407100046
	Pitch pine etc lumber, n/trtd rough, ex finger-joint
	Mobile, AL*
	US$23,997.00
	US$68,059.00

	4416003020
	Casks, barrels, hogsheads, used, assembled, wood
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$33,102.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$75,327.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$44,310.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Tampa, FL
	US$718,492.00
	US$1,523,072.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$11,479.00

	4802575055
	Ppr/pbrd unctd nov 10% mech nesoi 40-150g/m2 sheet
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$479,000.00

	4811592000
	Prnting paper, not blechd wt <15x36x15cm
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$25,309.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$166,555.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$718,938.00
	US$1,438,249.00

	6305330000
	Sack & bag for pkg good mmade mat polyethylene
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$36,720.00

	8517505000
	Telephon app, carr-current line or digital line sys
	New York, NY***
	US$7,740.00
	US$7,740.00

	8703240010
	Ambulances, hearses & prison vans >3,000 cc
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$8,500.00

	9018390050
	Cannulae and the like and part and accessories
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$2,650.00 (1)

	9209920000
	Pts & accessories for musical inst of heading 9202
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,270.00

	9402900020
	Medical surgical dental/veterinary furniture, nesoi
	Los Angeles,

CA
	
	US$66,062.00 (1)

	9406008090
	Prefabricated buildings, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$400,000.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$965,273.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$185,955.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Buffalo, NY*****
	
	US$130,411.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$65,968.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Detroit, MI****
	
	US$25,000.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$26,585.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$82,494.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Houston, TX
	US$202,527.00
	US$202,527.00

	9802300000
	All wearing apparel, donated for relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,143.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	New York, NY***
	
	US$36,408.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$73,000.00
	US$1,156,370.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	US$171,587.00
	US$171,587.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	US$74,380.00
	US$524,172.00

	9809005000
	Shipments under $20,001, not identified by kind
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$20,840.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$40,419,270.00
	US$250,771,297.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.  

**While the reporting district is Miami, Florida, the shipping port does not include Miami, Florida, but does include Jacksonville, Florida; and can include airline charter/airline cargo from Miami International Airport.  

***The New York reporting district includes ports in New Jersey; and can include John F. Kennedy International Airport (charter flights).

**** The Detroit, Michigan reporting district means that the products were transported by ground to Canada and then to the Republic of Cuba.

*****The Buffalo, New York, reporting district means that the products were transported by ground to Canada and then to the Republic of Cuba.

(1) Exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992, which re-authorized the export of healthcare products to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis, cash only, with end-use restrictions.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2004 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2004

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$33,329.00

	9704000000
	Postage or revenue stamps, first day covers
	Boston, MA
	US$2,562.00

	9801001065
	Goods in heading 8703 returned after being exported
	Tampa, FL
	US$4,000.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$39,329.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN JUNE 2004- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in June 2004 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2004 June

Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of June 2004 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Corn
	US$7,835,735.00
	19.6%

	2
	Poultry (chicken)
	US$7,211,058.00
	18.0%

	3
	Soybeans
	US$5,714,334.00
	14.3%

	4
	Wheat
	US$4,131,503.00
	10.3%

	5
	Soybean Oil
	US$3,989,572.00
	10.0%

	6
	Rice
	US$3,273,549.00
	8.2%

	7
	Powdered 1.5% Milk
	US$2,898,847.00
	7.2%

	8
	Durum Wheat
	US$1,134,000.00
	2.8%

	9
	Yellow Peas
	US$828,014.00
	2.0%

	10
	Newsprint
	US$718,492.00
	1.80%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports to Cuba
	US$37,735,104.00
	94.6%


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 29 July 2004 to 5 August 2004 and 22 July 2004 to 29 July 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

29 July 2004 To 5 August 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	100,300

metric tons
	140,000

metric tons
	74,500

metric tons
	41,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	10,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	43,800

metric tons
	35,000

metric tons
	456,600

metric tons
	287,400

metric tons
	165,500

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	
	118,800

metric tons
	94,600

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	30,000

metric tons
	121,600

metric tons
	149,300

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	8,000

metric tons
	34,900

metric tons
	59,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	10,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	3,900

running bales
	1,100

running bales
	
	300

running bales
	

	Totals
	174,100 metric tons; 3,900 bales
	227,000 metric tons;1,100 bales
	811,700 metric tons
	632,400  metric tons;300 bales
	165,500 metric tons


	

22 July 2004 To 29 July 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	100,300

metric tons
	140,000

metric tons
	74,500

metric tons
	41,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	10,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	48,800

metric tons
	45,000

metric tons
	432,100

metric tons
	277,700

metric tons
	185,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	
	118,800

metric tons
	94,600

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	30,000

metric tons
	121,600

metric tons
	149,300

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	8,000

metric tons
	34,900

metric tons
	59,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	4,700

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	10,000

metric tons
	108,700

metric tons
	30,700

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	700

running bales
	1,200

running bales
	5,700

running bales
	400

running bales
	3,900

running bales

	Totals
	179,100 metric tons; 700 bales
	237,000 metric tons;1,300 bales
	900,600 metric tons;5,700 bales
	741,300  metric tons;400 bales
	185,000 metric tons;3,900 bales


CORRECTION- In an interview with Mr. Andrew Pollack of The New York Times, Mr. John S. Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, mistakenly stated that the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., had issued a license to a United States-based company to import Policosanol (marketed as “PPG”) from the Republic of Cuba for the specific purpose of evaluating the product for potential distribution throughout the United States.  The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council has apologized to Mr. Pollack.  This was the first incident, amongst thousands of interviews and thousands of requests for background information, since the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council was established in 1994 that the organization provided information to a journalist that was confirmed to have been inaccurate subsequent to publication.  
	Relevant Text From The New York Times Article On 15 July 2004

	Still, John S. Kavulich II, the president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, a nonprofit organization in New York, said Cuba had a few drugs that have interested other American companies. 

	He said one other drug-licensing deal had already been approved by Washington. An American company, that he said he was not at liberty to identify, had licensed a drug called PPG, derived from sugar cane, that was used to lower cholesterol and was also reputed to be the Cuban equivalent of Viagra for erectile dysfunction. The Treasury Department does not confirm or deny licensing approvals.


United States-based companies do remain interested in a variety of products (including PPG) developed by Republic of Cuba government-operated companies.  PPG was developed by Republic of Cuba government-operated Laboratorios Dalmer S.A., which reported in 1999 that its “anti-LDL cholesterol and plaque fighting” Policosanol was also an anti-oxidant that “improved the quality of life and reduced the risk of cardiovascular problems in post-menopausal women.”  According to Laboratorios Dalmer S.A., PPG, which has been marketed since 1991 and is available in twenty-seven countries, is the “world’s only 100% natural cholesterol and had been recognized as such by 64 scientific publications in the United States, Canada, and in European countries.”  PPG has also been marketed as a sexual stimulant. 

USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 15 July 2004 to 22 July 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

15 July 2004 To 22 July 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	100,000

metric tons
	140,000

metric tons
	74,500

metric tons
	41,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	10,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	48,800

metric tons
	70,000

metric tons
	432,100

metric tons
	238,400

metric tons
	185,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	
	118,800

metric tons
	94,600

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	30,000

metric tons
	121,600

metric tons
	149,300

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	8,000

metric tons
	34,900

metric tons
	59,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	4,700

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	10,000

metric tons
	108,700

metric tons
	30,700

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	700

running bales
	1,300

running bales
	5,700

running bales
	400

running bales
	3,900

running bales

	Totals
	178,800 metric tons; 700 bales
	262,000 metric tons;1,300 bales
	900,600 metric tons;5,700 bales
	702,000  metric tons;400 bales
	185,000 metric tons;3,900 bales


ERRORS MADE BY MEDIA, ERRORS CORRECTED BY MEDIA- On 18 July 2004, the Aberdeen, South Dakota-based Aberdeen American News newspaper published an article which included the following paragraph about procedures relating to the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  The referenced paragraph was then repeated in an 18 July 2004 article published by the New York, New York-based Associated Press, although the article was not attributed to the Aberdeen American News.  The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council contacted the Aberdeen American News and the Associated Press to request the publication of the corrections; the newspaper and the news service have published corrections.

	“Ag trade with Cuba is not simple. Cuban ships cannot dock at American ports. So the commodity must be shipped out to the ocean and eventually transported to a Cuban vessel. But before that happens, the American seller must be paid. And that has to go through a foreign bank. Americans must be paid before the product changes hands.”


On 20 July 2004, the Aberdeen American News published the following correction to their article published on 18 July 2004:

	Setting it Straight

Cuba trade:  A story in the Sunday American News contained some incorrect information about agricultural trade with Cuba. Cuban ships can dock at American ports, but generally don’t because there are American interests that have claims against the Cuban government. Instead, most ag products shipped to Cuba are done so via contracted shipping or on ships operated by a third country.  We regret the errors.


On 22 July 2004, the Associated Press published the following correction to their article published on 19 July 2004:
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^Correction: Cuba trade story<
^Eds: Members who used BC-SD--Cuba Trade, sent July 18 under an Aberdeen, S.D., dateline, are asked to use the following story.<
¶   ABERDEEN, S.D. (AP) _ In a July 18 story about a trade delegation's visit to Cuba, The Associated Press reported erroneously that Cuban ships cannot dock at U.S. ports. They can, but generally don't to avoid possible American claims against the Cuban government. Instead, most shipping of U.S. agricultural products to Cuba is done through contracted shipping or on vessels operated by a third country, the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council said.


Previously, perhaps the most remarkable, egregious, disingenuous, and ignorant example of public misinformation relating to a discussion with respect to the commercial environment within the Republic of Cuba was on 19 September 2000, presented in a written statement delivered by a Washington, D.C.-based consultant before the Washington, D.C.-based United States International Trade Commission (ITC), a portion of which follows:

	“CIMEX [Republic of Cuba government-operated Corporacion Cimex S.A.] and all these entities I mentioned operate as free from Government control and oversight as any private sector firm in any country in the world. They borrow on the international financial markets for their own account, they are audited by leading Western accounting firms, and they are flexible to undertake any business deal they want.” 


According to an individual familiar with the statement and the consultant, “I never understood that Cuba government-owned companies including Cimex, Cubanacan, Gaviota, Habanos, Cubana, etc., which exist in a centrally-planned economy, operate so similarly to General Electric, General Motors, Microsoft, Target, Time Warner, and other United States-based companies.  Gaviota, for example, is owned by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Cuba.  The statements by the consultant are astonishing in their ignorance- most important, however, is the motive behind the statements… to whom was the consultant seeking to cur favor?”

PORK AND BEEF EXPORTS TO CUBA EXPECTED BY SEPTEMBER 2004- From 13 July 2004 to 23 July 2004, Dr. Carlos Delgado, Chief Veterinarian of the Ministry of Public Health of the Republic of Cuba (MINSAP), visited the United States (Georgia; Minnesota; Iowa; Nebraska; South Dakota) for the purpose of inspecting a beef packing facility; two pork packing facilities; a live animal facility; and a poultry facility.  Dr. Delgado was accompanied and/or visited with representatives of the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), representatives of the Denver, Colorado-based U.S. Meat Export Federation (USMEF), and a representative of Wilton, Connecticut-based Louis Dreyfus Holding Company, Inc. (a subsidiary of Paris, France-based S.A. Louis Dreyfus et Cie.; 2003 revenues exceeded US$20 billion).  

	The USMEF “is the trade association responsible for developing international markets for the United States red meat industry and is funded by the USDA, exporting companies, and the beef, pork, corn, sorghum and soybean check off programs.”  In December 2002, USMEF reported that the organization was seeking funding for expenses relating to a visit planned for the first quarter of 2003 wherein at least two veterinarians from the Republic of Cuba for the purpose of inspecting meat packing facilities and meat processing facilities.  The goal of the visit was to obtain a “system-wide endorsement of all federally-inspected U.S. beef and pork processing facilities” for all beef products and pork products sourced from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, without additional inspection.  In 2002, the United States Department of State authorized such visits to the United States- resulting in the completion of health certification protocols for grains including rice, wheat, corn, and soy; and for poultry and eggs.        

	Louis Dreyfus Holding Company, Inc., has exported poultry, livestock, corn, and other agricultural products to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the TSRA.


Dr. Delgado and the USDA are developing industry-wide export certifications for beef products, pork products, dairy products, and most pet food products under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  

	Some agricultural exports (livestock, beef, poultry, some pet food, dairy, etc.) from the United States to the Republic of Cuba have been suspended intermittently (2002 through 2004) due to outbreak of disease (BSE, Blue Tongue, etc.) in the United States.


Inspectors from MINSAP would be expected to visit the United States in August 2004 or September 2004 under the auspice of an itinerary provided by the USDA in order that livestock exports may resume to the Republic of Cuba.  

	In September 2002, Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), signed contracts for beef products and pork products (one million pounds) at the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition held in Havana, Republic of Cuba from 26 September 2002 through 30 September 2002, for product delivery in October 2002, November 2002, and December 2002. 


The two-year delay in the visit by Dr. Delgado has been a result of inflexibility by both the government of the Republic of Cuba and the United States Department of State.  Visa applications were not filed in a timely manner and visa applications were processed in a torturous manner.

	BSE Trade Ban Status as of 22 July 2004: As of 25 December 2003, Live ruminants and ruminant products.  [Note:  this is not a formal ban.  Details, including commodities covered, are still being determined.]

	Export Library.  CUBAREV14—05/24/2004.  Export Requirements for Cuba.  

Eligible/Ineligible Products.  Eligible Product

Fresh/frozen pork and pork products.  

Fresh/frozen poultry and poultry products derived from birds raised or processed in the States other than those indicated in B.

Note: Cuba is a restricted country requiring exporter licensing. Consult the U.S. Treasury Department Web site http://www.treas.gov/ofac/ for further details.

Ineligible Product 

Fresh/frozen beef and beef products. The statement regarding BSE in the certification for beef and beef products cannot be provided.  Fresh/frozen poultry derived from birds raised or processed in the following States:  California, Connecticut, Delaware, Idaho, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Montana, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Texas, Vermont, Washington.*  Fresh/frozen poultry derived from birds raised or processed from the following states between the dates of February 24, 2004, and May 17, 2004:  Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico and Oklahoma.*  Fully cooked poultry derived from birds raised or processed in the following States:  California, Texas.

Documentation Requirements
Certification of fresh/frozen beef and beef products - Obtain FSIS Form 9060-5 (5/6/1999), Meat and Poultry Export Certificate of Wholesomeness.  Additionally the following statements must be provided on an FSIS Letterhead Certificate:  The animals from which the meat is derived were born in the United States or were legally imported from countries free of OIE List A diseases affecting the bovine species and that are of concern in meat, including foot and mouth disease, rinderpest (bovine plague), bovine contagious pleuropneumonia and bovine spongiform encephalopathy.  The establishments where animals are slaughtered and processed for export are under official supervision by USDA-FSIS.  The animals from which the meat originates were not slaughtered as a result of any infectious, contagious, or parasitic disease eradication program. The animals from which the meat originates received ante- and post-mortem inspections. These animals were found healthy and free of clinical signs of disease, including brucellosis, tuberculosis, and all List A diseases which affect the species and may be carried through meat. The meat is free for sale for human consumption and is deemed by the Official Veterinary Service to not pose a risk of transmission of brucellosis or tuberculosis.  The animals from which the meat is derived were not subjected to hormonal, therapeutic or nutritional treatments other than those permitted in the United States.  Based on the National Residue Program, the meat does not contain residues or metabolites of antibiotics, growth promoting substances, anthelmintics, tranquilizers, pesticides or any other therapeutic or prophylactic agents in quantities exceeding established tolerance levels.
Certification of fresh/frozen pork - Obtain FSIS Form 9060-5 (5/6/1999)--Meat and Poultry Export Certificate of Wholesomeness. Additionally the following statements must be provided on an FSIS Letterhead certificate:  The meat was derived from animals born in the United States or Canada, which are officially declared free of the following diseases: foot and mouth disease, African swine fever, and swine vesicular disease.  The animals from which the meat originates were not slaughtered as a result of any infectious, contagious, or parasitic disease eradication program. The animals from which the meat originates received ante- and post-mortem inspections. These animals were found healthy and free of clinical signs of disease, including brucellosis, tuberculosis, porcine respiratory syndrome and all List A diseases which affect the species and may be carried through meat. The meat is free for sale for human consumption and is deemed by the Official Veterinary Service to not pose a risk of transmission of brucellosis or tuberculosis.  In the case of meat from males, the animals were castrated at least three months prior to slaughter.  The animals from which the meat is derived were not subjected to hormonal, therapeutic or nutritional treatments other than those permitted in the united States.  Based on the National Residue Program, the meat does not contain residues or metabolites of antibiotics or any other therapeutic or prophylactic agents in quantities exceeding established tolerance levels.  The establishments where animals are slaughtered and processed for export are under official supervision by USDA-FSIS.  The animals were subjected to ante- and post-mortem inspection by USDA-FSIS. No evidence of cysticercosis was detected. The meat was frozen to destroy trichinae according to U.S. regulations in 9 CFR 318.10.

Certification of fresh/frozen poultry - Obtain FSIS Form 9060-5 (5/6/1999)--Meat and Poultry Export Certificate of Wholesomeness. Additionally the following statements must be provided on an FSIS Letterhead certificate:  The birds from which the meat was derived originated in the United States.  Based on the United States' National Residue Program, the meat does not contain residues of antibiotics or their metabolites in quantities exceeding the established tolerance levels. Growth-promoting hormones are not approved for use in poultry in the United States.  The farms from which the poultry originated are under the supervision of veterinarians accredited by the Veterinary Services of USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS).  The United States is free highly pathogenic avian influenza, and egg drop syndrome.  The consignment of meat comes from birds which have been kept in an establishment free from Newcastle disease and not situated in a Newcastle disease infected zone and which have been slaughtered in an approved abattoir not situated in a Newcastle disease infected zone and have been inspected ante- and postmortem and did not display signs or injuries compatible with the disease."  The carcasses from which the meat was derived were free from clinical evidence of the following diseases: enzootic encephalomyelitis, Marek's disease, infectious laryngotracheitis, Gumboro disease, chronic respiratory disease, infectious bronchitis and avian encephalomyelitis, ornithosis and avian tuberculosis.  The birds giving origin to the product to be shipped to Cuba presented no evidence of avian influenza.  The product does not originate from States which have had viral activity for any form of avian influenza within the past 21 days.  The United States is free of highly pathogenic avian influenza.  Poultry comes from farms which are in good standing with respect to poultry salmonellosis according to the National Poultry Improvement Program, which is the national plan for controlling poultry diseases.  The birds were slaughtered and processed in an establishment approved for export.  The slaughter establishment is under official supervision by USDA-FSIS.  The birds received ante-mortem and post-mortem inspection and were found healthy and fit for human consumption.  Means of transportation were clean and sanitary.  Product temperature requirements were met in accordance with FSIS regulations from slaughter to loading on the designated vessel.  All certificates must be signed by an FSIS veterinarian.

Plants Eligible to Export.  All Federally inspected plants are eligible for export to Cuba.


U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY HOLDS HEARING ON TRADEMARKS IN CUBA- On 13 July 2004, the Committee on the Judiciary of the United States Senate held a hearing, “An Examination of Section 211 of the Omnibus Appropriations Act of 1998” focusing upon S.202, legislation introduced by The Honorable Larry E. Craig (R- Idaho).  A media release follows:

	U.S. TRADEMARK PROTECTION SOUGHT

Hearing held on Craig’s bill to safeguard U.S. trademarks in Cuba

WASHINGTON, DC – The Senate Judiciary Committee held a hearing today on S. 2002, a bill aimed at protecting U.S. companies with trademarks registered in Cuba.  Idaho Senator Larry Craig is the sponsor of the legislation and a member of the Committee.

Over the course of today’s hearing, Senator Craig and others discussed the issue of Section 211 of the 1999 Omnibus Appropriations Act.  The World Trade Organization has ruled that Section 211 is inconsistent with U.S. intellectual property obligations.  Since 1931, the U.S. and Cuba have reciprocally honored intellectual property rights as parties to the General Inter-American Convention on Trademarks, and Section 211 violates that agreement.  S.2002 brings the U.S. into compliance with international trade laws by repealing Section 211.  Senator Craig said, “The U.S. and Cuba have a long-standing partnership on intellectual property rights.  My legislation protects that and the 5,000 registered trademarks from over 400 U.S. companies in Cuba.”

Among other things, S.2002 restores full authority to the U.S. court system to settle trademark disputes involving Cuba. “As a Senator, I have an obligation to ensure U.S. courts maintain their authority to adjudicate matters involving intellectual property rights.  S.2002 reaffirms this vital role,” remarked Senator Craig.  Under the Trade Sanctions Reform Act of 2000, the U.S. Department of Agriculture encourages U.S. exporters of food products to register their trademarks and brand names in Cuba.  Those exporters are now selling trademarked products in Cuba, and their marks, as well as other U.S. marks long registered in Cuba, are endangered by the retaliation Section 211 invites from the Cuban government.  Consequently, dozens of U.S. companies have endorsed S. 2002, including such Idaho employers as Micron and Boise Cascade.  Senator Craig said, “Protecting the interests of American businesses abroad is central to promoting economic growth in this country. Selling more than we consume is the very definition of a vibrant economy. Repealing Section 211, as S.2002 does, is crucial to the protection of U.S. business interests in today’s Cuban market and the much larger market we will see when the embargo is eventually lifted.”

	Four Reasons To Repeal Section 211:

REPEAL ensures compliance by the U.S. with its TRIPS obligations and immediately terminates the EU’s current WTO proceeding in Geneva.  REPEAL cures Section 211’s violations of the Inter-American Convention and thereby removes the risk to over 5,000 U.S trademarks registered in Cuba.  REPEAL of Section 211 reaffirms the role of an impartial judiciary in adjudicating intellectual property rights.  REPEAL removes any question about the genuineness of the U.S. commitment to intellectual property protection worldwide.  THERE ARE TWO CLEAR CHOICES:  Support S.2373, a bill that advances the commercial interests of a single Bermuda-based company, OR SUPPORT S.2002 and: BRING the U.S. into compliance with all of its international treaty obligations.  PROTECT the interests of thousands of American trademarks in Cuba.  RESTORE the full authority of the U.S. court system to settle trademark disputes.  RESTORE U.S. leadership in the global protection of intellectual property rights.

	Memorandum From Senator Craig to members of the Committee on the Judiciary of the United States Senate and Staff Members of the Committee on the Judiciary of the United States Senate

Background

· The U.S. and Cuba have reciprocally honored intellectual property rights since 1931 as parties to the General Inter-American Convention for Trademark and Commercial Protection.

· Section 211 of the FY 1999 Omnibus Appropriations Act prohibits the U.S. from honoring trademarks of Cuban origin that were used in connection with businesses that were nationalized by the Cuban government, even if marks were subsequently abandoned by the original owners. 

· Section 211 was enacted solely to help one of the litigants in a particular trademark dispute.  Its immediate effect was to block a federal court from applying long established U.S. trademark law in that dispute.  It also prevents the rightful trademark holder (note that a decision issued by the USPTO in January 2004 underscores that the mark had been lawfully acquired by the rightful owner in 1976 and properly renewed in 1996) from renewing the trademark at the end of its present term. 

Current status    

· The WTO has ruled that Section 211 violates the TRIPs agreement because it discriminates against foreign owners of Cuban-origin trademarks who seek to assert rights to such marks in the United States.  

· The U.S. has agreed to make Section 211 compliant by no later than 31 December 2004. 

· Proposals for solving this problem include repealing Section 211 (S.2002) or amending it (S.2373).

Repealing Section 211 as proposed by S. 2002 will both solve the current problem and protect the interests of U.S. companies.

· Section 211 does not benefit the U.S. business community, and its long-term impact is to invite retaliation by Cuba, jeopardizing trademark protection for over 5,000 U.S. trademarks currently registered there by more than 400 American companies.

· Repeal of Section 211 will provide full compliance with all current U.S. trade obligations and eliminate the threat of retaliation against U.S. trademarks. 

Amending Section 211 as proposed by S.2373 creates additional problems and jeopardizes the interests of U.S. companies.

· S.2373 proposes to achieve WTO compliance by amending Section 211 to apply it to U.S. nationals as well as foreign trademark holders.  

· This would impose substantial new burdens on U.S. trademark holders by forcing them to prove that their trademarks were not used by a Cuban entity in pre-Castro Cuba.  This is virtually impossible to do without traveling to Cuba to physically inspect the Cuban trademark registry.  Moreover, action short of complete repeal would still leave the U.S. in violation of the Inter-American convention, thereby inviting legal retaliation by Cuba against U.S. trademarks.  

· This treaty, which has been in force for the U.S. and other countries since 1931, imposes more stringent obligations on the U.S. than the WTO interpretation of the TRIPS Agreement and the Paris Convention. For example:
· Article 3 of the Inter-American Convention requires the United States to legally protect "[e]very mark duly registered or legally protected" in Cuba or any other Contracting State. The Inter-American Convention does not permit the U.S. to refuse registration except as specifically provided, or for mere formalities.  But Section 211 completely denies registration and legal protection of some such trademarks.

· Additionally, Article 9 of the Inter-American Convention requires the United States to provide the owner of a trademark protected in Cuba, or any other Contracting State, with the right to disqualify third-party trademark claims on grounds of abandonment. Based on this principle, if the original owner abandons a trademark, such original owner no longer has rights in the trademark.  Section 211, however, does not provide an express exception for abandonment, and the Second Circuit Court of Appeals has refused to interpret Section 211 to provide such an exception.
· Under the Trade Sanctions Reform Act of 2000, the U.S. Department of Agriculture has encouraged U.S. exporters of food and medicine to register their trademarks and brand names in Cuba, and those companies are now selling branded food and medicine products directly to Cuba. These marks, as well as U.S. marks currently registered in Cuba, would be endangered by the retaliation this proposal invites.

Amending, rather than repealing, Section 211 also could undermine the recently adopted Madrid Protocol, which streamlines the process for trademark holders to register their trademarks in foreign countries.  Section 211 is an invitation to other countries to adopt similar provisions that discriminate against U.S. trademarks on political grounds, thereby endangering U.S. trademarks globally and undermining our status as an international champion of intellectual property protection.


	Statement By The Honorable Patrick Leahy (D-Vermont), Ranking Minority Member of The Committee On The Judiciary Of The United States Senate

	The legislative process is a mystery to many of our nation’s citizens. The complicated rules of Senate procedure, the roles played by committees and subcommittees and conferences, the interest of many outside parties, and the inherent difficulty of addressing problems of national significance all threaten to render law-making incomprehensible to our constituents. And what people do not understand, they may fear and mistrust.

One of the principle obligations of an elected representative is to make the acts of representation – voting on the floor, drafting bills, holding hearings, participating in debate – as clear and comprehensible as possible to the people he or she represents. Many of us, myself included, sometimes complain about the pace of business here in the Senate. But when that pace is slow because it is deliberate, we are serving our citizenry. When complicated issues – like the trademark problem before us this afternoon – receive comprehensive study and thoughtful action, then those we serve can be satisfied that Congress knows what it is doing when it passes a given law. 

The Section 211 provision that we are examining today did not go through this normal process. Nor was this measure merely rushed into law as Congress has done when times have called for quick action. Rather, we are focusing today on legislation that was snuck into an appropriations bill under the radar of most members of the Senate, done in a way specifically intended to bypass the normal legislative process. 

In 1998, Section 211 was inserted into the Omnibus Appropriations Bill to affect the outcome of a dispute over the “Havana Club” trademark for rum. Section 211 prohibits the registration or renewal of registration of a trademark of a business that was expropriated by the Cuban government. It also disallows “any assertion of rights” by Cuban entities, or a foreign successor in interest to a Cuban entity, with respect to trademarks of expropriated businesses. Finally, the provision states that no U.S. Court may recognize the attempt by a Cuban entity or its successor in interest, from asserting treaty rights with respect to an expropriated mark unless the owner expressly consents. 

The European Communities challenged the legality of this provision before the World Trade Organization. In December 2001, the WTO found that Section 211 violated the Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights, because it could place additional burdens on foreigners not faced by U.S. citizens in enforcing intellectual property rights. Unless the United States brings its domestic law into compliance with the WTO’s ruling, U.S. exports could face sanctions abroad. 

Unfortunately, the effort to bring the U.S. into compliance with the WTO ruling took the same path as the original enactment of Section 211: An effort to sneak a fix into the U.S. Code without the appropriate legislative sunshine. When I became aware that the Armed Services appropriations bill last fall was the likely vehicle, I objected, and I am pleased that we have finally brought this issue to the light of the legislative day here, where it belongs, in the Judiciary Committee hearing room. 

The United States demands a great deal from its trading partners when it comes to intellectual property rights. And as the world leader in intellectual property, we have the most to gain from strong protections that ensure patent-, copyright-, and trademark-holders are afforded the rights they deserve whatever their nationality. Today, we will no doubt hear a great deal about the two bills pending before this Committee that aim to solve the problems created by Section 211. While I understand that both will bring the United States into compliance with the WTO’s ruling, I am interested in the broader implications to our international trademark policy of both proposals. 

I thank the Chairman for holding this hearing, so that this issue can finally receive the type of airing that would have been appropriate six years ago. I also would like to thank Senator Graham for chairing this hearing, as well as the witnesses for coming here today to share their testimony.


As of 1 July 2004, there were approximately 4,500 trademarks registered within the Republic of Cuba by United States-based companies.  There are a total of approximately 60,000 trademarks registered within the Republic of Cuba.  
	  Selected Trademarks Registered Within The Republic Of Cuba (1918 To Present)

	Brand Name
	Year Registered
	Brand Name
	Year Registered
	Brand Name
	Year Registered

	Aunt Jemina
	1918
	Kraft
	1949
	Rubbermaid
	1957

	Tabasco
	1931
	Oracle
	1991
	Starbucks Coffee
	1997

	Magic Johnson
	1996
	Nine Lives
	1950
	Hallmark
	1956

	MVP
	1996
	Radisson
	1995
	Dale Carnegie
	1959

	All You Need
	1995
	Weight Watcher
	1989
	General Motors
	1921

	The Home Depot
	1993
	Bartles & Jaymes
	1994
	Black & Decker
	1985

	Planet Hollywood
	1991
	Palm Beach
	1950
	Time Warner
	1990

	T.G.I. Friday’s
	1992
	Gillette
	1950
	Foot Locker
	1994

	Ralph Lauren
	1992
	ConAgra
	1996
	Mr. Peanut
	1962

	Paul Mitchell
	1992
	Healthy Choice
	1996
	GQ
	1997

	Hilton
	1989
	UL
	1990
	Nike
	1996

	Patrick Ewing
	1992
	Chun King
	1996
	Six Continents Club
	1996

	DuPont
	1945
	Quaker Oats
	1951
	Eskimo Pie
	1973

	Sunkist
	1996
	Western Union
	1996
	Texaco
	1922

	Pepsi
	1992
	MCI
	1996
	Louisville Slugger
	1958

	Raytheon
	1946
	Minute Maid
	1952
	Wendy’s
	1978

	Timex
	1946
	Sbarro
	1997
	Aramis
	1978

	Polaroid
	1946
	Velvetta
	1953
	Batman
	1980

	Tyson
	1996
	Brillo
	1996
	Macy’s 
	1983

	J. Walter Thompson
	1996
	Ace Hardware
	1996
	Scientology
	1983

	M&M’s
	1947
	Jockey
	1996
	Rockport
	1993

	Sealy
	1947
	United Airlines
	1996
	Hershey’s Kisses
	1923

	Wonder Woman
	1947
	Kodak
	1954
	The Sports Authority
	1995

	Ford
	1947
	Cartoon Network
	1993
	Eli Lilly & Company
	1926

	Wrigley
	1974
	Forever Yours
	1939
	Baxter
	1989

	Blue Cross
	1988
	Hertz
	1954
	Hawaiian Tropic
	1992

	Whitman’s Sampler
	1947
	Old Spice
	1996
	Iridium
	1994

	Pfizer
	1947
	Heinz
	1996
	Tommy Hilfiger
	1995

	Levi’s
	1994
	Parkay
	1955
	Little Caesars
	1996

	Dockers
	1994
	Miracle Whip
	1953
	Otis
	1930

	Bud
	1991
	United Parcel Service
	1996
	Diners Club
	1956

	Playboy
	1996
	Caterpillar
	1955
	Bud
	1996

	Jell-O
	1948
	HBO
	1954
	Goya
	1992

	Adultvision
	1996
	Visa
	1996
	MasterCard
	1990

	Kleenex
	1948
	Avis
	1956
	Sun Microsystems
	1994

	Huggies
	1994
	Pizza Hut
	1996
	McDonald’s
	1996

	Carolina Herrera
	1994
	Kmart
	1994
	Revlon
	1958


Selected Republic of Cuba Agreements, Organization Membership, and Conventions: World Trade Organization; General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade; World International Property Organization; Paris Convention for Protection of Industrial Property; Madrid Agreements for the Repression of False or Deceptive Indications of Source of Goods; Lisbon Agreement for the Protection of Appellations of Origin; Madrid Agreement concerning the International Registration of Marks; Locarno Agreement on Industrial Designs Classification, Patent Cooperation Treaty; Strasbourg Agreement on Patent Classification; Budapest Agreement on Microorganism, Santiago Convention; Nice Agreement on Classification of Goods and Services; Vienna Agreement on Classification of the Figurative Elements of Marks; Nairobi Treaty on the Protection of the Olympic Symbol; Pan American Convention; Buenos Aires Convention; Universal Copyright Convention and Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works; Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Industrial Designs; and Patent Law Treaty.

USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 8 July 2004 to 15 July 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

8 July 2004 To 15 July 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	125,300

metric tons
	160,000

metric tons
	50,300

metric tons
	21,700

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	10,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	48,800

metric tons
	70,000

metric tons
	432,100

metric tons
	238,400

metric tons
	185,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	
	118,800

metric tons
	94,600

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	45,000

metric tons
	121,600

metric tons
	135,600

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	8,000

metric tons
	34,900

metric tons
	59,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	4,700

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	15,000

metric tons
	108,700

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	700

running bales
	1,300

running bales
	5,700

running bales
	400

running bales
	3,900

running bales

	Totals
	204,100 metric tons; 700 bales
	302,000 metric tons;1,300 bales
	876,400 metric tons;5,700 bales
	663,200  metric tons;400 bales
	185,000 metric tons;3,900 bales


GULFSTREAM INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES UPDATES CUBA SERVICE INFORMATION- Dania, Florida-based Gulfstream Air Charter, Inc. (GAC) (2003 revenues approximately US$10 million), an affiliated company of Dania, Florida-based Gulfstream International Airlines (2003 revenues approximately US$100 million) has issued the following information regarding passenger flights from the United States to the Republic of Cuba; and the following guidelines for air cargo service from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.  

	Until December 2003, Houston, Texas-based Continental Airlines (2003 revenues exceeded US$8 billion) had a 28% interest in Gulfstream International Airlines.  

	GAC has a Carrier Service Provider (CSP) license and a Travel Service Provider (TSP) license from the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., which authorize the transportation of passengers and cargo between the United States and the Republic of Cuba and the provision of travel-related services for authorized travelers.  For charter services, GAC uses aircraft operated by Gulfstream International Airlines.

	Passenger Flight Schedule (Miami To Havana)

	Period
	Frequency
	Departure
	Arrival

	12 July 2004 to 31 August 2004
	Daily
	12:30 p.m.
	1:45 p.m.

	Passenger Flight Schedule (Havana To Miami)

	Period
	Frequency
	Departure
	Arrival

	12 July 2004 to 31 August 2004
	Daily
	2:30 p.m.
	3:45 p.m.


	Air Cargo Service

	Cargo Service:  GAC transports cargo and human remains between Miami International Airport and Havana, Jose Martí International Airport.  The cargo and remains must qualify as “known shipper” cargo under TSA and FAA regulations.

	Flight Schedule: GAC currently operates daily passenger flights and cargo flights between Miami, Florida-based Miami International Airport (Terminal 2) and Havana, Republic of Cuba-based Jose Martí International Airport, using 19-seat Beechcraft jet-prop, high-altitude, pressurized aircraft.  GAC provides on-demand small aircraft personal charters (five passenger minimum). 

	Known Shipper Qualification:  There are specific TSA and FAA guidelines which must be met to qualify cargo as coming from a known shipper and they include but are not limited to: Cargo must come from a source known and approved by GAC, and cargo must be delivered directly from the shipper to Gulfstream and or its agents.  Contact GAC for further details regarding qualifying your cargo as known shipper.

	Cargo Delivery:  GAC personnel will receive cargo one of its facilities in Miami depending on the type, quantity, and weight of the cargo.

	Pricing:  GAC charges a documentation fee of US$25.00 per Air Waybill and an additional US$25.00 per SED, if required.  There is a 50-pound minimum charge and the rate per pound varies depending on the type, weight, and bulk of the cargo.  Volume discounts are offered on large single shipments and for frequent shippers.

	Contact Information:  
Mrs. Mildred Diaz, Vice President, Gulfstream Air Charter, Inc.; 545 NW 42nd Ave.; Miami, FL 33126; Telephone: (305) 428-2828; Facsimile: (305) 428-2621; e-mail: mdiaz@gulfstreamair.com


CANCERVAX RECEIVES OFAC LICENSE TO EVALUATE, MARKET PRODUCT FROM CUBA- Carlsbad, California-based CancerVax Corporation reported on 15 July 2004 that the company had obtained a license from the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., for the purpose of signing a development/marketing agreement with Republic of Cuba government-operated CIMAB, S.A. for one product and a development/marketing agreement for two products with Toronto, Canada-based YM BioSciences Inc.

	CancerVax Licenses Phase 2 Oncology Product Candidate Targeting the Epidermal Growth Factor Receptor -- EGFR -- Signaling Pathway

	Encouraging Results Reported in Phase 1 and 2 Clinical Trials of Patients with Advanced Stage Non-Small-Cell Lung Cancer 

	CARLSBAD, Calif.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--July 15, 2004-- CancerVax Corporation (Nasdaq:CNVX) announced today that its wholly owned subsidiaries, Tarcanta, Inc., and Tarcanta, Ltd. (Ireland), have obtained the exclusive rights to complete the clinical development of three specific active immunotherapeutic (SAI) product candidates that target the epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) signaling pathway for the treatment of cancer. Under the agreements, CancerVax rights include commercialization of successful product candidates within the U.S., Western Europe, Canada, Japan, Australia, New Zealand and Mexico. Published data from early Phase 1 and 2 studies of the lead product candidate, SAI-EGF, suggest that SAI-EGF was well tolerated and may increase the survival of patients with advanced stage non-small-cell lung cancer (Source: ASCO 2004; Annals of Oncology (Vol. 14, 2003)).

	The EGFR signaling pathway is known to be an important factor in cancer cell growth in a number of solid tumors, such as lung, glioma, breast, bladder, colorectal, head and neck, ovarian, pancreatic and prostate cancers. In addition to the Phase 2 product candidate, SAI-EGF, which targets epidermal growth factor (EGF), the licensing agreements also include rights to SAI-TGF-alpha, which targets transforming growth factor-alpha (TGF-alpha) that binds to and activates EGFR, and SAI-EGFR-ECD, which targets the extracellular domain of EGFR, both of which are in preclinical development.

	The execution of license agreements for the three product candidates followed the receipt of a license from the U.S. Department of Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control, authorizing CancerVax and its Tarcanta subsidiaries to enter into the transactions with CIMAB, S.A., a Cuban biotechnology company, and YM BioSciences Inc. (TSX:YM)(AIM:YMBA), a Canadian company.

	"We are very excited about the potential of these novel product candidates in the treatment of patients with solid tumors. We plan to advance the clinical development of the lead Phase 2 product candidate, SAI-EGF, in the treatment of non-small-cell lung cancer. The SAI-EGF product candidate, along with the SAI-TGF-alpha and SAI-EGFR-ECD product candidates that are currently in preclinical development, gives CancerVax a pipeline of novel approaches to this important pathway," said David F. Hale, President and CEO of CancerVax.  "Our efforts to obtain approval to enter into this transaction received bipartisan support in the U.S. Congress, and for that we are most appreciative," stated Hale. "We also appreciate the support we received from several leading researchers in the field of oncology, who confirmed the potential medical benefits of this technology, as well as from the diligent professionals at the Departments of State and Treasury for working with us over the past two years to accomplish this result. They were able to carefully balance important U.S. interests with the humanitarian aspects of this project and grant us a license that will permit us to develop these product candidates for the benefit of patients with cancer."

	Under the terms of the license agreements, CancerVax will provide upfront access fees, technology transfer fees, development and commercialization milestones and royalties upon commercial sales, if any. With the execution of these agreements, CancerVax is obligated to make access and technology transfer payments of approximately $6 million over the next three years. If the three product candidates are approved for commercialization in the U.S., Europe and Japan, CancerVax is also obligated to pay additional milestone payments, up to a maximum of approximately $35 million, based upon meeting specified regulatory, clinical and commercialization milestones, and royalties on future net sales of product, if any. Prior to the commercialization of any of the product candidates, all of the milestone and other payments owed to CIMAB under the license agreements will be made in U.S.-origin food, medicines and/or medical supplies for the public health purposes of the Cuban people.

	"CancerVax has built a portfolio of novel oncology therapies and platforms, including our product candidate, Canvaxin(TM), which is in international Phase 3 clinical trials for the treatment of patients with Stage III or Stage IV, or advanced-stage, melanoma. We are nearing the completion of enrollment of patients with Stage III melanoma," said Hale. "Since each of our three new SAI product candidates is intended to interact with the EGFR signaling pathway in a separate and unique manner, they may potentially be complementary to each other, to other cancer treatments in our pipeline, and to other EGFR, chemotherapy or biological products, which are currently marketed or in clinical development."

	Specific Active Immunotherapy and the EGFR Pathway.  The SAI-EGF product candidate has been studied in Phase 1 and Phase 2 clinical trials conducted in Canada, the United Kingdom and Cuba. Data from several of these studies were recently published in the Annals of Oncology (Volume 14, 2003) and updated at the June 2004 American Society of Clinical Oncology annual meeting, suggesting treatment with SAI-EGF was well-tolerated, resulted in measurable immune responses, and may increase survival in patients with advanced-stage non-small-cell lung cancer (NSCLC). In a trial of 50 advanced-stage NSCLC patients who received first line chemotherapy and then were randomized to treatment with SAI-EGF or best supportive care, survival was significantly greater (p less than 0.05) in patients receiving SAI-EGF compared with randomized controls (mean: 19.54 vs. 13.35 months, respectively; median: 17.33 vs. 10.27 months, respectively). In addition, a significant survival benefit (p less than 0.006) was reported in patients with a good antibody response, defined as at least 1:4000 anti-EGF antibody titers and a fourfold increase in anti-EGF antibody titers from baseline, compared with patients with a lesser antibody response (mean: 23.93 vs. 13.07 months, respectively; median: not reached vs. 10.53 months, respectively). Combined data from three pilot clinical studies evaluating a total of 75 patients with advanced-stage NSCLC who received SAI-EGF was also presented and showed that immunized patients experienced a significant increase in survival compared to non-randomized control patients with a history of late-stage NSCLC who did not receive SAI-EGF (mean: 9.13 vs. 4.85 months, respectively; median: 12.43 vs. 4.83 months, respectively). Further, reduction of serum EGF concentration to 7 pg/mL or less was associated with increased survival compared with patients having greater serum EGF concentrations (mean: 14.54 vs. 5.23, respectively; median: 12.43 vs. 4.83 months, respectively).

	Dysregulation of the EGFR pathway is associated with the spread of tumors (metastases), decreased survival, and decreased effectiveness of chemotherapy and radiation. EGF and TGF-alpha are molecules that bind to and activate EGFR. Increased stimulation, as a direct result of overexpression of EGFR, EGF or TGF-alpha, may contribute to dysregulation of the EGFR pathway. In addition, cancerous cells may secrete EGF and TGF-alpha, which in turn fuels their growth and proliferation by increased activation of the EGFR pathway. The FDA has approved two cancer drugs that target the EGFR signaling pathway, including Iressa(TM) (gefitinib; AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP), an EGFR tyrosine kinase inhibitor for refractory stage IV NSCLC, and Erbitux(TM) (cetuximab; ImClone Systems, Inc.), an EGFR monoclonal antibody for Stage IV refractory colorectal cancer. Recently, Genentech, Inc., OSI Pharmaceuticals, Inc., and Roche Holdings AG, announced positive results from a randomized, Phase 3 clinical trial in late-stage NSCLC for their EGFR tyrosine kinase inhibitor, Tarceva(TM) (erlotinib HCl). Preliminary information indicates that treatment with Tarceva(TM) increased overall survival in NSCLC patients with late-stage disease.

	Specific active immunotherapy is an approach where cells, cell fragments or proteins are utilized as antigens to stimulate the immune system. SAI-EGF and SAI-TGF-alpha stimulate the immune system to develop antibodies that specifically target circulating EGF and TGF-alpha, respectively, which may reduce activation of the EGF receptor, as opposed to targeting the receptor itself. As a result, SAI-EGF and SAI-TGF-alpha may be complementary to existing EGFR pathway inhibitors, such as monoclonal antibodies and tyrosine kinase inhibitors. The concept of targeting EGF or TGF-alpha is analogous to the approach taken by Genentech, Inc. with the cancer drug Avastin(TM) (bevacimzumab), which binds to vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF), the molecule that activates the VEGF receptor. The third product candidate, SAI-EGFR-ECD, may stimulate the immune system to develop antibodies that target a portion of the EGFR that resides outside of the cell membrane, i.e., the extracellular domain. Stimulating the immune system with an SAI against the receptor may offer a unique approach for targeting the EGFR pathway. By recruiting the patient's own defense mechanisms, these product candidates may provide a multi-faceted immune response that may result in broad activity at the target.

	About CancerVax Corporation (www.cancervax.com).  CancerVax Corporation is a biotechnology company focused on the research, development and commercialization of novel biological products for the treatment and control of cancer. The Company's lead product candidate, Canvaxin(TM), is one of a new class of products being developed in the area of specific active immunotherapy, also known as therapeutic cancer vaccines. Canvaxin(TM) is currently being studied in two international Phase 3 clinical trials for the treatment of patients with Stage III or Stage IV, or advanced-stage, melanoma. CancerVax anticipates that enrollment in the Phase 3 clinical trial of Canvaxin(TM) for patients with Stage III melanoma will be completed in 2004. The Company is also finalizing the design of exploratory Phase 2 clinical trials for patients with other advanced-stage solid tumors. In addition to Canvaxin(TM), CancerVax has licensed three specific active immunotherapeutic product candidates targeting EGFR, including one product candidate in Phase 2 clinical trials. The Company plans to identify and develop new product candidates based on its proprietary specific active immunotherapy, anti-angiogenesis and T-oligonucleotide, or telomere homolog oligonucleotide, technology platforms, as well as on its human monoclonal antibodies. CancerVax's corporate headquarters and research and development facility is located in Carlsbad, Calif., and its biologics manufacturing facility is located in the Los Angeles area.

	Forward-Looking Statements.  CancerVax cautions you that statements included in this press release that are not a description of historical facts are forward-looking statements. The inclusion of forward-looking statements should not be regarded as a representation by CancerVax that any of its plans will be achieved. Actual results may differ materially from those set forth in this release due to the risks and uncertainties inherent in CancerVax's business including, without limitation, statements about: the progress and timing of its clinical trials; difficulties or delays in developing, testing, obtaining regulatory approval, producing and marketing its technologies and product candidates; unexpected adverse side effects or inadequate therapeutic efficacy of its products that could delay or prevent product development or commercialization, or that could result in recalls or product liability claims; the scope and validity of patent protection for its products; competition from other pharmaceutical or biotechnology companies; its ability to obtain additional financing to support its operations; its ability to attract and maintain experienced scientists and management; its ability to maintain the U.S. government approvals necessary to develop, test and commercialize three specific active immunotherapeutic agents that target the epidermal growth factor receptor, or EGFR, signaling pathways; and other risks detailed in CancerVax's Securities and Exchange Commission filings, including CancerVax's Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2003 and its Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the fiscal quarter ended March 31, 2004. You are cautioned not to place undue reliance on these forward-looking statements, which speak only as of the date hereof. All forward-looking statements are qualified in their entirety by this cautionary statement and CancerVax undertakes no obligation to revise or update this news release to reflect events or circumstances after the date hereof.  CancerVax(R) is a registered trademark of CancerVax Corporation.  Canvaxin(TM) is a trademark of CancerVax Corporation.


The Honorable Barbara Boxer (D- California), who visited the Republic of Cuba from 19 April 2002 to 22 April 2002, advocated authorization from the OFAC and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) of the United States Department of Health and Human Services in Washington, D.C. to import healthcare products from the Republic of Cuba, including a Meningitis B vaccine and TheraCIM h-R3, a humanized monoclonal antibody capable of targeting and blocking Epidermal Growth Factor receptors, a protein present in tumor cells, for use before, during or after chemotherapy and radiotherapy.  Senator Boxer also advocated an increase in exchanges (personnel and information) between Republic of Cuba government-operated healthcare product companies and United States-based entities.  Senator Boxer is a member of the Committee on Foreign Relations of the United States Senate; and is a member of the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the United States Senate.

	In March 2002, the government of the Republic of Cuba approved the use of TheraCIM h-R3.  The drug was developed by Republic of Cuba government-operated Center of Molecular Immunology (CIM) and financed by Mississauga, Canada-based YM BioSciences Inc, through a joint venture with CIMAB S.A., a marketing division of CIM.  TheraCIM h-R3 is delivered intravenously in combination with external radiation therapy in cases of advanced head and neck cancer.  Human trials of the drug have commenced in Canada. 


In 2002, Brentford, United Kingdom-based GlaxoSmithKline plc (2003 revenues exceeded US$27 billion) commenced clinical trials (at a Rixensart, Belgium-based facility owned by GlaxoSmithKline plc) of a Meningitis B vaccine manufactured by Republic of Cuba government-operated Carlos Finlay Institute.  If the clinical trials are successful, the Meningitis B vaccine could become available for use in countries on the European continent and in the United States.  In July 1999, then-Smithkline Beecham and its United States-based subsidiary, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania-based SmithKline Beacham, received a license from the OFAC authorizing SmithKline Beacham to enter into an agreement with Carlos Finlay Institute for testing, clinical trials, and marketing of a Meningitis B vaccine developed by the Carlos Finlay Institute in 1985.  Since SmithKline Beacham owns the Brussels, Belgium-based facility where the testing and clinical trials will be held, an OFAC license was required.  
	The Honorable Arlen Specter (R-Pennsylvania) visited the Republic of Cuba from 2 June 1999 to 3 June 1999, where he met with representatives of the Ministry of Public Health of the Republic of Cuba and visited the Carlos Finlay Institute.  During the visit, Senator Specter said that “Cuba can benefit from the research of the National Institutes of Health [NIH] and we can benefit from the research [the Cubans] are doing in Meningitis B, for example.”   He said that a meeting would be requested with The Honorable Donna Shalala, then-United States Secretary of Health and Human Services, to discuss opportunities for bilateral cooperation in public health matters.  At the time, Senator Specter was the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies of the Committee on Appropriations of the United States Senate; Senator Specter is now the ranking minority member.


UPDATE ON YM BIOSCIENCES OF CANADA- Mississauga, Canada-based YM Biosicences Inc., which entered into transactions with Carlsbad, California-based CancerVax Corporation, reports that TheraCIM hR3 (a humanized monoclonal antibody (MAb) targeting the Epidermal Growth Factor receptor (EGFr) which is well advanced in clinical development by the company, could be available in the marketplace by 2006.  CancerVax Corporation reports that its newly-licensed Republic of Cuba-origin products could be available in the marketplace in 2009.  TheraCIM (with six clinical trials underway: 3 in Germany; 1 in Italy; and 2 in the Republic of Cuba) has been shown in trials at the Toronto, Canada-based University of Toronto (reportedly the largest Health-Sciences facility in North America) to be the functional equivalent of Erbitux, under development by New York, New York-based ImClone Systems Incorporated (Nasdaq: IMCL).  According to one industry executive, YM Bioscienses “continues to develop the single most promising product to come out of the entire Cuban Life Sciences sector - the EGF receptor MAb, TheraCIM.”  TheraCIM is dosed at 1/6 to 1/12 the volume of Erbitux and demonstrates no acneiform rash (as confirmed in the JCO paper of 1 May 2004) and there is no evidence of anaphylaxis.

	“ImClone Systems Incorporated is a biopharmaceutical company dedicated to developing breakthrough biologic medicines in the area of oncology. The Company has utilized the many advances made in the fields of molecular biology, oncology, genomics and antibody engineering to build a novel pipeline of product candidates designed to address specific genetic mechanisms involved in cancer growth and development.  ImClone Systems' goal is to become a fully-integrated biopharmaceutical company that has the capability and resources to take its novel pipeline compounds and develop them from the research and development stage through to commercial manufacture, marketing and sales.” 



As the agreement between YM Biosciences and CancerVax was licensed by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., YM Biosciences is expected to be the recipient of additional interest by portfolio managers, healthcare companies, and individual investors due to the elimination of the “fear factor” in engaging with a non-United States-based company that has a visible commercial relationship with a Republic of Cuba government-operated entity.    

	On 4 March 1994, the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., issued an opinion to Mr. John S. Kavulich II, which stated that a U.S. business or individual subject to U.S. law may make a secondary market investment in a third-country business which has commercial dealings within the Republic of Cuba provided that the investment does not result in control-in-fact of the third-country business by the U.S. investor and the third-country company does not derive a majority of its revenues from business activity within the Republic of Cuba.  Secondary market investment that falls short of a controlling interest in such a business is not prohibited.


	[image: image2.png]O
YMBIOSCIENCES Inc




YM BioSciences Agreement with CancerVax Approved by  US Treasury 

MISSISSAUGA, Canada – July 15, 2004 – YM BioSciences Inc. (TSX:YM, AIM:YMBA), the cancer drug development company with an advanced-stage portfolio, today announced that the US Treasury Department has approved an agreement between YM BioSciences and CancerVax Corporation (NASDAQ:CNVX) of San Diego, CA under which CancerVax will develop two  preclinical specific active immunotherapeutics targeting HER1 and TGFα, formerly licensed to YM BioSciences by the Center for Molecular Immunology (CIM) in Havana. YM is to receive an undisclosed amount of milestone payments and will retain a royalty interest in the two products.

“The US Treasury approval is historic in that this is the first time that a Cuban-originated biological product has been permitted to be licensed by a US company,” said David Allan, Chairman and CEO of YM BioSciences. “This approval relates to two pre-clinical products that, prior to this agreement, were licensed to YM by CIM, from which our Phase II drug TheraCIM hR3 also originates.”

TheraCIM hR3, well advanced in clinical development, is a humanized monoclonal antibody (MAb) targeting the Epidermal Growth Factor receptor (EGFr). TheraCIM hR3 is licensed to Oncoscience AG for Europe and is currently in a 47-patient rolling Phase I/II trial in paediatric glioma, a form of brain cancer. Oncoscience has applied for Orphan status for TheraCIM in both paediatric and adult glioma.  Oncoscience is proposing to initiate several additional studies for TheraCIM hR3, including a registration trial in adult glioma that is anticipated to start in Q4 2004, and a Phase II trial in pancreatic cancer, also anticipated to start in Q4 2004. Results of a previous Phase I/II trial for TheraCIM were published in the Journal of Clinical Oncology on May 1, 2004. 

YM BioSciences Inc. is a cancer drug development company. Its lead drug, tesmilifene, is a small molecule chemopotentiator (for taxanes and anthracyclines) currently undergoing a pivotal Phase III trial in metastatic breast cancer, which was initiated in Q1 2004.  Tesmilifene has completed a previous Phase III trial with positive results. In addition to tesmilifene, the company is developing an EGFr humanized monoclonal antibody that has completed Phase II trials and a GnRH anti-cancer vaccine that is in earlier stage clinical trials. 

Except for historical information, this press release may contain forward-looking statements, which reflect the Company's current expectation regarding future events. These forward-looking statements involve risk and uncertainties, which may cause but are not limited to, changing market conditions, the successful and timely completion of clinical studies, the establishment of corporate alliances, the impact of competitive products and pricing, new product development, uncertainties related to the regulatory approval process and other risks detailed from time to time in the Company's ongoing quarterly and annual reporting.

Enquiries: James Smith, The Equicom Group Inc.
                                                                  YM BioSciences Inc.                                         

Tel. +1-416-815-0700 x 229
 
                                          Tel. +1-905-629-9761; Fax +1-905-629-4959    

Email: jsmith@equicomgroup.com 

                                                                 Email: ir@ymbiosciences.com   


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VOTES TO REMOVE RESTRICTION ON PACKAGES TO CUBA- On 7 July 2004, the United States House of Representatives voted, 221 (for) to 194 (against) with 18 not voting, to remove restrictions on contents of noncommercial packages sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, issued on 22 June 2004 in the Federal Register (15 CFR Parts 740 and 746) by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C.  The new regulations were effective on 30 June 2004.  

	SUMMARY: This rule places new limits on gift parcels and personal baggage and revises licensing policy regarding vessels going to Cuba.  These changes are being made to implement the President's May 6, 2004 direction with respect to certain recommendations in the May 2004 Report to the President from the Commission on Assistance to a Free Cuba.

	BACKGROUND: On October 10, 2003, the President announced the creation of the Commission for Assistance to a Free Cuba. The purpose of the Commission was to identify ways to hasten Cuba's transition to a free and open society and identify U.S. Government programs that could assist the Cuban people during the transition. The Commission was tasked with preparing a report to the President recommending a comprehensive plan to achieve these aims. The report was delivered to the President on May 1, 2004.  Among other things, the Commission found that, although gift parcels provide a critical humanitarian benefit to the Cuban people, they directly benefit the Castro regime in two ways. Such parcels decrease the burden on the Cuban regime to provide for the basic needs of its people, enabling the regime to dedicate more of its limited resources to strengthening its repressive apparatus. Moreover, through delivery charges, the regime is able to generate additional sources of much needed hard foreign currency. As a result, the Commission set forth a number of recommendations for addressing these issues.  On May 6, 2004, the President directed the implementation of certain of the Commission Report's recommendations. This rule is being published to implement those recommendations as they related to the Export Administration Regulations (EAR).

	AMENDMENTS TO LICENSE EXCEPTION GFT: This rule narrows the list of eligible commodities that can be included in gift parcels to Cuba under License Exception GFT (Sec. 740.12 of the EAR). The eligible categories are now limited to: food (including vitamins), medicine, medical supplies and equipment (including hospital supplies and equipment and equipment for the handicapped), receive-only radio equipment for reception of commercial/civil AM/FM and short wave publicly available frequency bands, and batteries for such equipment. This rule removes, seeds, clothing, personal hygiene items, veterinary medicines and supplies, fishing equipment and supplies, and soap-making equipment from the list of commodities that may be sent to Cuba in gift parcels. This rule does not limit the export of food to Cuba, except for eliminating the use of License Exception GFT to send any item to certain Cuban Communist Party or Government officials.  This rule limits the delivery of gift parcels to Cuba containing items other than food to once per month per household, instead of once per month per individual recipient. A household, for purposes of gift parcels to Cuba, is defined as all individuals living in common at a unique address. This rule also specifies that a gift parcel recipient must be a grandparent, grandchild, parent, sibling, spouse, or child of the donor. Finally, this rule makes License Exception GFT unavailable to send gift parcels to certain Cuban government officials or Communist Party members. This rule is not intended to limit the ability of non-governmental organizations to provide humanitarian support or assistance to pro-democracy or civil society groups. Therefore, it does not change the ``humanitarian donations'' provisions of License Exception GFT (Sec.  740.12(b) of the EAR) nor does it place any new limits on the review policy for applications for licenses for exports 

and reexports to provide support for the Cuban people as described in Sec.  746.2(b)(4) of the EAR.  This rule also makes all commodities listed on the Commerce Control List (CCL) ineligible for export or reexport to Cuba under the gift parcel provisions of License Exception GFT.  This rule does not change the requirement that commodities sent in gift parcels be of a type and in quantities normally given as gifts between individuals and that non-food items be limited in value to $200 per gift parcel.

	AMENDMENT TO LICENSE EXCEPTION BAG: This rule also limits the amount of baggage taken by individuals leaving the United States for travel to Cuba pursuant to License Exception BAG (Sec.  740.14 of the EAR) to 44 pounds per traveler, except if authorized by the Office of Foreign Assets Control of the Department of the Treasury to engage in travel-related transactions pursuant to a general or specific license in one of the following categories: 31 CFR 515.562 (official business of the U.S. government, foreign governments, and certain intergovernmental organizations), 31 CFR 515.563 (journalistic activity), 31 CFR 515.566 (religious activities), 31 CFR 515.574 (support for the Cuban people), 31 CFR 515.575 (humanitarian projects), or 31 CFR 515.545 (exportation, importation, or transmission of informational material).  Note: Other travelers seeking to take more than 44 lbs of baggage would require a license from BIS pursuant to Sec.  746.2 of the EAR.


	FINAL VOTE RESULTS FOR ROLL CALL 329

(Republicans in roman; Democrats in italic; Independents underlined)

      H R 4754      RECORDED VOTE      7-Jul-2004      10:21 PM
      AUTHOR(S):  Flake of Arizona AmendmentQUESTION:  On Agreeing to the Amendment

	
	Ayes
	Noes
	PRES
	NV

	Republican
	46
	176
	 
	5

	Democratic
	174
	18
	 
	13

	Independent
	1
	 
	 
	 

	TOTALS
	221
	194
	 
	18


---- AYES    221 ---
	Abercrombie
Alexander
Allen
Baca
Baird
Baldwin
Bartlett (MD)
Bass
Becerra
Bell
Bereuter
Berman
Berry
Biggert
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Boehlert
Bono
Boozman
Boswell
Boucher
Brady (PA)
Brown (OH)
Brown, Corrine
Camp
Capps
Capuano
Carson (OK)
Case
Castle
Clay
Clyburn
Coble
Cooper
Costello
Cramer
Crowley
Cubin
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis (FL)
Davis (IL)
Davis (TN)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
DeMint
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Dooley (CA)
Doyle
Edwards
Ehlers
Emanuel
Emerson
English
Eshoo
Etheridge
Evans
Everett
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Flake
Ford
Frank (MA)
Frost
Gilchrest
Gonzalez
Gordon
Graves
Green (TX)
	Greenwood
Grijalva
Gutknecht
Harman
Herseth
Hill
Hinojosa
Hoeffel
Holden
Holt
Hooley (OR)
Hostettler
Houghton
Hoyer
Inslee
Israel
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee (TX)
Jefferson
Johnson (CT)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy (RI)
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind
Kleczka
Kolbe
Kucinich
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Leach
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lofgren
Lowey
Lucas (KY)
Lynch
Majette
Maloney
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
McCarthy (MO)
McCarthy (NY)
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McHugh
McNulty
Meehan
Meeks (NY)
Michaud
Millender-McDonald
Miller (NC)
Miller, George
Mollohan
Moore
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murtha
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Nethercutt
Ney
Oberstar
Obey
	Olver
Ortiz
Osborne
Otter
Owens
Pastor
Paul
Payne
Pelosi
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Pomeroy
Price (NC)
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Rehberg
Reyes
Rodriguez
Ross
Roybal-Allard
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Sabo
Sánchez, Linda T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sanders
Sandlin
Schakowsky
Schiff
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Shays
Sherman
Sherwood
Shimkus
Slaughter
Smith (MI)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Solis
Spratt
Stark
Stenholm
Strickland
Stupak
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor (MS)
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Tiberi
Tierney
Towns
Turner (TX)
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Upton
Van Hollen
Velázquez
Visclosky
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Woolsey
Wynn


---- NOES    194 ---
	Ackerman
Aderholt
Akin
Andrews
Bachus
Baker
Ballenger
Barrett (SC)
Barton (TX)
Beauprez
Berkley
Bilirakis
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Blunt
Boehner
Bonilla
Bonner
Boyd
Bradley (NH)
Brady (TX)
Brown (SC)
Brown-Waite, Ginny
Burgess
Burns
Burr
Burton (IN)
Buyer
Calvert
Cannon
Cantor
Capito
Carter
Chabot
Chocola
Cole
Cox
Crane
Crenshaw
Culberson
Cunningham
Davis (AL)
Davis, Jo Ann
Davis, Tom
Deal (GA)
DeLay
Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.
Doolittle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Engel
Feeney
Ferguson
Foley
Forbes
Fossella
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Gephardt
Gerlach
Gibbons
	Gillmor
Gingrey
Goode
Goodlatte
Goss
Granger
Green (WI)
Gutierrez
Hall
Harris
Hart
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Hensarling
Herger
Hobson
Hoekstra
Hulshof
Hunter
Hyde
Isakson
Issa
Istook
Jenkins
John
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Keller
Kelly
Kennedy (MN)
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kline
Knollenberg
Latham
LaTourette
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lucas (OK)
Manzullo
McCotter
McCrery
McInnis
McIntyre
McKeon
Menendez
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller, Gary
Murphy
Musgrave
Myrick
Neugebauer
Northup
Norwood
Nunes
Nussle
	Ose
Oxley
Pallone
Pascrell
Pearce
Pence
Pickering
Pitts
Platts
Pombo
Porter
Portman
Pryce (OH)
Putnam
Quinn
Radanovich
Regula
Renzi
Reynolds
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Rothman
Royce
Ryun (KS)
Saxton
Schrock
Sessions
Shadegg
Shaw
Shuster
Simmons
Simpson
Skelton
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Souder
Stearns
Sullivan
Sweeney
Tancredo
Taylor (NC)
Terry
Thomas
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Toomey
Turner (OH)
Vitter
Walden (OR)
Walsh
Wamp
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Wexler
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson (NM)
Wilson (SC)
Wolf
Wu


---- NOT VOTING    18 ---
	Blumenauer
Cardin
Cardoza
Carson (IN)
Chandler
Collins
	Conyers
Deutsch
Hastings (FL)
Hinchey
Honda
Jones (OH)
	LaHood
Matsui
Meek (FL)
Tauzin
Young (AK)
Young (FL)


US$33.2 MILLION IN MAY 2004 TSRA EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of May 2004 was US$33,950,581.00, of which US$33,202,590.00 consisted of agricultural products and food products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  
	In June 2002, Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million (actual US$138,634,784.00) and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million (actual US$256,901,471.00).  Representatives of Alimport have projected that TSRA purchases in 2004 will be approximately US$320 million.


The government of the Republic of Cuba imported (not including transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees) from throughout the world, including from the United States, approximately US$709,979,366.00 in agricultural products and food products in 2003; US$608,548,665.00 in 2002; US$532,010,554.00 in 2001; and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  NOTE: Inclusion of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees, and continually presenting multi-year cumulative values and expected purchases in data is misleading, as the actual cost of goods sold, on a year-by-year basis, remains the meaningful value to be disseminated.  Transportation costs, when detailed, are important when considering the overall economic impact of exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, but should not be added to the value of products, as the result is an inflated value for products.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, among other products as “agricultural products.”  

	The United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, as agricultural products.   

	The United States Department of Commerce does not define “Cannulae and the like and part and accessories” as an agricultural product; a cannulae is a small tube that can be inserted into a narrow duct in the body or even something as small as a vessel.  This item, exported to the Republic of Cuba in April 2004, was licensed under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992.  In May 2004, “Medical Surgical Dental/Venternary Furniture, NESOI” was reported as exported to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis.  This product was authorized under the CDA, not the TSRA.

	The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and all agricultural products in calculating TSRA-authorized exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2003
	2004
	% Change
	2003
	2004
	% Change

	January
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%

	February
	US$9,036,856.00
	US$28,025,200.00
	+210.12%
	US$25,876,117.00
	US$57,156,611.00
	+120.89%

	March
	US$17,463,552.00
	US$59,098,113.00
	+238.41
	US$43,339,669.00
	US$116,254,724.00
	+168.24

	April
	US$24,574,122.00
	US$55,303,148.00
	+125.05
	US$67,913,791.00
	US$171,557,872.00
	+152.61

	May
	US$21,260,422.00
	US$32,753,883.00
	+54.06%
	US$89,174,213.00
	US$204,311,755.00
	+129.12


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the TSRA was reported in December 2001.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2004-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	January 2004
	US$30,280,169.00
	29th (of 202)

	February 2004
	US$27,621,918.00
	36th (of 214)

	March  2004
	US$60,459,205.00
	17th (of 218)

	April 2004
	US$55,232,424.00
	19th (of 222)

	May 2004
	US$33,202,590.00
	24th (of 223)

	      Sub-Total 2004
	US$206,796,306.00
	23st (of 223)

	     Total 2003
	US$256,901,471.00
	35th  (of 219)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$606,651,467.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs.  NOTE: There were value changes to poultry (chicken) data from January 2004; however, the corrected values are included below.  

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	May 2004
	Year-To-Date

	0207120040
	Chickens, nesoi, not cut in pieces, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	US$126,429.00
	US$221,120.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$189,803.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$555,360.00
	US$2,591,447.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$1,530,387.00
	US$25,026,105.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	US$56,581.00
	US$56,681.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$261,380.00

	0207140050
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$1,056,103.00

	0207270090
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Tampa, FL
	US$148,719.00
	US$613,887.00

	0209000000
	Pig & poultry fat frsh chld frzn salted dried smkd
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$22,409.00

	02100110000
	Hams, shoulders &cuts, bone in , salted, drd, smkd
	Savannah, GA
	US$33,711.00
	US$33,711.00

	0402100000
	Mlk & crm cntd w/n swt powdr gran/slds nov1.5% fat
	Tampa, FL
	US$2,237,625.00
	US$7,229,250.00

	0402100000
	Mlk & crm cntd w/n swt powdr gran/slds nov1.5% fat
	Mobile, AL
	US$1,909,944.00
	US$6,514,594.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$298,752.00

	0406901000
	Cheese, cheddar, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$44,961.00

	0702000050
	Tomatoes, fresh or chilled, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,516.00

	0712202000
	Onion powder or flour
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$10,080.00

	0712904020
	Garlic powder or flour
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$11,808.00

	0713104040
	Yellow peas, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,572,773.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$15,531.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,434,000.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Houston, TX
	
	US$1,365,000.00

	0806200000
	Grapes, dried (including raisins)
	Mobile, AL*
	US$23,155.00
	US$70,034.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$165,032.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$39,338.00

	0904120000
	Pepper of the genus piper, crushed or ground
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$15,875.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$29,452.00
	US$176,528.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$10,984.00
	US$53,336.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed, nesoi
	New Orleans, LA
	US$967,205.00
	US$1,957,051.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	Houston, TX
	US$3,943,500.00
	US$15,150,243.00

	1005902020
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 1, except seed
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$2,508,000.00
	US$7,488,924.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 2 except seed 
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,365,260.00
	US$8,947,732.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$7,784,810.00

	1006204020
	Rice, long grain, husked (brown)
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$2,279,187.00
	US$2,279,187.00

	1006301020
	Rice, semi or wholly milled, parboiled, long grain
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,155,051.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL
	US$8.054.00
	US$50,743.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$23,487,596.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Houston-Galveston, TX
	US$3,423,690.00
	US$9,981,882.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$2,713,211.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$20,026,170.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$5,086,125.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$6,429,075.00

	1208100000
	Flours and meals of soybeans
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$14,434,682.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,644,100.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,238,000.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,676,000.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL**
	US$8,638.00
	US$8,638.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/fryn fats wholly Vegtlb oils edbl artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL**
	US$5,905.00
	US$84,880.00

	1604206000
	Fish, prepared or preserved, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$22,311.00

	1605201050
	Shrimps and prawns, prepared or preserved, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	US$6,400.00
	US$6,400.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$14,000.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Norfolk, VA
	US$16,524.00
	US$16,524.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$8,818.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$88,394.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	US$21,330.00
	US$120,418.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$117,104.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL**
	US$105,771.00
	US$160,499.00

	208111000
	Peanut butter
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$6,493.00

	2009904000
	Mixtures of fruit juices, unfermented
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$36,900.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL**
	US$29,526.00
	US$48,401.00

	2103909090
	Sauces and preparations therefore, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	US$69,892.00
	US$69,892.00

	2103909090
	Sauces and preparations therefore, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$4,240.00

	2104100020
	Soups, broths and preparations thereof, dried
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$49,632.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	New York, NY***
	
	US$361,931.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Norfolk, VA
	US$126,999.00
	US$243,477.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$51,558.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, nesoi, canned
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$60,577.00

	2106907090
	Edible preps, not canned/frzn, n/cont sugar, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$20,388.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,120.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$30,816.00

	2202909090
	Beverages nonalcoholic nesoi excl fruit/vegt juice
	Miami, FL**
	US$47,076.00
	US$47,076.00

	2204214000
	Grape wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs 2l or less
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$52,509.00

	2204290020
	Grape wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol contrs ov 2 liters
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$16,450.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	US$10,331,667.00
	US$15,212,287.00

	2306900000
	Vegetable oilcake & solid residue nesoi w/nt grnd
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$590,803.00
	US$590,803.00

	2309901010
	Pet food put up for retail sale ex dog & cat food
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$12,994.00

	2835250000
	Calcium hydrogenorthophosphate (dicalc phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	US$318,250.00
	US$318,250.00

	3100000000
	Fertilizers a fert materials
	Mobile, AL*
	US$121,920.00
	US$121,920.00

	3100000000
	Fertilizers a fert materials
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$1,080,750.00

	3504001000
	Protein solids
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$91,476.00

	3505100040
	Modified starches derived from corn (maize) starch
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$11,780.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$532,259.00

	4407100046
	Pitch pine etc lumber, n/trtd rough, ex finger-joint
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$44,062.00

	4416003020
	Casks, barrels, hogsheads, used, assembled, wood
	Tampa, FL
	US$14,336.00
	US$33,102.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$75,327.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$44,310.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$804,580.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$11,479.00

	4802575055
	Ppr/pbrd unctd nov 10% mech nesoi 40-150g/m2 sheet
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$479,000.00

	4811592000
	Prnting paper, not blechd wt <15x36x15cm
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$25,309.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$166,555.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$230,210.00
	US$719,311.00

	6305330000
	Sack & bag for pkg good mmade mat polyethylene
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$36,720.00

	8703240010
	Ambulances, hearses & prison vans >3,000 cc
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$8,500.00

	9018390050
	Cannulae and the like and part and accessories
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$2,650.00 (1)

	9209920000
	Pts & accessories for musical inst of heading 9202
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,270.00

	9402900020
	Medical surgical dental/veterinary furniture, nesoi
	Los Angeles,

CA
	US$66,062.00
	US$66,062.00 (1)

	9406008090
	Prefabricated buildings, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$400,000.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$965,273.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	US$12,199.00
	US$185,955.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Buffalo, NY*****
	US$130,411.00
	US$130,411.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$65,968.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Detroit, MI****
	
	US$25,000.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	San Juan, PR
	US$26,585.00
	US$26,585.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$82,494.00

	9802300000
	All wearing apparel, donated for relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,143.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	New York, New York***
	US$14,495.00
	US$36,408.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$400,000.00
	US$1,083,370.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	US$98,239.00
	US$449,792.00

	9809005000
	Shipments under $20,001, not identified by kind
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$20,840.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$33,950,581.00
	US$210,352,027.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.  
**While the reporting district is Miami, Florida, the shipping port does not include Miami, Florida, but does include Jacksonville, Florida; and can include airline charter/airline cargo from Miami International Airport.  
***The New York reporting district includes ports in New Jersey; and can include John F. Kennedy International Airport.
**** The Detroit, Michigan reporting district means that the products were transported by ground to Canada and then to the Republic of Cuba.

*****The Buffalo, New York, reporting district means that the products were transported by ground to Canada and then to the Republic of Cuba.

(1) Exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992, which re-authorized the export of healthcare products to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis, cash only, with end-use restrictions.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2004 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2004

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$37,329.00

	9801001065
	Goods in heading 8703 returned after being exported
	Tampa, FL
	US$4,000.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$33,329.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN MAY 2004- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in May 2004 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2004 April

Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of May 2004 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Soybean Oilcake
	US$10,331,667.00
	31.1%

	2
	Rice
	US$5,710,931.00
	17.2%

	3
	Wheat
	US$4,910,705.00
	14.7%

	4
	Powdered 1.5% Milk
	US$4,147,569.00
	12.4%

	5
	Corn
	US$3,873,260.00
	11.6%

	6
	Poultry (chicken)
	US$2,268,857.00
	6.1%

	7
	Vegetable Oil Cake
	US$590,803.00
	1.7%

	8
	Decalcium Phosphate
	US$318,250.00
	.95%

	9
	Cotton
	US$230,210.00
	.69%

	10
	Poultry (turkey)
	US$148,719.00
	.44%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$32,530,971.00
	96.88%


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 24 June 2004 to 1 July 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

24 June 2004 To 1 July 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	125,300

metric tons
	160,000

metric tons
	50,300

metric tons
	21,700

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	10,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	45,000

metric tons
	70,000

metric tons
	415,900

metric tons
	238,400

metric tons
	125,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	118,800

metric tons
	79,100

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	10,000

metric tons
	45,000

metric tons
	110,600

metric tons
	135,600

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	15,000

metric tons
	34,900

metric tons
	52,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	4,700

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	15,000

metric tons
	108,700

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	700

running bales
	1,300

running bales
	5,700

running bales
	400

running bales
	3,900

running bales

	Totals
	210,300 metric tons; 700 bales
	325,000 metric tons;1,300 bales
	849,200 metric tons;5,700 bales
	640,700  metric tons;400 bales
	125,000 metric tons;3,900 bales


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 24 June 2004 to 1 July 2004 and 17 June 2004 to 24 June 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

24 June 2004 To 1 July 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	125,300

metric tons
	160,000

metric tons
	50,300

metric tons
	21,700

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	10,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	45,000

metric tons
	70,000

metric tons
	415,900

metric tons
	238,400

metric tons
	125,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	118,800

metric tons
	79,100

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	10,000

metric tons
	45,000

metric tons
	110,600

metric tons
	135,600

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	15,000

metric tons
	34,900

metric tons
	52,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	4,700

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	15,000

metric tons
	108,700

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	700

running bales
	1,300

running bales
	5,700

running bales
	400

running bales
	3,900

running bales

	Totals
	210,300 metric tons; 700 bales
	325,000 metric tons;1,300 bales
	849,200 metric tons;5,700 bales
	640,700  metric tons;400 bales
	125,000 metric tons;3,900 bales


	

17 June 2004 To 24 June 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	150,000

metric tons
	160,000

metric tons
	25,600

metric tons
	21,700

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	10,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	66,900

metric tons
	99,500

metric tons
	392,900

metric tons
	208,800

metric tons
	125,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	118,800

metric tons
	74,000

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	45,000

metric tons
	110,600

metric tons
	135,600

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	15,000

metric tons
	34,900

metric tons
	52,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	4,700

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	15,000

metric tons
	108,700

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,400

running bales
	1,600

running bales
	5,000

running bales
	
	3,900

running bales

	Totals
	234,900 metric tons; 1,400 bales
	369,500 metric tons;1,600 bales
	796,200 metric tons;5,000 bales
	606,000
 metric tons
	125,000 metric tons;3,900 bales


CHAIRMAN OF U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMENTS ON CUBA- On 21 June 2004, The Honorable Richard Lugar (R- Indiana), chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations of the United States Senate, delivered remarks to the Washington, D.C.-based Organization of American States.  Portions of the remarks follow:

	Lugar calls for improved U.S.-Latin America Relations
in address to the Organization of American States

	U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Dick Lugar, in an address today at a special session of the Organization of American States, will say that “the cause of stable democracy in the Western Hemisphere would be immeasurably strengthened if the United States would examine and then improve its own inconsistent engagement with Latin America.

	“Latin America and the Caribbean are among our most important trading partners and the cultural homeland to large and increasing numbers of productive Americans. The United States must treat its own hemisphere as a priority, not as an afterthought . . . (W)e cannot make the mistake of adopting a ‘no nukes, no terrorists, no problem,’ approach to our own region. To do so would squander many important friendships and increase the chances that failed democracies would exist at our doorstep.”

	“Over the decades, the United States has failed to embrace opportunities throughout Latin America because our policy toward the hemisphere was often unnecessarily constrained by partisan battles over Cold War policies. In recent years, the Congress has spent an inordinate amount of time on the question of Cuba. As important as this issue is for historical and cultural reasons, Cuba is a small corner of the hemisphere. Attention to Cuba must not come at the expense of more comprehensive policies toward a region of 540 million people.”


NORTH DAKOTA REPORTS, AGAIN, FIRST CONTRACT FOR DURUM WHEAT TO CUBA- The Bismarck, North Dakota-based North Dakota Wheat Commission reported that Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), has purchased 5,300 metric tons of durum wheat sourced from North Dakota-based entities.

	In the 22 March 2004 to 25 April 2004 issue of the ECONOMIC EYE ON CUBA©, the following item was published: “The Bismarck, North Dakota-based North Dakota Wheat Commission reported that Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), has purchased 220,000 bushels of durum wheat sourced from North Dakota-based entities.”  This information was subsequently proven to be incorrect.

	According to the North Dakota Wheat Commission: “The U.S. Department of Agriculture indicates that the sale from last week of 220,000 bushels (6,000 metric tons) of U.S. durum wheat to Cuba has been taken off the books due to erroneous reporting.  It would have been the first sale of U.S. durum to Cuba since the early 1960s.  North Dakota Wheat Commission Marketing Director Jim Peterson remains optimistic that Cuba will buy U.S. durum, saying, ‘U.S. Wheat Associates and the North Dakota Wheat Commission have established a positive trade relationship with the Cubans.’ He explains that Cuba has been buying other classes of U.S. wheat. ‘For Cuba to purchasing U.S. durum as part of a combination cargo with hard red spring and soft red winter wheat from Mississippi River ports would make a lot of sense from both an economic and logistical standpoint.’” 

Ellen Huber
Public Information Specialist
N.D. Wheat Commission
4023 State Street

Bismarck ND 58503-0690
Phone 701-328-5111; Fax 701-328-5115; ehuber@ndwheat.com; www.ndwheat.com


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 10 June 2004 to 17 June 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

10 June 2004 To 17 June 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	150,000

metric tons
	160,000

metric tons
	25,600

metric tons
	21,700

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	10,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Durum
	
	
	5,300

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	66,900

metric tons
	99,500

metric tons
	392,900

metric tons
	208,800

metric tons
	125,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	118,800

metric tons
	74,000

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	65,000

metric tons
	110,600

metric tons
	113,600

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	5,000

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	29,900

metric tons
	52,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	10,000

metric tons
	4,700

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	5,000

metric tons
	108,700

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,400

running bales
	1,600

running bales
	5,000

running bales
	
	3,900

running bales

	Totals
	239,900 metric tons; 2,100 bales
	379,500 metric tons;1,600 bales
	791,200 metric tons;4,300 bales
	584,000
 metric tons
	125,000 metric tons;3,900 bales


OFAC ISSUES NEW INTERIM FINAL RULES FOR CUBA- On 16 June 2004, the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., issued the following changes to the Cuban Assets Control Regulations (CACR), effective on 30 June 2004:
	On October 10, 2003, the President announced the establishment of a Commission for Assistance to a Free Cuba (the "Commission"), an interagency commission tasked with identifying ways to hasten Cuba's transition to a free and open society and identifying U.S. Government programs that could assist the Cuban people during such a transition.  On May 1, 2004, the Commission delivered its Report to the President, recommending, among other things, a number of proposed changes to the U.S. sanctions with respect to Cuba.  On May 6, 2004, the President directed the implementation of certain of the Report's recommendations.  In an interim final rule, the Office of Foreign Assets Control ("OFAC") is amending the Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 C.F.R. part 515 (the "CACR"), to implement these recommendations, to make additional changes consistent with the President's policy with respect to Cuba, and to make certain technical and clarifying changes.

	Fully-hosted travel.  Section 515.420, the note to paragraph (c) and paragraph (f) of Section 515.560, and paragraph (c)(4)(i) of Section 515.572 are amended to remove discussion of and references to fully-hosted travel and the presumption that travelers to Cuba pay expenses for Cuba travel-related transactions.  The term "fully-hosted travel" refers to travel to, from, or within Cuba for which all costs and fees either are paid for by a third-country national who is not subject to U.S. jurisdiction or are covered or waived by Cuba or a national of Cuba.  The term was first introduced into the CACR on July 22, 1982, in Section 515.560 of the "Licenses, Authorizations, and Statements of Licensing Policy" subpart.  See 47 Fed. Reg. 32060.   Paragraph (j) of Section 515.560 provided that all transactions incident to fully-hosted travel were "authorized."  On May 13, 1999, OFAC removed this provision from Section 515.560, amended it, and placed it in a new Section 515.420, which is in the "Interpretations" subpart of the CACR.  See 64 Fed. Reg. 24808.  Under Section 515.420 fully-hosted travelers are not considered to be engaging in any transactions that violate the prohibitions of the CACR.

	In the years since the May 13, 1999 amendments, OFAC has found that persons who claimed their travel was fully-hosted routinely engaged in prohibited money transactions (e.g., payment of entry and exit and docking fees).  OFAC also has come to the position that even a person who accepts goods or services in Cuba without paying for them is in fact engaging in a prohibited dealing in property in which Cuba or a Cuban national has an interest.  Therefore, OFAC is removing the language regarding fully-hosted travel from the CACR and is thereby eliminating any authorization of fully-hosted travel.  Amended Section 515.420 now explains that OFAC interprets the prohibition in Section 515.201(b)(1) on dealing in property to include a prohibition on the receipt of goods or services in Cuba when those goods or services are provided free-of-charge, whether received as a gift from the Government of Cuba, a national of Cuba, or a third-country national, unless otherwise authorized by an OFAC general or specific license.  See, e.g., Section 515.560(a) of the CACR.  Amended Section 515.420 also explains that payment for air travel to Cuba on a third-country carrier, which involves property in which Cuba has an interest (for example, because the carrier will pass a portion of the payment on to Cuba), is now prohibited unless the travel is pursuant to an OFAC general or specific license.

	In the process of removing references to fully-hosted travel, OFAC is also removing the companion language in Section 515.420 stating that any person who travels to Cuba without OFAC authorization is presumed to have engaged in prohibited travel-related transactions there.  Notwithstanding the removal of this language, OFAC may still argue, either within the Treasury Department civil penalties process or before a United States court, that the receipt of services or other dealings in property in which Cuba has an interest, such as a stay at a Cuban hotel or the purchase of food in Cuba, can be inferred from evidence of multi-day travel in Cuba.

	Importation of Cuban merchandise.  Paragraph (c)(3) of Section 515.560 is amended to eliminate the general license authorizing licensed travelers to Cuba to purchase in Cuba and return to the United States with up to $100 worth of Cuban merchandise for personal consumption.  The amended paragraph (c) now explains that, with the exception noted below, no merchandise may be purchased or otherwise acquired in Cuba and then brought back to the United States.  OFAC has added a note to paragraph (c) explaining that this rule does not apply to the purchase in Cuba and importation into the United States of informational materials, which continue to be exempt from the prohibitions of the CACR, as described in Section 515.206.

	Exportation of accompanied baggage.  Former paragraph (f) of Section 515.560, which discussed the carrying of currency by fully-hosted travelers, is replaced with a new paragraph (f) limiting the amount of accompanied baggage carried by authorized travelers to Cuba to 44 pounds per traveler, unless a higher amount is authorized pursuant to a specific license from OFAC or by the Bureau of Industry and Security of the Department of Commerce.

	Travel to visit relatives in Cuba.  Sections 515.560 and 515.561 are amended to make a number of changes to the rules regarding travel-related transactions incident to visiting relatives in Cuba.

	Prior to these amendments, a person with a Cuban national close relative (defined to include second cousins) in Cuba could engage in travel-related transactions incident to visiting that relative once every 12 months under a general license and more often pursuant to specific licenses if requested.  There was no stated limit to the duration of the first visit, and the traveler could spend up to the State Department per diem (currently $167) for living expenses in Cuba plus any additional funds needed for transactions that were directly incident to visiting that relative.

	These amendments narrow the category of relatives who can be visited in Cuba.  The definition of "close relative" set forth in former paragraph (d) of Section 515.561, is replaced by the term "member of a person's immediate family," which is defined in new paragraph (c).  Under the new rule, a member of a person's immediate family is defined as a spouse, child, grandchild, parent, grandparent, or sibling of that person or that person's spouse, as well as any spouse, widow, or widower of any of the foregoing.  Relevant portions of Section 515.561 also are amended to eliminate the policy of authorizing those who share a common dwelling as a family with the traveler to accompany the traveler, unless they are themselves members of the immediate family of the person to be visited.

	The once-per-twelve-months general license contained in former paragraph (a) of Section 515.561 is eliminated.  In its place, new paragraph (a) states that OFAC will issue specific licenses authorizing travel-related transactions incident to visits to members of a person's immediate family who are nationals of Cuba once per three-year period and for no more than 14 days.  A person subject to U.S. jurisdiction who wishes to engage in travel-related transactions to visit a member of his or her immediate family who is a national of Cuba will need to request and receive specific permission from OFAC before engaging in those transactions.  For those who emigrated to the United States from Cuba and have not since that time visited a family member in Cuba, the three-year period will be counted from the date they left Cuba.  For all others, the three year period will be counted from the date they last left Cuba pursuant to the pre-existing family visit general license or, if they traveled under a family visit specific license, the date that license was issued.  Former paragraph (b), under which OFAC issued specific licenses for additional visits, is eliminated.  No additional visits will be authorized.


	Former paragraph (c) of Section 515.561 stated a different rule for travelers wishing to visit relatives who are not nationals of Cuba but who instead are in Cuba pursuant to an OFAC authorization (such as a student who is in Cuba under her university's educational activities license).  This rule has been moved to paragraph (b) and modified to provide for the issuance of a specific license to visit a member of a person's immediate family in exigent circumstances provided the person to be visited is in Cuba pursuant to an OFAC authorization, the particular exigency has been reported to the U.S. Interests Section in Havana, and issuance of the license would support the mission of the U.S. Interests Section in Havana.  Licenses would be issued under this paragraph, after consultation with the Department of State, in true emergent situations, such as serious illness accompanied by an inability to travel, and in order to support services normally provided in such circumstances by the U.S. Interests Section in Havana.

	A number of individuals have outstanding specific licenses that were issued pursuant to former Section 515.561(b) and (c). Those licenses will remain valid only until June 30, 2004, after which they are revoked.  Accordingly, individuals who have such specific licenses may not use them to engage in any Cuba travel-related transaction occurring on or after June 30, 2004.

	These amendments also reduce the amount of money travelers visiting members of their immediate family may spend for their living expenses in Cuba.  The new limit, set forth in amended paragraph (c)(2) of Section 515.560, is $50 per day plus up to an additional $50 per trip, if needed, to pay for transportation-related expenses in Cuba that exceed the $50 per day limit.  For example, a traveler whose five-day trip to visit her father in Camaguey includes roundtrip ground transportation between Havana and Camaguey may expend $50 per day for her living expenses in Cuba plus up to an additional $50, if needed, to pay for the costs of transportation between Havana and Camaguey, for a total of $250 of in-Cuba costs (airfare to and from Cuba is not included in this limit).  The per diem amount for all other categories of OFAC-authorized travel-related transactions in Cuba remains unchanged.

	Attendance at certain professional meetings in Cuba.  A note is added to paragraph (a)(1) of Section 515.564 to clarify that the general license in paragraph (a) authorizing  travel-related transactions incident to certain professional research in Cuba does not extend to transactions incident to attendance at professional meetings or conferences in Cuba.  Attendance at certain professional meetings and conferences in Cuba already is addressed by a separate general license set forth in paragraph (a)(2).  To the extent a professional researcher believes that attendance at a particular meeting or conference in Cuba is important to his or her research and the meeting or conference does not qualify under the general license set forth in paragraph (a)(2), the researcher may request a specific license from OFAC under paragraph (b).

	Educational activities in Cuba.  OFAC is amending Section 515.565 to reflect new policy with respect to specific licensing of certain educational activities in Cuba.  These amendments restrict the availability under paragraph (a) of specific licenses to institutions to undergraduate and graduate institutions.  Accordingly, former paragraph (a)(2)(vi), which covered certain activities by secondary schools, has been eliminated.  The duration of these institutional licenses is shortened from two years to one year.

	Paragraph (a) of Section 515.565 is further amended by adding a requirement that any students who use an institution's license must be enrolled in an undergraduate or graduate degree program at that licensed institution.  Students may no longer engage in Cuba travel-related transactions under the license of an educational institution other than their own even if their own institution will accept the licensed institution's program for credit toward the student's degree.  Paragraph (a) also is amended to clarify that employees who travel under an institution's license must be full-time permanent employees of the licensed institution.  Temporary employees and contractors do not qualify as full-time permanent employees of an institution.

	Three of the six educational activities listed in paragraph (a) of Section 515.565 that are available to licensed educational institutions and their students and staff are subject to a new requirement that those educational activities in Cuba be no shorter than 10 weeks.  The three affected activities are:  structured educational programs in Cuba offered as part of a course at the licensed institution; formal courses of study at a Cuban academic institution; and teaching at a Cuban academic institution.  The remaining three educational activities may still be engaged in for a period of less than 10 weeks.  These activities are:  graduate research in Cuba; sponsorship of a Cuban national to teach or engage in other scholarly activities in the United States; and organization of and preparation for licensed educational activities.  OFAC is also amending the requirements in paragraph (a) with respect to letters from the licensed institution that must be carried by each authorized traveler.

	Some current holders of educational institution licenses may have already planned Cuba travel-related activities that would not be authorized under amended paragraph (a) of Section 515.565. 

	Those licensed institutions that, prior to the effective date of this Notice, have already planned Cuba trips that will not meet the new requirements may still engage in all transactions incident to such trips provided that the trips and all associated transactions are completed by August 15, 2004.

	Paragraph (b) of Section 515.565 is amended to clarify that its statement of specific licensing policy applies only to individuals seeking to engage in certain educational activities in Cuba if their educational institution does not have an institutional license under paragraph (a).  The licensing policies set forth in paragraphs (a) and (b) are not available to individuals or entities that purport to arrange, facilitate, or coordinate educational programs in Cuba for U.S. academic institutions.

	Participation in international sports federation competitions; clinics and workshops licensing policy.  OFAC is eliminating the general license set forth in paragraph (a) of Section 515.567 for travel-related transactions incident to participation in amateur and semi-professional athletic competitions that take place in Cuba under the auspices of an international sports federation.  In its place, revised paragraph (a) states a specific licensing policy under which OFAC will authorize those same activities on a case-by-case basis.  OFAC also in amending paragraph (b) of the same section to eliminate the policy of specifically licensing travel-related transactions incident to participation in clinics and workshops, whether sports-related or otherwise, in Cuba.

	Quarterly remittances to nationals of Cuba.  OFAC is amending the general license in paragraph (a) of Section 515.570 to eliminate the authorization of quarterly $300 remittances sent from any person subject to U.S. jurisdiction who is 18 years of age or older to any household of a national of Cuba.  The amended general license authorizes such remittances only when they are sent to members of the remitter's immediate family.  The term "member of the remitter's immediate family" is defined to include only a spouse, child, grandchild, parent, grandparent, or sibling of the remitter or that remitter's spouse, as well as any spouse, widow, or widower of any of the foregoing.  Paragraph (a) is further amended to provide that the quarterly $300 remittance cannot be remitted to certain government officials and certain members of the Cuban Communist Party.

	Paragraph (c)(4)(i) of Section 515.560 is also amended to reduce the total amount of quarterly $300 remittances that an authorized traveler may carry to Cuba from $3,000 to $300.

	NGO remittances to Cuba.  Paragraph (d)(1) of Section 515.570 is revised to clarify the specific licensing policy of authorizing remittances from nongovernmental organizations and individuals subject to U.S. jurisdiction to Cuban pro-democracy groups, independent civil society groups, and religious organizations as well as to individual members of such Cuban groups and organizations.

	Remittance-related transactions by banks and other depository institutions.  Paragraph (a)(3) of Section 515.572 is amended to eliminate the general license authorizing depository institutions to act as forwarders for the quarterly family household remittances or emigration-related remittances authorized in paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of Section 515.570.  Depository institutions, as defined in Section 515.333, are now required to apply to OFAC and receive specific authorization as remittance forwarders before providing such services.  Depository institutions continue to be authorized by general license, however, to provide services related to other authorized financial transactions.  For example, a banking institution does not need separate authorization from OFAC to transfer to Cuba funds covered by a specific license allowing overflight payments or remittances other than quarterly family or emigration-related remittances.

	All of OFAC's informational materials, including its country brochure on Cuba, will be updated as soon as possible before June 30.


SUPERCLUBS OF JAMAICA RELINQUISHES HOLGUIN HOTEL MANAGEMENT CONTRACT IN CUBA- On 16 June 2004, Mr. John Issa, president of Kingston, Jamaica-based SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts, reported that the company had relinquished the management contract at the 480-room SuperClubs Breezes Costa Verde, located in Playa Pesquero, Rafael Freyre, Holguin Province (743 kilometers east of the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba), due to potential penalties under Title IV provisions of the 1996 Libertad Act (known as “Helms-Burton”).  The company has also relinquished a management contract at the US$70 million (US$135,000.00 per room) 434-room (and 5 suites) Grand Lido Varadero, inaugurated in 2004, reportedly at the request of Revolutionary Armed Forces of the Republic of Cuba-operated Gaviota S.A., which owned the property.  Thus, SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts currently manages two properties, each owned by Republic of Cuba government-operated Cubanacan Corporacion: 225room Breezes Jibacoa (70 kilometers east of Havana) and 276-room Breezes Varadero (140 kilometers east of Havana); and SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts no longer manages the 307-room Breezes Cayo Coco (300 kilometers east of the city of Havana).  Breezes Varadero, established in 1992, was the first SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resort to be located in the Republic of Cuba.
	On 6 May 2004, the United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., informed SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts that the company was subject to Title IV provisions of the 1996 Libertad Act.  Under provisions of the Libertad Act, SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts has forty-five days, or by 19 June 2004, to respond; the company had requested a stay, which was reportedly denied.  Prior to 16 June 2004, SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts, which has operated in the Republic of Cuba since 1990, had reported managing (through offshore entities located in Cayman Islands and, perhaps, other locations) five properties (1,500 rooms) located in the Republic of Cuba; but the Internet site of SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts and the Internet sites of Republic of Cuba government-operated companies reported four properties (1,307 rooms).  In 2001, the company reported managing eight properties.  Title IV provides that if an entity is “trafficking” in an asset located within the Republic of Cuba upon which there is a claim (generally certified by the Washington, D.C.-based Foreign Claims Settlement Commission) for an expropriated asset that has not been resolved by the government of the Republic of Cuba, then the United States Department of State, with or without cooperation of the claimant, may deny entry to the United States by senior-level company executives, members of the board of directors of the company, substantial shareholders of the company and immediate family members of the senior-level executives, members of the board of directors, and substantial shareholders.  Title IV includes an exception for medical treatment.  

	Since 1996, the United States Department of State has sanctioned two companies under provisions of Title IV of the Libertad Act: Toronto, Canada-based Sherritt International Corporation and Panama City, Panama-based Grupo BM; and Monterrey, Mexico-based Grupo Domos relinquished activities within the Republic of Cuba prior to the issuance of a Title IV letter. 


SuperClubs Breezes Costa Verde was the subject of Title IV provisions of the Libertad Act.  According to SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts, the company may have earned net revenues of US$60,000.00 in 2003 from the management of the SuperClubs Breezes Costa Verde; In May 1999, Mr. Issa reported that SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts expected gross revenues of US$31 million from four properties located in the Republic of Cuba for 1999, representing an increase of 170% from gross revenues in 1998; in March 2001, SuperClubs Breezes Costa Verde commenced operations.  An attorney representing Central Santa Lucía, L.C., a limited liability company registered in the State of Florida, previously reported that the company was using the “trafficking” provisions of the Libertad Act to seek restitution SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts and from from Palma de Mallorca, Spain-based Sol Melia S.A. (2003 revenues US$1.2 billion) which manages and/or has equity in a reported twenty-five hotels (8,116 rooms) within the Republic of Cuba, including two hotels on land deemed expropriated from representatives of Central Santa Lucia, L.C.  According to an attorney representing Central Santa Lucia, L.C., both SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts and Sol Melia S.A. (reportedly in excess of US$1 million) proposed financial compensation, which was rejected as “inadequate.”  
	According to the attorney, Central Santa Lucia, L.C., has shareholders who are “a large, mostly Cuban-American family” [who were Republic of Cuba nationals when the government of the Republic of Cuba expropriated their property] and is the successor company to Republic of Cuba-based entities that “have owned the land (100,000 acres) since 1857, on which” Sol Melía S.A.; Montreal, Canada-based Air Transat; Düsseldorf, Germany-based LTI-International Hotels; Kingston, SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts; Paris, France-based Accor S.A.; and Paris, France-based Club Mediterranee S.A. “are all trafficking (beachfront hotels)” in Holguín Province, Republic of Cuba.  The Club Mediterranee S.A. property was transferred to Madrid, Spain-based Occidental Hotels and Resorts (2003 revenues approximately US$300 million).  In 1996, Occidental Hotels and Resorts declined to manage four hotels in the resort area of Varadero (140 kilometers east of Havana) due to the impact of the Libertad Act.  “This is the underlying situation for the United States Department of State’s Libertad Act Title IV actions in progress.”    


There had been discussions (including at least one discussion attended by officials of the United States Department of State) between representatives Central Santa Lucia, L.C., and representatives of Sol Melia S.A., but the discussions did not result in a resolution of the matter.  Representatives of Central Santa Lucia, L.C., have repeatedly requested that the United States Department of State sanction Sol Melia S.A.  The United States Department of State targeted a Jamaica-based company instead of a Spain-based company due to the potentiality of multilateral objections given the government of Spain’s substantial commercial, economic, and political relationship with the government of the United States; and the prospect of European Union (EU) and European Community (EC) objections.  However, with a change in government in Spain, the probability of a Spain-based company being targeted has increased.  [NOTE: The Committee on Corporate Claims, which consists of a majority of the United States-based companies with the largest claims certified by the United States Foreign Claims Settlement Commission (USFCSC) in Washington, D.C., opposed, based upon principals of international law, the inclusion in the Libertad Act of individuals who were Republic of Cuba nationals at the time their assets were expropriated by the government of the Republic of Cuba.]

	As of June 1972, there were 5,911 claims which have been certified by the USFCSC.  Of these claims, thirty United States-based companies hold 56.85% of the total value, which is approximately US$1,851,197,358.00.  The USFCSC permitted interest to be accrued in the amount of 6% per annum.  The interest amounts are not reflected in the following amounts.  The following is a sampling of some of the claims (all numbers rounded):

	Company
	Certified Claim (US$ millions)

	American Brands





	US$10.6

	Amstar







	US$81.00

	Atlantic Richfield





	US$10.20

	B.F. Goodrich






	US$2.20

	Boise Cascade






	US$279.30

	Borden







	US$97.40

	The Chase Manhattan Bank




	US$7.50

	Citicorp






	US$6.20

	The Coca Cola Company




	US$27.50

	Colgate-Palmolive





	US$14.50

	Continental Group (now Continental Can)


	US$8.90

	DuPont






	US$3.00

	Esmark






	US$6.00

	First National Bank of Boston



	US$5.90

	Firestone Tire & Rubber




	US$8.30

	Freeport Minerals





	US$33.00

	Ford Motor






	US$.20

	F.W. Woolworth





	US$9.20

	General Dynamics





	US$10.40

	General Electric





	US$5.90

	General Motors





	US$7.70

	Goodyear Tire & Rubber




	US$5.10

	ITT (1)







	US$130.70

	International Harvester




	US$8.30

	International Paper





	US$1.10

	King Ranch






	US$1.70

	Libby, McNeil & Libby




	US$5.70

	Lone Star Industries





	US$24.90

	Moa Bay Mining (now Freeport McMoRan)


	US$88.30

	Navistar






	US$8.30

	Owens Illinois






	US$8.10

	Pepsi Cola Metro Bottling




	US$1.60

	PepsiCo






	US$.20

	Proctor & Gamble





	US$5.00

	Reynolds Metals





	US$3.40

	Sears Roebuck & Company




	US$3.70

	Sherwin Williams





	US$3.40

	Bristol-Myers Squibb





	US$1.50

	Standard Brands





	US$1.40

	Standard Oil (now Exxon)




	US$71.60

	Sterling Drug






	US$1.30

	Texaco







	US$50.10

	Texaco (Latin America)




	US$5.10

	United Brands






	US$85.10

	U.S. Rubber (now Uniroyal)




	US$9.50

	Warner-Lambert





	US$1.60

	Willson International





	US$.20

	(1) ITT used a provision of the Libertad Act to arrange a private settlement with The Netherlands-based Telecom Italia International N.V. (formerly Stet International Netherlands N.V.), a subsidiary of Milan, Italy-based Telecom Italia S.p.A. (2003 revenues approximately US$37 billion) has a 27% shareholding, as of December 2003.  Prior to December 2003, Telecom Italia International N.V. held a 29.29% shareholding.


A United States-based company which has a claim certified by the USFCSC may settle the claim and may travel to the Republic of Cuba to inspect the status of the claim.  The Libertad Act does not deviate from international law in permitting the resolution of investor disputes, including expropriations, between corporations and sovereign governments, such as the government of the Republic of Cuba.  In addition, a United States-based company which does not have a claim certified by the USFCSC may obtain the rights to a claim from a United States-based company with a claim certified by the USFCSC.

	The Libertad Act does not restrict the type of claim settlement agreement which may be offered by the government of the Republic of Cuba and accepted by a United States-based company.  Suggestions for types of claim settlement agreements, which could be assignable to others, from representatives of United States-based companies have included:  1) Cash payments 2) Bonds 3) Debt equity swaps 4) Import duty waivers and 5) Tax holidays.


The Libertad Act authorizes any individual subject to United States law with a claim certified by the USFCSC, to negotiate an agreement (payment, equity, etc.) to fully resolve or partially resolve with third parties (including Republic of Cuba government-operated entities) who are using assets within the Republic of Cuba upon which there is claim certified by the USFCSC.  A United States-based company or individual subject to United States law may obtain (transfer, purchase, etc.) a claim from another party and then enter into an agreement with a third-country entity to resolve the claim so as to provide one-time value or a continuing value from the resolution of the claim.   

	In July 1997, then New York City, New York-based ITT Corporation and then-STET International Netherlands N.V. signed an agreement whereby STET International Netherlands N.V. would pay approximately US$25 million to ITT Corporation for a ten-year right (after which the agreement may be renewed) to use assets (telephone facilities and telephone equipment) within the Republic of Cuba upon which ITT Corporation has a claim valued at US$130.7 million certified by the USFCSC.  Rome, Italy-based Telecom Italia S.p.A., then a subsidiary of Ivrea, Italy-based Olivetti S.p.A. and Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Nacional de Telecomunicaciones de Cuba S.A. (ETEC S.A.) were shareholders in a joint venture which is controlled by the Ministry of Information and Communications of the Republic of Cuba.  

	New York City, New York-based Citibank N.A., a subsidiary of New York City, New York-based Citigroup Inc. (2003 assets exceeded US$1 trillion) is a substantial shareholder in New Orleans, Louisiana-based Cuban American Nickel which has a claim certified by the USFCSC in the amount of US$88.30 million.  [Separately, Citigroup has a claim certified by the USFCSC in the amount of US$6.20 million].  Havana, Republic of Cuba-based Moa Bay Mining, a subsidiary of Cuban American Nickel, had obtained a loan in 1957 to finance development in Holguin Province, Republic of Cuba, and in the United States (State of Louisiana).  In 1961, the assets of Moa Bay Mining within the Republic of Cuba were nationalized by the government of the Republic of Cuba.  A predecessor company (Freeport Sulfur) then-affiliated with New Orleans, Louisiana-based Freeport-McMoRan Cooper & Gold, Inc. (2003 revenues exceeded US$1 billion), distributed assets to settle outstanding debt, including the debt of Cuban American Nickel.  The principal asset of Cuban American Nickel is the US$88.30 million claim against the government of the Republic of Cuba.  Other shareholders in Cuban American Nickel include: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania-based Mellon Bank, N.A., a subsidiary of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania-based Mellon Financial Corporation (2003 assets exceeded US$657 billion); Buffalo, New York-based HSBC Bank USA (formerly Marine Midland Bank), a subsidiary of London, United Kingdom-based HSBC Holdings plc (2003 assets exceeded US$1 trillion); Wilmington, Delaware-based Bankers Trust, a subsidiary of Frankfurt, Germany-based Deutsche Bank AG; and three Louisiana-based banks.  The United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., not acting at the request of the shareholders of Cuban American Nickel, sanctioned Toronto, Canada-based Sherritt International Corporation (2003 revenues approximately US$590 million) under provisions of the Libertad Act for “trafficking” in an asset upon which there was a claim certified by the USFCSC- nickel assets located in Moa, Holguin Province, Republic of Cuba.  Sherritt International Corporation has substantial investments within the Republic of Cuba in the nickel, oil, gas, and electricity generation sectors, and smaller investments in tourism, and agricultural sectors.  Reportedly, there were no material discussions to resolve the matter between representatives of Sherritt International Corporation, the shareholders of Cuban American Nickel, and officials of the United States Department of State.

	In 1999, then-Stamford, Connecticut-based Lone Star Industries, Inc. (1998 revenues US$347.1 million), received a license from the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., for representatives to visit the Republic of Cuba for the purpose of visiting a cement plant in Mariel, 20 kilometers west of the city of Havana.  This was one of several licenses issued, reportedly since 1992, by the OFAC to United States-based companies having a claim registered with the USFCSC for the purpose of authorizing representatives of the company to visit the Republic of Cuba to inspect the claim.  Lone Star Industries has a claim certified by the USFCSC in the amount of US$24.90 million.  Lone Star Industries Inc. (now Indianapolis, Indiana-based Buzzi Unichem USA) was acquired in 1999 by Wiesbaden, Germany-based Dykerhoff AG (2003 revenues of approximately US$2 billion).  Dykerhoff AG now has nominal control of the claim certified by the USFCSC by Lone Star Industries Inc.   


However, the policy by the OFAC regarding travel to the Republic of Cuba by certified claimants changed from 1997 to 1999.  On 27 January 1997, the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council wrote to the OFAC seeking the criteria for which the OFAC would grant a license to a United States-based company having a claim certified by the USFCSC authorizing representatives of the claimant to visit the Republic of Cuba to inspect the claim.  On 28 February 1997, the OFAC responded (CU-155302) “Travel for the purpose you have described does not fall into any categories in 515.560 [Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 515] for which a specific license may be issued.  After consultation with the Department of State, it has been determined that it would be inconsistent with current policy to authorize travel transactions by U.S. persons for the purpose described in your letter.”    
US$55.2 MILLION IN APRIL 2004 TSRA EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of April 2004 was US$56,226,220.00, of which US$55,232,424.00 consisted of agricultural products and food products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  
	In June 2002, Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million (actual US$138,634,784.00) and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million (actual US$256,901,471.00).  Representatives of Alimport have projected that TSRA purchases in 2004 will be approximately US$320 million.


The government of the Republic of Cuba imported (not including transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees) from throughout the world, including from the United States, approximately US$709,979,366.00 in agricultural products and food products in 2003; US$608,548,665.00 in 2002; US$532,010,554.00 in 2001; and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  NOTE: Inclusion of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees, and continually presenting multi-year cumulative values and expected purchases in data is misleading, as the actual cost of goods sold, on a year-by-year basis, remains the meaningful value to be disseminated.  Transportation costs, when detailed, are important when considering the overall economic impact of exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, but should not be added to the value of products, as the result is an inflated value for products.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, among other products as “agricultural products.”  

	The United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, as agricultural products.   

	The United States Department of Commerce does not define “Cannulae and the like and part and accessories” as an agricultural product; a cannulae is a small tube that can be inserted into a narrow duct in the body or even something as small as a vessel.  This item, exported to the Republic of Cuba in April 2004, was licensed under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992.

	The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and all agricultural products in calculating TSRA-authorized exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2003
	2004
	% Change
	2003
	2004
	% Change

	January
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%

	February
	US$9,036,856.00
	US$28,025,200.00
	+210.12%
	US$25,876,117.00
	US$57,156,611.00
	+120.89%

	March
	US$17,463,552.00
	US$59,098,113.00
	+238.41
	US$43,339,669.00
	US$116,254,724.00
	+168.24

	April
	US$24,574,122.00
	US$55,303,148.00
	+125.05
	US$67,913,791.00
	US$171,557,872.00
	+152.61


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the TSRA was reported in December 2001.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2004-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	January 2004
	US$30,280,169.00
	29th (of 202)

	February 2004
	US$27,621,918.00
	36th (of 214)

	March  2004
	US$60,459,205.00
	17th (of 218)

	April 2004
	US$55,232,424.00
	19th (of 222)

	      Sub-Total 2004
	US$173,593,716.00
	21st (of 214)

	     Total 2003
	US$256,901,471.00
	35th  (of 219)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$573,448,877.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs.  NOTE: There were value changes to poultry (chicken) data from January 2004; however, the corrected values are included below.  

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	April 2004
	Year-To-Date

	0207120040
	Chickens, nesoi, not cut in pieces, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$94,691.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$189,803.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$2,036,087.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$75,574.00
	US$24,495,718.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$261,380.00

	0207140050
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$1,056,103.00

	0207270090
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Tampa, FL
	US$36,000.00
	US$465,168.00

	0209000000
	Pig & poultry fat frsh chld frzn salted dried smkd
	Savannah, GA
	US$15,741.00
	US$22,409.00

	0402100000
	Mlk & crm cntd w/n swt powdr gran/slds nov1.5% fat
	Tampa, FL
	US$4,991,625.00
	US$4,991,625.00

	0402100000
	Mlk & crm cntd w/n swt powdr gran/slds nov1.5% fat
	Mobile, AL
	US$3,339,250.00
	US$4,604,650.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL*
	US$149,234.00
	US$298,752.00

	0406901000
	Cheese, cheddar, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$44,961.00

	0702000050
	Tomatoes, fresh or chilled, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$6,516.00
	US$6,516.00

	0712202000
	Onion powder or flour
	Tampa, FL
	US$10,080.00
	US$10,080.00

	0712904020
	Garlic powder or flour
	Tampa, FL
	US$11,808.00
	US$11,808.00

	0713104040
	Yellow peas, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,572,773.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$15,531.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,434,000.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Houston, TX
	
	US$1,365,000.00

	0806200000
	Grapes, dried (including raisins)
	Mobile, AL*
	US$22,536.00
	US$46,879.00.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$165,032.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL
	US$19,669.00
	US$39,338.00

	0904120000
	Pepper of the genus piper, crushed or ground
	Tampa, FL
	US$15,875.00
	US$15,875.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$147,076.00
	US$147,076.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$17,243.00
	US$42,352.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed, nesoi
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$989,846.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	Houston, TX
	US$7,949,408.00
	US$11,206,743.00

	1005902020
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 1, except seed
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$1,930,500.00
	US$4,980,924.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 2 except seed 
	New Orleans, LA
	US$3,839,878.00
	US$7,582,472.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$7,784,810.00

	1006301020
	Rice, semi or wholly milled, parboiled, long grain
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,155,051.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL
	US$17,364.00
	US$42,689.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	US$2,379,199.00
	US$23,487,596.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Houston-Galveston, TX
	US$6,558,192.00
	US$6,558,192.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	New Orleans, LA
	US$2,713,211.00
	US$2,713,211.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	US$15,351,710.00
	US$20,026,170.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$5,086,125.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$6,429,075.00

	1208100000
	Flours and meals of soybeans
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$14,434,682.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,644,100.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,238,000.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,676,000.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/fryn fats wholly Vegtlb oils edbl artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL**
	US$72,600.00
	US$78,975.00

	1604206000
	Fish, prepared or preserved, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$22,311.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$14,000.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$8,818.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$88,394.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$99,088.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$117,104.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL**
	US$26,553.00
	US$54,728.00

	208111000
	Peanut butter
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$6,493.00

	2009904000
	Mixtures of fruit juices, unfermented
	Tampa, FL
	US$36,900.00
	US$36,900.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$18,875.00

	2103909090
	Sauces and preparations therefore, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$4,240.00

	2104100020
	Soups, broths and preparations thereof, dried
	Tampa, FL
	US$49,632.00
	US$49,632.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	New York, NY***
	
	US$361,931.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Norfolk, VA
	US$116,478.00
	US$116,478.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$51,558.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, nesoi, canned
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$60,577.00

	2106907090
	Edible preps, not canned/frzn, n/cont sugar, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	US$20,388.00
	US$20,388.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,120.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$30,816.00

	2204214000
	Grape wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs 2l or less
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$52,509.00

	2204290020
	Grape wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol contrs ov 2 liters
	Mobile, AL*
	US$16,450.00
	US$16,450.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	US$4,880,620.00
	US$4,880,620.00

	2309901010
	Pet food put up for retail sale ex dog & cat food
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$12,994.00

	3100000000
	Fertilizers a fert materials
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$1,080,750.00

	3504001000
	Protein solids
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$91,476.00

	3505100040
	Modified starches derived from corn (maize) starch
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$11,780.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$532,259.00

	4407100046
	Pitch pine etc lumber, n/trtd rough, ex finger-joint
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$44,062.00

	4416003020
	Casks, barrels, hogsheads, used, assembled, wood
	Tampa, FL*
	US$18,766.00
	US$18,766.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$75,327.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$44,310.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$804,580.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$11,479.00

	4802575055
	Ppr/pbrd unctd nov 10% mech nesoi 40-150g/m2 sheet
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$479,000.00

	4811592000
	Prnting paper, not blechd wt <15x36x15cm
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$25,309.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Tampa, FL
	US$166,555.00
	US$166,555.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$229,843.00
	US$489,101.00

	6305330000
	Sack & bag for pkg good mmade mat polyethylene
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$36,720.00

	8703240010
	Ambulances, hearses & prison vans >3,000 cc
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$8,500.00

	9018390050
	Cannulae and the like and part and accessories
	Miami, FL**
	US$2,650.00
	US$2,650.00 (1)

	9209920000
	Pts & accessories for musical inst of heading 9202
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,270.00

	9406008090
	Prefabricated buildings, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$400,000.00
	US$400,000.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$965,273.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	US$89,490.00
	US$173,756.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$65,968.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Detroit, MI****
	
	US$25,000.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$82,494.00

	9802300000
	All wearing apparel, donated for relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,143.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	New York, New York***
	US$21,913.00
	US$21,913.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$260,980.00
	US$683,370.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	US$218,763.00
	US$351,553.00

	9809005000
	Shipments under $20,001, not identified by kind
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$20,840.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$56,226,220.00
	US$176,401,446.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.  
**While the reporting district is Miami, Florida, the shipping port does not include Miami, Florida, but does include Jacksonville, Florida; and can include airline charter/airline cargo from Miami International Airport.  
***The New York reporting district includes ports in New Jersey; and can include John F. Kennedy International Airport.
**** The Detroit, Michigan reporting district means that the products were transported by ground to Canada and then to the Republic of Cuba.

(1) Exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992, which re-authorized the export of healthcare products to the Republic of Cuba on a commercial basis, cash only, with end-use restrictions.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2004 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2004

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$37,329.00

	9801001065
	Goods in heading 8703 returned after being exported
	Tampa, FL
	US$4,000.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$33,329.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN APRIL 2004- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in April 2004 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2004 April

Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of April 2004 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Rice (long grain and medium grain)
	US$26,952,312.00
	48.7%

	2
	Powdered 1.5% Milk
	US$8,330,875.00
	15.0%

	3
	Wheat
	US$7,949,408.00
	14.3%

	4
	Corn
	US$5,770,378.00
	10.4%

	5
	Soybean Oilcake
	US$4,880,620.00
	8.8%

	6
	Cotton
	US$396,398.00
	.71%

	7
	Spices
	US$164,319.00
	.29%

	8
	Protein Concentrates
	US$116,478.00
	.21%

	9
	Poultry (chicken)
	US$75,574.00
	.13%

	10
	Vegetable Cooking Oil
	US$72,600.00
	.13%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$54,708,962.00
	99.05%


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 3 June 2004 to 10 June 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

3 June 2004 To 10 June 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	150,000

metric tons
	180,000

metric tons
	25,600

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	10,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	85,000

metric tons
	99,500

metric tons
	372,300

metric tons
	208,800

metric tons
	125,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	118,800

metric tons
	74,000

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	65,000

metric tons
	110,600

metric tons
	113,600

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	5,000

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	29,900

metric tons
	52,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	10,000

metric tons
	4,700

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	5,000

metric tons
	108,700

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	2,100

running bales
	1,600

running bales
	4,300

running bales
	
	3,900

running bales

	Totals
	270,000 metric tons; 2,100 bales
	399,500 metric tons;1,600 bales
	770,600 metric tons;4,300 bales
	562,300
 metric tons
	125,000 metric tons;3,900 bales


EDITOR’S NOTE: In the attached articles, readers will note that the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council is referenced as the source for placing a total value (December 2001 through June 2004) of US$430 million on products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  The value provided by Mr. John S. Kavulich, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council at an event on 10 June 2003 in Coral Gables, Florida, was “approximately US$560 million.”  This value was obtained by using the actual value of US$518,216,453.00 representing TSRA-authorized exports for the period December 2001 through 1 April 2004; and then adding approximately US$40 million, as an estimate for April 2004 and May 2004.  The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council will soon publish April 2004 data.  

USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 27 May 2004 to 3 June 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

27 May 2004 To 3 June 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	150,000

metric tons
	180,000

metric tons
	25,600

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	10,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	5,000

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	70,000

metric tons
	99,500

metric tons
	367,500

metric tons
	208,800

metric tons
	125,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	35,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	103,400

metric tons
	74,000

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	65,000

metric tons
	110,600

metric tons
	113,600

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	5,000

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	29,900

metric tons
	52,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	10,000

metric tons
	4,700

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	10,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	98,700

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	2,100

running bales
	1,600

running bales
	4,300

running bales
	
	3,900

running bales

	Totals
	280,000 metric tons; 2,100 bales
	399,500 metric tons;1,600 bales
	745,400 metric tons;4,300 bales
	562,300
 metric tons
	125,000 metric tons;3,900 bales


GTIS PROVIDES TRADE DATA FOR CUBA- Columbia, South Carolina-based Global Trade Information Service, Inc. (GTIS), has provided the following trade (import and export) data for the Republic of Cuba, obtained by GTIS from the respective governments.  Import and Export valuation reported in the Global Trade Atlas published by GTIS is determined by the value definition used by each reporting country.  Valuation definitions and their usage: 

	Custom Import Value (C.V.): This value is generally defined as the price actually paid or payable for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties, freight, insurance, and other charges incurred in bringing the merchandise to the importing country.

	Cost, Insurance, and Freight Import Value (C.I.F.): This value represents the landed value of the merchandise at the first port of arrival in the importing country.  It is computed by adding “Import Charges” to the “Customs Value” and therefore excludes import duties.

	Free Along Ship Export Value (F.A.S.): The value of exports at the seaport, airport, or border, port of export, based on the transaction price, including inland freight, insurance, and other charges incurred in placing the merchandise alongside the carrier at the port of exportation.  The value, as defined, excludes the cost of loading the merchandise aboard the exporting carrier and also excludes freight, insurance, and any charges or transportation costs beyond the port of exportation.

	Free On Board (F.O.B.): A standard reference to the price of merchandise on the border or at a national port.  In F.O.B. contracts, the seller is obliged to have the goods packaged and ready for shipment at the place agreed upon, and purchaser agrees to cover all ground transport costs and to assure all risks in the exporting country, together with subsequent transport costs and expenses incurred in loading the goods onto the chosen means of transport.

	Value for Duty (V.F.D.): Value of imports before the addition of insurance and freight costs. The V.F.D. value equates approximately to F.O.B. value of goods in the exporting country.


	Reporting Country
	Export Valuation
	Import Valuation

	1
	Argentina
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	2
	Australia
	F.O.B.
	C.V.

	3
	Austria
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	4
	Belgium
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	5
	Brazil
	F.O.B.
	F.O.B.

	6
	Canada
	F.O.B.
	F.O.B.

	7
	Chile
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	8
	China
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	9
	Colombia
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	10
	Denmark
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	11
	European Union (External Trade)
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	12
	Finland
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	13
	France
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	14
	France (Customs)
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	15
	Germany
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	16
	Greece
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	17
	Hong Kong
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	18
	Iceland
	F.O.B.
	F.O.B.

	19
	India
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	20
	Indonesia
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	21
	Ireland
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	22
	Italy
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	23
	Japan
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	24
	Luxembourg
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	25
	Malaysia
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	26
	Mexico
	F.O.B.
	F.O.B.

	27
	Netherlands
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	28
	New Zealand
	F.O.B.
	V.F.D.

	29
	Norway
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	30
	Peru
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	31
	Philippines
	F.O.B.
	F.O.B.

	32
	Poland
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	33
	Portugal
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	34
	Russia
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	35
	South Africa
	F.O.B.
	F.O.B.

	36
	South Korea
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	37
	Spain
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	38
	Sri Lanka
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	39
	Sweden
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	40
	Switzerland
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	41
	Taiwan
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	42
	Turkey
	---
	---

	43
	United Kingdom
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	44
	United Kingdom (Customs)
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	45
	United States
	F.A.S.
	C.V.

	46
	Venezuela
	F.O.B.
	F.O.B.


The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba in 2003 was US$258,021,930.00, of which US$256,901,471.00 consisted of products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose; 2002 total exports were US$144,396,897.00 of which US$138,634,784.00 was TSRA authorized.  The first exports under provisions of the TSRA were in December 2001; the value was US$4,318,906.00.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, among other products as “agricultural products.”  

	The United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, as agricultural products.   

	The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and all agricultural products in calculating TSRA-authorized exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2004-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	January 2004
	US$30,280,169.00
	29th (of 202)

	February 2004
	US$27,621,918.00
	36th (of 214)

	March  2004
	US$60,459,205.00
	17th (of 218)

	      Sub-Total 2004
	US$118,361,292.00
	21st (of 214)

	     Total 2003
	US$256,901,471.00
	35th  (of 219)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$518,216,453.00
	


NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba were for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba; or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities; or healthcare products under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992, which re-authorized the direct commercial export of healthcare products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.   

	Reporting Countries Export Statistics (To Partner Country: Cuba)

	Agriculture HS 1-24, 44

	Reporting
Country
	United States Dollars
	% Change 2003/2002
	Data
Availability

	
	2001
	2002
	2003
	
	

	Reporting Total
	
	608,548,665.00
	709,979,366.00
	16.67
	01/02 - 12/03

	United States
	4,285,835.00
	139,814,843.00
	250,453,349.00
	79.13
	01/95 - 03/04

	France
	108893176
	68690859
	82079041
	19.49
	01/97 - 02/04

	Italy
	29987616
	42127860
	49242851
	16.89
	01/97 - 02/04

	Spain
	55412248
	38326829
	46426596
	21.13
	01/97 - 02/04

	China
	56987902
	81693968
	45065979
	-44.84
	01/95 - 04/04

	New Zealand
	44317062
	30112703
	38931867
	29.29
	01/96 - 03/04

	Chile
	22445552
	27703966
	30446680
	9.9
	01/97 - 04/04

	Colombia
	970457
	1739880
	28833653
	1557.22
	01/95 - 01/04

	Canada
	83141843
	52530177
	28360504
	-46.01
	01/95 - 03/04

	Brazil
	57890804
	38098311
	24033583
	-36.92
	01/97 - 04/04

	Mexico
	20955293
	15048231
	14709135
	-2.25
	01/95 - 03/04

	Netherlands
	24147304
	22327898
	13639420
	-38.91
	01/97 - 02/04

	Poland
	0
	7285848
	13066196
	79.34
	01/02 - 02/04

	Belgium
	4001363
	5751704
	9216917
	60.25
	01/99 - 02/04

	Argentina
	36522672
	11339318
	9180404
	-19.04
	01/97 - 03/04

	Germany
	4971836
	6313558
	6739843
	6.75
	01/97 - 02/04

	United Kingdom
	1401248
	6695648
	5744116
	-14.21
	01/97 - 02/04

	Czech Republic
	0
	675819
	5366929
	694.14
	01/02 - 03/04

	Australia
	10468307
	9061258
	2518356
	-72.21
	01/95 - 04/04

	South Korea
	0
	0
	1618571
	
	01/96 - 04/04

	Indonesia
	551703
	76310
	630474
	726.2
	01/96 - 12/03

	Japan
	338436
	575942
	628542
	9.13
	01/95 - 04/04

	Venezuela
	594650
	262058
	538715
	105.57
	01/99 - 12/03

	Ireland
	318289
	86196
	473099
	448.86
	01/97 - 02/04

	Peru
	1386818
	130937
	452867
	245.87
	01/98 - 04/04

	Denmark
	1444460
	197441
	337509
	70.94
	01/97 - 02/04

	Thailand
	20466
	112651
	303004
	168.98
	01/98 - 04/04

	Taiwan
	17738
	19568
	227271
	1061.43
	01/96 - 03/04

	Sweden
	782
	556
	198101
	∞
	01/97 - 02/04

	Malaysia
	131524
	332519
	163686
	-50.77
	01/97 - 02/04

	Russia
	182750
	75648
	77974
	3.07
	01/97 - 03/04

	Turkey
	1826153
	256087
	58907
	-77
	01/98 - 03/04

	Norway
	77286
	54324
	49008
	-9.79
	01/97 - 04/04

	Malta
	0
	69021
	45857
	-33.56
	01/02 - 12/03

	Hungary
	0
	0
	20803
	
	01/02 - 02/04

	Singapore
	20695
	0
	20318
	
	01/99 - 04/04

	Portugal
	1174084
	605376
	20071
	-96.68
	01/97 - 02/04

	Switzerland
	0
	49285
	16506
	-66.51
	01/96 - 04/04

	Lithuania
	0
	0
	14810
	
	01/02 - 02/04

	Hong Kong
	4943
	4698
	13923
	196.37
	01/97 - 03/04

	Austria
	762
	69223
	11250
	-83.75
	01/97 - 02/04

	Philippines
	0
	206600
	2500
	-98.79
	01/97 - 12/03

	South Africa
	34499
	59
	98
	64.15
	01/96 - 03/04

	Romania
	0
	0
	84
	
	01/00 - 03/04

	Sri Lanka
	0
	17168
	0
	-100
	01/98 - 03/04

	Finland
	742739
	0
	0
	
	01/97 - 02/04

	Latvia
	0
	8318
	0
	-100
	01/02 - 03/04


	Reporting Countries Import Statistics (From Partner Country: Cuba)

	Agriculture HS 1-24, 44

	Reporting
Country
	United States Dollars
	% Change 2003/2002
	Data Availability

	
	2001
	2002
	2003
	
	

	Reporting Total
	
	772,953,074.00
	642,563,947.00
	-16.87
	01/02 - 12/03

	Russia
	419999689
	281339140
	171615155
	-39
	01/97 - 03/04

	Spain
	109946743
	136349729
	122900892
	-9.86
	01/97 - 02/04

	China
	91295113
	96158644
	87989500
	-8.5
	01/95 - 04/04

	Netherlands
	50873278
	35877667
	45763007
	27.55
	01/97 - 02/04

	Japan
	37169101
	27884315
	27687463
	-0.71
	01/95 - 04/04

	France
	26938439
	28373025
	22650780
	-20.17
	01/97 - 02/04

	Switzerland
	18200754
	19294525
	21367366
	10.74
	01/96 - 04/04

	Portugal
	15472939
	16652893
	21355706
	28.24
	01/97 - 02/04

	Germany
	14217930
	11756878
	14978216
	27.4
	01/97 - 02/04

	Canada
	34069925
	28760343
	14674267
	-48.98
	01/95 - 03/04

	Romania
	18195764
	14848683
	14248601
	-4.04
	01/00 - 03/04

	United Kingdom
	12079288
	10803805
	12505112
	15.75
	01/97 - 02/04

	Hong Kong
	7453709
	8048494
	9654454
	19.95
	01/97 - 03/04

	Mexico
	9696298
	10673910
	8685874
	-18.63
	01/95 - 03/04

	Belgium
	11515094
	10740065
	8457740
	-21.25
	01/99 - 02/04

	Venezuela
	2540249
	299186
	7766377
	2495.84
	01/99 - 12/03

	Italy
	4894941
	3938146
	5573306
	41.52
	01/97 - 02/04

	Cyprus
	0
	2375722
	3644105
	53.39
	01/02 - 01/04

	Australia
	4039751
	5033247
	2870795
	-42.96
	01/95 - 04/04

	Taiwan
	572128
	1472770
	2713342
	84.23
	01/96 - 03/04

	Austria
	2139660
	1292870
	1846955
	42.86
	01/97 - 02/04

	Denmark
	791216
	607537
	1252968
	106.24
	01/97 - 02/04

	Poland
	0
	964529
	1149788
	19.21
	01/02 - 02/04

	Singapore
	1308891
	7477999
	1033420
	-86.18
	01/99 - 04/04

	Brazil
	758235
	555691
	1017592
	83.12
	01/97 - 04/04

	South Africa
	921707
	867589
	819158
	-5.58
	01/96 - 03/04

	Czech Republic
	0
	437025
	692327
	58.42
	01/02 - 03/04

	Finland
	338711
	323017
	669262
	107.19
	01/97 - 02/04

	South Korea
	0
	0
	634470
	
	01/96 - 04/04

	Sweden
	501318
	592315
	619743
	4.63
	01/97 - 02/04

	Chile
	501876
	539192
	595574
	10.46
	01/97 - 04/04

	Greece
	6377
	153369
	594620
	287.7
	01/97 - 12/03

	Argentina
	2182221
	333920
	531936
	59.3
	01/97 - 03/04

	New Zealand
	517754
	564166
	485524
	-13.94
	01/96 - 03/04

	Colombia
	1911770
	547195
	440897
	-19.43
	01/95 - 01/04

	Thailand
	736223
	647149
	435495
	-32.71
	01/98 - 04/04

	Norway
	468362
	446307
	378918
	-15.1
	01/97 - 04/04

	Hungary
	0
	343786
	376802
	9.6
	01/02 - 02/04

	Slovenia
	0
	187923
	289823
	54.22
	01/02 - 02/04

	Latvia
	0
	25367
	274030
	980.26
	01/02 - 03/04

	Peru
	285685
	183945
	251253
	36.59
	01/98 - 04/04

	Malta
	0
	241936
	225823
	-6.66
	01/02 - 12/03

	Slovakia
	0
	132258
	214181
	61.94
	01/02 - 02/04

	Malaysia
	134449
	4551040
	163994
	-96.4
	01/97 - 02/04

	Lithuania
	0
	81842
	139311
	70.22
	01/02 - 02/04

	Estonia
	0
	97581
	115336
	18.2
	01/02 - 02/04

	Ireland
	174659
	42671
	95035
	122.71
	01/97 - 02/04

	Turkey
	73304
	0
	69233
	
	01/98 - 03/04

	Iceland
	26698
	31089
	37809
	21.61
	01/97 - 04/04

	Philippines
	128853
	0
	10187
	
	01/97 - 12/03

	Luxembourg
	22619
	2577
	425
	-83.51
	01/99 - 02/04


	Reporting Countries Import Statistics (From Partner Country: Cuba)

	Commodity: _Total, All Commodity Chapters

	Reporting
Country
	United States Dollars
	% Change
	Data
Availability

	
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2003/2002
	

	Reporting Total
	
	1,107,495,598.00
	1,175,817,974.00
	6.17
	01/02 - 12/03

	Argentina
	3327149
	1145914
	1164488
	1.62
	01/97 - 03/04

	Australia
	4074378
	5065946
	2930667
	-42.15
	01/95 - 04/04

	Austria
	2212756
	1374000
	2344213
	70.61
	01/97 - 02/04

	Belgium
	14760928
	10782183
	8510384
	-21.07
	01/99 - 02/04

	Brazil
	10602864
	14117059
	22384616
	58.56
	01/97 - 04/04

	Canada
	234153639
	207362797
	266517244
	28.53
	01/95 - 03/04

	Chile
	705373
	1011112
	904355
	-10.56
	01/97 - 04/04

	China
	114048665
	115672397
	120555697
	4.22
	01/95 - 04/04

	Colombia
	13307282
	3791477
	4609613
	21.58
	01/95 - 01/04

	Cyprus
	0
	2379482
	3653084
	53.52
	01/02 - 01/04

	Czech Republic
	0
	1050957
	1755315
	67.02
	01/02 - 03/04

	Denmark
	803315
	698697
	1440322
	106.14
	01/97 - 02/04

	Estonia
	0
	98906
	115782
	17.06
	01/02 - 02/04

	Finland
	345072
	354210
	669262
	88.94
	01/97 - 02/04

	France
	35451902
	41871263
	26229366
	-37.36
	01/97 - 02/04

	Germany
	18000595
	17982073
	18610819
	3.5
	01/97 - 02/04

	Greece
	23914
	155371
	596795
	284.11
	01/97 - 12/03

	Hong Kong
	7619963
	8393614
	9976409
	18.86
	01/97 - 03/04

	Hungary
	0
	349464
	445755
	27.55
	01/02 - 02/04

	Iceland
	27850
	35981
	40014
	11.21
	01/97 - 04/04

	Indonesia
	257895
	0
	0
	
	01/96 - 12/03

	Ireland
	174659
	42671
	95114
	122.9
	01/97 - 02/04

	Italy
	13903409
	14725207
	15555284
	5.64
	01/97 - 02/04

	Japan
	37401793
	28073604
	28045292
	-0.1
	01/95 - 04/04

	Latvia
	0
	25367
	274030
	980.26
	01/02 - 03/04

	Lithuania
	0
	81842
	139311
	70.22
	01/02 - 02/04

	Luxembourg
	28771
	15915
	16772
	5.39
	01/99 - 02/04

	Malaysia
	197719
	4722378
	167303
	-96.46
	01/97 - 02/04

	Malta
	0
	251740
	226285
	-10.11
	01/02 - 12/03

	Mexico
	25668894
	24289486
	20306554
	-16.4
	01/95 - 03/04

	Netherlands
	112814732
	74637810
	114013536
	52.76
	01/97 - 02/04

	New Zealand
	518173
	564166
	526947
	-6.6
	01/96 - 03/04

	Norway
	484927
	449944
	380916
	-15.34
	01/97 - 04/04

	Peru
	450735
	336432
	398829
	18.55
	01/98 - 04/04

	Philippines
	130270
	0
	91714
	
	01/97 - 12/03

	Poland
	0
	1236102
	1365380
	10.46
	01/02 - 02/04

	Portugal
	18088941
	18634122
	22233472
	19.32
	01/97 - 02/04

	Romania
	18197233
	14872041
	14447071
	-2.86
	01/00 - 03/04

	Russia
	424595132
	287516771
	175706883
	-38.89
	01/97 - 03/04

	Singapore
	1560132
	7576870
	1423668
	-81.21
	01/99 - 04/04

	Slovakia
	0
	397453
	225782
	-43.19
	01/02 - 02/04

	Slovenia
	0
	1008630
	624411
	-38.09
	01/02 - 02/04

	South Africa
	1015579
	976035
	1436957
	47.22
	01/96 - 03/04

	South Korea
	0
	0
	1342589
	
	01/96 - 04/04

	Spain
	119177903
	153235977
	144479480
	-5.71
	01/97 - 02/04

	Sri Lanka
	75496
	0
	0
	
	01/98 - 03/04

	Sweden
	510733
	602723
	830172
	37.74
	01/97 - 02/04

	Switzerland
	18497195
	19444797
	21469302
	10.41
	01/96 - 04/04

	Taiwan
	686616
	2215487
	5172173
	133.46
	01/96 - 03/04

	Thailand
	737269
	659908
	629003
	-4.68
	01/98 - 04/04

	Turkey
	95106
	162136
	69911
	-56.88
	01/98 - 03/04

	United Kingdom
	13049457
	11975706
	14397109
	20.22
	01/97 - 02/04

	United States
	5,565.00
	311,992.00
	301,703.00
	-3.3
	01/95 - 03/04

	Venezuela
	13688309
	4759383
	95970819
	1916.46
	01/99 - 12/03


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2003 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2003

	4901990070
	Hardbound books
	San Juan, PR
	US$3,307.00

	8524320000
	Laser disc for reproducing sound only
	Miami, FL
	US$3,076.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	New York, NY
	US$40,000.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$95,847.00

	9801001097
	Products of U.S. returned after being export, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$159,473.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$301,703.00


	Reporting Countries Export Statistics (To Partner Country: Cuba)

Commodity: _Total, All Commodity Chapters

	Reporting
Country
	United States Dollars
	% Change
	Data Availability

	
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2003/2002
	

	Reporting Total
	
	2,209,562,371.00
	2,472,288,665.00
	11.89
	01/02 - 12/03

	Spain
	557373777
	448341677
	513607659
	14.56
	01/97 - 02/04

	Italy
	249868366
	236252022
	264298627
	11.87
	01/97 - 02/04

	United States
	7,096,211.00
	145,649,107.00
	260,813,689.00
	79.07
	01/95 - 03/04

	China
	332942873
	310423158
	236282303
	-23.88
	01/95 - 04/04

	Canada
	254774189
	176111698
	185073352
	5.09
	01/95 - 03/04

	France
	220898883
	197601205
	150362924
	-23.91
	01/97 - 02/04

	Mexico
	175558283
	131999111
	142233001
	7.75
	01/95 - 03/04

	Germany
	89681939
	70169126
	112492005
	60.32
	01/97 - 02/04

	Brazil
	111953353
	73894808
	69514696
	-5.93
	01/97 - 04/04

	Netherlands
	63054299
	57280868
	60309194
	5.29
	01/97 - 02/04

	Colombia
	23679287
	60416079
	59516880
	-1.49
	01/95 - 01/04

	Japan
	26642281
	25954000
	59104420
	127.73
	01/95 - 04/04

	New Zealand
	46168137
	30970952
	40097136
	29.47
	01/96 - 03/04

	Chile
	36572165
	41770703
	38199433
	-8.55
	01/97 - 04/04

	Russia (1)(2)
	62925274
	33293356
	36328557
	9.12
	01/97 - 03/04

	Belgium
	24080473
	21020170
	29883641
	42.17
	01/99 - 02/04

	South Korea
	0
	0
	28296829
	
	01/96 - 04/04

	United Kingdom
	17862112
	17222093
	27897994
	61.99
	01/97 - 02/04

	Argentina
	48760920
	22086316
	23250306
	5.27
	01/97 - 03/04

	Taiwan
	18863213
	18062953
	19558331
	8.28
	01/96 - 03/04

	Sweden
	20823957
	9753062
	19426196
	99.18
	01/97 - 02/04

	Poland
	0
	9509629
	16926736
	78
	01/02 - 02/04

	Denmark
	9903450
	9216894
	11707028
	27.02
	01/97 - 02/04

	Venezuela (3)
	16203899
	11585833
	9929828
	-14.29
	01/99 - 12/03

	Czech Republic
	0
	3241312
	8076301
	149.17
	01/02 - 03/04

	Thailand
	4778534
	3879880
	7846840
	102.24
	01/98 - 04/04

	Switzerland
	13138338
	3748439
	6965422
	85.82
	01/96 - 04/04

	Slovakia
	0
	390649
	6662884
	1605.59
	01/02 - 02/04

	Hong Kong
	9807584
	6071606
	3923473
	-35.38
	01/97 - 03/04

	Australia
	10898085
	11902202
	3440286
	-71.1
	01/95 - 04/04

	Turkey
	3828030
	1854098
	3289260
	77.4
	01/98 - 03/04

	Portugal
	5526439
	4237951
	2927240
	-30.93
	01/97 - 02/04

	Peru
	2946502
	775794
	2327315
	199.99
	01/98 - 04/04

	Indonesia
	1463210
	650213
	1831988
	181.75
	01/96 - 12/03

	Austria
	2452936
	1752822
	1714417
	-2.19
	01/97 - 02/04

	Finland
	3115444
	1873651
	1692311
	-9.68
	01/97 - 02/04

	Singapore
	1362804
	1644371
	1457589
	-11.36
	01/99 - 04/04

	Malaysia
	1578682
	1437665
	1031702
	-28.24
	01/97 - 02/04

	Norway
	1603307
	1310918
	810217
	-38.19
	01/97 - 04/04

	Greece
	1538640
	365283
	594842
	62.84
	01/97 - 12/03

	Ireland
	792160
	179317
	573761
	219.97
	01/97 - 02/04

	Latvia
	0
	36737
	555005
	1410.76
	01/02 - 03/04

	Hungary
	0
	503212
	534111
	6.14
	01/02 - 02/04

	Romania
	1332098
	1771437
	321460
	-81.85
	01/00 - 03/04

	South Africa
	336493
	328024
	294520
	-10.21
	01/96 - 03/04

	Luxembourg
	310303
	2639431
	83881
	-96.82
	01/99 - 02/04

	Malta
	0
	69021
	46396
	-32.78
	01/02 - 12/03

	Cyprus
	0
	666
	45933
	6793.96
	01/02 - 01/04

	Lithuania
	0
	52312
	41852
	-20
	01/02 - 02/04

	Sri Lanka
	0
	17168
	26465
	54.16
	01/98 - 03/04

	Estonia
	0
	0
	25406
	
	01/02 - 02/04

	Iceland
	5722
	0
	20423
	
	01/97 - 04/04

	Philippines
	169602
	232453
	15703
	-93.24
	01/97 - 12/03

	Slovenia
	0
	10918
	895
	-91.8
	01/02 - 02/04


NOTES: (1) The government of the Russian Federation does not report fish exports.  (2) The government of the Russian Federation exported approximately US$150 million in oil products to the Republic of Cuba in 2002 as compensation for the closure of an intelligence gathering operations located at Lourdes, Republic of Cuba; the oil exports were not reported by the government of the Russian Federation.  (3) The government of Venezuela does not report the value of oil exports; approximately 90% of exports from Venezuela to the Republic of Cuba consist of oil products and oil-related products- 2003 (approximately US$900 million); 2002 (approximately US$600 million; decrease primarily due to lack of payment); 2001 (US$951,503,000.00); and 2000 (US$898,393,000.00).  There have been chronic payment delays by the government of the Republic of Cuba to the government of Venezuela.  The government of the Republic of Cuba, as of June 2004, reportedly owes approximately US$800 million to the government of Venezuela for oil purchases (with financing) in 2002, 2003, and 2004.

OFAC RULING CONFIRMS PEER REVIEW, STYLE, COPY EDITING- On 5 April 2004, the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., issued the following information relating to the means by which United States-based entities may disseminate information obtained from the Republic of Cuba. 
	The U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control    (OFAC) Friday issued a ruling to The Institute of Electrical and    Electronic Engineers, Incorporated (IEEE) confirming that OFAC does not regulate the important peer review process, as well as the process of style and copy editing, with respect to scholarly papers submitted by authors in a Sanctioned Country.  In a letter to IEEE, OFAC Director Richard Newcomb states that IEEE can participate in peer review and style and copy editing for purposes of publishing articles from a Sanctioned Country without the need for authorization from OFAC.
Today’s ruling makes clear that scientific communities in sanctioned countries may publish their works in U.S. scholarly journals,
 said Newcomb.  
This process is vital to promoting the free flow of information within the global community of scholarship.

The International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) and the Trading with the Enemy Act (TWEA) are the principle statues that confer broad authority on the Executive Branch to implement economic sanctions and embargo programs.  However, informational materials from
countries subject to IEEPA (e.g: Iran, Libya and Sudan) and TWEA (e.g: Cuba) are exempt from regulation under the Berman Amendment. 

In September 2003, OFAC issued a ruling to the effect that IEEE
s use of peer review and style and copy editing may fall into the category of providing a 
service
 for a Sanctioned Country, which is prohibited under IEEPA and TWEA if it resulted in substantive or artistic alteration or enhancement to the article by U.S. persons.  OFAC requested additional information of these processes.

After further consultations with IEEE, other members of the publishing community and the U.S. Department of State to develop a more complete understanding of those processes, OFAC clarified that IEEE
s use of peer review and style and copy editing is consistent with the Berman Amendment.


	[image: image3.png]PRESS ROOM






	
	FROM THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

April 5, 2004
js-1295

OFAC Ruling Confirms Peer Review, Style and Copy Editing Consistent with the Berman Amendment
The U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) Friday issued a ruling to The Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers, Incorporated (IEEE) confirming that OFAC does not regulate the important peer review process, as well as the process of style and copy editing, with respect to scholarly papers submitted by authors in a Sanctioned Country.

In a letter to IEEE, OFAC Director Richard Newcomb states that IEEE can participate in peer review and style and copy editing for purposes of publishing articles from a Sanctioned Country without the need for authorization from OFAC.  “Today’s ruling makes clear that scientific communities in sanctioned countries may publish their works in U.S. scholarly journals,” said Newcomb.  “This process is vital to promoting the free flow of information within the global community of scholarship.” 

The International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) and the Trading with the Enemy Act (TWEA) are the principle statues that confer broad authority on the Executive Branch to implement economic sanctions and embargo programs.  However, informational materials from countries subject to IEEPA (e.g: Iran, Libya and Sudan) and TWEA (e.g: Cuba) are exempt from regulation under the Berman Amendment.  

In September 2003, OFAC issued a ruling to the effect that IEEE’s use of peer review and style and copy editing may fall into the category of providing a ‘service’ for a Sanctioned Country, which is prohibited under IEEPA and TWEA if it resulted in substantive or artistic alteration or enhancement to the article by U.S. persons.  OFAC requested additional information of these processes.

After further consultations with IEEE, other members of the publishing community and the U.S. Department of State to develop a more complete understanding of those processes, OFAC clarified that IEEE’s use of peer review and style and copy editing is consistent with the Berman Amendment.  A redacted version of OFAC’s letter to IEEE, which provides the substance of the ruling, will be available at: http://www.treasury.gov/offices/eotffc/ofac/actions/index.html.  
	


	040405-FARCL-IA-15
April 2, 2004
FAC No. IA-[text deleted] 

[text deleted] [text deleted]
[text deleted]
[text deleted]
[text deleted] 

Dear Mr. [text deleted]: 

This responds to the letter of October 6, 2003 (Re: IA-[text deleted] – Supplemental Submission No. 4), providing additional information in response to the request made in our letter of September 30, 2003, your letters of January 9, 2004 (Re: IA-[text deleted]) and March 24, 2004 (Re: IA-[text deleted]), as well as the letter from Dr. [text deleted] dated February 20, 2004, regarding the peer review and scholarly publication by your client, [U.S. person], of papers submitted by authors located in countries subject to economic sanctions administered by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (“OFAC”). In your October 6, 2003 letter, you expanded the scope of your inquiry with regard to such activity beyond the Iran program to include other OFAC sanctions programs, specifically Cuba, Libya and Sudan (collectively with Iran, the “Sanctioned Countries”). 
We very much appreciate the approach taken by you and your client to comply with federal law in this matter, and to work with us in good faith to arrive at a resolution of these issues. Our meeting with you and representatives of your client in our offices on March 18, 2004, was very informative and useful in achieving a greater understanding of how the regulatory standards we administer apply in the context of the peer review and scholarly publication process. These standards, which have been communicated to you previously, pertain primarily to the implementation of section 1702(b)(3) of the International Emergency Economic Powers Act and section 5(b)(4) of the Trading With the Enemy Act, which read in pertinent part as follows: 
The authority granted to the President . . . does not include the authority to regulate or prohibit, directly or indirectly . . . the importation from any country, or the exportation to any country, whether commercial or otherwise, regardless of format or medium of transmission of any information or informational materials, including but not limited to, publications, films, posters, phonograph records, photographs, microfilms, microfiche, tapes, compact disks, CD-ROMs, artworks, and news wire feeds. . . . (hereinafter referred to as the “Berman Amendment”) 
As stated in our letter of September 30, 2003, the Berman Amendment does not apply to transactions (including the exportation of services) with respect to “informational materials not fully created and in existence at the date of the transactions,” or to the “substantive or artistic alteration or enhancement of the information or informational materials.” See: Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 CFR §§ 515.206(a), 515.332 and 515.545 (for purposes of this letter, the term persons subject to the jurisdiction of the United States as set forth in § 515.313 and applicable in the Cuba program is hereinafter incorporated in the term U.S. persons); the Sudanese Sanctions Regulations, 31 CFR §§ 538.211(c) and 538.306; and the Iranian Transactions Regulations, 31 CFR §§ 560.210(c), 560.315 and 560.523. The Berman Amendment also does not pertain to transactions with respect to information and informational materials restricted under regulations administered by other federal agencies, as further discussed below. 
We will convey our conclusions to you first with respect to the editorial process entailed in the peer review of articles submitted to [U.S. person] for publication, and second with respect to the style and copy editorial process conducted after the article has been accepted by [U.S. person] for publication. We understand that the ultimate objective of this process with respect to papers submitted and accepted for publication is to ensure that they are credible, understandable and contribute to the literature of the subject matter area. We also understand that [U.S. person] publishes not only in printed hard copy but also in digital media and in other formats. 
Peer Review: As we understand your description of the peer review process generally, the central purpose of “peer review” by an academic, scholarly or professional journal is to determine whether a given paper merits publication in accordance with a specific publication’s editorial standards. Peer review questions and comments are the usual and customary scholarly questions and comments about a paper’s clarity, logic, language, context or content in relation to a given publication’s editorial standards and criteria. With respect to [U.S. person] specifically, we understand that a manuscript submitted for publication is sent to up to three [of the U.S. person’s] volunteers, both in the United States and in third countries, who review it for technical and scientific value. The volunteers are generally persons who practice in the same technical field. 
Comments from [the U.S. person’s] peer reviewers are collected on a standard form on which the reviewer indicates a recommendation as to whether to publish as is, accept for publication with revisions, or reject. The form also has space where the reviewer can place comments or questions for the author and additionally can pass on private comments to the Editor. You further state that while this is [the U.S. person’s] practice, the mode of delivering questions or comments from peer reviewers to authors may vary considerably from journal to journal, in some cases involving a web-based form, e-mail, or the manual mark-up of a manuscript and shipment of that mark-up via photocopy, fax or pdf file. 
Comments from the [U.S. person’s] peer reviewers are relayed back to the editorial team, which consists of an Editor-in-Chief and Associate Editors, who make the final decision based upon peer comments whether the manuscript should be accepted for publication, rejected or needs further work from the author in order to be published. You state that it is common practice in almost all scholarly journals for peer comments to be addressed in the first instance solely to the editorial staff of the journal and not to the author. If the editorial staff decides that an article is publishable with revisions recommended by the peer reviewers, such recommendations are forwarded to the author, who is usually unaware of the identities of the peer reviewers. 
You characterize the peer review process as one primarily intended to secure a worthwhile paper for publication, not to assist any given author. Typical comments may refer an author to existing literature to show an author how a paper is supposed to be written so that it can conform to the editorial standards and criteria of that specific journal or other similar journals in the field. Other types of revisions proposed in this process might suggest further elaboration or clarification of certain points, or an observation that a paper is too lengthy or contains flaws. They might also include the need to gather more data to support conclusions, make minor corrections in the scientific theory or mathematics to equations and references (including the completion or correction of citations), modify the analysis, and improve the style or “expression of the work” (grammar and spelling). The authors may be advised to expand their approach, delete sections of the manuscript, or otherwise generally improve it. If the revisions made by the author so warrant, the article may be sent out for a second peer review.
As we stated to you in our letter of September 30, 2003, no license from OFAC is required for [U.S. person] to conduct the kind of editorial activity engaged in during the peer review process, provided such activity does not result in the reviewers’ substantive or artistic alterations or enhancements of the manuscript. For purposes of clarifying the application of that regulatory standard in this context, we would consider a prohibited exportation of services to occur when a collaborative interaction takes place between an author in a Sanctioned Country and one or more U.S. scholars resulting in co-authorship or the equivalent thereof. 
Based upon our understanding of the peer review process as set forth above, we conclude that [U.S. person’s] publication of articles or studies does not entail the prohibited exportation of services to Iran or another Sanctioned Country resulting in substantive alterations or enhancements of informational material by U.S. persons prior to its final importation into the United States for publication. In the peer review process as described, peer reviewers may spot problems in a submitted paper and may advise the paper’s author of the nature and extent of those problems, but neither the publisher nor its reviewers substantively re-write or revise the manuscript for the author to remedy those problems. The choice of whether to act on any given question or comment from a reviewer remains up to the author, who may then alter or enhance his or her manuscript – substantively or not -as he or she sees fit prior to its final importation for publication. Such activity is based upon general guidance and suggestions provided by the peer reviewers and endorsed by the editorial staff, neither of which is substituting their own work product for that of the author. This conclusion applies to the format used by [U.S. person] to convey comments, as well as to the alternative means of conveying comments – such as e-mail, manual mark-ups, or pdf file – discussed above. 
Please note, however, the Berman amendment does not pertain to exportations of information, including software and technical data, subject to licensing requirements under the Export Administration Regulations (EAR). These licensing requirements cover not just the exportation of information controlled on Commerce Control List, 15 C.F.R. part 744, but also the exportation of any information subject to the EAR where a U.S. person knows or has reason to know that the information will be used directly or indirectly with respect to certain nuclear, missile, chemical and biological weapons, and nuclear-maritime end-uses. In addition, U.S. persons are precluded from exporting any information subject to the EAR to certain restricted end-users. The Commerce Department’s end-user and end-use based controls are set forth at 15 C.F.R. 744. In addition, you should also consult the International Traffic in Arms Regulations, 22 C.F.R. 120-130, to determine whether any of the information to be exchanged may be controlled under the Arms Export Control Act. Finally, certain exchanges of information may also be governed by the Department of Energy and other government agencies. 
Style and Copy Editing: In our letter of September 30, 2003, we stated that the collaboration on and editing of manuscripts submitted by person in Iran, including activities properly described as style and copy editing, may result in the reviewers’ substantive or artistic alterations or enhancements of the manuscript (emphasis added). In your January 9, 2004 letter, you characterized such style/copy editing as: 

Labeling units of measurements with standard abbreviations; Correcting grammar and spelling to conform to standard American English; Changing the size of type or the weight of lines in illustrations so that the diagrams remain legible when reduced in size for publication; Labeling illustration captions and formatting references to conform to the [U.S. person’s] style manual; Sizing and positioning illustrations to fit on the page appropriately and in proper proximity to references in the text; Formatting mathematical equations to fit on the page appropriately and to avoid breakage between two lines in a way that is unclear; Ensuring that the author has supplied a biography and photo; and Adding page folios with publication titles and page numbers. 
In your January 9 and March 24, 2004 letters, you provided additional information in support of [U.S. person’s] position that any editing of a paper after its copyright has been assigned to [U.S. person] should be considered “exempt” activity under the Berman Amendment. We conclude that style and copy editing, as described in your submissions and set forth above, falls within the scope of the Berman Amendment – regardless of whether the copyright has transferred -because such activity as described does not constitute substantive or artistic alteration or enhancement of the informational material and is intrinsically related to and necessary for its dissemination through publication. 
Style and copy editing would thus fall within the same category of exempt transactions that includes transactions relating to informational materials that are reproduced, subtitled, translated (including both literal and idiomatic translation) or dubbed by U.S. persons for dissemination within the United States. Where copyright is retained by an author, royalties may be paid to the author with regard to informational material modified in the United States through these activities. 
In conclusion, [U.S. person] is therefore not constrained by OFAC’s regulatory programs pertaining to the Sanctioned Countries from conducting its peer review process, including the facilitation of review by peers located in third countries, and from making any of the style and copy editorial changes described above for purposes of publishing articles imported from a Sanctioned Country or from an author with whom transactions are otherwise prohibited. 

Sincerely, 

R. Richard Newcomb

Director

Office of Foreign Assets Control


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 13 May 2004 to 20 May 2004 and 20 May 2004 to 27 May 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

20 May 2004 To 27 May 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	56,000

metric tons
	56,000

metric tons
	325,000

metric tons
	84,200

metric tons
	100,000

metric tons

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	10,000

metric tons
	21,400

metric tons
	
	10,000

metric tons

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	5,000

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	130,000

metric tons
	99,500

metric tons
	349,700

metric tons
	208,800

metric tons
	85,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	35,000

metric tons
	
	103,400

metric tons
	74,000

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	65,000

metric tons
	110,600

metric tons
	113,600

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	23,000

metric tons
	29,900

metric tons
	44,600

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	10,000

metric tons
	4,700

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	10,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	98,700

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	2,100

running bales
	1,600

running bales
	4,300

running bales
	
	3,900

running bales

	Totals
	231,000 metric tons; 2,100 bales
	268,500 metric tons;1,600 bales
	1,048,400 metric tons;4,300 bales
	638,400
 metric tons
	195,000 metric tons;3,900 bales


	

13 May 2004 To 20 May 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	56,000

metric tons
	56,000

metric tons
	325,000

metric tons
	84,200

metric tons
	100,000

metric tons

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	10,000

metric tons
	21,400

metric tons
	
	10,000

metric tons

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	5,000

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	130,000

metric tons
	99,500

metric tons
	349,700

metric tons
	208,800

metric tons
	85,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	35,000

metric tons
	
	103,400

metric tons
	74,000

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	80,000

metric tons
	110,600

metric tons
	97,900

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	23,000

metric tons
	29,900

metric tons
	44,600

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	10,000

metric tons
	4,700

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	18,900

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	88,700

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	2,800

running bales
	1,600

running bales
	3,600

running bales
	
	700

running bales

	Totals
	239,900 metric tons; 2,800 bales
	283,500 metric tons;1,600 bales
	1,038,400 metric tons;3,600 bales
	622,700
 metric tons
	195,000 metric tons;700 bales


CORRECTION: In the 10 May 2004 to 16 May 2004 issue of the ECONOMIC EYE ON CUBA© newsletter, the value of TSRA-authorized agricultural and food product exports to the Republic of Cuba in 2003 was stated as US$317,360,676.00; this value was the result of an arithmetic error.  The correct value is US$256,901,471.00.  A corrected chart follows: 

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2004-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	January 2004
	US$30,280,169.00
	29th (of 202)

	February 2004
	US$27,621,918.00
	36th (of 214)

	March  2004
	US$60,459,205.00
	17th (of 218)

	      Sub-Total 2004
	US$118,361,292.00
	21st (of 214)

	     Total 2003
	US$256,901,471.00
	35th  (of 219)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$518,216,453.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs.  

SUPERCLUBS OF JAMAICA RECEIVES TITLE IV LETTER FROM U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE- On 6 May 2004, the United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., informed Mr. John Issa, president of Kingston, Jamaica-based SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts, that the company was subject to Title IV provisions of the 1996 Libertad Act (known as “Helms-Burton”).  Under provisions of the Libertad Act, SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts has forty-five days, or by 19 June 2004, to respond; the company has requested a stay, which has reportedly been denied.  SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts, which has operated in the Republic of Cuba since 1990, manages (through offshore entities located in Cayman Islands and, perhaps, other locations) five properties (1,500 rooms) located in the Republic of Cuba.  Title IV provides that if an entity is “trafficking” in an asset located within the Republic of Cuba upon which there is a claim (generally certified by the Washington, D.C.-based Foreign Claims Settlement Commission) for an expropriated asset that has not been resolved by the government of the Republic of Cuba, then the United States Department of State, with or without cooperation of the claimant, may deny entry to the United States by senior-level company executives, members of the board of directors of the company, substantial shareholders of the company and immediate family members of the senior-level executives, members of the board of directors, and substantial shareholders.  Title IV includes an exception for medical treatment.  

	Since 1996, the United States Department of State has sanctioned two companies under provisions of Title IV of the Libertad Act: Toronto, Canada-based Sherritt International Corporation and Panama City, Panama-based Grupo BM; and Monterrey, Mexico-based Grupo Domos relinquished activities within the Republic of Cuba prior to the issuance of a Title IV letter. 


The 480-room SuperClubs Breezes Costa Verde, located in Playa Pesquero, Rafael Freyre, Holguin Province (743 kilometers east of the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba) is the subject of Title IV provisions of the Libertad Act.  According to SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts, the company may have earned net revenues of US$60,000.00 in 2003 from the management of the SuperClubs Breezes Costa Verde; In May 1999, Mr. Issa reported that SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts expected gross revenues of US$31 million from four properties located in the Republic of Cuba for 1999, representing an increase of 170% from gross revenues in 1998; in March 2001, SuperClubs Breezes Costa Verde commenced operations.  An attorney representing Central Santa Lucía, L.C., a limited liability company registered in the State of Florida, previously reported that the company was using the “trafficking” provisions of the Libertad Act to seek restitution from Palma de Mallorca, Spain-based Sol Melia S.A. (2003 revenues US$1.2 billion) which manages and/or has equity in a reported twenty-five hotels (8,116 rooms) within the Republic of Cuba, including two hotels on land deemed expropriated from representatives of Central Santa Lucia, L.C.  
	According to the attorney, Central Santa Lucia, L.C., has shareholders who are “a large, mostly Cuban-American family” [who were Republic of Cuba nationals when the government of the Republic of Cuba expropriated their property] and is the successor company to Republic of Cuba-based entities that “have owned the land (100,000 acres) since 1857, on which” Sol Melía S.A.; Montreal, Canada-based Air Transat; Düsseldorf, Germany-based LTI-International Hotels; Kingston, SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts; Paris, France-based Accor S.A.; and Paris, France-based Club Mediterranee S.A. “are all trafficking (beachfront hotels)” in Holguín Province, Republic of Cuba.  The Club Mediterranee S.A. property may be transferred to Madrid, Spain-based Occidental Hotels and Resorts (2003 revenues approximately US$300 million).  In 1996, Occidental Hotels and Resorts declined to manage four hotels in the resort area of Varadero (140 kilometers east of Havana) due to the impact of the Libertad Act.  “This is the underlying situation for the United States Department of State’s Libertad Act Title IV actions in progress.”    


There had been discussions (including at least one discussion attended by officials of the United States Department of State) between representatives Central Santa Lucia, L.C., and representatives of Sol Melia S.A., but the discussions did not result in a resolution of the matter.  Representatives of Central Santa Lucia, L.C., have repeatedly requested that the United States Department of State sanction Sol Melia S.A.  The United States Department of State targeted a Jamaica-based company instead of a Spain-based company due to the potentiality of multilateral objections given the government of Spain’s substantial commercial, economic, and political relationship with the government of the United States; and the prospect of European Union (EU) and European Community (EC) objections.  However, with a change in government in Spain, the probability of a Spain-based company being targeted has increased.  [NOTE: The Committee on Corporate Claims, which consists of a majority of the United States-based companies with the largest claims certified by the United States Foreign Claims Settlement Commission (USFCSC) in Washington, D.C., opposed, based upon principals of international law, the inclusion in the Libertad Act of individuals who were Republic of Cuba nationals at the time their assets were expropriated by the government of the Republic of Cuba.]

	As of June 1972, there were 5,911 claims which have been certified by the USFCSC.  Of these claims, thirty United States-based companies hold 56.85% of the total value, which is approximately US$1,851,197,358.00.  The USFCSC permitted interest to be accrued in the amount of 6% per annum.  The interest amounts are not reflected in the following amounts.  The following is a sampling of some of the claims (all numbers rounded):

	Company
	Certified Claim (US$ millions)

	American Brands





	US$10.6

	Amstar







	US$81.00

	Atlantic Richfield





	US$10.20

	B.F. Goodrich






	US$2.20

	Boise Cascade






	US$279.30

	Borden







	US$97.40

	The Chase Manhattan Bank




	US$7.50

	Citicorp






	US$6.20

	The Coca Cola Company




	US$27.50

	Colgate-Palmolive





	US$14.50

	Continental Group (now Continental Can)


	US$8.90

	DuPont






	US$3.00

	Esmark






	US$6.00

	First National Bank of Boston



	US$5.90

	Firestone Tire & Rubber




	US$8.30

	Freeport Minerals





	US$33.00

	Ford Motor






	US$.20

	F.W. Woolworth





	US$9.20

	General Dynamics





	US$10.40

	General Electric





	US$5.90

	General Motors





	US$7.70

	Goodyear Tire & Rubber




	US$5.10

	ITT (1)







	US$130.70

	International Harvester




	US$8.30

	International Paper





	US$1.10

	King Ranch






	US$1.70

	Libby, McNeil & Libby




	US$5.70

	Lone Star Industries





	US$24.90

	Moa Bay Mining (now Freeport McMoRan)


	US$88.30

	Navistar






	US$8.30

	Owens Illinois






	US$8.10

	Pepsi Cola Metro Bottling




	US$1.60

	PepsiCo






	US$.20

	Proctor & Gamble





	US$5.00

	Reynolds Metals





	US$3.40

	Sears Roebuck & Company




	US$3.70

	Sherwin Williams





	US$3.40

	Bristol-Myers Squibb





	US$1.50

	Standard Brands





	US$1.40

	Standard Oil (now Exxon)




	US$71.60

	Sterling Drug






	US$1.30

	Texaco







	US$50.10

	Texaco (Latin America)




	US$5.10

	United Brands






	US$85.10

	U.S. Rubber (now Uniroyal)




	US$9.50

	Warner-Lambert





	US$1.60

	Willson International





	US$.20

	(1) ITT used a provision of the Libertad Act to arrange a private settlement with The Netherlands-based Telecom Italia International N.V. (formerly Stet International Netherlands N.V.), a subsidiary of Milan, Italy-based Telecom Italia S.p.A. (2003 revenues approximately US$37 billion) has a 27% shareholding, as of December 2003.  Prior to December 2003, Telecom Italia International N.V. held a 29.29% shareholding.


A United States-based company which has a claim certified by the USFCSC may settle the claim and may travel to the Republic of Cuba to inspect the status of the claim.  The Libertad Act does not deviate from international law in permitting the resolution of investor disputes, including expropriations, between corporations and sovereign governments, such as the government of the Republic of Cuba.  In addition, a United States-based company which does not have a claim certified by the USFCSC may obtain the rights to a claim from a United States-based company with a claim certified by the USFCSC.

	The Libertad Act does not restrict the type of claim settlement agreement which may be offered by the government of the Republic of Cuba and accepted by a United States-based company.  Suggestions for types of claim settlement agreements, which could be assignable to others, from representatives of United States-based companies have included:  1) Cash payments 2) Bonds 3) Debt equity swaps 4) Import duty waivers and 5) Tax holidays.


The Libertad Act authorizes any individual subject to United States law with a claim certified by the USFCSC, to negotiate an agreement (payment, equity, etc.) to fully resolve or partially resolve with third parties (including Republic of Cuba government-operated entities) who are using assets within the Republic of Cuba upon which there is claim certified by the USFCSC.  A United States-based company or individual subject to United States law may obtain (transfer, purchase, etc.) a claim from another party and then enter into an agreement with a third-country entity to resolve the claim so as to provide one-time value or a continuing value from the resolution of the claim.   

	In July 1997, then New York City, New York-based ITT Corporation and then-STET International Netherlands N.V. signed an agreement whereby STET International Netherlands N.V. would pay approximately US$25 million to ITT Corporation for a ten-year right (after which the agreement may be renewed) to use assets (telephone facilities and telephone equipment) within the Republic of Cuba upon which ITT Corporation has a claim valued at US$130.7 million certified by the USFCSC.  Rome, Italy-based Telecom Italia S.p.A., then a subsidiary of Ivrea, Italy-based Olivetti S.p.A. and Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Nacional de Telecomunicaciones de Cuba S.A. (ETEC S.A.) were shareholders in a joint venture which is controlled by the Ministry of Information and Communications of the Republic of Cuba.  

	New York City, New York-based Citibank N.A., a subsidiary of New York City, New York-based Citigroup Inc. (2003 assets exceeded US$1 trillion) is a substantial shareholder in New Orleans, Louisiana-based Cuban American Nickel which has a claim certified by the USFCSC in the amount of US$88.30 million.  [Separately, Citigroup has a claim certified by the USFCSC in the amount of US$6.20 million].  Havana, Republic of Cuba-based Moa Bay Mining, a subsidiary of Cuban American Nickel, had obtained a loan in 1957 to finance development in Holguin Province, Republic of Cuba, and in the United States (State of Louisiana).  In 1961, the assets of Moa Bay Mining within the Republic of Cuba were nationalized by the government of the Republic of Cuba.  A predecessor company (Freeport Sulfur) then-affiliated with New Orleans, Louisiana-based Freeport-McMoRan Cooper & Gold, Inc. (2003 revenues exceeded US$1 billion), distributed assets to settle outstanding debt, including the debt of Cuban American Nickel.  The principal asset of Cuban American Nickel is the US$88.30 million claim against the government of the Republic of Cuba.  Other shareholders in Cuban American Nickel include: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania-based Mellon Bank, N.A., a subsidiary of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania-based Mellon Financial Corporation (2003 assets exceeded US$657 billion); Buffalo, New York-based HSBC Bank USA (formerly Marine Midland Bank), a subsidiary of London, United Kingdom-based HSBC Holdings plc (2003 assets exceeded US$1 trillion); Wilmington, Delaware-based Bankers Trust, a subsidiary of Frankfurt, Germany-based Deutsche Bank AG; and three Louisiana-based banks.  The United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., not acting at the request of the shareholders of Cuban American Nickel, sanctioned Toronto, Canada-based Sherritt International Corporation (2003 revenues approximately US$590 million) under provisions of the Libertad Act for “trafficking” in an asset upon which there was a claim certified by the USFCSC- nickel assets located in Moa, Holguin Province, Republic of Cuba.  Sherritt International Corporation has substantial investments within the Republic of Cuba in the nickel, oil, gas, and electricity generation sectors, and smaller investments in tourism, and agricultural sectors.  Reportedly, there were no material discussions to resolve the matter between representatives of Sherritt International Corporation, the shareholders of Cuban American Nickel, and officials of the United States Department of State.

	In 1999, then-Stamford, Connecticut-based Lone Star Industries, Inc. (1998 revenues US$347.1 million), received a license from the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., for representatives to visit the Republic of Cuba for the purpose of visiting a cement plant in Mariel, 20 kilometers west of the city of Havana.  This was one of several licenses issued, reportedly since 1992, by the OFAC to United States-based companies having a claim registered with the USFCSC for the purpose of authorizing representatives of the company to visit the Republic of Cuba to inspect the claim.  Lone Star Industries has a claim certified by the USFCSC in the amount of US$24.90 million.  Lone Star Industries Inc. (now Indianapolis, Indiana-based Buzzi Unichem USA) was acquired in 1999 by Wiesbaden, Germany-based Dykerhoff AG (2003 revenues of approximately US$2 billion).  Dykerhoff AG now has nominal control of the claim certified by the USFCSC by Lone Star Industries Inc.   


However, the policy by the OFAC regarding travel to the Republic of Cuba by certified claimants changed from 1997 to 1999.  On 27 January 1997, the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council wrote to the OFAC seeking the criteria for which the OFAC would grant a license to a United States-based company having a claim certified by the USFCSC authorizing representatives of the claimant to visit the Republic of Cuba to inspect the claim.  On 28 February 1997, the OFAC responded (CU-155302) “Travel for the purpose you have described does not fall into any categories in 515.560 [Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 515] for which a specific license may be issued.  After consultation with the Department of State, it has been determined that it would be inconsistent with current policy to authorize travel transactions by U.S. persons for the purpose described in your letter.”    
USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 6 May 2004 to 13 May 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

6 May 2004 To 13 May 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	81,000

metric tons
	56,000

metric tons
	301,100

metric tons
	84,200

metric tons
	100,000

metric tons

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	10,000

metric tons
	21,400

metric tons
	
	10,000

metric tons

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	5,000

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	130,000

metric tons
	110,000

metric tons
	338,900

metric tons
	177,900

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	35,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	103,400

metric tons
	58,400

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	80,000

metric tons
	96,400

metric tons
	97,900

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	23,000

metric tons
	29,900

metric tons
	44,600

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	5,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	
	87,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	18,900

metric tons
	
	88,700

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	2,800

running bales
	1,400

running bales
	3,600

running bales
	
	700

running bales

	Totals
	269,900 metric tons; 2,800 bales
	309,000 metric tons;1,400 bales
	984,800 metric tons;3,600 bales
	576,200

 metric tons
	110,000

metric tons;700 bales


BANCOMEXT OBTAINS COURT ORDER IN ITALY TO FREEZE CUBA GOVERNMENT ASSETS- Mexico City, Mexico-based Mexico government-operated Banco Nacional de Comercio Exterior S.N.L. (Bancomext) has confirmed that a civil court in Turin, Italy, has issued an order freezing approximately US$40 million of assets reportedly controlled by Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Nacional de Telecomunicaciones de Cuba S.A. (Etec S.A.), and Republic of Cuba government-operated Telefonica Antillanas S.A., a company whose only known business activity is to act as a shareholder of Etec S.A.  The civil lawsuit, initially filed in 2002 to recover approximately US$40 million, was filed in Italy as both companies are thought to have assets in Italy due to their relationships with Rome, Italy-based Telecom Italia S.p.A.  Bancomext continues to have an action pending before the Paris, France-based International Chamber of Commerce.  

	Etec S.A. is a joint venture controlled by the Ministry of Information and Communications of the Republic of Cuba within which Amsterdam, The Netherlands-based Telecom Italia International N.V. (formerly Stet International Netherlands N.V.), a subsidiary of Milan, Italy-based Telecom Italia S.p.A. (2003 revenues approximately US$37 billion) has a 27% shareholding, as of December 2003.  Prior to December 2003, Telecom Italia International N.V. held a 29.29% shareholding. 


On 30 April 2002, due to a political dispute with the government of Mexico, the government of the Republic of Cuba a) unilaterally annulled the signed loan guarantees b) ordered Etec S.A. and Telefonica Antillanas S.A. to cancel related agreements with Bancomext and c) reported the debt would now be guaranteed by the government of the Republic of Cuba.  Bancomext had negotiated the debt guarantees with the government of the Republic of Cuba for more than one year, with the goal of specifically avoiding the situation that occurred.  

	Governments, financial institutions, and non-Republic of Cuba-based companies that hold outstanding loans to the government of the Republic of Cuba and to Republic of Cuba government-operated companies, or are considering providing loans to the government of the Republic of Cuba or to Republic of Cuba government-operated companies, remain, as a result of the Bancomext matter and chronic foreign exchange shortages of the government of the Republic of Cuba, concerned about the validity of negotiated debt guarantees signed by Republic of Cuba government-operated financial institutions and Republic of Cuba government-operated companies- should a political dispute arise between their respective governments and the government of the Republic of Cuba.  


Representatives of Bancomext had discussed new guarantees with Republic of Cuba government-operated Banco Nacional de Cuba for approximately US$400 million in debt, and US$211 million in new trade credits provided to the government of the Republic of Cuba through 2006.  On 6 March 2002, the government of the Republic of Cuba and the government of Mexico signed an agreement to restructure approximately US$400 million in debt (commercial and government-to-government).  The agreement included mechanisms of payment and that the debt, plus US$211 million in new trade credits, would be guaranteed by profits from Etec S.A. and Telefonica Antillanas S.A.

	Bancomext reported that under the restructuring agreement the government of the Republic of Cuba would repay approximately US$400 million, plus unspecified interest, over a ten-year period.  Bancomext reported that the government of the Republic of Cuba had repaid US$36 million in debt in 2001 and US$27 million in interest in 2001 of US$416 million in total debt reported in 2001. Bancomext provided US$30 million in new trade credits to the Republic of Cuba, based upon a receipt of payments from the government of the Republic of Cuba; and, as payments were received from the government of the Republic of Cuba, additional credits could be provided by Bancomext.  


According to the 2003 Annual Report of Telecom Italia S.p.A., “In December 2003, Etec S.A. finalized the merger by absorption of two Cuban mobile operators, Cubacel and C-Com. As a result of the merger, Telecom Italia International’s equity interest, initially 29.29%, was reduced to 27% of the share capital of the new Etec S.A. (the sole integrated wireline and mobile telecommunications operator in Cuba).  Under the terms of the contracts, Etec S.A. obtained a new and broader license from the Cuban authorities which provides, inter alia, for an exclusive agreement on fixed and mobile telephone offerings up to 2019.  Etec S.A. will pay the sum of US$185.18 million for the license. Of that amount, US$35.9 million was already paid at the time of the closing and the remaining US$149.28 million will be paid within the following 12 months. Etec S.A.’s shareholders have agreed to fully finance their share of such extraordinary funding requirements through a series of capital increases. Telecom Italia International’s share of the financial commitment amounts to US$50 million, of which US$9.8 million was already paid during 2003.”

	Telecom Italia S.p.A. Reported Investment In ETEC S.A.

	Year
	Reported Shareholding
	Reported Investment Value
	Reported Share Capital

	2003
	27%
	US$392 million
	US$1,600,076,430.00

	2002
	29.29%
	US$467 million
	US$1,441,900,000.00

	2001
	29.29%
	US$484.2 million
	US$1,441,900,000.00

	2000
	29.29%
	US$422.33 million
	US$1.4 billion

	1999
	29.29%
	US$599 million
	US$1.4 billion

	1998
	29.29%
	US$599 million
	US$1.4 billion

	1997
	29.29%
	US$599 million
	US$1.4 billion

	1996
	29.29%
	US$599 million
	US$1.4 billion

	1995
	29.29%
	US$599 million
	US$1.4 billion


	“Purchases and sales commitments at the end of the year.  In particular, the purchases commitments refer to: commitment by Telecom Italia International (euro 32 million) to cover the residual debt of Etecsa Cuba for the payment of the new license to the Cuban government by subscribing to its share of the capital increases.”

	“On March 4, 2004, the Shareholders’ Meeting of the Cuban company voted a share capital increase, for US$23.8 million, through the issue of 165 new shares of par value US$144,190.00 each. This is one of the share capital increases planned by Etec S.A. to cover the financial requirements associated with the payment of the new concession to operate fixed and mobile telephone services issued to the company by the Cuban authorities.  Telecom Italia International proportionally subscribed to its share of the capital increase for US$6.3 million in exchange for 44 new shares.” 

	According to the 1st Quarter Report of Telecom Italia S.p.A., “Financial investments in the first quarter of 2004 were in reference to investments in equity interests, particularly the planned investments in the share capital of Etec S.A. (Eur5 million).


GOVERNMENT OF CUBA EXPECTED TO INCREASE PRICES AT U.S. DOLLAR RETAIL STORES- The government of the Republic of Cuba is expected to increase prices on selected products sold at Republic of Cuba government-operated U.S. Dollar retail stores.  The Ministry of Internal Trade of the Republic of Cuba reported the following information:

	Product
	Expected Price Increase

	Baby Food
	10%

	Soup
	10%

	Cereal
	10%

	Pasta
	10%

	Meat
	10%

	Cooking Oil
	10%

	Dried Fruit
	15%

	Olives
	15%

	Condiments
	15%

	Film
	15%

	Office Supplies
	15%

	Laundry Detergent 
	12% to 20%

	Hand Soap
	US$.20 to US$.80 (as US$.15 to US$.70)

	Clothing, Shoes
	10% to 15%

	Electrical Goods
	10% to 15%

	Bicycles
	15%

	Toys
	15%

	Furniture
	10% to 15%

	Building Materials
	10% to 15%

	Deodorant, Shampoo, Shaving Cream
	10%

	Leather Goods
	20%

	Cigarettes (imported)
	20%

	Alcoholic Beverages
	25%

	Handicrafts
	30%

	Souvenirs
	30%


On 10 May 2004, the government of the Republic of Cuba issued the following statement: “Until further notice, sales are suspended in stores offering products in hard currency, with the exception of foodstuffs, cleaning and personal hygiene items.”
	The following are portions of a fact sheet from the Commission for Assistance to a Free Cuba as presented to The Honorable George W. Bush, President of the United States of America on 6 May 2004.  President Bush stated that the following recommendations would be implemented; and the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury is expected to announce interim final regulations on 1 June 2004.

	Eliminate abuses of educational travel programs through tighter regulations; Counter the regime's manipulation of our humanitarian policies by: 

Limiting recipients of remittances and gift parcels to immediate family members, while denying remittances and gift parcels to certain Cuban officials and Communist Party members; Stepping up law enforcement and sting operations against "mule" networks and others who illegally carry money; Limiting family visits to Cuba to one trip every three years under a specific license to visit immediate family (grandparents, grandchildren, parents, siblings, spouses, and children) (new arrivals from Cuba would be eligible to apply for a license 3 years after leaving Cuba); and Reducing the authorized per diem amount for a family visit (the authorized amount allowed for food and lodging expenses for travel in Cuba) from $164 per day to $50 per day (8 times a Cuban national's likely earnings in a 14-day visit). 

Neutralize Cuban government front companies by establishing a Cuban Asset Targeting Group made up of law enforcement authorities to investigate and identify new ways hard currency moves in and out of Cuba; 

NOTE: While President Bush did not mention a change to the US$100.00 limit on Republic of Cuba-products for personal use when accompanying an individual subject to United States law having visited the Republic of Cuba under a license issued by the OFAC, there are indications that the US$100.00 limit will be eliminated.  Whether United States government representatives (United States Department of State, United States Congress, etc.) will be included in this change in policy is not certain, as they have previously exempted themselves from compliance.


The government of the Republic of Cuba is presenting (both domestically and internationally) that the increase in prices for food products (imported and domestically produced) is solely a result of the expected impact of the 6 May 2004 announcement by President Bush, not a result of existing commercial and economic models maintained by the government of the Republic of Cuba.  A primary goal of the government of the Republic of Cuba is to link any decrease in imports of food products and, perhaps, agricultural products, from the United States under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose, will decrease.  The expected result would be a galvanization of interests by United States-based companies and some Members of the United States Congress to oppose the 6 May 2004 recommendations, noting that the result is harm to United States exports to the Republic of Cuba.  In 2002, 2003, and thus far in 2004, approximately 5% of TSRA-authorized exports to the Republic of Cuba are food products resold at Republic of Cuba government-operated U.S. Dollar retail stores and in food service (restaurants, hotels, etc.).  The Republic of Cuba ranks 17th amongst agricultural export markets thus far in 2004; the Republic of Cuba ranked 35th for the calendar year 2003 and 50th for the calendar year 2002.   
	The continuing fluctuation of oil prices, and the chronic shortage of foreign exchange due to the impact of selected commercial and economic models by the government of the Republic of Cuba, impacts negatively upon the ability to generate foreign exchange.  With the government of the Republic of Cuba not identifying, at this time, a basis for altering existing commercial and economic models, an increase in prices at Republic of Cuba government-operated U.S. Dollar retails stores is sensible, as the government of the Republic of Cuba maintains that fluctuation in prices will not result in a meaningful decrease on gross revenues from the retail stores, as consumers have no other (legal) means to obtain certain products.


HOTEL NACIONAL DE CUBA RANKS AHEAD OF HOTEL RITZ IN PARIS IN SURVEY- According to Granma, a newspaper under the auspice of the Communist Party of the Republic of Cuba, Madrid, Spain-based elmundoviajes.com, a travel-related Internet site, has ranked Republic of Cuba government-operated Hotel Nacional de Cuba, managed by Republic of Cuba government-operated Gran Caribe S.A., as the “Best Hotel in the World” in the 4th survey by elmundoviajes.com, within which 197 properties received at least one vote; in 2003, Hotel Nacional de Cuba ranked 3rd.  According to the survey, the Paris, France-based Ritz Paris hotel ranked 3rd.

	When contacted for comment, a representative of Ritz Paris said, “This survey is a joke, correct?”


SIGNATURE VACATIONS OF CANADA OFFERS ONE WEEK, ALL INCLUSIVE IN CUBA FOR US$508.33- On 22 May 2004, Toronto, Canada-based The Globe and Mail newspaper reported that Toronto, Canada-based Signature Vacations (a wholly-owned subsidiary of Toronto, Canada-based Signature Group, 2003 revenues US$4 billion) was offering a seven-day all-inclusive package in the Republic of Cuba for CA$698.00 (approximately US$508.33).  Since 1990, the Republic of Cuba has remained primarily a destination for low demographic, price-sensitive visitors- which encompasses a majority of the global tourism market.

	DEALS

The week's best bargains

By Patrick Dineen

All-inclusive Cuba: Signature Vacations has put a range of all-inclusive resorts in eastern Cuba on sale from $698 a person for a week, including airfare from Toronto. That's for a stay at the three-star Club Amigo Guardalavaca Village in Holguin, one of the newer hotels in the area, and where vacationers can sample six restaurants and eight bars including a swim-up bar. Included activities feature non-motorized water sports, an introductory scuba lesson, supervised activities for children aged 2 to 12 and four swimming pools. Up to two kids aged 2 to 6 stay free when sharing rooms with their parents. The special rate applies to Signature's departures on Sunday, June 6, 14 and 21.  For more information, visit signaturevacations.com/holguin.


GOVERNMENT OF THE U.K. ISSUES NEW TRAVEL ADVISORY FOR CUBA- On 13 May 2004, 19 May 2003, 2 May 2003, 24 April 2003, 10 April 2003, and 8 April 2003, the Consular Division of the Foreign & Commonwealth Office of the United Kingdom issued “Country Advice” for the Republic of Cuba, which is generally updated semi-annually.  The new updates (13 May 2004) are above the old update (19 May 2003):

NEW: Be alert to crime. Bring some American Dollars in cash and the rest in travellers cheques drawn on UK banks. Travellers cheques and credit cards drawn on American banks, such as MBNA, are not accepted. You should be aware of the risk of indiscriminate attacks by terrorists in public places, including tourist sites, throughout the world. But, most visits to Cuba are trouble-free.

	SUMMARY: Most visits to Cuba are trouble free. But be alert to petty crime. Bring some [changed from “mostly” on 8 April 2003].  US Dollars in cash but the balance of funds in travellers cheques drawn on UK banks; travellers cheques/ credit cards drawn on US banks are not accepted. Travellers have experienced difficulties using Abbey National, Capital One and MBNA Credit Cards [added on 10 April 2003].  The threat from terrorism is low, but see below.


NEW: The last recorded terrorist incidents in Cuba were in 1997. The Cuban authorities say they arrested Miami-based terrorists entering Cuba with intent to attack tourist sites in early 2001. You should therefore be particularly vigilant in public vigilant in public places, including tourist sites.

	SAFETY AND SECURITY- Terrorism: There was a series of small bomb attacks on tourist sites in Cuba in 1997, apparently sponsored by exile Cuban extremists trying to disrupt the tourist industry. The self-confessed perpetrators were tried and convicted. There have been no further terrorist incidents and we have seen no evidence of a threat from global terrorism in Cuba. Nonetheless, UK nationals should be aware of the risk of indiscriminate attacks, in all countries of the world, against civilian targets in public places, including tourist sites.


NEW: Crime is on the increase. Theft from luggage during baggage handling, both on arrival and departure, is common. We recommend that you remove all valuables, lock suitcases and have them shrink-wrapped before check-in.
NEW: There are a small number of bogus tour agents/taxis operating at the airports and around old Havana. You should not travel with anyone other than your recognised tour operator. If you need to take a taxi, ensure it is a registered one and not a private vehicle. There have been a number of attempted robberies from vehicles on the Havana airport road; keep doors and boots locked and do not stop other than at traffic lights. Car-related crime around the island is increasing and we are getting increasing reports of muggings from eg Santiago. There have been recent attacks on foreigners after staged punctures and by bogus hitchhikers. Do not pick people up; if you get a puncture in a lonely spot, drive on several kilometres preferably to a town, before stopping.

NEW: Beware of pickpockets, and bag-snatchers, especially in the area of Old Havana, on buses/trains, at major tourist sites and in nightclubs. Don’t carry large amounts of cash when away from your hotel; avoid wearing ostentatious/expensive jewellery; leave travellers' cheques, credit cards, passports and other important documents in a safe deposit or similar at your hotel. If you pick up hitchhikers, ensure you have no valuables or important documentation temptingly within reach.

NEW: We strongly recommend that you carry a copy of your passport and not the original, which should be locked away with other valuables. Beware of thefts from rooms, particularly in private guesthouses (‘casas particulares’). Avoid inviting strangers back to your room.

NEW: There were attempts in 2003 to leave the country by hijacking internal passenger transport. The Cuban Authorities are known to restrict the amount of fuel on aircraft on internal flights to prevent such incidents. There were fatal air and rail crashes in Cuba involving tourists (one each) in 2002; taken with concerns about standards of maintenance of public transport we recommend against internal air travel unless on flights recommended and operated on behalf of recognised international tour operators.
NEW: Driving and vehicle standards are variable and roads are poorly lit and signposted. Beware of cyclists, potholes and cars that stop without warning to pick up hitchhikers. The Cuban police are cracking down on drink driving; beware of the effects of sun and rum. If you have a traffic accident where someone is killed or injured, the police investigation may take several months during which time the driver will normally not be allowed to leave Cuba. There is no guarantee that criminal compensation payments will be made. If convicted of killing someone in a road traffic accident the standard tariff is at least 2 years in jail. You should avoid driving by night; animals, unlit vehicles and other hazards are a real danger. If the worst happens and you do have a serious accident you should contact the Embassy as soon as possible.  In view of the serious accidents that have involved tourists, you should not use mopeds for travel around Cuba.

NEW: Following condemnation by EU governments of the crackdown on peaceful political opposition in Cuba, relations with the European Union are currently cool. The Cuban authorities organised a peaceful demonstration of 1 million people against the Spanish and Italian Embassies on 12 June 2003; the UK has also been criticised. But the Cuban authorities have said they will continue to welcome European tourists, and there has been no hostility shown to individual European visitors.

	SAFETY AND SECURITY- Crime: Cuba has some of the lowest crime statistics in the Americas. But theft from luggage during baggage handling, both on arrival and departure, is common. We recommend that you remove all valuables, lock suitcases and have them shrink-wrapped before check-in.  There are a small number of bogus tour agents/taxis operating at the airports and around old Havana. You should not travel with anyone other than your recognised tour operator. If you need to take a taxi, ensure it is a registered one and not a private vehicle.  Beware of pickpockets, and bag-snatchers, especially in the area of Old Havana, on buses/trains, at major tourist sites and in night-clubs. Don’t carry large amounts of cash when away from your hotel; avoid wearing ostentatious/expensive jewellery; leave travellers' cheques, credit cards, passports and other important documents in a safe deposit or similar at your hotel. If you pick up hitchhikers, ensure you have no valuables or important documentation temptingly within reach.  We strongly recommend that you carry a copy of your passport and not the original, which should be locked away with other valuables. Beware of thefts from rooms, particularly in private guesthouses (‘casas particulares’). Avoid inviting strangers back to your room.  In early 2003 following a clampdown on crime and small-scale private business and the arrest and trial of over 75 dissidents, there has been an increase in attempts to leave the country by hijacking internal passenger transport (see local travel).


	SAFETY AND SECURITY- Local Travel: Two internal passenger flights were hijacked on 19 and 31 March and a harbour ferry on 2 April. The Cuban Authorities are known to restrict the amount of fuel on aircraft on internal flights to prevent such incidents. Also there were fatal air and rail crashes in Cuba (one each) in 2002; taken with concern about standards of maintenance of public transport and in line with the major tour operators [added on 10 April 2003 and removed on 2 May 2003], we recommend that you do not fly on aircraft used for internal connections.  Driving and vehicle standards are variable and roads are poorly lit and signposted. Beware of cyclists, potholes and cars that stop without warning to pick up hitchhikers. The Cuban police are cracking down on drink driving; beware of the effects of sun and rum. If you have a traffic accident where someone is killed or injured, the police investigation may take several months during which time the driver will normally not be allowed to leave Cuba. There is no guarantee that criminal compensation payments will be made. If convicted of killing someone in a road traffic accident the standard tariff is at least 2 years in jail. You should avoid driving by night; animals, unlit vehicles and other hazards are a real danger. If the worst happens and you do have a serious accident you should contact the Embassy as soon as possible.  In view of the serious accidents that have involved tourists, you should not use mopeds for travel around Cuba.


	LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS: Cuba is increasingly being used as a transit country for drugs destined for Europe. Cuban law allows for the death penalty and courts are handing out very severe penalties (in excess of twenty years) for all drugs related offences. Pack all your luggage yourself and don’t carry any items that do not belong to you. If you need regular medication contact the Cuban Embassy in London before travelling and get a letter clearing entry for private prescription medicines, especially insulin syringes:  Embassy of the Republic of Cuba, 167 High Holborn, London WC1 6PA, Tel: 020 7240 2488, Email: oficome@cubaldn.com

	A foot-and-mouth related ban on importation of all meat, cheese and dairy products from the United Kingdom (and some EU countries) is still in force and will continue until further notice. The import of fruit is normally banned too. Passengers arriving in Cuba with any of the above will have their goods confiscated and destroyed on arrival.

	Ensure your luggage does not contain any items that could be considered offensive as these may be confiscated on arrival. Electrical items with heavy power consumption such as travel irons and kettles may also be confiscated and returned upon departure.

	Avoid military zones and other restricted areas that are not always well sign-posted. Be particularly careful when taking photographs or video film.

	The Cuban Authorities take a serious view of any breach of their immigration rules. Recent tightening of controls appears to mean that those who overstay are detained by Immigration on departure and held in custody until reports are received on their activities whilst in the country.


	ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: British citizens require a visa to enter Cuba. For further information on entry requirements, visitors are advised to check with the Cuban Embassy in London.  Dual nationals must contact the Cuban Embassy in London (see above) for advice on entry requirements before travelling.


NEW: Foreign visitors undergoing medical treatment in Cuba are expected to pay in hard currency; a basic hospital stay can cost as much as 300 US Dollars per day plus medical expenses. All visitors to Cuba should have adequate travel and medical insurance; hospitals sometimes ask to see proof of ability to pay before treatment and patients are not normally released until payment has been made.

	HEALTH: Many medicines are unavailable in Cuba so you should bring any prescription drugs you take regularly. A copy of the prescription and a letter from your doctor explaining your condition can be helpful at customs.  Though most of the more serious tropical diseases are rare in Cuba, viral meningitis and dengue fever do occasionally break out, including in urban areas like Havana. Hepatitis A is common, particularly in the summer and immunoglobulin is not readily available. For dengue, the best advice is to use mosquito repellent and suitable clothing to avoid being bitten.  Medical treatment in Cuba is expensive and a basic hospital stay can cost as much as 300 US Dollars per day plus medical expenses. All visitors to Cuba should have adequate travel and medical insurance; hospitals sometimes ask to see proof of ability to pay before treatment.  The high prevalence of the HIV/AIDS virus is less acute than in other parts of the Caribbean, nonetheless travellers should continue to take sensible precautions to avoid exposure to it.


	HURRICANES: The hurricane season in Cuba runs from June - November, with those affecting Cuba often hitting late in the season. Cuban civil defence preparations are well organised and the safety of foreign visitors in the major tourism centres is a high priority. Independent travellers should keep an eye out for hurricane advisories during the season.

	GENERAL: There is a 25 US Dollars departure tax (per person) to be paid on departure from Cuba.  Travellers cheques and/or credit cards drawn on US banks are NOT accepted in Cuba. This includes American Express credit cards and American Express "Golden Gift" travel cheques. However, regular American Express travellers' cheques, can be cashed normally. There are virtually no cash-points for drawing cash against Cirrus or Switch cards.  Baby food, disposable nappies etc are patchily available in Havana and normally unavailable in the rest of Cuba; if you are bringing a baby it is best to come self-sufficient.  Keep a copy of the photo page of your passport in case your documents are stolen.


GOVERNMENT OF CUBA ANNOUNCES NEW U.S. DOLLAR RETAIL STORE REGULATIONS- On 10 May 2004, the government of the Republic of Cuba reported that there would be changes to available inventories at Republic of Cuba government-operated U.S. Dollar retail stores.  The following statement was published in Granma, a newspaper under the auspice of the Communist Party of the Republic of Cuba.

	OFFICIAL NOTE
Cuba announces measures in response to aggressive actions by the Bush administration

THE brutal and cruel measures that the government of the United States has just adopted against Cuba, in addition to a harsh blockade in place for 45 years, are directly aimed at strangling our development and reducing to a minimum hard-currency resources essentially necessary for providing food, educational and medical services and other crucial items that our population requires.  The Revolution, supported by its long experience, its equanimity, and the solid unity and elevated level of its people’s political culture, is to respond immediately with the following measures.  Until further notice, sales are suspended in stores offering products in hard currency, with the exception of foodstuffs, cleaning and personal hygiene items. Top priority will be guaranteed for all those goods and services received by the population in its entirety, without privileges of any kind.

Prices will not change in the least for the regulated and subsidized goods allocated to the population.  Public health programs underway will not be affected in any way.  Education projects that are underway will not be changed nor hindered in the least, including the snacks and meals for students, which will continue being extended.  As an essential part of the quality of life of our people, culture will continue its current exceptional development, and the formation of a general integral culture for all citizens will not be stopped for one second.  The programs for universalizing higher education will continue moving forward to reach every corner of the country.

Unemployment will remain at under 2.5% of the active working population.  The exchange bureaus within the Cuban banking system (CADECAS) will continue to function with their habitual responsibility and efficiency.  The current exchange rates for the Cuban peso, the convertible peso and the dollar will remain unchanged.  All funds in Cuban pesos, convertible pesos and dollars deposited in banks by citizens and their corresponding interests, will be absolutely guaranteed.  

The farmers’ markets where campesinos offer their products on a demand and supply basis, and the state-run agricultural markets will continue to function under the established regulations.  In the mining sector, production of nickel and cobalt is to be increased, as are oil and gas exploration in locations most researched and secure, with the application of new extraction techniques, until self-sufficiency is attained.

In terms of economic investment, the guiding principle is to be one of total priority for the most rapid returns and largest immediate benefits.   In agriculture, priorities are to be export lines and the orderly production of food, with an increased utilization of working animals, lower costs for imported supplies and less spending on fuel.  The rational and optimal use of land liberated from cane cultivation with the restructuring of the sugar industry.  

For its part, the population and all production and service enterprises should make a maximum effort in producing all possible goods and services with quality and savings in resources.  If the adopted measures are not sufficient to confront the obstacles, further ones that may prove necessary will be adopted, always on the principle that the population’s essential requirements are prioritized.

The brutality of the measures adopted by the U.S. government will unfortunately raise prices in the chains of stores operating in convertible currency and in fuel supply centers, while in no way will they be able to compensate for the current extremely high prices of foodstuffs and their transport on the world market, or the almost inaccessible cost of oil.  Under any circumstance, the country will mobilize the additional resources needed to confront this aggression with minimal sacrifice on the part of the population.

At times like this, the political sphere attains its maximum importance. The fundamental task is to continue perfecting the tactics, techniques, methods and principles of the war of all the people, and to continue raising the revolutionary, patriotic and socialist consciousness of our invincible people.  Days of work and sacrifice await us, but also days of glory and victory for our heroic homeland.


GOVERNMENT OF CUBA MEMORANDUM TO ALL U.S. DOLLAR RETAIL STORES- On 11 May 2004, the presidents of Republic of Cuba government-operated Corporacion Cimex, Republic of Cuba government-operated Cubalse, and Republic of Cuba government-operated TRD (under the auspice of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of the Republic of Cuba), issued the following memorandum describing which products were prohibited and which products were authorized to be sold to consumers:

	Ciudad de la Habana

Mayo 11 de 2004

DIRECTIVA ESPECIAL No. 1
A: Gerentes Generales, Administradores y Responsables máximos de los Establecimientos de Comercio Minorista en divisas.
ASUNTO: Precisiones sobre los artículos autorizados a vender en la Actividad de Comercio Minorista en divisas ( Incluye Centros Gastronómicos, Servicentros y unidades Fotográficas y de Video )

Compañeros:

Teniendo en cuenta la decisión de:


Cerrar las ventas hasta nuevo aviso, en las tiendas de recaudación de divisas a partir del 11 de mayo con la excepción de alimentos, productos de aseo e higiene personal que se continuaran vendiendo a los precios actuales.

Se precisa que en el aseo o higiene personal se venderán solamente:

· Detergentes de todos los tipos.

· Jabones de lavar y de tocador

· Shampoo y acondicionador

· Desodorantes ( todos )

· Pasta de dientes ( todas )

· Talcos , aceites y cremas para bebé.

· Cuchillas de afeitar

· Frazadas de piso

· Almohadillas sanitarias

· Culeros desechables ( todos )

· Papel higiénico

En los alimentos se considera incluir:

· Refrescos

· Jugos  ( todos )

· Aguas

· Maltas

· Confituras  ( todas )

En las actividades Gastronómicas incluyendo las Sodas se mantienen las ventas como hasta el momento.
En el caso de los Servicentros exclusivamente se podrán vender además de los combustibles.

· Lubricantes

· Líquido de freno y aditivos

· Accesorios

· Piezas de repuesto

· Neumáticos y cámaras

· Baterías

· Demás productos de aseo y alimentos autorizados.

Las tiendas de los aeropuertos conocidas como Duty Free ( Fuera de frontera ) venderán como hasta el presente.

Fraternalmente,

EDUARDO BENCOMO                   REIDAL RONCOURT                    ALEXIS MEJIAS

POR CIMEX                                    POR CUBALSE                             POR TRD


U.N. AMBASSADOR REPORTS NEW U.S. DOLLAR RETAIL STORE POLICIES COULD LAST “DAYS”- On 12 May 2004, H.E. Orlando Requeijo, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Cuba to the United Nations in New York City, New York, reported that the policies announced by the government of the Republic of Cuba on 10 May 2004 could be altered or reversed “in a matter of days” or “in a couple of weeks” or “as soon as possible.”  

	On 10 May 2004, the government of the Republic of Cuba issued the following statement: “Until further notice, sales are suspended in stores offering products in hard currency, with the exception of foodstuffs, cleaning and personal hygiene items.”


US$60.4 MILLION IN MARCH 2004 SETS RECORD FOR TSRA EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of March 2004 was US$60,749,515.00, of which US$60,459,205.00 consisted of agricultural products and food products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  Exports to the Republic of Cuba in March 2004 were the largest in the 28 months of reported TSRA exports to the Republic of Cuba; the previous record month was US$36,785,979.00, reported in November 2003.

	In June 2002, Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million (actual US$138,634,784.00) and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million (actual US$256,901,471.00).  Representatives of Alimport have projected that TSRA purchases in 2004 will be approximately US$320 million.


The government of the Republic of Cuba imported (not including transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees) from throughout the world, including from the United States, approximately US$553,030,268 in agricultural products and food products in 2002, compared with approximately US$532,010,554.00 in 2001, and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  NOTE: Inclusion of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees, and continually presenting multi-year cumulative values and expected purchases in data is misleading, as the actual cost of goods sold, on a year-by-year basis, remains the meaningful value to be disseminated.  Transportation costs, when detailed, are important when considering the overall economic impact of exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, but should not be added to the value of products, as the result is an inflated value for products.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, among other products as “agricultural products.”  

	The United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, as agricultural products.   

	The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and all agricultural products in calculating TSRA-authorized exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2003
	2004
	% Change
	2003
	2004
	% Change

	January
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%

	February
	US$9,036,856.00
	US$28,025,200.00
	+210.12%
	US$25,876,117.00
	US$57,156,611.00
	+120.89%

	March
	US$17,463,552.00
	US$59,098,113.00
	+238.41
	US$43,339,669.00
	US$116,254,724.00
	+168.24


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the TSRA was reported in December 2001.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2004-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	January 2004
	US$30,280,169.00
	29th (of 202)

	February 2004
	US$27,621,918.00
	36th (of 214)

	March  2004
	US$60,459,205.00
	17th (of 218)

	      Sub-Total 2004
	US$118,361,292.00
	21st (of 214)

	     Total 2003
	US$317,360,676.00
	35th  (of 219)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$518,216,453.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs.  NOTE: There were value changes to poultry (chicken) data from January 2004; however, the corrected values are included below.  

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	March  2004
	Year-To-Date

	0207120040
	Chickens, nesoi, not cut in pieces, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$94,691.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$189,803.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$2,036,087.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$18,902,302.00
	US$24,420,144.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$261,380.00

	0207140050
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$1,056,103.00

	0207270090
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$429,168.00

	0209000000
	Pig & poultry fat frsh chld frzn salted dried smkd
	Savannah, GA
	US$6,668.00
	US$6,668.00

	0402100000
	Mlk & crm cntd w/n swt powdr gran/slds nov1.5% fat
	Mobile, AL
	US$878,750.00
	US$1,265,400.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL*
	US$69,854.00
	US$149,518.00

	0406901000
	Cheese, cheddar, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$44,961.00

	0713104040
	Yellow peas, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,572,773.00
	US$1,572,773.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$15,531.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,434,000.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Houston, TX
	
	US$1,365,000.00

	0806200000
	Grapes, dried (including raisins)
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$24,343.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$165,032.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL
	US$19,669.00
	US$19,669.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$25,109.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed, nesoi
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$989,846.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	Houston, TX
	
	US$3,257,335.00

	1005902020
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 1, except seed
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$3,050,424.00
	US$3,050,424.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 2 except seed 
	New Orleans, LA
	US$3,114,714.00
	US$3,742,594.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$7,784,810.00

	1006301020
	Rice, semi or wholly milled, parboiled, long grain
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$2,155,051.00
	US$2,155,051.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL
	US$7,961.00
	US$25,325.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	US$12,220,414.00
	US$21,108,397.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$4,674,460.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$5,086,125.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$6,429,075.00
	US$6,429,075.00

	1208100000
	Flours and meals of soybeans
	New Orleans, LA
	US$10,181,820.00
	US$14,434,682.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,644,100.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,238,000.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,676,000.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/fryn fats wholly Vegtlb oils edbl artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$6,375.00

	1604206000
	Fish, prepared or preserved, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$22,311.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	US$14,000.00
	US$14,000.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$8,818.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$88,394.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$99,088.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$117,104.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$28,175.00

	208111000
	Peanut butter
	Miami, FL**
	US$6,493.00
	US$6,493.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL**
	US$6,124.00
	US$18,875.00

	2103909090
	Sauces and preparations therefore, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	US$4,240.00
	US$4,240.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	New York, NY***
	US$127,026.00
	US$361,931.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$51,558.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, nesoi, canned
	Tampa, FL
	US$60,577.00
	US$60,577.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,120.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$30,816.00

	22-4214000
	Grape wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs 2l or less
	Mobile, AL*
	US$52,509.00
	US$52,509.00

	2309901010
	Pet food put up for retail sale ex dog & cat food
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$12,994.00

	3100000000
	Fertilizers a fert materials
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$1,080,750.00
	US$1,080,750.00

	3504001000
	Protein solids
	Norfolk, VA
	US$91,476.00
	US$91,476.00

	3505100040
	Modified starches derived from corn (maize) starch
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$11,780.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$532,259.00

	4407100046
	Pitch pine etc lumber, n/trtd rough, ex finger-joint
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$44,062.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$75,327.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$44,310.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Tampa, FL
	US$232,143.00
	US$804,580.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Mobile, AL*
	US$11,479.00
	US$11,479.00

	4802575055
	Ppr/pbrd unctd nov 10% mech nesoi 40-150g/m2 sheet
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$479,000.00

	4811592000
	Prnting paper, not blechd wt <15x36x15cm
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$25,309.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$126,193.00
	US$259,258.00

	6305330000
	Sack & bag for pkg good mmade mat polyethylene
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$36,720.00
	US$36,720.00

	8703240010
	Ambulances, hearses & prison vans >3,000 cc
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$8,500.00

	9209920000
	Pts & accessories for musical inst of heading 9202
	Miami, FL**
	US$3,270.00
	US$3,270.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$965,273.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$84,266.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$65,968.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Detroit, MI****
	
	US$25,000.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$82,494.00

	9802300000
	All wearing apparel, donated for relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,143.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$250,000.00
	US$422,390.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	US$37,040.00
	US$137,790.00

	9809005000
	Shipments under $20,001, not identified by kind
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$20,840.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$60,749,515.00
	US$116,581,247.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.  **While the reporting district is Miami, Florida, the shipping port does not include Miami, Florida, but does include Jacksonville, Florida.  ***The New York reporting district includes ports in New Jersey.**** The Detroit, Michigan reporting district means that the products were transported by ground to Canada and then to the Republic of Cuba.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2004 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2004

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$37,329.00

	9801001065
	Goods in heading 8703 returned after being exported
	Tampa, FL
	US$4,000.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$33,329.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN MARCH 2004- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in March 2004 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2004 March Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of March 2004 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Poultry (chicken)
	US$18,908,970.00
	31.27%

	2
	Rice
	US$14,383,426.00
	23.79%

	3
	Flour-Soybeans
	US$10,181,820.00
	16.84%

	4
	Soybeans
	US$6,429,075.00
	10.63%

	5
	Corn
	US$6,165,138.00
	10.19%

	6
	Yellow Peas
	US$1,572,773.00
	2.60%

	7
	Fertilizers
	US$1,080,750.00
	1.78%

	8
	Milk Powder
	US$878,750.00
	1.45%

	9
	Newsprint
	US$243,622.00
	.40%

	10
	Protein Concentrates
	US$127,026.00
	.21%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$60,271,350.00
	99.16%


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 29 April 2004 to 6 May 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

29 April 2004 To 6 May 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	81,000

metric tons
	51,000

metric tons
	301,100

metric tons
	84,200

metric tons
	100,000

metric tons

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	16,500

metric tons
	
	10,000

metric tons

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	5,000

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	130,000

metric tons
	110,000

metric tons
	338,900

metric tons
	177,900

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	35,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	103,400

metric tons
	58,400

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	80,000

metric tons
	96,400

metric tons
	97,900

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	23,000

metric tons
	29,900

metric tons
	44,600

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	5,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	
	87,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	18,900

metric tons
	
	88,700

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	2,800

running bales
	
	3,600

running bales
	
	700

running bales

	Totals
	274,900 metric tons; 2,800 bales
	299,000 metric ons;1,400 bales
	979,900 metric tons;3,600 bales
	576,200

 metric tons
	110,000

metric tons;700 bales


SENATORS LAUTENBERG AND FEINSTEIN INTRODUCE AMENDMENT TO THE IEECA- The Honorable Frank R. Lautenberg (D- New Jersey) and The Honorable Dianne Feinstein (D- California), both members of the United States Senate, have introduced an amendment to the International Emergency Economic Powers Act.  This amendment would not, on its face, seem to negatively impact the following 1994 ruling by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., relating to the Republic of Cuba; and the amendment was not introduced for the purpose of focusing upon the Republic of Cuba:

	On 4 March 1994 the OFAC issued an opinion to Mr. John S. Kavulich II, which stated that a U.S. business or individual subject to U.S. law may make a secondary market investment in a third-country business which has commercial dealings within the Republic of Cuba provided that the investment does not result in control-in-fact of the third-country business by the U.S. investor and the third-country company does not derive a majority of its revenues from business activity within the Republic of Cuba.  Secondary market investment that falls short of a controlling interest in such a business is not prohibited.


	AMENDMENT NO. __                                                                                          Calendar No. __

Purpose: To clarify the application of Presidential action under the International Emergency Economic Powers Act.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—108th Cong., 2d Sess.

S. 1637

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to comply with the World Trade Organization rulings on the FSC/ETI benefit in a manner that preserves jobs and production activities in the United States, to reform and simplify the international taxation rules of the United States, and for other purposes.  Referred to the Committee on _____________ and ordered to be printed; Ordered to lie on the table and to be printed.
AMENDMENT intended to be proposed by Mr. LAUTENBERG

Viz:

At the end, add the following:

TITLE IX—NON-REVENUE 
PROVISIONS 
SEC. 901. CLARIFICATION OF CERTAIN SANCTIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.— 

(1) CLARIFICATION OF CERTAIN ACTIONS UNDER IEEPA.—In any case in which the President takes action under the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) with respect to a foreign country, or persons dealing with or associated with that foreign government, as a result of a determination by the Secretary of State that the government has repeatedly provided support for acts of international terrorism, such action shall apply to a United States person or other person as defined in paragraph (2).

(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(A) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means an individual, partnership, corporation, or other form of association, including any government or agency thereof. 

(B) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term ‘‘United States person’’ means— 

(i) any resident or national (other than an individual resident outside the United States and employed by other than a United States person); and (ii) any domestic concern (including any permanent domestic establishment of any foreign concern) or any foreign subsidiary or affiliate (including any permanent foreign establishment) of any domestic concern, which is controlled in fact by such domestic concern. 

(C) CONTROLLED.—The term ‘‘is controlled’’ means—

(i) in the case of a corporation, holds at least 50 percent (by vote or value) of the capital structure of the corporation; and 

(ii) in the case of any other kind of legal entity, holds interests representing at least 50 percent of the capital structure of the entity. 

(b) APPLICABILITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which the President has taken action under the International Emergency Economic Powers Act and such action is in effect on the date of enactment of this Act, the provisions of subsection (a) shall not apply to a United States person (or other person) if such person divests or terminates its business with the government or person identified by such action within 90 days after the date of enactment of this Act. 

(2) ACTIONS AFTER DATE OF ENACTMENT.—In any case in which the President takes action under the International Emergency Economic Powers Act on or after the date of enactment of this Act, the provisions of subsection (a) shall not apply to a United States person (or other person) if such person divests or terminates its business with the government or person identified by such action within 90 days after the date of such action. 

SEC. 902. NOTIFICATION OF CONGRESS OF TERMINATION OF INVESTIGATION BY OFFICE OF FOREIGN ASSETS CONTROL. 

(a) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—The Office of Federal Procurement Policy Act (41 U.S.C. 403 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 42. NOTIFICATION OF CONGRESS OF TERMINATION OF INVESTIGATION BY OFFICE OF FOREIGN ASSETS CONTROL. 

‘‘The Director of the Office of Foreign Assets Control shall notify Congress upon the termination of any investigation by the Office of Foreign Assets Control of the Department of the Treasury if any sanction is imposed by the Director of such office as a result of the investigation.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections in section 1(b) of such Act is amended by adding at the end the following new item: ‘‘Sec. 42. Notification of Congress of termination of investigation by Office of Foreign Assets Control.’’.


PRESIDENT BUSH ANNOUNCES NEW ENFORCEMENT MEASURES FOR CUBA- On 6 May 2004, The Honorable George W. Bush, President of the United States of America, issued the following remarks subsequent to meeting with members of the Commission for Assistance to a Free Cuba at The White House:

	“Mr. Secretary [to The Honorable Colin Powell, Secretary of State of the United States], thank you for the report you've just given me. I've received a Commission for the Assistance of a Free Cuba, it's a report from a commission that I have put together in my administration to hasten the day that Cuba will be a free country.  We believe the people of Cuba should be free from tyranny. We believe the future of Cuba is a future of freedom. It's in our nation's interest that Cuba be free. It's in the neighborhood's interest that Cuba be free. More importantly, it's in the interest of the Cuban people that they be free from tyranny.  This strategy is a strategy that encourages the spending of money to help organizations to protect dissidents and to promote human rights. It is a strategy that encourages a clear voice of the truth being spoken to the Cuban people through radio and TV Marti. It is a strategy that will prevent the regime from exploiting hard currency of tourists and of remittances to Cubans to prop up their repressive regime. It is a strategy that says we're not waiting for the day of Cuban freedom, we are working for the day of freedom in Cuba.  The commissioners did good work. I appreciate it, Mr. Secretary. Thank you for coming.” 


FACT SHEET ON REPORT OF THE COMMISSION FOR ASSISTANCE TO A FREE CUBA- The following is a fact sheet from the Commission for Assistance to a Free Cuba as presented to The Honorable George W. Bush, President of the United States of America:

	The objectives of United States policy towards Cuba are clear: Bring an end to the ruthless and brutal dictatorship; Assist the Cuban people in a transition to representative democracy; and Assist the Cuban people in establishing a free market economy.   To achieve these objectives, the President created the Commission for Assistance to a Free Cuba with a mandate to identify: Additional measures to help the Cuban people bring to an end the dictatorship; and Elements of a plan for agile, effective, and decisive assistance to a post-dictatorship Cuba.   In response to the mandate to support the hastening of democratic change in Cuba, the Commission recommended an integrated approach which pairs a more robust and effective effort to support the opposition in Cuba with measures to limit the regime's cynical manipulation of humanitarian policies and to undermine its survival strategies. 

Immediate Actions: Hastening the End of the Cuban Dictatorship
The President has directed that up to $59 million over the next 2 years be committed to implementing key Commission recommendations including: Up to $36 million to carry out democracy-building activities, support for the family members of the political opposition, and to support efforts to help youth, women, and Afro-Cubans take their rightful place in the pro-democracy movement; Up to $18 million for regular airborne broadcasts to Cuba and the purchase of a dedicated airborne platform for the transmission of Radio and Television Mart into Cuba; and Provide $5 million for public diplomacy efforts to disseminate information abroad about U.S. foreign policy, including Castro's record of abusing human rights, harboring terrorists, ommitting espionage against other countries, fomenting subversion of democratically-elected governments in Latin America, and other actions which pose a threat to United States national interests.
1. The President has also directed that the following actions be taken to deny resources and legitimacy to the Castro regime: 

Eliminate abuses of educational travel programs through tighter regulations; Counter the regime's manipulation of our humanitarian policies by: 
Limiting recipients of remittances and gift parcels to immediate family members, while denying remittances and gift parcels to certain Cuban officials and Communist Party members; Stepping up law enforcement and sting operations against "mule" networks and others who illegally carry money; Limiting family visits to Cuba to one trip every three years under a specific license to visit immediate family (grandparents, grandchildren, parents, siblings, spouses, and children) (new arrivals from Cuba would be eligible to apply for a license 3 years after leaving Cuba); and Reducing the authorized per diem amount for a family visit (the authorized amount allowed for food and lodging expenses for travel in Cuba) from $164 per day to $50 per day (8 times a Cuban national's likely earnings in a 14-day visit). 

Neutralize Cuban government front companies by establishing a Cuban Asset Targeting Group made up of law enforcement authorities to investigate and identify new ways hard currency moves in and out of Cuba; 

Support and work with NGOs and other interested parties to help Cuban citizens access the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and to provide in-country training to help to prepare claims for the IACHR; 

Ensure that Cuban independent labor representatives are able to engage with the International Labor Organization, and to draw attention to exploitative labor conditions in Cuba and to assist Cuban workers in obtaining redress; and 

Target regime officials for visa denial if they (1) are or were involved in torture or other serious human rights abuses or (2) provided assistance to fugitives from U.S. justice. 

2. The President has directed the establishment of a Transition Coordinator at the State Department to facilitate expanded implementation of pro-democracy, civil-society building, and public diplomacy projects and to continue regular planning for future transition assistance contingencies. 

Plans to Assist a Free Cuba Transition to Democracy and a Free Market Economy:
The Commission has worked and will continue to work with interested parties to develop recommendations to help the Cuban people recover the lost decades of the Castro years.  These recommendations are not a prescription for Cuba's future, but an indication of the kind of assistance the international community should be prepared to offer a free Cuba.  These recommendations will serve as the basis for a process of engagement with other countries, and international organizations to ensure that they too are prepared to support a Free Cuba.   The recommendations outline how the United States could assist a free Cuba to: 
Consolidate the transition and build a strong democracy based upon democratic institutions, the rule of law, and respect for human rights;  Meet the basic needs of the Cuban people in the areas of health, education, housing, and human services, while the Cuban people sweep aside the consequences of decades of cynical decisions by the regime to concentrate resources on sustaining the repressive apparatus; Create the core institutions of a free economy, unleashing the creative potential and entrepreneurial spirit of the Cuban people which have for too long been stifled by the regime; odernize infrastructure so that it can support humanitarian efforts and the growth of a modern, vibrant economy; and Recover and safeguard its environmental assets and ensure that they are put to use for the benefit of the Cuban people.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ON REPORT OF THE COMMISSION FOR ASSISTANCE TO A FREE CUBA- The following is the executive summary from the Commission for Assistance to a Free Cuba as presented to The Honorable George W. Bush, President of the United States of America:

	CHAPTER 1: HASTENING CUBA'S TRANSITION 

As an essential part of America's commitment to stand with the Cuban people against the tyranny of Fidel Castro's regime, President George W. Bush mandated that the Commission for Assistance to a Free Cuba identify additional means by which the United States can help the Cuban people bring about an expeditious end to the Castro dictatorship. 
In the past, the United States has tended to initiate policies towards Cuba that were implemented in isolation from each other. For instance, economic sanctions were initially imposed with little, if any, support to Cuban civil society, and were not coupled with initiatives to break the regime's information blockade or proactively engage the international community. In addition, well-meaning humanitarian policies were authorized without thorough consideration of the relationship they would have to the fundamental policy objective of assisting the Cuban people regain their freedom and their right to determine their way of life and their future. 
The Commission sought a more proactive, integrated, and disciplined approach to undermine the survival strategies of the Castro regime and contribute to conditions that will help the Cuban people hasten the dictatorship's end. The recommendations focus on actions available to the United States Government, allowing us to establish a strong foundation on which to build supportive international efforts. This comprehensive framework is composed of six inter-related tasks considered central to hastening change: Empower Cuban Civil Society: The Castro dictatorship has been able to maintain its repressive grip on the Cuban people by intimidating civil society and preventing the emergence of a credible alternative to its failed policies. As a result of Castro's 45-year strategy of co-opting or crushing independent actors, Cuban civil society is weak and divided, its development impeded by pervasive and continuous repression. Through absolute control of the Cuban economy and the manipulation of U.S. migration policy, the Castro regime has made it all but impossible for human rights activists and reformers to operate and has forced many into exile. 
Now, the tide of public opinion has turned and Castro's loyalists must constantly work to restrain the Cuban people from organizing and expressing demands for change and freedom. Cubans are increasingly losing their fear and vocalizing their desire to be architects of their own destinies. By continuing to isolate the Castro regime while supporting the democratic opposition and empowering an emerging civil society, the United States can help the Cuban people in their efforts to effect positive political and social change in their country. Cuban civil society is not lacking spirit, desire, or determination; it is hampered by a lack of materials and support needed to bring about these changes. 
Break the Cuban Dictatorship's Information Blockade: The Castro regime controls all formal means of mass media and communication on the island. The Cuban Communist Party exerts strict editorial control over newspapers, television, and radio through the regime's pervasive apparatus of repression, preventing the Cuban people from obtaining accurate information on such issues as the regime's systematic violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and the state of the Cuban economy. Consistent with its fear of an uncontrolled information flow to the Cuban people, the regime has set up technological, administrative, and intelligence structures to impede the ability of pro-democracy groups and the larger civil society, both on and off the island, to effectively communicate their message to the Cuban people. In concert with efforts to strengthen Cuban civil society, and building on the excellent work already underway by U.S. Government broadcasting entities, the means exist to increase the availability to the Cuban people of reliable information on events in Cuba and around the world and to assist in the effort to present a democratic alternative to the failed policies of the Castro regime. 
Deny Resources to the Cuban Dictatorship: The policies of the Castro regime have debilitated the Cuban economy and impoverished the Cuban people. Rather than address the deprivation confronting Cubans, the regime cynically ignores its obligations and seeks to exploit external engagement with the island and humanitarian assistance to the Cuban people in order to maintain its grip on power. The economic lifelines of the Castro regime are tourism; access to subsidized Venezuelan oil; commodities; and revenues and other support generated by those with family on the island, with the vast majority of such support coming from the United States. Over the past decade, the regime has built an apparatus designed to exploit humanitarian aspects of U.S. policy, specifically to siphon off hundreds of millions of dollars for itself. Remittances, gift parcels and travel-related revenues from those in exile with family on the island, especially those Cubans who have come to the United States since the early 1990s, are avenues through which the regime has franchised out the subsistence of a significant portion of the Cuban population. The dollars made available to the regime through these means permit it to divert resources to the maintenance and strengthening of its repressive apparatus and away from meeting the basic needs of the Cuban people. Dollars and donated goods, although provided with good intentions by U.S. persons, are effectively helping keep the regime afloat. U.S. initiatives should maintain avenues by which Americans can engage the Cuban people, and by which those with family on the island can reasonably assist immediate relatives, while minimizing the regime's manipulation and exploitation of the plight of the Cuban people. 
Illuminate the Reality of Castro's Cuba: The current survival of the regime is, in part, dependent upon its projection of a benign international image. Cuba presents itself internationally as a prime tourist destination, as a center for bio-technological innovation, and as a successful socialist state that has improved the standard of living of its people and that is a model for education, health care, and race relations for the world. This image belies the true state of Cuba's political, economic, and social conditions, its status as a state sponsor of terrorism, and the increasingly erratic behavior of its leadership. Encourage International Diplomatic Efforts to Support Cuban Civil Society and Challenge the Castro Regime: There is a growing international consensus on the nature of the Castro regime and the need for fundamental political and economic change on the island. This consensus coalesced, in large part, after the regime's brutal March-April 2003 crackdown on peaceful pro-democracy advocates, an act properly characterized as the most severe repression of peaceful political activists in the history of Cuba, and certainly the most significant act of political repression in Latin America in a decade. Infuriated by, and fearful of, the valiant effort by these same activists to continue to reach out to the Cuban people and the international community, the regime reacted; Castro's political attacks against the European Union (EU) and other nations also reveal his regime's continuing trepidation in the face of peaceful Cubans calling for their fundamental rights. Many of those who once stood by Castro have now begun to speak out publicly against the regime's abuses. However, while this same international consensus has limits, encouraging multilateral diplomatic efforts to challenge the regime in international organizations and to strengthen policies of proactive support for pro-democracy groups in Cuba should form a cornerstone of our policy to hasten an end to the Castro regime. The International Labor Organization and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, amongst other international organizations, are natural fora for highlighting the conditions under which Cubans live and struggle to survive. 
Undermine the Regime's "Succession Strategy": The Castro dictatorship is pursuing every means at its disposal to survive and perpetuate itself through a "succession strategy" from Fidel Castro to Raul Castro and beyond; its goal is that the unelected and undemocratic communist elite now in power remain so indefinitely. The United States rejects the continuation of a communist dictatorship in Cuba, and this Commission recommends measures to focus pressure and attention on the ruling elite so that succession by this elite or any one of its individuals is seen as what it would be: an impediment to a democratic and free Cuba. 
SELECTED RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Provide an additional $29 million (to augment the current Cuba program budget of $7 million) to the State Department, USAID, and other appropriate U.S. Government agencies to: 
Work with willing third-country allies to support creation of an international fund for the protection and development of civil society in Cuba, to engage, train, and provide resources for volunteers of different nationalities to travel to Cuba to provide assistance to independent libraries, professional organizations, charity organizations, journalists, educators, nurses, and medical doctors working independently of the regime; Fund programs to provide educational opportunities to family members of the political opposition


	and, working with the Organization of American States (OAS), to establish a university scholarship program for the children of Cuban dissidents to study at Latin American universities; and Fund programs to support democracy-building efforts by youth, women, and Afro-Cubans to train, develop, and organize these disaffected and marginalized segments of Cuban society to take greater action in support of democracy and human rights in Cuba. 

Direct the immediate deployment of the C-130 COMMANDO SOLO airborne platform and make available funds to acquire and refit a dedicated airborne platform for the transmission of Radio and Television Mart into Cuba, consistent with U. S. international telecommunications obligations; Support efforts by NGOs in selected third countries to highlight human rights abuses in Cuba, as part of a broader effort to discourage tourist travel and reinforce international attention on the plight of the Cuban people, including political prisoners and civil society; Eliminate abuses of educational travel by limiting it to undergraduate or graduate degree granting institutions and for full-semester study programs, or shorter duration only when the program directly supports U.S. policy goals; Direct U.S. law enforcement authorities to conduct "sting" operations against "mule" networks and others who illegally carry money and offer rewards to those who report on illegal remittances that lead to enforcement actions; Reduce the regime's manipulation of family visits to generate hard currency -- while preserving efforts to promote legitimate family ties and humanitarian relief for the Cuban people by: 
Limiting family visits to Cuba to one (1) trip every three years under a specific license; individuals would be eligible to apply for a specific license three years after their last visit to Cuba; new arrivals from Cuba would be eligible to apply for a specific license three years after leaving Cuba; Limiting the definition of "family" for the purposes of family visits to immediate family (including grandparents, grandchildren, parents, siblings, spouses, and children); and Reducing the current authorized per diem amount (the authorized amount allowed for food and lodging expenses for travel in Cuba) from $164 per day to $50 per day (i.e., approximately eight times what a Cuban national would expect to earn during a 14-day visit) for all family visits to Cuba, based on the presumption that travelers will stay with family in Cuba. 
The process for implementation of Title III of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act should ensure that the full range of policy options are made available to the President, and that a detailed, rigorous, and complete country-by-country analysis of policies and actions with respect to Cuba is provided to the President for use in assessing whether the suspension is necessary to the national interests of the United States and will expedite a transition to democracy in Cuba; To deter foreign investment in Cuba in confiscated properties, claims to which are owned by U.S. nationals, aggressively pursue Title IV visa sanctions against those foreign nationals trafficking in (e.g., using or benefiting from) such property, including devoting additional personnel and resources to application and enforcement; Neutralize Cuban government front companies by establishing a Cuban Asset Targeting Group, comprised of appropriate law enforcement authorities, to investigate and identify new ways in which hard currency is moved in and out of Cuba; Provide an additional $5 million for U.S. Embassy public diplomacy initiatives to: 
Disseminate information abroad about U.S. foreign policy, specifically regarding human rights and other developments in Cuba, including Castro's record of harboring terrorists, committing espionage against the United States and other countries, fomenting subversion of democratically elected governments in Latin America, and the U.S. Government's belief that Cuba has at least a limited developmental offensive biological weapons research and development effort; and Fund and promote international or third-country national conferences to disseminate information abroad about U.S. policies on transition planning efforts related to Cuba. 
Increase direct efforts with willing third-country governments to implement a robust, proactive policy to (1) support Cuban civil society, including the opposition, and (2) develop policy frameworks for assistance to a post-dictatorship Cuba; Work with NGOs and other interested parties to assure that a Cuban independent labor representative or labor representative in exile is able to speak at ILO conferences; Encourage efforts by NGOs to draw attention to exploitative labor conditions in Cuba and assist Cuban workers in obtaining redress for that wrong; Fund NGO projects designed to help Cuban citizens obtain effective access to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and provide in-country training, through appropriate NGOs, to Cuban human rights activists in collecting and preparing information in order to file claims with the IACHR; Target regime officials for visa denial if they (1) are or were involved in torture or other serious human rights abuses or (2) provided assistance to fugitives from U.S. justice; and Establish a Transition Coordinator at the State Department to facilitate expanded implementation of pro-democracy, civil-society building, and public diplomacy projects for Cuba and to continue regular planning for future transition assistance contingencies. 

CHAPTER 2: MEETING BASIC HUMAN NEEDS IN HEALTH, EDUCATION, HOUSING, AND HUMAN SERVICES 

Cuba's transition from the Castro regime to a democratic society with a free economy will be a challenging process. The task of meeting the basic human needs of the Cuban population involves the removal of the manifestations of Castro's communism; the introduction of the values and practices of democracy and free enterprise; and the building of institutions and services that will improve the health, nutrition, education, housing, and social services available to the Cuban people. 
The fundamental goal of any assistance to a free Cuba must be to empower the Cuban people by improving their economic and social well-being, ensuring that adequate health and social services are maintained, reconstructing a democratic civic culture through education and institution-building, dealing with the human cost of the totalitarian police state, and supporting the Cuban people as they cope with these issues and work to transform themselves. 
The international community, especially organizations in the Western Hemisphere, can play a leading role in assisting the Cuban transition process. The U.S. Government can work through the Organization of American States and regional agencies, and with the United Nations and its agencies, and other organizations and individual countries. 
Improving Cubans' condition will require dramatic reforms to ensure that democratic values and a civic culture return, that important democratic institutions -- including private and faith-based organizations -- are able to flourish, and that helping agents such as schools, clinics, and community centers can respond to real needs and be accountable to the citizenry. 
Some of the effort to meet basic human needs will involve immediate, short-term assistance to ensure that critical health, nutrition, and social services issues are addressed; that schools are kept open and provided with new instructional materials and staff; that any housing emergencies are addressed; that comprehensive needs assessments and data collection are begun; and that food and medical aid is distributed as needed. 
As a new Cuban government initiates the process of establishing the rule of law, safeguarding human rights, and creating a new climate of opportunity, a variety of programs and services are identified that U.S. public and private sources could provide to the Cuban people over the medium- and long-tem. It is expected that such assistance would come not only from U.S. Government agencies and contractors, but also from philanthropic foundations, non-profit expert organizations, and businesses investing in Cuba's future. Cuban-American and other U.S. citizens and organizations would be involved in these efforts. 
Both short- and long-term issues will involve the work of many players and will need to be coordinated. The Cuban people are educated to a good basic standard and, despite the repression of the Castro regime, they have shown themselves to be remarkably resilient, savvy, and entrepreneurial. They will need the resources (including short- and long-term loans), technical assistance, and general support to enable them to improve health standards, manage the change to a market economy, and maintain and improve their infrastructure and basic services.
SELECTED RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The U.S. Government, if requested by the transition government, should be prepared: 

To conduct a hands-on needs assessment to provide objective data and observations on the state of health care, nutrition, education, housing, and social services; For the immediate immunization of all children under five who have not been already immunized under the existing health system for the major childhood diseases; To distribute food aid as needed and as feasible, and consider a food aid monetization program for merchants to maintain the price of food at a reasonable level; To work with Cuban churches and their external supporting church institutions to use local religious networks and structures to assist with humanitarian relief; Prepare to keep all schools open during an emergency phase of the transition in order to keep children and teenagers off the streets and learning during this unstable period; To institute large-scale public works projects using local Cuban labor to provide immediate jobs and help with aid efforts; and To provide support to Cuban small farmers to supplement food aid and to encourage self-reliance. Use the humanitarian aid program to encourage the democratic transition by empowering Cuban churches, free libraries, civic centers, the media, and small businesses to assist in the effort. 
CHAPTER 3: ESTABLISHING DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS, RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, RULE OF LAW, AND NATIONAL JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION 
The United States is committed to assist a post-Castro transition government in the promotion and consolidation of representative democratic processes and institutions that will respect the human rights and personal freedoms of all Cuban citizens. 
Only when the Castro regime's authoritarian institutions and practices are abandoned, its instruments of repression dismantled, and a popularly based democratic process initiated, will Cubans be able to begin governing themselves through the exercise of their own free will. Such a liberation from Fidel Castro's brutal communist dictatorship will inspire a new political order based on national reconciliation, the rule of law, personal choice, and equal justice and opportunity for all. 
Leaders of a transition government will likely move urgently to address a number of immediate priorities. Political prisoners will be freed because they have been unjustly incarcerated for exercising their fundamental freedoms. The large segment of the population that has been subjugated and silenced by government intimidation and violence will fear no more. The many forms of violence that have characterized the Castro regime's behavior at home and abroad will be abandoned. The Cuban people will have reason once again to be proud as they take collective responsibility for restoring their country to a respected, peaceful, and constructive role in the international community. 
Other immediate priorities a transition government will face include: professionalizing military and civilian police and security services; considering whether to end obligatory military service; voiding constitutional provisions that are inimical to democracy; revising criminal codes and sentencing guidelines; deciding what laws and regulations should be rescinded; cleansing the judiciary of corrupt and political judges; initiating a national debate about the provisions of a new constitution and procedures for drafting and ratifying it; opening prisons for the first time to outside inspection; guaranteeing human rights and freedom of speech; and ending all forms of discrimination. 
Among the most daunting challenges a transition government immediately will face are those that will pit popular demands for prosecutions of former Castro regime officials against the imperative of establishing a government firmly founded on the rule of law and due process. On balance, the prospects for a rapid and peaceful transition to democracy could depend more on this key variable than any other. 
Middle- and longer-term priorities will include building all of the institutions, processes, relationships, and values that will nourish democratic governance. The U.S. Government should be prepared to work with the Cuban people and their chosen representatives, should they ask, to lend assistance in drafting laws and regulations, preparing a new constitution, and establishing a system of checks and balances and the spectrum of national and local level democratic institutions (executive, legislative, and judicial) responsive to the public will. 
U.S. public and private assistance could also help in the critical longer-term task of promoting a culture of lawfulness in which citizens believe in their new system, accept its legal and constitutional principles and understand their obligations in that context, and involve themselves in an emerging civil society. In building professional, apolitical law enforcement institutions, international assistance could be beneficial. 

As the transition to a multi-party democracy progresses -- with the help and encouragement of the United States -- Cubans will be able for the first time in decades to enjoy the freedoms that prevail in the rest of the Western Hemisphere. The experiences of some of those neighbors -- and of former communist countries -- that have progressed from dictatorship to democracy could influence the choices Cubans make in constructing their own free society. A free and democratic Cuba will be welcomed back as a full participant in the inter-American system. 
The assistance and encouragement of democracies in the region, and elsewhere, could prove to be crucial in helping to assure that the transition to constitutional democracy is rapid and peaceful. Assuming a free Cuban government agreed, the U.S. Government would also be prepared to assist as Cubans form diverse and representative political parties, interest groups, labor unions, and other free political institutions, as well as civic, professional, and commercial associations. A national legislature, such other regional and local governments as the Cuban people desire, courts and other legal and judicial infrastructure, as well as new and accountable executive branch agencies could receive U.S. assistance, if desired. Eliminating and preventing official corruption will be a continuing priority. 
A peaceful transition to democracy will require the presence of effective, professional Cuban security institutions that are committed fully to supporting the democratic transition. As an immediate priority, and assuming the new Cuban government desires it, the United States would be prepared to assist a free Cuba develop a truly professional civilian police force. 
SELECTED RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Introduce exchange programs to inform Cuban leaders and administrators about democratic policy and decision-making and transparent governance; The U.S. Government should be prepared to provide technical assistance and capacity building to strengthen legislative institutions, processes, and procedures; 

The U.S. Government should be prepared to provide technical assistance on decentralization through the development of provincial and municipal governments; If requested by a transition government, the U.S. Government should provide technical assistance to promote and develop democratic political party structures and processes and introduce concepts and mechanisms for citizen oversight of parties as well as of local government; Offer expertise and assistance, if requested by a transition government, to help develop and strengthen a democratic electoral system including on the drafting and reform of election laws and training election officials in voter registration, maintenance of voting lists and balloting procedures, and proactive measures against fraud and abuse; and Work with the OAS to support electoral observation missions to help Cuban transition government authorities bring accountability to their electoral process. 
CHAPTER 4: ESTABLISHING THE CORE INSTITUTIONS OF A FREE ECONOMY 

The Cuban economic system is broken; it will not be easily fixed. It will take time to build national institutions, as well as develop in individuals the attitudes, expertise, and skills capable of managing Cuba's reconstruction. Lessons learned from other transition countries demonstrate that it is extremely important to identify and prioritize needs, and to manage expectations correctly. 

After decades of repression and material deprivation, Cubans will also be able to assert their new political freedoms to establish an entirely new economic order. Liberated from the rigidities and corruption of Castro's communist system, they will be free to create a private sector capable of providing jobs and opportunity, generating wealth, and spurring diversified growth. Long denied rights available to peoples in nearly every other country of the world, Cubans can be expected to place a high immediate priority on restoring rights to private ownership and the formation of competitive free enterprise. 
The reconstruction effort in a free Cuba will be costly. In this regard, the burden of reconstruction need not fall completely on the shoulders of the United States and must be done in close consultation with the Cuban people. There is a significant role to be played by the international donor community, the international financial institutions (IFIs), including the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the United Nations development agencies, all of which can provide programs and assistance to a free Cuba. We should seek engagement by the international community and the IFIs to better ensure a smooth transition when the time comes. 
Economic change in Cuba will not occur in a vacuum. Two generations have grown up under Castro's repressive system. There are Cubans (i.e., the communist elite) who will have vested interests in maintaining the status quo. They will present a difficult but not unprecedented problem.  It is crucial that the Cuban people be full partners in the reform process, that whatever proposals we make to a free Cuban people are realistic, and that any promises made are promises kept. 
SELECTED RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The U.S. Government, applying its experiences with other non-market economy transitions, should be prepared to encourage a free Cuba to decontrol prices, including energy prices, in the near term; The U.S. Government should provide examples to a free Cuba from Eastern Europe concerning its experiences in transitioning from a centralized economy, including experiences with the restructuring of enterprises controlled by militaries; The U.S. Government and the IFIs should be prepared to offer assistance to a free Cuba to help it design an effective privatization program as well as prepare enterprises for privatization, including industries and enterprises operated or managed by the Cuban Armed Forces; The U.S. Government should be in a position to work with a free Cuba to establish a U.S.-Cuba Joint Committee on Trade and Investment (JCTI). The JCTI would focus on post-embargo relations affecting trade and investment. It would also serve as a precursor and first step toward the possible negotiation of a U.S.-Cuba Free Trade Agreement; The U.S. Government should encourage a free Cuba to rejoin the International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank, and OAS, and join the IDB as quickly as possible; The U.S. Government and the IFIs should be prepared to assist a free Cuba in developing a new investment regime that fosters foreign investment and investor confidence, consistent with appropriate free market mechanisms; and The U.S. Government should encourage a free Cuba to settle outstanding claims issues as expeditiously as possible, bearing in mind that a long, complicated process is not in Cuba's best economic interest.
CHAPTER 5: MODERNIZING INFRASTRUCTURE 

As a result of years of inadequate investment and neglect of repairs and maintenance, Cuba's infrastructure has significantly deteriorated. Examples of the abysmal state of Cuba's infrastructure are not difficult to identify. The only investment realized in Cuba's transportation infrastructure over the last two decades has been to support the narrow interests of the tourism industry at the expense of the general population. Ports, roads, and bridges suffer from a lack of investment, as do many of the supporting components of a healthy transportation and distribution system. 
To assist a transition government in Cuba and meet humanitarian as well as reconstruction challenges significant infrastructure investments will be needed in transportation systems, energy, telecommunications, water resources, and sanitation. Since infrastructure, by definition, implies facilities and equipment that are unlikely to be built or acquired in a 90-day timeframe, this Commission identified short-term actions, such as operational changes and signing of new cooperative agreements, that can facilitate the most rapid assistance to the Cuban people in a time of transition. It also identified the areas which would need, in the proper context, on-site technical evaluation to establish needs and priorities for longer-term infrastructure reconstruction. 
In the short-term, the U.S. Government can assist a free Cuba and its citizens by facilitating the acquisition of new and/or used equipment, opening avenues of cooperation between public/private U.S. transport entities and their Cuban counterparts, conducting technical needs assessments, and providing technical assistance to develop an infrastructure development plan that will identify emergency requirements as well as medium- and long-term needs. 

To address long-term infrastructure needs, elements of the U.S. Government can support a free Cuba in seeking donor assistance from the international community and organizations such as the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank to help finance feasibility studies, improve the operation and financial viability of public utilities, upgrade and replace plants and equipment, undertake the privatization of utilities, encourage competition in services, and develop regulatory mechanisms for natural monopolies. 

SELECTED RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Transportation: Highways: Subject to the desires of a free Cuban government, the U.S. Government could provide advisors to a Transportation Ministry to assist Cuban officials with design, construction, and maintenance issues associated with primary and secondary roads and bridges.  Aviation: The U.S. Government should be prepared to provide technical assistance to conduct airport assessments in Cuba to facilitate granting them permission to serve as the last point of departure for the United States.  Maritime: The U.S. Government should be prepared to assist a free Cuba in identifying priority needs for port equipment and investments in port and intermodal infrastructure.  Railways: In a transition context, the U.S. Government should be prepared to assist a free Cuba to ascertain the status of railroad bridges, culverts, track, and other critical rail-related infrastructure assets, including rolling stock. 

Energy:   Work with officials of a free Cuban government to perform a comprehensive assessment of energy sector needs, priorities, and acquisition planning. 

Potable Water:   If requested by a transition government, assess existing plants to ensure that the population is receiving water that is clean and safe and offer technical assistance to develop a coordinated program of capital rehabilitation of the distribution system and distribution to end users of home water disinfection chemicals (i.e., sodium hypo chlorite as used in many developing nations). 

CHAPTER 6: IDENTIFYING & ADDRESSING ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION 

Cuba has many natural assets and challenges. The natural environment has suffered degradation as a result of the neglectful policies of Cuba's Soviet-style economic system. Cuba faces degraded soil, old and decaying water and sanitation infrastructure, wildlife habitat destruction, and salt water intrusion into its fresh water supplies. Thanks to the regime's insistence on crushing organizations it cannot control, Cuba also lacks an independent non-governmental organization (NGO) sector capable of providing accountability and advocating on behalf of the environment and natural resources and to serve as a mechanism to raise public awareness and bring new ideas and issues to the attention of policy makers for action. Among Cuba's assets are a rich biodiversity, mineral reserves, relatively low levels of industrialization, elements of an environmental framework law, an educated population, and highly trained experts and scientists. These assets could serve as a foundation for sustainable development in a free Cuba. 

The poor environmental protection policies that have been in effect are evident in the quality of land, water, air, and natural habitats that exist on the island today.
Land and Soils: The Cuban government has permitted deforestation and over-cultivation of the land, compaction of soils due to the use of heavy farm machinery, and strip mining. These practices have resulted in salinity in soils and heavy erosion of the land. 

Water: Agricultural runoff from heavily treated fields has contributed to the degradation of surface water streams, in addition to the untreated wastewater from cities, sugar mills and other food-processing plants, and nickel mining operations. Irrigation practices have resulted in low groundwater levels, causing significant salt-water intrusion into fresh water and salinity in coastal soils. Low river flows due to dam construction have in turn caused lower re-charge of aquifers and further salinity in the streams. 

Habitat/Biodiversity: Wildlife habitat has been affected by water quality in freshwater streams, which is in turn affected by runoff from agricultural practices, erosion due to deforestation, and sedimentation of freshwater streams. The introduction of non-native species has also had a significant impact on the overall viability of the ecological system. The relatively recent phenomenon of major hotel and tourism infrastructure construction projects, particularly in highly fragile ecosystems like the Sabana-Camaguey Peninsula, has already had deleterious effects, which will worsen if uncontrolled development continues. Air: Air emissions from industry and transportation cause significant health problems. Stationary sources of emissions (electric power plants, petroleum refineries, cement plants, nickel plants, and other old industries) emit large amounts of sulfur dioxide and particulate matter. While it is true that Cuba's poverty means that it has a comparatively low density of vehicles per capita, Cuban vehicles are old and lack basic pollution controls and maintenance. 

U.S. cooperation and technical assistance can help a free Cuba address the immediate and long-term needs it will face in a post-Castro era. As an immediate step, the U.S. Government can help a transition government conduct a rapid assessment of immediate equipment needs to ensure that drinking water systems are operational and chemicals needed to treat the water are made available. For medium- and long-term actions, a wide range of cooperation and assistance possibilities exist. However, it is important to select a few key areas where there can be a short-term success as well as work on medium- and long-term capacity building efforts. Generating and providing quality environmental information to the public will be a cornerstone for engaging a free Cuban people in environmental and natural resources management. 

SELECTED RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The U.S. Government should be prepared to offer to a free Cuba strengthen its legal framework and improve its development and implementation of its environmental laws; The U.S. Government should be prepared to assist a free Cuba in developing and conducting assessments of the impacts of point and non-point sources of pollution; U.S. Government agencies could provide a free Cuba with significant capacity building expertise, including the development of monitoring programs, review and assessment of water quality data (drinking water, effluent discharge, ambient water quality), long-term development of laws and regulations, development of pre-treatment programs (control of industrial discharges into public waste water systems), etc.; The U.S. Government can assist transition government coral reef managers with a number of tools, including mapping of benthic habitats of coral reef ecosystems and assessing the associated reef fish and their essential fish habitat; In the area of solid wastes, if requested by a transition government, U.S. Government experts could provide technical assistance in the areas of contaminant-specific Environmental Technologies, treatment & control of solid wastes, medical waste tracking, municipal solid waste source reduction, soil washing (chemical and metals removal), management of watersheds and freshwater ecology, and erosion control and water management associated with solid waste landfill situations; The U.S. Government could provide assistance, if requested, in addressing all facets of soil erosion, sedimentation, soil compaction, and related conservation practices; and The U.S. Government should be prepared to look for public-private partnerships and partnerships with cities -- with the objective of identifying U.S. expertise that could help a free Cuba reduce pollution, such as landfill methane recovery or industrial energy efficiency, and develop policies for "responsible investment."


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 22 April 2004 to 29 April 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

22 April 2004 To 29 April 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	81,000

metric tons
	40,000

metric tons
	301,100

metric tons
	84,200

metric tons
	100,000

metric tons

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	16,500

metric tons
	
	10,000

metric tons

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	5,000

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	150,000

metric tons
	95,000

metric tons
	315,900

metric tons
	177,900

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	35,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	103,400

metric tons
	58,400

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	
	65,000

metric tons
	96,400

metric tons
	97,900

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	15,000

metric tons
	29,900

metric tons
	44,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	5,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	
	87,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	18,900

metric tons
	
	88,600

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	4,100

running bales
	
	2,400

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	294,900 metric tons; 4,100 bales
	245,000

metric tons
	956,800 metric tons;2,400 bales
	576,100

 metric tons
	110,000

metric tons


CORRECTION:  In the 22 March 2004 to 25 April 2004 issue of the ECONOMIC EYE ON CUBA©, the following item was published: “The Bismarck, North Dakota-based North Dakota Wheat Commission reported that Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), has purchased 220,000 bushels of durum wheat sourced from North Dakota-based entities.”  This information was subsequently proven to be incorrect:

	The U.S. Department of Agriculture indicates that the sale from last week of 220,000 bushels (6,000 metric tons) of U.S. durum wheat to Cuba has been taken off the books due to erroneous reporting.  It would have been the first sale of U.S. durum to Cuba since the early 1960s.  North Dakota Wheat Commission Marketing Director Jim Peterson remains optimistic that Cuba will buy U.S. durum, saying, "U.S. Wheat Associates and the North Dakota Wheat Commission have established a positive trade relationship with the Cubans." He explains that Cuba has been buying other classes of U.S. wheat. "For Cuba to purchasing U.S. durum as part of a combination cargo with hard red spring and soft red winter wheat from Mississippi River ports would make a lot of sense from both an economic and logistical standpoint." 

Ellen Huber
Public Information Specialist
N.D. Wheat Commission
4023 State Street

Bismarck ND 58503-0690
Phone 701-328-5111; Fax 701-328-5115; ehuber@ndwheat.com; www.ndwheat.com


PER DIEM FOR LICENSED TRAVELERS TO CUBA INCREASED BY 1.8%- On 1 May 2004, the Office of Allowances within the Office of Operations of the Bureau of Administration of the Under Secretary of Management of the United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., increased the Per Diem rate for individuals subject to United States law traveling to the Republic of Cuba.  Per Diem rates within the Republic of Cuba are based upon the Per Diem Rate For Foreign Areas issued by the United States Department of State.  Individuals subject to United States law traveling to the Republic of Cuba (with the exception of individuals subject to United States law traveling to the Republic of Cuba on a “fully hosted” basis) under the auspice of a specific license from the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., or a general license from the OFAC are authorized to spend up to US$167.00 per day for hotels, meals, ground transportation, etc. (the cost of telephone calls are exempt from the Per Diem).  The OFAC also generally authorizes the expenditure of “additional money for transactions directly related to the activities for which” a license was issued.  Individuals who are full-time journalists traveling to the Republic of Cuba under a general license from the OFAC are permitted to spend above the US$167.00 for expenses “incidental to journalist activities.”  Specific exemptions to the US$167.00 per day authorization can be requested from the OFAC.  “Fully hosted” travelers are not subject to spending limits while within the Republic of Cuba.

	A change in the Per Diem reflects an evaluation by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba (which represents the United States Department of State within the Republic of Cuba) that prices within the Republic of Cuba have changed.  

	Since June 1999, individuals subject to United States law traveling to the Republic of Cuba under a general license from the OFAC or a specific license from the OFAC have been permitted to spend at parity with representatives of the United States government traveling to the Republic of Cuba on official business.

	From 1985 through May 1999, individuals (non-employees of the United States government) subject to United States law traveling to the Republic of Cuba under a general license from the OFAC or a specific license from the OFAC were permitted to spend US$100.00 per day (no distinction with respect to lodging and meals).

	The United States Interests Section has negotiated discount hotel rates with hotels in the city of Havana including 1) Republic of Cuba government-owned hotels managed by Republic of Cuba government-operated companies and 2) Republic of Cuba government-owned hotels managed by non-Republic of Cuba-based companies.  The discounted hotel rates are only for use by United States government personnel visiting the Republic of Cuba on official business.


	Effective Date
	Lodging
	Meals & Incidentals
	Total Per Diem
	% Change From

Previous Year

	1 May 2004 to Present
	US$95.00
	US$72.00
	US$167.00
	+1.8%

	1 May 2003 to 31 April 2004
	US$90.00
	US$74.00
	US$164.00
	-1.2%

	1August 2002 to 30 April 2003
	US$85.00
	US$81.00
	US$166.00
	+5.1%

	1 July 2000 to 1 August 2002
	US$80.00
	US$78.00
	US$158.00
	-24%

	1 June 1999 to 1 July 2000
	US$113.00
	US$82.00
	US$195.00
	+6.16%

	1 December 1996 to 1 June 1999
	US$102.00
	US$81.00
	US$183.00
	+15.85%

	1 November 1995 to 1 December 1996
	US$90.00
	US$64.00
	US$154.00
	-0-

	Expenditures within the Per Diem are not required to be divided as per the above categories


The following is the Per Diem values in effect since 1 July 1992 for travel to areas within the Republic of Cuba other than the city of Havana and the United States territory at Guantanamo Bay, Republic of Cuba.

	Effective Date
	Lodging
	Meals & Incidentals
	Total Per Diem
	% Change From Previous Year

	1 July 1992 to Present
	US$69.00
	US$56.00
	US$125.00
	-0-


Individuals subject to United States law traveling to the Republic of Cuba under the auspices of either an OFAC General License (excluding “fully hosted” travelers subject to United States law) or an OFAC Specific License may return from the Republic of Cuba to the United States with up to US$100.00 worth of Republic of Cuba-origin products (such as cigars, rum, tee-shirts, crafts, etc.) every six months for their personal use.  

	For cigars, the United States Customs Service permits up to 100 cigars, but the total value must not exceed US$100.00.  For example, if a traveler returns with 100 cigars which cost US$1.00 each, the traveler would not be permitted to bring any additional Republic of Cuba-origin products (such as rum, but not including informational materials such as books, newspapers, magazines, music products, and artwork) because the total value of imported Republic of Cuba-origin products would then exceed US$100.00.  If a traveler purchased 100 cigars for US$50.00, then the traveler would have an additional US$50.00 to spend on other Republic of Cuba origin products such as rum, tee-shirts, crafts, etc.  Travelers subject to United States law should retain a receipt showing the amount paid for all Republic of Cuba-origin products.


The Per Diem rate generally reflects reduced discounted hotel rates obtained by the United States Interests Section for use by United States government personnel visiting the Republic of Cuba on official business, not the retail hotel rates generally paid by individuals subject to United States law traveling to the Republic of Cuba under the auspice of a general license from the OFAC or a specific license from the OFAC who are not United States government personnel.  The United States Department of State has thus far refused to recalibrate the Per Diem rate to reflect parity with retail hotel rates.  
	The maximum per diem rates for foreign countries are based on costs reported in the Hotel and Restaurant Section (Form DS-2026) submitted by foreign posts.  This report includes prices for hotel rooms and meals at facilities representative of moderately priced and suitable hotels and restaurants most frequently used by typical Federal travelers. The lodging portion of the allowance is based on average reported costs for a single room, including any mandatory service charges and taxes. The meal portion is based on the costs of an average breakfast, lunch, and dinner at facilities typically used by employees at that location, including taxes, service charges, and customary tips. The M&IE rate is based on these meal costs plus an additional amount, 
equal to 10% of the combined lodging and meal costs, to cover incidental travel expenses.

	Requests for Per Diem Revisions: In order for the Department of State to maintain appropriate travel per diem rates in foreign areas, employees of the Federal Government who believe that
the per diem rate authorized for a particular area is inappropriate for expenses normally encountered while on temporary duty are encouraged to notify their respective agency travel officials. Those agencies that receive complaints about a per diem rate for a locality where there is frequent travel may submit a request to the Department of State for review. This request should include cost data on lodging and meals using Form DS-2026. This information must be submitted in accordance with instructions in section 074.3 of the Standardized Regulations (Government Civilians, Foreign Areas) (DSSR).


USCTEC WRITES TO THE OFAC REGARDING DISCREPENCIES IN TRAVEL POLICIES- On 28 April 2004, the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, Inc., delivered the following letter to Mr. R. Richard Newcomb, Director- Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C. 

	U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, Inc.

30 Rockefeller Plaza • New York, New York 10112-0002

Telephone (212) 246-1444 • Facsimile (212) 246-2345 • E-mail: council@cubatrade.org

Internet: http://www.cubatrade.org

28 April 2004

Mr. R. Richard Newcomb

Director

Office of Foreign Assets Control

United States Department of the Treasury

Washington, D.C.  20220

Dear Mr. Newcomb:

As you know, the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council has always sought quiet resolution to problems encountered by United States-based entities regarding issues relating to the Republic of Cuba.  Unfortunately, recent actions taken by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury necessitate my writing to you.

I am astonished that the OFAC would issue a license to a fourteen year old individual, Mr. Cliff Kaehler of Kaehler’s Homedale Farms in Minnesota, who visited the Republic of Cuba to attend a “purchasing conference” hosted by Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX); and, whose visit included a speech in opposition to United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba.

Whether a parent should place a child in such a position is not the focus of my concern in writing to the OFAC.  However, I acknowledge a principal role in having Mr. Kaehler participate in the OFAC-licensed U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, held in the Republic of Cuba in September 2002.  However, Mr. Kaehler’s purpose during that event was to care for livestock that had been sold to Alimport; not to engage in political activity, which he did not.  
My concern is the reasoning by the OFAC that a fourteen year old child should be permitted to visit the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, while, for example, an organization such as World Trade Center of Greater Philadelphia, is denied a license to organize a delegation of companies representing agricultural products, food products, and healthcare products to visit the Republic of Cuba for commercial, not political, purposes.  

The OFAC has seemingly permitted selected consultants to operate with impunity- even when the OFAC has knowledge that the consultants have not disclosed decisions by the OFAC that impact upon the marketing of events sponsored by the consultants.  To my knowledge, the professional boxer, Mr. Mike Tyson, has not been sanctioned for what has previously been reported by media organizations as an unlicensed visit to the Republic of Cuba.  Yet, organizations, and United States-based companies, that seek to comply with both the letter and spirit of the TSRA or the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992, continue to have, and, in increasing instances, received additional scrutiny.  Tragically, this apparent lack of consistency by the OFAC only serves to maintain the general hostility with which the OFAC is perceived by those whose livelihood depends upon decisions taken by the OFAC.   Thanking you in advance, I look forward to hearing from you soon.  Warmest regards.

Sincerely,

John S. Kavulich II

President

The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council is a private, nonpartisan, not-for-profit, membership-based organization
that does not take positions with respect to United States-Republic of Cuba political relations.


NATIONAL FOREIGN TRADE COUNCIL ISSUES STATEMENT REGARDING TRADEMARK LEGISLATION- On 28 April 2004, the Washington, D.C.-based National Foreign Trade Council issued the following statement on “Newest 'Bacardi' Section 211 Bill.”  

	WASHINGTON, April 28 /PRNewswire/ -- Today Bill Reinsch, President of the National Foreign Trade Council, made the following statement in response to the introduction of H.R. 4225 which deals with Section 211 of the 1999 Omnibus Appropriations Act: 

"While we welcome the opportunity this bill presents to have the first open, thoughtful debate on the Section 211 intellectual property issue and the harm it threatens to do to the U.S. business community, we are very disappointed with the bill's contents. Section 211 violates both WTO rules and other international obligations of the United States. H.R. 4225 claims to correct only the WTO problem and would, in reality, benefit only one company. It does nothing to address other treaty violations, which would, as a result, leave some 400 other American companies with trademarks lawfully registered in Cuba vulnerable to seizure by Castro. 

NFTC members, who hold many of the 5,000 U.S. trademarks currently registered in Cuba, support full repeal of section 211 as the only solution that fully protects our trademarks. H.R. 2494, the U.S.-Cuba Trademark Protection Act, provides for such repeal, and we urge the Congress to pass it. We look forward to the debate on these two bills because we are confident that once Members of Congress study them, they will conclude, as we have, that the only way to comprehensively protect current and future American business interests in Cuba while adhering to all of our intellectual property protection obligations is through enactment of the bipartisan U.S.-Cuba Trademark Protection Act." 
The National Foreign Trade Council is a leading business organization advocating an open, rules-based global trading system. Founded in 1914 by a broad-based group of American companies, the NFTC now serves 300 member companies through its offices in Washington and New York.


OFAC REPORTS ON RESOURCES FOCUSED UPON CUBA- The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., reported the following information at the request of The Honorable Max Baucus (D- Montana), a member of the United States Senate.  Senator Baucus is a member of the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry of the United States Senate; Ranking Minority Member of the Committee on Finance of the United States Senate; and Ranking Minority Member of the Subcommittee on International Trade of the Committee on Finance of the United States Senate.  Senator Baucus visited the Republic of Cuba in 2003 and in 2002.

	1990 To 2003 Reporting Period

	Terrorism-Focused Staff
	4

	Cuba-Focused Staff
	12

	Terrorism-Related Investigations
	93

	Cuba Investigations
	10,683

	Terrorism Fines Collected
	US$9,425.00

	Cuba Fines Collected
	US$8 million


CHINA REPORTS DRY BEAN, PEA, AND LENTIL EXPORTS TO CUBA- The government of the People’s Republic of China has reported the following values for dry bean, pea, and lentil exports to the Republic of Cuba; and reported the following global market rankings.  The government of the People’s Republic of China provides substantial financing for purchases of food products and agricultural products by Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).
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USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 15 April 2004 to 22 April 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

15 April 2004 To 22 April 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	81,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	301,100

metric tons
	73,700

metric tons
	100,000

metric tons

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	16,500

metric tons
	
	10,000

metric tons

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	5,000

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	157,300

metric tons
	75,000

metric tons
	305,200

metric tons
	161,400

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	50,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	89,900

metric tons
	58,400

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	15,000

metric tons
	65,000

metric tons
	80,700

metric tons
	97,900

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	22,500

metric tons
	29,900

metric tons
	37,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	5,000

metric tons
	19,800

metric tons
	
	67,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	18,900

metric tons
	
	88,600

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	4,100

running bales
	
	2,400

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	338,200 metric tons; 4,100 bales
	212,300

metric tons
	916,900 metric tons;2,400 bales
	521,200

 metric tons
	110,000

metric tons


USDA SEEKS NOMINEES FOR EMERGING MARKETS ADVISORY COMMITTEE- The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., is seeking nominations for the Advisory Committee on the Emerging Markets Program:

	WASHINGTON, April 26, 2004 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture is seeking nominations for 15 members to serve on its Advisory Committee on the Emerging Markets Program. Committee members must have expertise in international agriculture, trade and development, especially as these areas relate to emerging market economies. 

The committee is composed of 20 representatives of various U.S. food and rural business sectors. The committee advises USDA on the U.S. private sector’s efforts to enhance food and rural business systems in emerging markets and reviews funding proposals under the Emerging Markets Program. The program, managed by USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service, supports private and governmental technical assistance activities designed to promote U.S. agricultural exports.  Committee members must pass a background check. They serve without compensation, but will be reimbursed for travel to attend committee meetings. All appointments will expire two years from the date of appointment. The Secretary of Agriculture may renew an appointment for one or more additional terms.

Written nominations, along with forms AD-755 and SF-181, must be received by the Foreign Agricultural Service by May 26, 2004. Persons interested in serving on the advisory committee, or in nominating individuals to serve, should contact Douglas Freeman, FAS, by telephone (202) 720-4327, fax (202) 720-9361, or e-mail emo@fas.usda.gov.  Form AD-755 is required and is available at the FAS home page at: http://www.fas.usda.gov/mos/em-markets/Form%20AD-755.doc. Form SF-181 is requested, but optional, and is available at http://www.opm.gov/forms/pdfimage/sf181.pdf.  Applications may be mailed to the Foreign Agricultural Service, Room 4932-Stop 1042, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1400 Independence Avenue S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-1042.

The request for nominations was published in today’s Federal Register, which can be accessed on the web at http://www.fas.usda.gov/info/fr/notices.html 

Congress originally authorized the Emerging Markets Program in the Food Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 and amended it in the Federal Agriculture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 and the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002.


THREE MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS VISIT CUBA- The Honorable C.L. Otter (R- Idaho, 1st District), The Honorable Loretta Sanchez (D- California, 46th District), and The Honorable Linda Sanchez (D- California, 39th District), members of the United States House of Representatives, visited the Republic of Cuba from 12 April 2004 to 16 April 2004 to attend a “TSRA Purchasing Conference” hosted by Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).  Alimport invited representatives of United States-based companies and United States-based entities to attend a 13 April 2004 to 16 April 2004 event in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, to contract for agricultural products and food products.

	The Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) was signed into law in October 2000.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  NOTE: The TSRA does not regulate the export of healthcare products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba; the export of healthcare products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba remain regulated under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992.  


Representatives Sanchez and Sanchez signed an “advocacy agreement” with Alimport whereby Alimport agreed to purchase US$10 million in agricultural products and food products, including, but not limited to dairy, eggs, lumber, produce, and livestock from California-based companies; and Representatives Sanchez and Sanchez agree to seek changes in United States law and policy towards the Republic of Cuba.  

	Alimport has placed a value of US$10 million on “advocacy agreements” signed with United States-based entities that agree to “support” or “encourage” or “agree to promote” or have “intention” to seek a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba; and visits by certain (defined as supporting a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba) members of the United States Congress have also resulted in agreements with Alimport.   


Representative Otter previously visited the Republic of Cuba in February 2004 with a delegation including representatives from fifteen Idaho-based agricultural associations and Idaho-based companies, during which he signed a US$10 million “advocacy agreement”; and in March 2003.  Representative Otter is a member of Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protection of the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the United States House of Representatives.  Representative Sanchez previously visited the Republic of Cuba in May 2002.
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF VERMONT VISITS CUBA- The Honorable Brian Dubie, Lieutenant Governor of the State of Vermont, visited the Republic of Cuba from 12 April 2004 to 16 April 2004 to attend a “TSRA Purchasing Conference” hosted by Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).  Products sourced from Vermont that have been or are expected to be exported to the Republic of Cuba include apples, whey, and powdered milk. 

SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE OF PENNSYLVANIA VISITS CUBA- The Honorable Dennis C. Wolff, Secretary of Agriculture of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, visited the Republic of Cuba from 18 April 2004 to 22 April 2004 with representatives of the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania-based Philadelphia Regional Port Authority and Pennsylvania-based companies.  Secretary Wolff signed an “advocacy agreement” with Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).  

	Two contracts were signed: Aspers, Pennsylvania-based Cohen Produce Marketing Company for US$15,000.00 (one container) of apples sourced from New York State; and Tunkhannock, Pennsylvania-based Ag Link International, Inc., for 100 Holstein and Jersey heifers (less then one year in age) valued at US$200,000.00.  


	Alimport has placed a value of US$10 million on “advocacy agreements” signed with United States-based entities that agree to “support” or “encourage” or “agree to promote” or have “intention” to seek a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba; and visits by certain (defined as supporting a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba) members of the United States Congress have also resulted in agreements with Alimport.   


6.9% OF COMPANIES RECEIVE 82.7% OF CONTRACTS AT ALIMPORT “PURCHASING CONFERENCE”- Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), reported that contracts signed during the 13 April 2004 to 16 April 2004 “Purchasing Conference” in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, were valued at US$86.8 million for the products and US$19.2 million for transportation and unspecified “other costs.”  Alimport reported that representatives from 173 United States-based companies and United States-based entities participated in the event.  Twelve companies (6.9% of those participating) accounted for 82.7% of the total value of the product contracts.  The largest reported contracts:

	Company
	Product(s)
	U.S. Dollar Value

	Louis Dreyfus

(Connecticut)
	chicken, wheat, soybeans, pork
	US$16 million

	FC Stone
(Iowa)
	corn, soybeans
	US$15 million

	The Rice Company

(California)
	rice
	US$14.2 million

	Archer Daniels Midland

Company (Illinois)
	corn, rice, maltodextrine
	US$10 million

	Cargill, Incorporated

(Minnesota)
	soybeans, corn
	US$10 million

	Riceland Foods

(Arkansas)
	rice
	US$3.4 million

	Yellowstone Bean

(Montana)
	beans*
	US$1.8 million

	PS International

(North Carolina)
	yellow peas and green peas
	US$875,000.00

	Ag Link International Inc.

(Pennsylvania)
	100 Holstein and Jersey heifers
	US$200,000.00

	Rice Fruit Company

(Pennsylvania)
	apples (20 containers)
	US$300,000.00

	Cohen Produce Marketing Co.

(Pennsylvania)
	apples (sourced New York State)
	US$15,000.00

	Zeigler Brothers

(Pennsylvania)
	fish
	not specified

	Total
	
	US$71,790,000.00

	*The 5,000 metric tons of beans will be transported from the Port of Corpus Christi, Texas.


	Some United States-based companies and United States-based entities reported that Alimport required participation in the event even though contracts had previously been negotiated; thus, the event was not necessary for the commercial process.


The officially-stated purpose of the gathering was to negotiate, sign, and announce purchases under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  This is the fourth such gathering that Alimport has promoted- the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition in September 2002; at the Havana International Trade Fair in November 2003; and in December 2003, to celebrate the second anniversary of the first deliveries of TSRA-authorized products in December 2001.  

	The primary goal of the “Purchasing Conference” was to A) create an event that would receive substantial media coverage in the United States and, as a result, contribute to i) the maintenance of support amongst desired constituencies seeking a change in United States commercial, economic, and political relations with the Republic of Cuba and ii) recruitment of support amongst desired constituencies seeking a change in United States commercial, economic, and political relations with the Republic of Cuba.  B) create an environment wherein statements are required by representatives of United States-based companies as a condition of obtaining purchases from Alimport; and C) result in revenues (hotel, restaurants, ground transportation, telephone, etc.) for Republic of Cuba government-operated companies.


An increasing number of United States-based companies have become uncomfortable with the politicalization of the TSRA-contracting process by Alimport.  Representatives of United States-based entities and United States-based companies that have exported or seek to export food and agricultural products to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the TSRA report increasing pressure from representatives of Alimport to be “more public” and “more forceful” about their opposition to United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba; resulting in a corruption of the commercial process- from commercial terms to political terms.  Alimport has reportedly decreased purchases from United States-based companies whose “commitment” to a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba is suspect; or have stated that products would be sourced from those United States-based companies that “support our position.”

NORTH DAKOTA REPORTS FIRST CONTRACT FOR DURUM WHEAT TO CUBA- The Bismarck, North Dakota-based North Dakota Wheat Commission reported that Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), has purchased 220,000 bushels of durum wheat sourced from North Dakota-based entities.

US$27.6 MILLION IN FEBRUARY 2004 TSRA EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of February 2004 was US$28,913,554.00, of which US$27,621,918.00 consisted of agricultural products and food products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  

	In June 2002, Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million (actual US$138,634,784.00) and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million (actual US$256,901,471.00).  Representatives of Alimport have projected that TSRA purchases in 2004 will be approximately US$320 million.


The government of the Republic of Cuba imported (not including transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees) from throughout the world, including from the United States, approximately US$553,030,268 in agricultural products and food products in 2002, compared with approximately US$532,010,554.00 in 2001, and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  NOTE: The government of the Republic of Cuba has not published agricultural product purchase data for 2003.  NOTE: Inclusion of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees, and continually presenting multi-year cumulative values and expected purchases in data is misleading, as the actual cost of goods sold, on a year-by-year basis, remains the meaningful value to be disseminated.  Transportation costs, when detailed, are important when considering the overall economic impact of exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, but should not be added to the value of products, as the result in an inflated value for products.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, among other products as “agricultural products.”  

	The United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, as agricultural products.   

	The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and all agricultural products in calculating TSRA-authorized exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2003
	2004
	% Change
	2003
	2004
	% Change

	January
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%

	February
	US$9,036,856.00
	US$28,025,200.00
	+210.12%
	US$25,876,117.00
	US$57,156,611.00
	+120.89%


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the TSRA was reported in December 2001.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2004-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	January 2004
	US$30,280,169.00
	29th (of 202)

	February 2004
	US$27,621,918.00
	36th (of 214)

	      Sub-Total 2004
	US$57,902,087.00
	31st (of 214)

	     Total 2003
	US$256,901,471.00
	35th  (of 219)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$457,757,248.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs.  NOTE: There were value changes to poultry (chicken) data from January 2004; however, the corrected values are included below.  

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	February  2004
	Year-To-Date

	0207120040
	Chickens, nesoi, not cut in pieces, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	US$94,691.00
	US$94,691.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Norfolk, VA
	US$126,979.00
	US$189,803.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$1,379,732.00
	US$2,036,087.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$991,103.00
	US$4,517,842.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$147,170.00
	US$261,380.00

	0207140050
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$1,056,103.00

	0207270090
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Tampa, FL
	US$256,584.00
	US$429,168.00

	0402100000
	Mlk & crm cntd w/n swt powdr gran/slds nov1.5% fat
	Mobile, AL
	US$386,650.00
	US$386,650.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$79,664.00

	0406901000
	Cheese, cheddar, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$44,961.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	US$15,531.00
	US$15,531.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,434,000.00
	US$1,434,000.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Houston, TX
	
	US$1,365,000.00

	0806200000
	Grapes, dried (including raisins)
	Mobile, AL
	US$24,343.00
	US$24,343.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	US$62,965.00
	US$165,032.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$25,109.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed, nesoi
	New Orleans, LA
	US$989,846.00
	US$989,846.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	Houston, TX
	
	US$3,257,335.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 2 except seed 
	New Orleans, LA
	US$627,880.00
	US$627,880.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$2,290,200.00
	US$7,784,810.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL
	US$17,364.00
	US$17,364.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	US$4,431,664.00
	US$8,887,983.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$4,674,460.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Savannah, GA
	US$5,086,125.00
	US$5,086,125.00

	1208100000
	Flours and meals of soybeans
	New Orleans, LA
	US$4,252,862.00
	US$4,252,862.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$328,100.00
	US$1,644,100.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,238,000.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	US$3,676,000.00
	US$3,676,000.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/fryn fats wholly Vegtlb oils edbl artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL**
	US$6,375.00
	US$6,375.00

	1604206000
	Fish, prepared or preserved, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	US$22,311.00
	US$22,311.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$8,818.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Miami, FL**
	US$88,394.00
	US$88,394.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	US$99,088.00
	US$99,088.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked or not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	US$117,104.00
	US$117,104.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$28,175.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL**
	US$12,751.00
	US$12,751.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	New York, NY***
	
	US$234,905.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$51,558.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$9,120.00
	US$9,120.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	US$23,040.00
	US$30,816.00

	2309901010
	Pet food put up for retail sale ex dog & cat food
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$12,994.00

	3505100040
	Modified starches derived from corn (maize) starch
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$11,780.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$532,259.00

	4407100046
	Pitch pine etc lumber, n/trtd rough, ex finger-joint
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$44,062.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$75,327.00
	US$75,327.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts,wood,used,nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	US$44,310.00
	US$44,310.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$572,437.00

	4802575055
	Ppr/pbrd unctd nov 10% mech nesoi 40-150g/m2 sheet
	Tampa, FL
	US$479,000.00
	US$479,000.00

	4811592000
	Prnting paper, not blechd wt <15x36x15cm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$25,309.00
	US$25,309.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$133,065.00

	8703240010
	Ambulances, hearses & prison vans >3,000 cc
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$8,500.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Mobile, AL
	US$965,273.00
	US$965,273.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	US$84,266.00
	US$84,266.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Mobile, AL*
	US$65,968.00
	US$65,968.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Detroit, MI****
	US$25,000.00
	US$25,000.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Miami, FL**
	US$82,494.00
	US$82,494.00

	9802300000
	All wearing apparel, donated for relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	US$3,143.00
	US$3,143.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$202,648.00

	9809005000
	Shipments under $20,001, not identified by kind
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$20,840.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$28,913,554.00
	US$59,425,711.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.  **While the reporting district is Miami, Florida, the shipping port does not include Miami, Florida, but does include Jacksonville, Florida.  ***The New York reporting district includes ports in New Jersey.**** The Detroit, Michigan reporting district means that the products were transported by ground to Canada and then to the Republic of Cuba.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2004 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2004

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$33,329.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$33,329.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN FEBRUARY 2004- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in February 2003 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2004 January Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of January 2004 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Soybeans
	US$5,086,125.00
	18.41%

	2
	Rice
	US$4,449,028.00
	16.10%

	3
	Flour-Soybeans
	US$4,252,862.00
	15.39%

	4
	Soybean Oil
	US$3,676,000.00
	13.30%

	5
	Corn
	US$2,918,080.00
	10.56%

	6
	Poultry (chicken)
	US$2,739,675.00
	9.91%

	7
	Pinto Beans
	US$1,434,000.00
	5.19%

	8
	Wheat
	US$989,846.00
	3.58%

	9
	Lumber
	US$479,000.00
	1.73%

	10
	Milk Powder
	US$386,650.00
	1.39%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$26,411,266.00
	95.61%


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 8 April 2004 to 15 April 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

8 April 2004 To 15 April 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	81,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	301,100

metric tons
	73,700

metric tons
	75,000

metric tons

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	16,500

metric tons
	
	10,000

metric tons

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	5,000

metric tons
	
	

	Durum
	6,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	137,300

metric tons
	40,000

metric tons
	305,200

metric tons
	161,400

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	35,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	89,900

metric tons
	58,400

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	15,000

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons
	80,700

metric tons
	84,700

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	15,500

metric tons
	29,900

metric tons
	37,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	19,800

metric tons
	
	67,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	18,900

metric tons
	4,800

metric tons
	88,600

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	4,100

running bales
	
	2,400

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	298,200 metric tons; 4,100 bales
	160,100

metric tons
	916,900 metric tons;2,400 bales
	508,000

 metric tons
	85,000

metric tons


ARGENTINA WHEAT EXPORTS TO CUBA- Buenos, Aires, Argentina-based Argentine Secretariat of Agriculture reported that Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), purchased 24,700 metric tons of common wheat in January 2004.

OFAC ADDS HOLA SUN HOLIDAYS OF CANADA AS SPECIALLY DESIGNATED NATIONAL- On 17 March 2004, the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., included Toronto, Canada-based Hola Sun Holidays Limited on the list of Specially Designated Nationals (SDN), resulting in a prohibition by individuals subject to United States law from having commercial activities with the company, unless specifically authorized by the OFAC.
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	FROM THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Treasury Designates Castro-Controlled Travel Agency
The Department of the Treasury took further action today in its crackdown against travel agencies that promote illegal travel to Cuba by U.S. citizens by 
designating Hola Sun Holidays Limited, which is controlled by Fidel Castro and his regime.

"Castro’s recent decision to put the Cuban military directly in control of the travel industry highlights again that travel-related dollars spent in Cuba are swept directly into the regime's coffers – while the Cuban people are left starving for freedom and economic liberty," said Treasury’s Deputy Assistant Secretary Juan Zarate, Terrorist Financing and Financial Crimes. "As long as we allow money to flow unabated into the hands of the Cuban government, we allow Castro to fund the atrocities of his dictatorship and perpetuate the oppression of the Cuban people." 

Today’s designation blocks all property of Hola Sun Holidays Limited held by persons subject to U.S. jurisdiction. Additionally, this action prohibits persons subject to U.S. jurisdiction from engaging in any transactions with this entity unless authorized by OFAC.

Hola Sun Holidays Limited is a travel agency owned by Cimex and is associated with Caribe Sol – both of which Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) designated as Specially Designated Nationals (SDNs) of Cuba on February 9, 2004. Hola Sun and Caribe Sol share a webpage and openly state they "are proud to be part of Havantur," another SDN of Cuba owned by Cimex.

OFAC action today is in furtherance of President Bush’s October 2003 initiative to strengthen enforcement of U.S. laws prohibiting travel-related transactions with Cuba. Stepped up enforcement will help keep travel-related dollars out of Castro’s hands. 

Hola Sun Holidays Limited provides easy access to U.S. individuals traveling to Cuba. U.S. law enforcement officials have intercepted unauthorized travelers whose tour packages were purchased through this travel agency, which uses the Internet to advertise and sell Cuban tourism to the U.S. public. 

Entity: 
Hola Sun Holidays Limited 
146 West Beaver Creek Road, Richmond Hill, Ontario L4B 1C2, Canada
[CUBA]
Background: 
For more information on the February 9, 2004 blocking and designation of Caribe Sol and Havantur, both owned by Cimex, please visit http://www.treasury.gov/press/releases/js1161.htm.
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US$30.2 MILLION IN JANUARY 2004 TSRA EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of January 2004 was US$30,512,157.00, of which US$30,280,169.00 consisted of agricultural products and food products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  

	In June 2002, Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million (actual US$138,634,784.00) and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million (actual US$256,901,471.00).  Representatives of the government of the Republic of Cuba and representatives of Alimport have projected that TSRA purchases in 2004 will be approximately US$310 million.


The government of the Republic of Cuba imported (not including transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees) from throughout the world, including from the United States, approximately US$553,030,268 in agricultural products and food products in 2002, compared with approximately US$532,010,554.00 in 2001, and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  NOTE: The government of the Republic of Cuba has not published agricultural product purchase data for 2003.  NOTE: Inclusion of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees, and continually presenting multi-year cumulative values and expected purchases in data is misleading, as the actual cost of goods sold, on a year-by-year basis, remains the meaningful value to be disseminated.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, among other products as “agricultural products.”  

	The United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, as agricultural products.   

	The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and all agricultural products in calculating TSRA-authorized exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2003
	2004
	% Change
	2003
	2004
	% Change

	January
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%
	US$16,839,261.00
	US$29,131,411.00
	+273%


NOTE: The actual value of agricultural products and food products exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in September 2003 was US$22,427,963.00; and in September 2002 was US$14,131,180.00, of which US$233,531.00 consisted of items for use at the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, held in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 to 30 September 2002.  Thus, the total value of TSRA-related exports in September 2002 was US$13,897,649.00.  

	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2001
	2002
	% Change
	2001
	2002
	% Change

	December
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$8,315,934.00
	+92.55
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$138,634,784.00
	+3,109.95


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the TSRA was reported in December 2001.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2004-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	January 2004
	US$30,280,169.00
	29th (of 202)

	     Total 2003
	US$256,901,471.00
	35th  (of 219)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$430,135,330.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	January 2004
	Year-To-Date

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Norfolk, VA
	US$4,245,918.00
	US$4,245,918.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$114,210.00
	US$114,210.00

	0207140050
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	US$1,056,103.00
	US$1,056,103.00

	0207270090
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Tampa, FL
	US$172,584.00
	US$172,584.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL*
	US$79,664.00
	US$79,664.00

	0406901000
	Cheese, cheddar, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$44,961.00
	US$44,961.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Houston, TX
	US$1,365,000.00
	US$1,365,000.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	US$102,067.00
	US$102,067.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$25,109.00
	US$25,109.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	Houston, TX
	US$3,257,335.00
	US$3,257,335.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$5,494,610.00
	US$5,494,610.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	US$4,456,319.00
	US$4,456,319.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	US$4,674,460.00
	US$4,674,460.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,316,000.00
	US$1,316,000.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$2,238,000.00
	US$2,238,000.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Tampa, FL
	US$8,818.00
	US$8,818.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL**
	US$28,175.00
	US$28,175.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	New York, NY***
	US$234,905.00
	US$234,905.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	US$51,558.00
	US$51,558.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL
	US$7,776.00
	US$7,776.00

	2309901010
	Pet food put up for retail sale ex dog & cat food
	Mobile, AL*
	US$12,994.00
	US$12,994.00

	3505100040
	Modified starches derived from corn (maize) starch
	Tampa, FL
	US$11,780.00
	US$11,780.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	US$532,259.00
	US$532,259.00

	4407100046
	Pitch pine etc lumber, n/trtd rough, ex finger-joint
	Mobile, AL*
	US$44,062.00
	US$44,062.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Tampa, FL
	US$572,437.00
	US$572,437.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$133,065.00
	US$133,065.00

	8703240010
	Ambulances, hearses & prison vans >3,000 cc
	Mobile, AL*
	US$8,500.00
	US$8,500.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Tampa, FL
	US$202,648.00
	US$202,648.00

	9809005000
	Shipments under $20,001, not identified by kind
	Miami, FL**
	US$20,840.00
	US$20,840.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$30,512,157.00
	US$30,512,157.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.  **While the reporting district is Miami, Florida, the shipping port does not include Miami, Florida, but does include Jacksonville, Florida.  ***The New York reporting district includes ports in New Jersey.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2004 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2004

	Total US$
	None Reported
	
	


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN JANUARY 2004- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in December 2003 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2004 January Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of January 2004 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Rice
	US$9,130,779.00
	30.15%

	2
	Corn
	US$5,494,610.00
	18.14%

	3
	Poultry (chicken)
	US$5,416,231.00
	17.88%

	4
	Soybean Oil
	US$3,554,000.00
	11.73%

	5
	Wheat
	US$3,257,335.00
	10.75%

	6
	Pinto Beans
	US$1,365,000.00
	4.50%

	7
	Newsprint
	US$572,437.00
	1.89%

	8
	Lumber (Pine)
	US$532,259.00
	1.75%

	9
	Protein Concentrates
	US$234,905.00
	.77%

	10
	Poultry (turkey)
	US$172,584.00
	.56%

	
	Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$29,730,140.00
	98.18%


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 4 March 2004 to 11 March 2004 and 26 February 2004 to 4 March 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

4 March 2004 To 11 March 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	175,000

metric tons
	
	252,700

metric tons
	68,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	16,500

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	
	
	5,000

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	124,700

metric tons
	24,400

metric tons
	259,300

metric tons
	109,300

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	35,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	68,600

metric tons
	52,900

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	30,000

metric tons
	30,000

metric tons
	66,200

metric tons
	63,700

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	9,000

metric tons
	29,900

metric tons
	26,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	29,800

metric tons
	
	67,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	19,300

metric tons
	4,800

metric tons
	42,600

metric tons
	20,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	900

running bales
	
	200

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	384,000 metric tons; 900 bales
	108,000

metric tons
	740,800 metric tons;200 bales
	408,600

 metric tons
	


	

26 February 2004 To 4 March 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	175,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	252,700

metric tons
	64,000

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	16,500

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	169,700

metric tons
	45,000

metric tons
	212,600

metric tons
	88,300

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	30,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	68,600

metric tons
	52,900

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	30,000

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	66,200

metric tons
	63,700

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	9,000

metric tons
	29,900

metric tons
	26,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	29,800

metric tons
	
	67,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	6,300

metric tons
	4,800

metric tons
	42,600

metric tons
	20,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	300

running bales
	
	200

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	416,000 metric tons; 300 bales
	123,600

metric tons
	689,100 metric tons;200 bales
	383,200

 metric tons
	


THE WHITE HOUSE ISSUES NEW REGULATIONS GOVERNING PLEASURE VESSELS VISITING CUBA- On 26 February 2004, The White House issued the following proclamation by The Honorable George W. Bush, President of the United States:

	Expanding the Scope of the National Emergency and Invocation of Emergency Authority Relating to the Regulation of the Anchorage and Movement of Vessels Into Cuban Territorial Waters By the President of the United States of America

	A Proclamation

	By the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States of America, in order to expand the scope of the national emergency declared in Proclamation 6867 of March 1, 1996, based on the disturbance or threatened disturbance of the international relations of the United States caused by actions taken by the Cuban government, and in light of steps taken over the past year by the Cuban government to worsen the threat to United States international relations, and,
WHEREAS the United States has determined that Cuba is a state-sponsor of terrorism and it is subject to the restrictions of section 6(j)(1)(A) of the Export Administration Act of 1979, section 620A of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, and section 40 of the Arms Export Control Act; 

WHEREAS the Cuban government has demonstrated a ready and reckless willingness to use excessive force, including deadly force, against U.S. citizens, in the ostensible enforcement of its sovereignty, including the February 1996 shoot-down of two unarmed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in international airspace, resulting in the deaths of three American citizens and one other individual; 

WHEREAS the Cuban government has demonstrated a ready and reckless willingness to use excessive force, including deadly force, against U.S. citizens and its own citizens, including on July 13, 1995, when persons in U.S.-registered vessels that entered into Cuban territorial waters suffered injury as a result of the reckless use of force against them by the Cuban military, and including the July 1994 sinking of an unarmed Cuban-registered vessel, resulting in the deaths of 41 Cuban citizens; 

WHEREAS the Cuban government has impounded U.S.-registered vessels in Cuban ports and forced the owners, as a condition of release, to violate U.S. law by requiring payments to be made to the Cuban government; 

WHEREAS the entry of any U.S.-registered vessels into Cuban territorial waters could result in injury to, or loss of life of, persons engaged in that conduct, due to the potential use of excessive force, including deadly force, against them by the Cuban military, and could threaten a disturbance of international relations; 

WHEREAS the unauthorized entry of vessels subject to the jurisdiction of the United States into Cuban territorial waters is in violation of U.S. law and contrary to U.S. policy; 

WHEREAS the objectives of U.S. policy regarding Cuba are the end of the dictatorship and a rapid, peaceful transition to a representative democracy respectful of human rights and characterized by an open market economic system; 

WHEREAS a critical initiative by the United States to advance these U.S. objectives is to deny resources to the repressive Cuban government, resources that may be used by that government to support terrorist activities and carry out excessive use of force against innocent victims, including U.S. citizens; 

WHEREAS the unauthorized entry of U.S.-registered vessels into Cuban territorial waters is detrimental to the foreign policy of the United States, which is to deny monetary and material support to the repressive Cuban government, and, therefore, such unauthorized entries threaten to disturb the international relations of the United States by facilitating the Cuban government's support of terrorism, use of excessive force, and continued existence; 

WHEREAS the Cuban government has over the course of its 45-year existence repeatedly used violence and the threat of violence to undermine U.S. policy interests. This same regime continues in power today, and has since 1959 maintained a pattern of hostile actions contrary to U.S. policy interests. Among other things, the Cuban government established a military alliance with the Soviet Union, and invited Soviet forces to install nuclear missiles in Cuba capable of attacking the United States, and encouraged Soviet authorities to use those weapons against the United States; it engaged in military adventurism in Africa; and it helped to form and provide material and political support to terrorist organizations that sought the violent overthrow of democratically elected governments in Central America and elsewhere in the hemisphere allied with the United States, thereby causing repeated disturbances of U.S. international relations; 

WHEREAS the Cuban government has recently and over the last year taken a series of steps to destabilize relations with the United States, including threatening to abrogate the Migration Accords with the United States and to close the U.S. Interests Section, and Cuba's most senior officials repeatedly asserting that the United States intended to invade Cuba, despite explicit denials from the U.S. Secretaries of State and Defense that such action is planned, thereby causing a sudden and worsening disturbance of U.S. international relations; 

WHEREAS U.S. concerns about these unforeseen Cuban government actions that threaten to disturb international relations were sufficiently grave that on May 8, 2003, the United States warned the Cuban government that political manipulations that resulted in a mass migration would be viewed as a "hostile act;" 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States of America, including section 1 of title II of Public Law 65-24, ch. 30, June 15, 1917, as amended (50 U.S.C. 191), sections 201 and 301 of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), and section 301 of title 3, United States Code, in order to expand the scope of the national emergency declared in Proclamation 6867 of March 1, 1996, and to secure the observance of the rights and obligations of the United States, hereby authorize and direct the Secretary of Homeland Security (the "Secretary") to make and issue such rules and regulations as the Secretary may find appropriate to regulate the anchorage and movement of vessels, and authorize and approve the Secretary's issuance of such rules and regulations, as authorized by the Act of June 15, 1917. 

Section 1. The Secretary may make rules and regulations governing the anchorage and movement of any vessel, foreign or domestic, in the territorial waters of the United States, which may be used, or is susceptible of being used, for voyage into Cuban territorial waters and that may create unsafe conditions, or result in unauthorized transactions, and thereby threaten a disturbance of international relations. Any rule or regulation issued pursuant to this proclamation may be effective immediately upon issuance as such rule or regulation shall involve a foreign affairs function of the United States. 
Section. 2. The Secretary is authorized to inspect any vessel, foreign or domestic, in the territorial waters of the United States, at any time; to place guards on any such vessel; and, with my consent expressly hereby granted, take full possession and control of any such vessel and remove the officers and crew and all other persons not specifically authorized by the Secretary to go or remain on board the vessel when necessary to secure the rights and obligations of the United States. 

Section. 3. The Secretary may request assistance from such departments, agencies, officers, or instrumentalities of the United States as the Secretary deems necessary to carry out the purposes of this proclamation. Such departments, agencies, officers, or instrumentalities shall, consistent with other provisions of law and to the extent practicable, provide requested assistance. 

Section. 4. The Secretary may seek assistance from State and local authorities in carrying out the purposes of this proclamation. Because State and local assistance may be essential for an effective response to this emergency, I urge all State and local officials to cooperate with Federal authorities and to take all actions within their lawful authority necessary to prevent the unauthorized departure of vessels intending to enter Cuban territorial waters. 

Section. 5. All powers and authorities delegated by this proclamation to the Secretary may be delegated by the Secretary to other officers and agents of the United States Government unless otherwise prohibited by law. 

Section. 6. Any provisions of Proclamation 6867 that are inconsistent with the provisions of this proclamation are superseded to the extent of such inconsistency. 

Section. 7. This proclamation shall be immediately transmitted to the Congress and published in the Federal Register. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. GEORGE W. BUSH


ALIMPORT PROMOTING GATHERING IN APRIL 2004 TO MAKE PURCHASES UNDER THE TSRA- Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), has invited “selected” representatives of United States-based companies to attend a 13 April 2004 to 16 April 2004 “Purchasing Conference” in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba.  The officially-stated purpose of the gathering is to negotiate, sign, and announce purchases under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  This is the third such gathering that Alimport has promoted- the first in September 2003 and the second in December 2003.  

	The primary goal of the “Purchasing Conference” is to A) create an event that will receive substantial media coverage in the United States and, as a result, contribute to i) the maintenance of support amongst desired constituencies seeking a change in United States commercial, economic, and political relations with the Republic of Cuba and ii) recruitment of support amongst desired constituencies seeking a change in United States commercial, economic, and political relations with the Republic of Cuba.  B) create an environment wherein statements are required by representatives of United States-based companies as a condition of obtaining purchases from Alimport; and C) result in revenues (hotel, restaurants, ground transportation, telephone, etc.) for Republic of Cuba government-operated companies.


An increasing number of United States-based companies have become increasingly uncomfortable with the politicalization of the TSRA-contracting process by Alimport.  Representatives of United States-based companies have reported lessening of purchases by Alimport if there is a belief that the company is not “engaging in an active manner” with respect to lobbying for a change in United States commercial, economic, and political relations with the Republic of Cuba; and if the level of representation from the United States company during a visit to the Republic of Cuba is not perceived by Alimport as “appropriate,” the result may be cancelled meetings and denial of contracts.

	ALIMPORT

First Round of Negotiations with American Companies

April 13 to 16 2004

.INVITATION.

Please, be advised that Alimport is inviting US tenders to meet part of Cuba's food and ag demand for the balance 2004 at contractual negotiations scheduled for next April .  As has been the case with its prior market calls, and subject to competitive terms and conditions, Alimport will prefer the firms that travel here to negotiate and sign deals that are expected to exceed a total of $100 million.  Initially we extended invitations to some of our friends for an April 11 to 15 event, but upon their suggestion we are moving it to April 13-16. Those arriving on the 12th will be most welcomed and taken care of by Alimport.  

By the end of 2003, Alimport had signed on $702 million in actual deals and letters of intent, and made cash payments of $581 million for 2.2 million tones in product deliveries and freight costs since its initial one-way trade with American firms in December 2001, further to a December 2000 congressional amendment that authorized US sales of food and medicines to Cuba on a cash-only basis.  I will be most pleased if you can join us for this auspicious occasion.  I assure you we will be cutting good deals for both sides.  This event can also be a good opportunity for business and making additional friends, while together we chart a course of a mutually beneficial future.  I look forward to hearing from you.  Best regards, Pedro Alvarez Borrego


	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2003-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	2003
	US$256,901,471.00
	35th  (of 219)

	2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th (of 226) 

	2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$399,855,161.00
	


The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in 2003 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2003 Ranking
	Product Exported To Republic Of Cuba Under Provisions Of The TSRA
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of Total U.S. Exports To Cuba

	1
	Soybean Oil
	US$50,824,529.00
	19.78%

	2
	Poultry
	US$37,205,568.00
	14.48%

	3
	Wheat
	US$36,675,608.00
	14.27%

	4
	Corn
	US$35,571,041.00
	13.84%

	5
	Soybeans
	US$34,475,209.00
	13.41%

	6
	Soybean Oil Cake
	US$21,473,027.00
	8.35%

	7
	Rice
	US$10,778,311.00
	4.19%

	8
	Wheat Flour Soy Blends
	US$8,982,871.00
	3.49%

	9
	Newsprint
	US$4,440,255.00
	1.78%

	10
	Soybean Flour
	US$3,808,375.00
	1.48%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$244,234,794.00
	

	
	Total U.S. Exports To Cuba In 2003
	US$256,901,471.00
	

	
	10 Largest As % Of 2003 Exports To Cuba
	95.06%
	


The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that 1,143,967.4 metric tons of products were exported to the Republic of Cuba in 2003, compared to 768,865.4 metric tons of products in 2002, and 28,195.0 metric tons in 2001, under provisions of the TSRA.
USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 12 February 2004 to 19 February 2004 and 19 February 2004 to 26 February 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

19 February 2004 To 26 February 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	169,500

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	258,200

metric tons
	64,000

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	16,500

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	169,700

metric tons
	40,000

metric tons
	212,600

metric tons
	77,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	30,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	73,900

metric tons
	37,700

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	45,000

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	66,200

metric tons
	58,500

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	9,000

metric tons
	19,900

metric tons
	26,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	29,800

metric tons
	
	67,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	12,500

metric tons
	4,800

metric tons
	36,400

metric tons
	20,300

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	300

running bales
	
	200

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	431,700 metric tons; 300 bales
	133,600

metric tons
	683,700 metric tons;200 bales
	352,300

 metric tons
	


	

12 February 2004 To 19 February 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	169,500

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	258,200

metric tons
	64,000

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	175,000

metric tons
	35,000

metric tons
	207,300

metric tons
	77,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	30,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	73,900

metric tons
	37,700

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	30,000

metric tons
	30,000

metric tons
	66,200

metric tons
	48,000

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	10,000

metric tons
	9,000

metric tons
	19,900

metric tons
	26,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	59,800

metric tons
	
	37,200

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	12,500

metric tons
	10,600

metric tons
	36,300

metric tons
	14,400

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	300

running bales
	
	200

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	437,000 metric tons; 300 bales
	169,400

metric tons
	667,400 metric tons;200 bales
	305,600

 metric tons
	


OFAC TAKES “FINAL AGENCY ACTION” TO OPPOSE SECOND U.S. FOOD & AGRIBUSINESS EXHIBITION- On 11 February 2004, the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., responded to a 16 October 2003 letter from Mr. Peter W. Nathan, president of Westport, Connecticut-based PWN Exhibicon International LLC in reference to a previous denial by the OFAC for PWN Exhibicon International LLC to conduct a second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition and a second U.S. Healthcare Exhibition in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba.  PWN Exhibicon International LLC, organized and conducted the first OFAC-licensed U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition in Havana in September 2002; and organized and conducted the the first OFAC-licensed U.S. Healthcare Exhibition held in Havana in January 2000.  Two hundred and inety-one companies, organizations, and state offices from thirty-three states, District of Columbia, and Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, participated in the first U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition.  The value of contracts and agreements signed at the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition was US$91.9 million.
	February 11, 2004

Peter W. Nathan, President

PWN Exhibicon International, L.L.C.

4 Greenbrier Lane

Westport, Connecticut  06990-1612

RE: Letter dated October 16, 2003

Dear Mr. Nathan:

This is a response to your letter on behalf of the PWN Exhibicon International, L.L.C. (“PWN”), requesting authorization to engage in travel-related transactions involving Cuba for the purpose of organizing and conducting a U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition and a U.S. Healthcare Exhibition (“Exhibitions”).

The Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 515 (the “Regulations”), administered by the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (“OFAC”), prohibit all persons subject to the jurisdiction of the United States from dealing in property in which Cuba or a Cuban national has an interest.  The prohibition includes all Cuba travel-related transactions unless such transactions are authorized in accordance with current licensing policy set forth in § 515.560(a) and the related sections of the Regulations enumerated in § 515.560(a).

Pursuant to § 515.533 of the Regulations, specific licenses may be issued on a case-by-case basis authorizing travel-related transactions set forth in § 515.560(c) and other transactions that are directly incident to the marketing, sales negotiation, accompanied delivery, or servicing of exports that appear consistent with the export or re-export licensing policy of the Department of Commerce.  We have enclosed the relevant licensing criteria contained in our Comprehensive Guidelines for License Applications to Engage in Travel-Related Transactions Involving Cuba (the “Application Guidelines”).

U.S. businesses that wish to engage in marketing, sales negotiation, accompanied delivery, or servicing of exports that appear consistent with the export or re-export licensing policy of the Department of Commerce may submit applications in accordance with the Application Guidelines.  For information concerning the categories of travel for which licenses may be issued, please refer to the Application Guidelines on our Internet website www.treas.gov/ofac.

We have reviewed your request for reconsideration of our denial and determined that you have not presented any new information that warrants a different licensing determination.  The activity you propose remains inconsistence with current U.S. foreign policy.  The constitutes final agency action on this matter.  Absent the submission of new material facts not currently on the record, no further requests for reconsideration will be entertained.

Sincerely,

R. Richard Newcomb

Director

Office of Foreign Assets Control


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE LINKS SECOND U.S. FOOD & AGRIBUSINESS EXHIBITION TO RELEASE OF PRISONERS- On 9 February 2004, The Honorable Daniel W. Fisk, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs of the United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., responded to a 1 February 2004 letter from Mr. Peter W. Nathan, president of Westport, Connecticut-based PWN Exhibicon International LLC in reference to a previous denial by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., for PWN Exhibicon International LLC to conduct a second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba.  On 11 February 2004, The Honorable Roger Noriega, Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs of the United States Department of State, stated during a meeting with members of the United States Senate and representatives of United States-based companies and organizations, that “Peter Nathan is not going to receive a license for an exhibition until Castro [H.E. Dr. Fidel Castro Ruz, president of the Republic of Cuba] frees the seventy-five dissidents.”

	Letter From Mr. Daniel W. Fisk To Mr. Peter W. Nathan

	February 9, 2004

Peter Nathan

PWN Exhibicon International LLC

4 Greenbrier Lane

Westport, Connecticut  06880-1612

Dear Mr. Nathan:

I am responding on behalf of Under Secretary Marc Grossman to your letter of February 1 regarding the Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) denial of a license for a second U.S. Food and Agribusiness Exhibition to be held in Cuba in 2004.

As you will recall from the earlier meeting with you, Kevin Whitaker and I had on this license request, following a careful interagency review of your company’s application to hold a second agricultural fair in Cuba, it was decided that issuing licenses for the purpose of holding trade exhibitions would be inappropriate.  This decision was made in light of the regime’s brutal crackdown last March against proponents of peaceful democratic change in Cuba.

Unfortunately, there has been no change in the regime’s policy of political repression.  The situation as in fact deteriorated, especially for the 75 peaceful activists who continue being held in appalling conditions, with very poor sanitation, contaminated water, and nearly inedible food.  The regime continues to refuse to provide adequate medical treatment to those who are ill, and the State Department has publicly expressed concern over Oscar Espinosa, Raul Rivero, Martha Beatriz Roque, and Leonardo Bruzon Avila, whose health has worsened since their incarceration.

Because of this continuing repression, there is nothing that would warrant an interagency re-evaluation of the current position on licensing agricultural and health fairs in Cuba.  With the present situation, the Cuban regime, the besieged opposition, and our foreign partners could interpret licensing another such fair as conveying a sense of normality and “business as usual,” at a time when a growing number of governments, international and non-governmental organizations is expressing grave concern over Cuba’s egregious acts of oppression against peaceful advocates of change.

As to your comments pertaining to the necessity of such fairs for small and medium-sized companies, information collected by the Department of Commerce on authorized and actual sales of agricultural commodities to Cuba reveal that the present policy has not impeded sales of agricultural goods to Cuba.  Since the enactment of TSRA, the U.S. government has authorized over $1.8 billion worth of sales to Cuba, and the latest figures from the U.S. Census Bureau indicate that through November 2003, actual sales of U.S. agricultural commodities to Cuba amounted to $359,218.00.

If you request additional information or would like to discuss this further, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Daniel W. Fisk

Deputy Assistant Secretary

Western Hemisphere Affairs


NOTE: The arrests and convictions referenced by Deputy Assistant Secretary Fisk as the basis for the denial of the license to conduct a second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition and a second U.S. Healthcare Exhibition were in March of 2003, while the requests for licenses were submitted five months earlier, in October 2002.  

	Response From Mr. Peter W. Nathan To Mr. Daniel W. Fisk

	February 17, 2004

Mr. Daniel W. Fisk

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Western Hemisphere Affairs

United States Department of State

Washington, D.C.  20520

Dear Mr. Fisk:

Thank you for your letter of February 9, only received today.  I appreciate the detail outlined in it.  And I can understand, though not agree, with the position the Department of State is taking.

There are however two fundamental points that conflict with this position.  One it that since the sale of food and agricultural products to Cuba by U.S. companies is allowed, it is a sham to deny me the opportunity to bring together companies collectively that which they are permitted to do individually.  I recognize the PR value of this decision, especially in southern Florida, but it might interest you to know that at the exhibition in 2002, Florida was the state most represented by the exhibitors.

The second point is that while the overall amount of food and agricultural commodity sales to Cuba numbers in the several hundred million, the Department of Commerce statistics are misleading.  If you would look into these further, you would discover that the primary sources for these sales come from larger U.S. companies and not the medium, smaller and new to market firms that an exhibition primarily attracts.  In fact, three companies accounted for approximately 75% of the sales (one for 50% and the next two for 25%).

I will be in Washington at the end of next week to prepare for a “lifetime achievement honor” from the Convention Industry Council, an award that I will receive this summer.  If it would help, I would be pleased to meet with you for a few minutes early Friday, February 27.  As I will be arriving Thursday evening, we could meet as early Friday as convenient for you.  Please let me know.

Sincerely,

Peter W. Nathan


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 5 February 2004 to 12 February 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

5 February 2004 To 12 February 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	175,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	252,700

metric tons
	64,000

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	175,000

metric tons
	35,000

metric tons
	207,300

metric tons
	77,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	30,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	73,900

metric tons
	37,700

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	45,000

metric tons
	30,000

metric tons
	51,500

metric tons
	48,000

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	10,000

metric tons
	9,000

metric tons
	19,900

metric tons
	26,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	63,100

metric tons
	
	37,200

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	12,600

metric tons
	14,700

metric tons
	36,300

metric tons
	5,100

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	300

running bales
	
	200

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	457,600 metric tons; 300 bales
	176,800

metric tons
	647,100 metric tons;200 bales
	296,300

 metric tons
	


SENATOR CRAIG AND REPRESENTATIVE OTTER VISIT CUBA; SIGN ADVOCACY AGREEMENT- The Honorable Larry Craig (R- Idaho), a member of the United States Senate, and The Honorable C.L. Otter (R- Idaho, 1st District), a member of the United States House of Representatives, visited the Republic of Cuba from 6 February 2004 to 9 February 2004 with a delegation including representatives of fifteen Idaho-based agricultural associations and Idaho-based companies.  Senator Craig is a member of the Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development and Related Agencies of the Committee on Appropriations of the United States Senate.  Representative Otter is a member of Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protection of the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the United States House of Representatives.  Excerpts from a media release:

	CRAIG AND OTTER LEADING TRADE MISSION TO CUBA:

Ag trade and Hemingway to be featured components in effort to improve relations

	4 February 2004: Washington, DC- Idaho Senator Larry Craig and Congressman C.L. "Butch" Otter announced they will travel to Cuba this week to lead an Idaho Trade Mission February 6th and returning February 9th.


Craig and Otter will be accompanied by fifteen Idaho agriculture industry representatives from around the state, as well as an official from the University of Idaho and the Idaho Hemingway House Foundation to meet with high-level Cuban government officials.  The purpose of the trip will be to discuss and negotiate the specific products and amounts of Idaho agriculture goods in which the Cuban government has expressed specific interest.


"This is an excellent opportunity for Idaho agriculture to bolster sagging markets by greatly increasing the ability of Idaho farmers to sell livestock products, specialty crops and other commodities to Cuba.  In time, I believe we will be able to substantially expand our ability to ship product to the Cuban marketplace," Craig said.


Congressman Otter, former president of Simplot International, led trade missions to dozens of nations as Idaho's lieutenant governor for 14 years. 

"I've always believed that trade is a key to prosperity, in America and around the world," Otter said.  "I'm happy to have the chance to promote Idaho commodities and value-added products to a new market, and I'm confident that both the Cuban people and Idaho producers will benefit. Good business can be the basis for good diplomacy, and I'm proud to be helping it along."


The Idaho Hemingway House Foundation is also part of the mission and will sign a Memorandum of Understanding with the Cuban government to enhance the exchange of information about Hemingway, the famous author who had homes in both Cuba and Sun Valley.


Craig and Otter have been leaders in the House and Senate in advocating an end to the U.S. travel Ban on Cuba.  Even though the travel ban remains in place, it is currently legal to sell U.S. agricultural products and medical supplies to Cuba under U.S. law.


The text of an advocacy agreement, presented by Mr. Pedro Alvarez Borrego, chairman and chief executive officer of Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), as a “communiqué,” was agreed to in advance of the visit to the Republic of Cuba by Senator Craig and Representative Otter.  There are two errors of fact in the “communiqué”:  First, the “Joint Communiqué” was not signed by representatives of “The Idaho State Government of the United States of America,” as neither Senator Craig nor Representative Otter was representing The Honorable Dirk Kempthorne (R), Governor of the State of Idaho.  Second, The Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) was signed into law in October 2000, not, “2001.”  The government of the Republic of Cuba commenced purchases under the TSRA in December 2001, after rejecting the use of the TSRA from the period October 2000 to November 2001.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  NOTE: The TSRA does not regulate the export of healthcare products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba; the export of healthcare products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba remain regulated under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992.  

	Joint Communiqué Between The Idaho State Government of the United States of America And The Empresa Comercializadora de Cuba

	The United States Senator Larry Craig and Congressman C.L. Otter from Idaho acknowledge Cuba as a potential market for Idaho agricultural products including but not limited to wheat, potato seeds, paper, onions, cattle, beans, chicken, turkey, fruits, supermarket products and services.

The United States Senator Larry Craig and Congressman C.L. Otter from Idaho recognize the Empresa Comercializadora de Alimentos (hereinafter referred to as Alimport) as the registered Cuban Corporation that is Cuba’s largest importer of food supplies.

The United States Senator Larry Craig and Congressman C.L. Otter from Idaho further acknowledge that the United States Congress approved lifting of certain trade restrictions with Cuba in 2001 and since that time Alimport has steadily increases its food and agricultural purchases from American suppliers.

The United States Senator Larry Craig and Congressman C.L. Otter from Idaho acknowledge that Alimport has consistently expressed its desire to normalize relations between Cuba and the United States.

Alimport acknowledges Idaho as a potential supplier of approved agricultural commodities.  In the spirit of understanding and cooperation and desiring to establish friendship and trade relations with the people of Idaho, Alimport expresses its willingness to negotiate and sign contracts with Idaho based companies at a value of US Dollars 10,000,000.00 for the supply of approved agricultural commodities.

The United States Senator Larry Craig and Congressman C.L. Otter from Idaho agree to promote broader understanding of the value of Cuba as a trading partner and will encourage increased business relationship by promoting commerce between Idaho and Cuba.  

The United States Senator Larry Craig and Congressman C.L. Otter from Idaho further agree to work with the Idaho congressional delegation to open up trade and travel with Cuba.

The United States Senator Larry Craig and Congressman C.L. Otter from Idaho also agree to help facilitate visas for Alimport guests to visit Idaho to promote mutually beneficial trade.

The undersigned recognize that their execution of this joint Communiqué does not represent a firm commitment to transact any business deals.

Larry Craig


C.L. Otter



Pedro Alvarez Borrego

United States Senator

United States Congressman

Chairman and CEO

State of Idaho


State of Idaho



ALIMPORT


Alimport has placed a value of US$10 million on agreements signed with United States-based entities that agree to “support” or “encourage” or “agree to promote” or have “intention” to seek a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba; and visits by certain (defined as supporting a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba) members of the United States Congress have also resulted in agreements with Alimport.   

	In January 2004, The Honorable Andre Bauer, Leuitent Governer of the State of South Carolina, signed an advocacy agreement with Alimport valued at US$10 million. 

	In December 2003, The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Governor of the State of Kansas, who did not visit the Republic of Cuba, signed an agreement with Alimport that stipulates that the government of the State of Kansas will “encourage” a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba and Alimport “expresses its willingness” to purchase US$10 million in agricultural products and food products from Kansas-based companies

	The Honorable Max Baucus (D- Montana) and The Honorable Denny Rehberg (R- Montana, At-Large) visited the Republic of Cuba in September 2003 with a delegation including representatives of seven Montana-based agricultural commodity companies.  Both Senator Baucus and Representative Rehberg previously visited the Republic of Cuba.  Alimport agreed to purchase, by March 2004, approximately US$10 million in agricultural products and food products from Montana-based companies.

	In October of 2003, representatives of Indianapolis, Indiana-based Indiana Farm Bureau and in November 2003, representatives of Palmetto, Florida-based Port Manatee, each signed non-binding memorandums of understanding with Alimport.  Subsequently, Port Manatee removed advocacy language from their agreement.   

	The Des Moines, Iowa-based The Greater Des Moines Partnership, reports having signed an agreement with Alimport similar to that of the “communiqué” signed by Senator Craig and Representative Otter; a U.S. Dollar value for purchases by Alimport was not, however, included in the document. 


On 8 December 2003, The Honorable Peter Deutsch (D- Florida, 20th District) and The Honorable Robert Menendez (D- New Jersey, 13th District), introduced legislation (H.R. 3670) designed to discourage the type of documents signed by the previously-referenced entities and individuals.  The text of H.R. 3670: 

	Anti-Communist Cooperation Act of 2003 (Introduced in House)
108th CONGRESS

1st Session
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to impose a 100 percent tax on amounts received from trading with Cuba if the trading is conditioned explicitly or otherwise on lobbying Congress to lift trade or travel restrictions on Cuba. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. DEUTSCH (for himself and Mr. MENENDEZ) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Ways and Means 

A BILL

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to impose a 100 percent tax on amounts received from trading with Cuba if the trading is conditioned explicitly or otherwise on lobbying Congress to lift trade or travel restrictions on Cuba. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the `Anti-Communist Cooperation Act of 2003'. 

SEC. 2. 100 PERCENT TAX ON AMOUNTS RECEIVED BY CERTAIN PERSONS FROM TRADING WITH CUBA. 

(a) IN GENERAL- Subtitle D of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by inserting after chapter 44 the following new chapter:

`CHAPTER 45--TAX ON AMOUNTS RECEIVED BY CERTAIN PERSONS FROM TRADING WITH CUBA

`Sec. 4986. Imposition of tax. 

`SEC. 4986. IMPOSITION OF TAX. 

`(a) IN GENERAL- There is hereby imposed on any United States person a tax of 100 percent of the amount received by such person directly or indirectly from the sale, lease, or licensing of property or services for consumption or use in Cuba if there is an agreement or understanding that such person will directly or indirectly lobby Congress to lift trade or travel restrictions on Cuba.

`(b) ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS- 

`(1) PAYMENTS TAXED ONLY ONCE- Gross income shall not include any payment on which tax is imposed by subsection (a).

`(2) OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS- For purposes of subtitle F, any tax imposed by this section shall be treated as a tax imposed by subtitle A.'

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT- The table of chapters for subtitle D is amended by inserting after the item relating to chapter 44 the following new item:

`Chapter 45. Tax on amounts received by certain persons from trading with Cuba.' 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE- The amendments made by this section shall apply to amounts received after the date of the enactment of this Act.


Representatives of United States-based companies that have exported or seek to export food and agricultural products to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the TSRA report that the companies are receiving pressure from representatives of Alimport to be “more public” and “more forceful” about their opposition to United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba.  Representatives of United States-based companies report that representatives of Alimport have decreased purchases from United States-based companies whose “commitment” to a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba is suspect; or have stated that products would be sourced from those United States-based companies that “support our position.”

OFAC PLACES TEN COMPANIES ON LIST OF SPECIALLY DESIGNATED NATIONALS- On 9 February 2004, The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C, added ten (10) non-United States-based entities to the list of Specially Designated Nationals (SDN).  Each of the entities are involved in travel and/or commerce.  The following is the text of a media release from the United States Department of the Treasury:  

	MIAMI--Today Treasury Secretary John Snow announced that Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (“OFAC”) is identifying ten entities, listed below, that it has determined are owned or controlled by the Government of Cuba or Cuban nationals. These ten include entities organized and located in Cuba as well as entities located in Argentina, the Bahamas, Canada, Chile, the Netherlands, and England. Nine of the ten are travel companies specializing in Cuba travel, and one is a gift forwarder to Cuba.  All property of these entities that is in the possession of persons subject to U.S. jurisdiction is blocked and no persons subject to U.S. jurisdiction may engage in any transactions with these entities unless authorized by OFAC.  OFAC is taking action today in furtherance of President Bush’s October 2003 initiative to strengthen enforcement of U.S. laws prohibiting transactions related to travel to Cuba and to hasten the arrival of a new, free, democratic Cuba. The foreign travel companies identified today provide easy access to Cuba to those U.S. individuals who choose to break the law. Many of these entities use the Internet to advertise and sell Cuban tourism to the U.S. public. U.S. law enforcement officials have intercepted a number of unauthorized travelers whose tour packages were purchased through one of these entities.

	Cimex Companies (6):

	1.  2904977 CANADA INC., Montréal, Québec, Canada; (http://www.caribesol.ca).  2904977 CANADA INC., a.k.a. Caribe Sol, a.k.a. Havanatur Canada Inc., is a travel agency owned by Cimex, a holding company of the Government of Cuba.  

2.  CORPORACION CIMEX S.A., Havana, Cuba (and all other locations worldwide); (http://www.cimexweb.com).  CORPORACION CIMEX S.A., a.k.a. Cimex, a.k.a. Cimex Cuba, a.k.a. Comercio Interior, Mercado Exterior, has approximately 107 offices throughout Cuba. A holding company, CIMEX S.A., is owned by the Government of Cuba and owns travel service providers.  It was organized to promote new products and services in Cuba. 

3.  HAVANATUR S.A., Havana, Cuba (and other cities in Cuba); (http://www.havanatur.cu), HAVANATUR S.A. is the leading tour operator in Cuba, with offices throughout Cuba.  Its corporate parent is CIMEX.  

4.  HAVANATUR S.A., Buenos Aires, Argentina.  HAVANATUR S.A. is a travel agency specializing in trips to Cuba.  It is owned by Cimex. 

5.  HAVANATUR BAHAMAS LTD., Nassau, Bahamas.  HAVANATUR BAHAMAS LTD. is a travel agency specializing in trips to Cuba. It is controlled by the Government of Cuba.

6.  HAVANATUR CHILE S.A., Santiago, Chile.  HAVANATUR CHILE S.A., f.k.a. Guamatur S.A., is a travel operation specializing in trips to Cuba.  It is controlled by Cimex.

	Cubanacan Companies (4):

	1.  LA COMPAÑÍA TIENDAS UNIVERSO S.A., Cuba;
(http://www.cuba-shop.net).  LA COMPAÑÍA TIENDAS UNIVERSO S.A, which is owned by the Cubanacan Group, operates the e-commerce portal CUBA-SHOP.NET.  Through CUBA-SHOP.NET, U.S. persons may purchase a wide range of products, including but not limited to televisions, refrigerators, ovens, food, perfume, cosmetics and bicycles for friends and family in Cuba.  Prices are in U.S. dollars.

 
2.  CUBANACAN GROUP, Havana, Cuba.  CUBANACAN GROUP, owned by the Government of Cuba, is a tourism and trading business, hosting approximately 40% of all visitors to Cuba.

3.  CUBANACAN INTERNATIONAL B.V.; Zevenhuizen, Netherlands.  CUBANACAN INTERNATIONAL B.V. specializes in organizing trips and accommodations for travel to Cuba.

4.  CUBANACAN U.K. LIMITED London, England, United Kingdom.  CUBANACAN U.K. LIMITED is a travel agency specializing in travel to Cuba and is a promoter and representative of CUBANACAN GROUP. 


OFAC PROVIDES REPORT ON INCREASED ENFORCEMENT OF CUBA-RELATED ACTIVITIES- On 9 February 2004, The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C, issued the following status report relating to Republic of Cuba enforcement activities:

	On October 10, 2003, President Bush directed the Departments of Treasury and Homeland Security (“DHS”) to step-up enforcement of Cuba embargo travel restrictions by increasing inspections of travelers and shipments to and from Cuba, and by targeting those who travel to Cuba illegally through third countries and by private vessel for illegal business or tourism purposes or to carry unlicensed currency to Cuba.  The Office of Foreign Assets Control (“OFAC”) reports the following actions and progress to date to fully implement and enforce the President’s initiative.

Inspection of Cuba Flights: 

● DHS committed Bureau of Customs and Border Patrol (“Customs”) to inspecting up to 100% of direct flights at Miami, JFK and LAX for a 90-day period.  After 90 days, the level of future inspections will be reviewed and evaluated.  

● OFAC’s staff in Miami, augmented by staff from Washington, worked hand-in-hand with Customs inspectors in Miami during the first 90-day period to provide daily post-October 10 coverage of direct charter flights that depart several times each day for Cuba.

● Since October 10, OFAC has participated with Customs to inspect the weekly charter flights at LAX and JFK twice at each port and we are in direct communication with DHS as questions arise.  

● Inspection Activity to Date:

569 aircraft with passengers destined for Cuba, mostly direct charter flights, were targeted for outbound inspection.  Over 44,000 passengers were screened as they departed the United States for Cuba and over 50,915 passengers were screened on their return to the United States on charter flights.  275 travelers were denied travel on charter flights after examination revealed they did not qualify under any OFAC license category.

1007 aircraft with passengers returning to the United States from Cuba were targeted for inbound inspections.   This number includes returning charter flights and other flights arriving in the United States from third countries.  Over 50,915 passengers and crew were subjected to extensive examination.  376 OFAC-related seizures were accomplished, most of which related to the unlicensed importation of Cuban cigars and alcohol.  

Training 

● Since October 10, OFAC has provided on-site training on Cuba embargo travel restrictions to over 500 DHS Customs inspectors.  We have accomplished this training on-site in Miami, Los Angeles and JFK, the ports of departure for direct charter flights, and we are now expanding our training efforts to reach Customs inspectors stationed at U.S. Customs Preclearance Facilities in the Caribbean and Canada.  This training will assist inspectors in their efforts to detect illegal U.S. tourist travelers to Cuba.  OFAC has already completed training in Bermuda, Nassau and Aruba.  In the next few weeks, OFAC will provide training to inspectors at 6 Preclearance Facilities in Canada.  In addition to these training sessions, OFAC provides training to Customs inspectors on a monthly basis at the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center in Brunswick, GA.  OFAC’s Miami Office is working with the Coast Guard to provide Cuba embargo travel training for its personnel.  OFAC fully expects that these training initiatives will result in a significant number of travel referrals from Customs to OFAC for civil penalties.   


Travel Enforcement Investigations (Civil)
● 264 cases have been opened to date by OFAC’s Enforcement Division for investigation of alleged post October 10, 2003, travel to Cuba. 

Travel Enforcement Investigations (Criminal)  

● 3 cases have been referred for criminal investigation by OFAC Enforcement directly to federal law enforcement agencies, primarily the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.  OFAC is working with special agents and Assistant U.S. Attorneys on a number of potential criminal cases. 

● On December 4, 2003, OFAC hosted a highly successful meeting in Miami with the U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Florida, Commander of the 7th U.S. Coast Guard District, DHS (ICE and Bureau of Customs and Border Patrol), and Department of Commerce, to coordinate efforts to implement the President’s initiative.  The U.S. Attorney voiced the support of his Office.  It was agreed that working groups from participant agencies will meet quarterly, beginning in March 2004, to review promising criminal cases.  The Commander, USCG 7th District, stated that his organization will (1) redraft the Security Zone Permit to capture the OFAC and Commerce licensing category of the applicant, and will (2) step-up their boarding of pleasure vessels going to and from Cuba.  OFAC agreed to provide Cuba travel training to USCG personnel in South Florida and to implement a feedback program for Customs and USCG to report the status of Cuba travel cases those agencies refer to OFAC for civil penalties.  

Penalties 
● OFAC’s Civil Penalties Division plans to expedite action on those violations occurring after the President’s Rose Garden directive to increase enforcement while continuing to issue penalties on currently ongoing cases.  OFAC’s Civil Penalties Division currently has a docket of nearly 2,000 actions relating to Cuban embargo violations, the majority of which will likely result in monetary penalties paid to OFAC.

● Increased Initiation of New Penalty Actions - Since the President’s announcement on October 10th, the Civil Penalties Division has accelerated the issuance of Prepenalty Notices initiating OFAC’s civil penalty cases. By the end of November, all prepenalty notices in the pipeline were issued. Between October 10 and November 30, 2003, OFAC issued a total of approximately 348 new notices opening penalty actions.

● Implementation of Expedited Penalty Process - OFAC’s Civil Penalties Division has implemented an expedited civil penalty process.  For all post-Rose Garden announcement violations detected by DHS and referred to OFAC, OFAC’s Civil Penalties Division will initiate appropriate civil penalty action within 60 days of the division’s receipt of DHS’ evidence of violation.  Given the cumulative effect of the enhanced multi-agency enforcement strategy, we anticipate that at least initially an increase of cases by several orders of magnitude will be received in the Civil Penalties Division.  

 
-- Major Case Squad Set Up for Cuban Commercial Cases [bold type added]– OFAC’s Civil Penalties Division has set up a Major Case Squad targeting Cuban commercial cases in response to the President’s Rose Garden directive for increased Cuban embargo enforcement.  The Major Case Squad identified cases awaiting OFAC Civil Penalties Division action against banks, companies and other entities involved in commerce with Cuba.  The Squad has contacted more than 60 violators and informed the majority of them of OFAC’s pending penalty actions against them.  Settlements totaling nearly $200,000 have already been reached in 20 of the Major Cases.

 
-- OFAC’s Civil Penalties Division publishes details of penalty settlements and assessments on OFAC’s website.  This information is updated each month.  Penalties settled by and assessed against Cuban travel ban violators appear in the aggregate for informational purposes on the website.

 
● Administrative Law Judges - OFAC now has 3 ALJs in place to hear civil penalty cases and the ALJs have begun issuing orders of hearing to violators.  To date, OFAC has initiated action in cases by forwarding them to the 3 ALJs residing at the Justice Department and the Federal Mine Safety and Health Commission.  Twelve cases are on the ALJs’ docket as the balance has settled their cases with OFAC with penalty payments.  One hundred eleven violators have been given acknowledgments of timely hearing requests along with advisories that orders instituting proceedings before the ALJs will be forthcoming in short order absent settlement of the case.  Of these 111 ALJ hearing-noticed cases, 63 violators have already sent in settlement payments with the deadline to pay in the other cases to run in 2 weeks.  Additional settlements are expected.

  
Other OFAC Actions

● Licensing Actions –

- OFAC Licensing and Enforcement Divisions have established internal procedures to quickly suspend and investigate allegations of abuse of licenses issued to humanitarian and religious organizations. 

- Using information derived from charter flight inspections, OFAC has suspended licenses issued to 2 organizations previously authorized to engage in travel transactions related to humanitarian or religious activities in Cuba.  OFAC is investigating allegations that the licensees may have engaged in activities outside the scope of their licenses.  Four other organizational licenses are under review for possible suspension and investigation.

- OFAC has taken action to limit the number of travel days in Cuba for licenses issued for humanitarian purposes, such as for the delivery of donated goods in Cuba.     

● Regulatory / Policy Changes:  

  - OFAC is working with the State Department to review the current authorization which allows licensed travelers to import up to $100 worth of Cuban origin goods, including cigars and rum, as accompanied baggage.  A revocation of this authorization would result in a significant decrease in U.S. dollars going directly to the state-owned tobacco and alcohol industry.  Revocation would also serve to reinforce the seriousness of the U.S. Government’s Cuba travel enforcement efforts.    

Public Support 

● Calls are regularly received at the OFAC hotline in Miami at (305) 810-5170 to report embargo violations. 


Although “OFAC Civil Penalties Enforcement Information” is available on the Internet site of the United States Department of the Treasury at http://www.treas.gov/offices/eotffc/ofac/index.html, the OFAC continues to refuse, citing privacy issues, to publish the names of individuals (consultants, etc.) that have been the subject to OFAC enforcement measures.  The names of United States-based companies and the names of United States-based not-for-profit organizations are published each month, but individuals, companies, and organizations whose OFAC licenses have been revoked, whose licenses have been the subject of review, and who may have received “cease and desist” letters from the OFAC, are not made available for public review.  The result is an inability for individuals, companies, and organizations to determine whether a received solicitation with respect to a Republic of Cuba-related transaction and/or service may be problematic.

US$34.7 MILLION IN DECEMBER 2003 TSRA EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of December 2003 was US$34,753,153.00, of which US$34,749,953.00 consisted of agricultural products and food products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  NOTE: The value of agricultural products and food products exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in September 2002 was US$14,131,180.00, of which US$233,531.00 consisted of items for use at the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, held in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 to 30 September 2002.  Thus, the total value of TSRA-related exports in September 2002 was US$13,897,649.00.  

	In June 2002, Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million (actual US$138,634,784.00) and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million (actual US$256,901,471.00).  Representatives of the government of the Republic of Cuba and representatives of Alimport have projected that TSRA purchases in 2004 will be approximately US$310 million.


The government of the Republic of Cuba imported (not including transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees) from throughout the world, including from the United States, approximately US$553,030,268 in agricultural products and food products in 2002, compared with approximately US$532,010,554.00 in 2001, and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  NOTE: The government of the Republic of Cuba has not published agricultural product purchase data for 2003.  NOTE: Inclusion of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees, and continually presenting multi-year cumulative values and expected purchases in data is misleading, as the actual cost of goods sold, on a year-by-year basis, remains the meaningful value to be disseminated.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, among other products as “agricultural products.”  

	The United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, as agricultural products.  

	The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and all agricultural products in calculating TSRA-authorized exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2002
	2003
	% Change
	2002
	2003
	% Change

	January
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68

	February
	US$13,731,785.00
	US$9,036,856.00
	-34.19
	US$23,655,706.00
	US$25,876,117.00
	+9.39

	March
	US$7,889,428.00
	US$17,508,552.00
	+121
	US$31,545,134.00
	US$44,213,092.00
	+40.15

	April
	US$17,770,491.00
	US$24,574,122.00
	+38.29
	US$49,315,625.00
	US$67,913,791.00
	+37.71

	May
	US$5,910,431.00
	US$21,260,422.00
	+259.71
	US$54,960,794.00
	US$89,174,213.00
	+62.25

	June
	US$17,943,951.00
	US$12,915,745.00
	-28.02
	US$73,170,007.00
	US$102,089,958.00
	+39.52

	July
	US$7,479,691.00
	US$22,384,035.00
	+199.26
	US$80,649,698.00
	US$124,473,993.00
	+54.34

	August
	US$10,727,270.00
	US$12,802,131.00
	+19.34
	US$91,376,968.00
	US$137,276,124.00
	+50.23

	September
	US$14,131,180.00
	US$18,928,430.00
	+33.95%
	US$105,508,148.00
	US$156,204,554.00
	+48.05

	October
	US$10,727,270.00
	US$23,721,360.00
	+121.13%
	US$91,376,968.00
	US$179,925,914.00
	+96.91

	November
	US$20,814,160.00
	US$35,816,182.00
	+72.08%
	US$130,318,850.00
	US$215,742,096.00
	+65.55%

	December
	US$8,315,934.00
	US$34,457,258.00
	+314.35%
	US$138,634,784.00
	US$250,199,354.00
	+80.47%


NOTE: The actual value of agricultural products and food products exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in September 2003 was US$22,427,963.00; and in September 2002 was US$14,131,180.00, of which US$233,531.00 consisted of items for use at the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, held in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 to 30 September 2002.  Thus, the total value of TSRA-related exports in September 2002 was US$13,897,649.00.  

	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2001
	2002
	% Change
	2001
	2002
	% Change

	December
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$8,315,934.00
	+92.55
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$138,634,784.00
	+3,109.95


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the TSRA was reported in December 2001.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2003-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	December 2003
	US$34,749,953.00
	27th (of 224)

	November 2003
	US$36,785,979.00
	27th (of 224)

	October 2003
	US$23,786,274.00
	40th (of 223)

	September 2003
	US$22,427,963.00
	33rd (of 223)

	August 2003
	US$13,503,804.00
	49th (of 223)

	July 2003
	US$22,542,081.00
	35th (of 220)

	June 2003
	US$13,036,149.00
	41st (of 218)

	May 2003
	US$21,260,422.00
	32nd (of 217)

	April 2003
	US$24,574,122.00
	29th (of 216)

	March 2003
	US$17,508,552.00
	38th (of 182)

	February 2003
	US$9,887,911.00
	49th (of 206) 

	January 2003
	US$16,839,261.00
	40th (of 197)

	     Total 2003
	US$256,901,471.00
	35th  (of 219)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$399,855,161.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	December 2003
	Year-To-Date

	0102100010
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy male
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$3,000.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$203,629.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$173,600.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Miami, FL*
	
	US$217,600.00

	0102100030
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding except dairy male
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$4,600.00

	0102100050
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding except dairy female
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$18,200.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Norfolk, VA
	US$419,989.00
	US$779,280.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	US$145,723.00
	US$1,394,692.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$619,412.00
	US$7,238,970.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$3,043,509.00
	US$18,703,439.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$54,600.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL*
	
	US$666,222.00

	020710025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$300,839.00

	027140045
	chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, feet (paws) 
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$624,274.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$206,000.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	US$304,448.00
	US$3,635,012.00

	0217140050
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$2,821,913.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, other
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$92,140.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$167,570.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$520,617.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$471,799.00

	0207270050
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,321.00

	0405900000
	Fats and oils derived from milk, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$376,646.00
	US$1,039,161.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$30,606.00

	0304205005
	Halibut fillets, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,615.00

	0304208600
	Fish fillets, nesoi, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$17,431.00

	0306144010
	King crabs, nesoi, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,840.00

	0307490010
	Squid fillets, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,079.00

	0307590000
	Octopus, frozen, dried, salted or in brine
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$5,443.00

	0401300000
	Milk & cream, not concntrd/swtn, fat content ov 6%
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$21,467.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$48,000.00

	0405900000
	Fats and oils derived from milk, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$16,650.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$307,829.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$464,635.00

	0713322000
	Small red (adzuki) beans, except seed drd, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$7,814.00

	0713322000
	Small red (adzuki) beans, except seed drd, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$76,400.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$177,792.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$15,542.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$7,400.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$62,400.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$3,941.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$824,000.00

	0801110000
	Coconuts, desiccated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,080.00

	0806100000
	Grapes, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$3,288.00

	0806100000
	Grapes, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	US$91,142.00
	US$120,432.00

	0806200000
	Grapes, dried (including raisins)
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$43,104.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	US$153,889.00
	US$649,191.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	US$31,793.00
	US$298,519.00

	0808200000
	Pears and quinces, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	US$23,176.00
	US$41,947.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$51,833.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$7,108,799.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except see, nesoi
	Port Arthur, TX
	
	US$7,533,190.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except see, nesoi
	Houston, TX
	US$8,344,432.00
	US$22,033,619.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 2 except seed
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$519,214.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 2 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$573,375.00
	US$4,495,035.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$4,255,350.00
	US$30,556,792.00

	1006100000
	Rice In The Husk (Paddy Or Rough)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$5,104,078.00

	1006204020
	Rice, Long Grain, Husked (Brown)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,990.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$183,759.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	Mobile, AL*
	US$18,623.00
	US$18,623.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$4,574,675.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$8,561.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$884,625.00

	1103110020
	Groats and meal of wheat, semolina
	Pembina, ND
	
	US$60,325.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$8,491,238.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans, LA
	US$12,041,052.00
	US$25,983,971.00

	1208100000
	Flours and meals of soybeans
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$277,375.00

	1208100000
	Flours and meals of soybeans
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$3,351,000.00

	1209300080
	Seeds herb plants prncply flowers, for sowng, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$6,606.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$21,946,727.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$11,764,730.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL**
	US$263,025.00
	US$438,375.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$43,387.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$16,584,660.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL**
	US$8,496.00
	US$46,650.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem. modified
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$67,533.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$103,924.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$62,700.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL
	US$78,505.00
	US$459,880.00

	1601000090
	Sausages & similar prdcts. Other than poultry, Othr
	Miami, FL
	
	US$31,500.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$24,008.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,449.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$77,582.00

	
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$4,111.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Miami, FL
	
	US$32,536.00

	1901909085
	Food preps, wheat-flour soya blends
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$290,171.00

	1901909085
	Food preps, wheat-flour soya blends
	Houston, TX
	US$2,806,350.00
	US$8,692,700.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$151,991.00

	1905909030
	Corn chips and similar crisp savory snack foods
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$7,182.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$259,577.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$709,172.00

	2005400000
	Peas (pisum sativum) prep/prep nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4.071.00

	2005590000
	Beans, not shelled, prep/pres nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$2,624.00

	2005800000
	Sweet corn, prepared/preserved nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,274.00

	2005906550
	Prepared/preserved vegetables, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$5,462.00

	2008924000
	Mix of fruit, nuts, etc nesoi otherwise prep/pres
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,910.00

	2103202000
	Tomato Ketchup
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,033.00

	2103204000
	Tomato Sauces
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$67,523.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$83,283.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL
	
	US$184,870.00

	2104100040 
	Soups, broths and preparations therof, dried
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$12,011.00

	2104100040 
	Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$22,632.00

	2105000010
	Ice cream, whether or not containing cocoa
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$73,000.00

	2105000010
	Ice cream, whether or not containing cocoa
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$73,000.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	New York, NY***
	US$122,248.00
	US$122,248.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$420,687.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Tampa, FL
	US$67,438.00
	US$173,684.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$108,123.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, canned
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$62,162.00

	2202100020
	Carbonated soft drinks, contng aspartame/saccharin
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$67,200.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$20,088.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$34,795.00

	2202100060
	Waters incl mineral & aerated, swtnd/flavord nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$27,000.00

	2204100000
	Sparkling wine of fresh grapes
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$2,522.00

	2204214000
	Sparkling wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs 2l or less
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$21,040.00

	2204290020
	Sparkling wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs ov 2 liters
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$57,688.00

	2208200000
	Grape brandy
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$2,716.00

	2208306020
	Whiskies, bourbon, containers not over 4 liters ea
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$42,940.00

	2208600000
	Vodka
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$15,624.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$21,473,027.00

	2306900000
	Vegetable oilcake & solid residue nesoi wh/not grnd
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$601,943.00
	US$601,943.00

	2835250000
	Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$1,368,240.00

	3004200060
	Medicaments contain other antibiotics, nesoi
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$9,416.00

	3504001000
	Protein Isolates
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$40,194.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$58,711.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	US$44,501.00
	US$108,164.00

	4403200065
	Wood in the rough, coniferous, not treated, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$82,503.00

	4404100095
	Hoopwood/split pole/chipwood/wd stck etc coniferus
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$2,916.00

	4407100046
	Pitch pine etc lumber, n/trtd rough, ex finger-joint
	Mobile, AL*
	US$187,153.00
	US$187,153.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used
	Tampa, FL
	US$48,741.00
	US$305,739.00

	4418200060
	Doors and their frames, thresholds, of wood
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,912.00

	4418400000
	Formwork (shuttering) for concrete construction wood
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$46,069.00

	4421904500
	Wood blinds, shutters, screens and shades
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,232.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,415,655.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$24,600.00

	4811592000
	Prnting paper, not blechd wt>15x36x15cm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$12,300.00
	US$12,300.00

	4818900000
	Bed sheets & simlr household/hospital art ppr
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$291,393.00

	4901990050
	Technical, scientific and professional books
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$23,894.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$42,960.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$21,398.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$66,694.00
	US$507,463.00

	5702590000
	Carpets, etc othr tex mat, wov, not pile/made-up/tuft
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,189.00

	7308300000
	Drs, wndws a frms a thrshlds fr drs, iron or steel
	Ogdensburg, NY
	
	US$60,000.00

	7308909090
	Structures and parts etc nesoi iron or steel
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$91,990.00

	8412809000
	Engines and motors
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$49,990.00

	8431491010
	Pts of ovhead travl, transpt, gatry, brge, jib cranes
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$210,950.00

	8701901035
	Trcts, agri use, new, pto (44.8-59.7 kw)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$34,658.00

	8703230020
	Vehicles, nesoi, new, eng (1500-3000 cc) le 4cyl
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$25,000.00

	9022902000
	High tension generators, desks, chair, etc.
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$85,300.00

	9201100000
	Upright Pianos
	Buffalo, NY
	US$3,200.00
	US$3,200.00

	9506910000
	Gymnasium, or oth exercise articles & equip & pts
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$203,746.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$43,045.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$41,664.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$366,822.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated 
	Miami, FL**
	US$18,705.00
	US$155,451.00

	9802300000
	All wearing apparel, donated for relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$6,776.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$327,274.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$158,747.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$12,000.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Miami, FL**
	US$168,542.00
	US$1,712,698.00

	9809005000
	Shipments under $20,001, not identified by kind
	Miami, FL**
	US$10,327.00
	US$10,327.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$34,753,153.00
	US$258,021,930.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.  **While the reporting district is Miami, Florida, the shipping port does not include Miami, Florida, but does include Jacksonville, Florida.  ***The New York reporting district includes ports in New Jersey.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2003 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2003

	4901990070
	Hardbound books
	San Juan, PR
	US$3,307.00

	8524320000
	Laser disc for reproducing sound only
	Miami, FL
	US$3,076.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	New York, NY
	US$40,000.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$95,847.00

	9801001097
	Products of U.S. returned after being export, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$159,473.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$301,703.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN DECEMBER 2003- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in December 2003 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2003 December

Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of December 2003 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Soybeans
	US$12,041,052.00
	34.65%

	2
	Wheat
	US$8,344,432.00
	24.01%

	3
	Corn
	US$4,828,725.00
	13.89%

	4
	Poultry (chicken)
	US$4,533,081.00
	13.04%

	5
	Wheat-Flour-Soya Blends
	US$2,806,350.00
	8.075%

	6
	Vegetable Oil Cake
	US$601,943.00
	1.73%

	7
	Turkey
	US$376,646.00
	1.08%

	8
	Soybean Oil
	US$263,025.00
	.75%

	9
	Lumber (Pine)
	US$187,153.00
	.53%

	10
	Apples
	US$185,682.00
	.53%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$34,168,089.00
	98.88%


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA ACCOUNT FOR 95% OF TOTAL IN 2003- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in 2003 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2003 Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of Total U.S. Exports To Cuba

	1
	Soybean Oil
	US$50,824,529.00
	19.78%

	2
	Poultry
	US$37,205,568.00
	14.48%

	3
	Wheat
	US$36,675,608.00
	14.27%

	4
	Corn
	US$35,571,041.00
	13.84%

	5
	Soybeans
	US$34,475,209.00
	13.41%

	6
	Soybean Oil Cake
	US$21,473,027.00
	8.35%

	7
	Rice
	US$10,778,311.00
	4.19%

	8
	Wheat Flour Soy Blends
	US$8,982,871.00
	3.49%

	9
	Newsprint
	US$4,440,255.00
	1.78%

	10
	Soybean Flour
	US$3,808,375.00
	1.48%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$244,234,794.00
	

	
	Total U.S. Exports To Cuba In 2003
	US$256,901,471.00
	

	
	10 Largest As % Of 2003 Exports To Cuba
	95.06%
	


	2002 Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of Total U.S. Exports To Cuba

	1
	Wheat
	US$22,788,519.00
	16.43%

	2
	Corn
	US$22,738,930.00
	16.40%

	3
	Poultry
	US$21,632,287.00
	15.60%

	4
	Soybean Oil
	US$21,438,199.00
	15.46%

	5
	Soybeans
	US$20,922,283.00
	15.09%

	6
	Soybean Oil Cake
	US$19,281,467.00
	13.90%

	7
	Rice
	US$6,266,281.00
	4.51%

	8
	Calcium Hydrogenorthophosphate
	US$1,000,725.00
	.721%

	9
	Eggs
	US$766,559.00
	.552%

	10
	Lard
	US$428,000.00
	.308%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$137,263,250.00
	

	
	Total U.S. Exports To Cuba In 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	

	
	10 Largest As % Of 2002 Exports To Cuba
	99.11%
	


Decatur, Illinois-based Archer Daniels Midland Company (2003 revenues approximately US$25 billion) accounted for approximately 50% of all TSRA-authorized exports to the Republic of Cuba in 2003, 2002, and 2001; ranking first amongst all United States-based companies exporting agricultural products and food products to the Republic of Cuba in 2003, 2002, and 2001.

CUBA RANKS 35th OF 219 U.S. AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORT MARKETS IN 2003- The Republic of Cuba ranked 35th of 219 agricultural product export markets  in 2003 according to the Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., compared to 50th of 226 in 2002, 144th of 226 in 2001, and 226th of 226 in 2000.  The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 was reported in December 2001.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	Rank
	Country
	2003 Value

	
	** TOTAL **
	US$61,463,420,489.00

	1
	Canada
	10,420,675,513 (16.95% of Total)

	2
	Japan
	9,112,519,756

	3
	Mexico
	8,067,029,330

	4
	China
	4,985,757,448

	5
	Korea, South
	2,913,944,827

	6
	Taiwan
	2,047,522,727

	7
	Netherlands
	1,143,904,195

	8
	Hong Kong
	1,130,907,428

	9
	United Kingdom
	1,073,221,771

	10
	Federal Republic of Germany
	1,047,518,146

	11
	Egypt
	1,002,040,535

	12
	Indonesia
	1,000,198,699

	13
	Turkey
	925,675,240

	14
	Spain
	854,897,013

	15
	Thailand
	688,586,336

	16
	Belgium
	639,272,458

	17
	Philippines
	630,919,722

	18
	Australia
	618,467,334

	19
	Russia
	579,677,793

	20
	Colombia
	513,489,075

	21
	Italy
	495,365,690

	22
	Dominican Republic
	450,796,564

	23
	France
	436,600,833

	24
	Israel
	427,234,739

	25
	Brazil
	393,357,091

	26
	Malaysia
	381,618,904

	27
	Venezuela
	375,026,997

	28
	Guatemala
	350,627,859

	29
	Saudi Arabia
	333,192,359

	30
	India
	322,014,229

	31
	Nigeria
	317,995,627

	32
	Singapore
	283,427,714

	33
	United Arab Emirates
	259,806,583

	34
	Switzerland
	258,022,117

	35
	Cuba
	US$250,199,354.00 (.40 % of Total)

	36
	Costa Rica
	247,081,801

	37
	El Salvador
	239,819,555

	38
	Peru
	238,126,075

	39
	Pakistan
	233,878,237

	40
	Ireland
	223,721,138

	41
	Portugal
	220,555,509

	42
	Honduras
	204,180,005

	43
	Algeria
	201,982,766

	44
	Haiti
	193,525,212

	45
	Panama
	193,377,700

	46
	Jamaica
	189,890,914

	47
	Unidentified Countries
	185,711,004

	48
	Denmark
	169,885,384

	49
	Ethiopia
	154,499,976

	50
	South Africa
	150,101,639

	51
	Morocco
	149,529,061

	52
	Chile
	146,476,271

	53
	New Zealand
	143,491,101

	54
	Bahamas
	133,334,256

	55
	Kuwait
	119,689,945

	56
	Trinidad and Tobago
	117,621,438

	57
	Greece
	108,790,450

	58
	Ecuador
	107,828,502

	59
	Nicaragua
	99,022,308

	60
	Vietnam
	98,035,785

	61
	Jordan
	94,346,545

	62
	Sweden
	91,436,592

	63
	Republic of Yemen
	87,343,336

	64
	Bangladesh
	87,042,482

	65
	Tunisia
	85,669,810

	66
	Iraq
	80,828,935

	67
	Syria
	79,968,912

	68
	Lebanon
	71,429,379

	69
	Argentina
	68,644,843

	70
	Poland
	66,600,552

	71
	Angola
	65,324,630

	72
	Norway
	62,288,643

	73
	Romania
	59,455,754

	74
	Ghana
	56,156,268

	75
	Netherlands Antilles
	55,937,039

	76
	Finland
	53,960,631

	77
	Bermuda
	52,105,087

	78
	Iran
	46,035,173

	79
	Georgia
	45,555,975

	80
	Mozambique
	39,278,046

	81
	Barbados
	38,393,202

	82
	Eritrea
	37,662,985

	83
	Latvia
	33,941,377

	84
	Kenya
	33,314,245

	85
	Bolivia
	30,914,206

	86
	Aruba
	30,469,028

	87
	Cayman Islands
	29,776,277

	88
	Hungary
	29,243,794

	89
	French Polynesia
	26,156,321

	90
	Sri Lanka
	25,523,394

	91
	Sudan
	25,205,031

	92
	Belize
	23,576,854

	93
	Azerbaijan
	23,440,383

	94
	Ivory Coast
	22,702,342

	95
	Uzbekistan
	21,358,589

	96
	Suriname
	21,254,544

	97
	Uruguay
	20,425,200

	98
	Austria
	18,461,315

	99
	Guyana
	17,074,045

	100
	Bahrain
	16,925,527

	101
	Ukraine
	16,653,628

	102
	Estonia
	16,553,126

	103
	Cyprus
	16,462,124

	104
	Tajikistan
	16,294,182

	105
	Czech Republic
	15,635,538

	106
	Iceland
	15,359,394

	107
	Moldova
	14,796,914

	108
	Afghanistan
	14,400,749

	109
	Luxembourg
	14,233,816

	110
	Kazakhstan
	13,935,005

	111
	Bulgaria
	13,890,277

	112
	Tanzania
	13,721,069

	113
	Oman
	13,643,289

	114
	Congo (Brazzaville)
	13,205,083

	115
	Antigua and Barbuda
	13,103,408

	116
	Qatar
	12,860,358

	117
	Djibouti
	12,698,303

	118
	Uganda
	12,241,101

	119
	Liberia
	12,117,497

	120
	St Vincent and the Grenadines
	11,993,775

	121
	Zimbabwe
	11,447,244

	122
	Lithuania
	10,815,313

	123
	Federated States of Micronesia
	10,795,335

	124
	British Virgin Islands
	10,739,681

	125
	St Lucia
	10,585,280

	126
	Cameroon
	10,338,423

	127
	Congo (Kinshasa)
	10,215,431

	128
	Malta
	9,808,744

	129
	Senegal
	9,579,797

	130
	Sierra Leone
	9,080,430

	131
	Armenia
	7,568,229

	132
	Marshall Islands
	7,540,351

	133
	Grenada
	7,524,089

	134
	Madagascar
	7,297,706

	135
	Macedonia (Skopje)
	7,264,957

	136
	Slovenia
	7,087,364

	137
	Palau
	6,943,978

	138
	Guinea
	6,777,379

	139
	Turks and Caicos Islands
	6,454,930

	140
	North Korea
	6,406,440

	141
	Rwanda
	5,657,009

	142
	Mauritania
	5,547,279

	143
	Namibia
	5,443,162

	144
	New Caledonia
	5,289,025

	145
	St Kitts and Nevis
	5,061,741

	146
	Niger
	4,938,941

	147
	Dominica
	4,815,261

	148
	Gambia
	4,792,382

	149
	Cambodia
	4,762,009

	150
	Malawi
	4,381,062

	151
	Western Samoa
	4,030,055

	152
	Somalia
	4,001,283

	153
	Benin
	3,961,421

	154
	Gabon
	3,489,073

	155
	Cape Verde
	3,339,445

	156
	San Marino
	3,101,121

	157
	Burkina
	2,926,706

	158
	Lesotho
	2,630,705

	159
	Swaziland
	2,572,484

	160
	Guadeloupe
	2,493,289

	161
	Croatia
	2,392,632

	162
	Tonga
	2,290,717

	163
	Fiji
	2,183,078

	164
	Macao
	2,117,070

	165
	Central African Republic
	2,110,140

	166
	Albania
	2,052,526

	167
	Tokelau
	1,976,071

	168
	Anguilla
	1,916,648

	169
	Turkmenistan
	1,729,388

	170
	Yugoslavia
	1,688,657

	171
	Zambia
	1,649,073

	172
	Burundi
	1,627,494

	173
	Paraguay
	1,619,447

	174
	Brunei
	1,609,571

	175
	Mali
	1,532,395

	176
	Martinique
	1,381,798

	177
	Chad
	1,354,818

	178
	Papua New Guinea
	1,288,073

	179
	Pitcairn Island
	1,165,011

	180
	Burma (Myanmar)
	1,115,724

	181
	Equatorial Guinea
	1,062,819

	182
	Slovakia
	1,022,310

	183
	Laos
	930,272

	184
	Kyrgyzstan
	812,534

	185
	Nepal
	684,229

	186
	Montserrat
	662,722

	187
	French Guiana
	449,993

	188
	Mauritius
	436,922

	189
	Guinea-Bissau
	352,276

	190
	West Bank Administered by Israel
	349,224

	191
	Bosnia-Hercegovina
	332,358

	192
	Togo
	306,926

	193
	Seychelles
	296,983

	194
	Belarus
	293,851

	195
	Maldives
	244,069

	196
	Cook Islands
	208,895

	197
	Libya
	207,883

	198
	Andorra
	196,920

	199
	Cocos (Keeling) Island
	190,242

	200
	Reunion
	181,577

	201
	Mongolia
	178,013

	202
	Nauru
	172,876

	203
	Liechtenstein
	140,468

	204
	Monaco
	138,405

	205
	Vatican City
	137,733

	206
	Svalbard, Jan Mayen Island
	134,983

	207
	British Indian Ocean Terr
	62,669

	208
	Comoros
	46,782

	209
	Sao Tome and Principe
	45,657

	210
	Greenland
	28,663

	211
	Gibraltar
	19,300

	212
	St Helena
	17,640

	213
	Heard and McDonald Islands
	16,846

	214
	Kiribati
	15,428

	215
	St Pierre and Miquelon
	15,166

	216
	Solomon Islands
	9,532

	217
	Botswana
	8,370

	218
	Falkland Islands
	5,400

	219
	Bhutan
	4,703 (.0000076% of Total)

	220
	French Southern and Antarctic
	0

	221
	Faroe Islands
	0

	222
	Christmas Island
	0

	223
	Vanuatu
	0

	224
	Wallis and Futuna
	0


1.1 MILLION METRIC TONS OF PRODUCTS EXPORTED TO CUBA IN 2003; 48.79% INCREASE- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that 1,143,967.4 metric tons of products were exported to the Republic of Cuba in 2003, compared to 768,865.4 metric tons of products in 2002, and 28,195.0 metric tons in 2001, under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 was reported in December 2001.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	Product
	HS
	Measure
	2000
	2001
	2002
	
	2002
	2003
	% Change

	BIRDS EGGS, IN SHELL
	0407
	DOZ
	0.0
	0.0
	1,527,690.0
	|
	1,527,690.0
	1,511,460.0
	-1.06

	MAIZE (CORN)
	1005
	MT
	0.0
	25,198.0
	225,246.0
	|
	225,246.0
	329,580.0
	46.32

	WHEAT AND MESLIN
	1001
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	175,675.0
	|
	175,675.0
	245,069.0
	39.50

	SOYA BEANS
	1201
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	109,520.0
	|
	109,520.0
	134,270.0
	22.60

	SOYA-BEAN RESIDUE
	2304
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	101,653.3
	|
	101,653.3
	114,082.9
	12.23

	RICE
	1006
	MT
	81.4
	0.0
	55,214.4
	|
	55,214.4
	87,658.5
	58.76

	MEAT, POULTRY
	0207
	MT
	0.0
	2,997.0
	53,099.0
	|
	53,099.0
	74,716.5
	40.71

	SOYA-BEAN OIL
	1507
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	46,117.1
	|
	46,117.1
	90,630.8
	96.52

	LIQUEUR, SPIRITS
	2208
	LITPF
	0.0
	0.0
	1,600.0
	|
	1,600.0
	4,512.0
	182.00

	LARD, PIG, POULTRY
	1501
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	718.5
	|
	718.5
	0.0
	--

	APPLES, PEARS
	0808
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	452.4
	|
	452.4
	1,551.6
	242.97

	EDIBLE OFFAL
	0206
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	300.4
	|
	300.4
	0.0
	--

	SAUCE, MUSTARD, ETC
	2103
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	203.5
	|
	203.5
	335.8
	65.01

	MARGARINE
	1517
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	171.2
	|
	171.2
	717.8
	319.28

	VEGETABLES, DRIED
	0713
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	122.5
	|
	122.5
	2,613.4
	2033.39

	MEAT OF SWINE
	0203
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	90.2
	|
	90.2
	0.0
	--

	ONIONS, SHALLOTS
	0703
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	75.8
	|
	75.8
	0.0
	--

	WOOD SAWN, CHIPPED
	4407
	M3
	0.0
	0.0
	42.0
	|
	42.0
	1,026.0
	2342.86

	WATERS, NON-ALCOHOL
	2202
	KL
	0.0
	0.0
	23.8
	|
	23.8
	426.8
	1693.28

	TOMATOES PREPARED
	2002
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	23.8
	|
	23.8
	230.3
	867.65

	FRUIT, NUT, PREP
	2008
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	23.3
	|
	23.3
	2.8
	-87.98

	BAKED BREAD, PASTRY
	1905
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	21.8
	|
	21.8
	0.0
	--

	CEREAL FOOD
	1904
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	20.3
	|
	20.3
	0.0
	--

	SUGAR CONFECTIONERY
	1704
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	19.2
	|
	19.2
	24.5
	27.60

	BUTTER, FATS, MILK
	0405
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	17.6
	|
	17.6
	7.0
	-60.23

	PASTA, COUSCOUS, ETC
	1902
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	16.8
	|
	16.8
	211.9
	1161.31

	ARTICLES OF PLASTER
	6809
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	11.6
	|
	11.6
	0.0
	--

	GRAPES
	0806
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	10.8
	|
	10.8
	88.0
	714.81

	FIXED VEG FAT, OIL
	1515
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	10.6
	|
	10.6
	168.2
	1486.79

	CHOCOLATE
	1806
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	8.7
	|
	8.7
	0.0
	--

	GELATIN & DERIVATIVE
	3503
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	7.9
	|
	7.9
	0.0
	--

	VEGIE, FRUIT, VINGAR
	2001
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	6.5
	|
	6.5
	0.0
	--

	LIVE BOVINE ANIMALS
	0102
	NO
	0.0
	0.0
	3.0
	|
	3.0
	410.0
	13566.67

	DATES FIGS PINEAPPLE
	0804
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	2.7
	|
	2.7
	0.0
	--

	NUTS EXCEPT COCONUT,
	0802
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	2.3
	|
	2.3
	0.0
	--

	GRAPE WINES
	2204
	KL
	0.0
	0.0
	2.1
	|
	2.1
	44.2
	2004.76

	CHEESE AND CURD
	0406
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	1.0
	|
	1.0
	0.0
	--

	ACTIVE AGENTS, SURFA
	3402
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.5
	|
	0.5
	0.0
	--

	PREPARED MEAT
	1602
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.4
	|
	0.4
	0.0
	--

	JAMS, JELLIES
	2007
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.3
	|
	0.3
	0.0
	--

	FRUIT, VEGIE, JUICES
	2009
	KL
	0.0
	0.0
	0.2
	|
	0.2
	0.0
	--

	FISH FILLETS, MEAT
	0304
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	2.9
	--

	CRUSTACEANS
	0306
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	0.2
	--

	MOLLUSCS
	0307
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	5.5
	--

	MILK NOT CONCENTRATE
	0401
	LITER
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	17,740.0
	--

	BUTTERMILK
	0403
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	0.0
	--

	WHEY, NATURAL MILK
	0404
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	100.0
	--

	COCONUTS, BRAZIL NUT
	0801
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	25.4
	--

	OTHER SPICES
	0910
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	226.3
	--

	CEREAL GROATS, MEAL
	1103
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	201.2
	--

	FLOUR, MEAL OF OLEAG
	1208
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	16,978.2
	--

	VEGETABLE SAPS, ETC
	1302
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	0.0
	--

	SAUSAGES
	1601
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	22.7
	--

	SUGARS NES, LACTOSE
	1702
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	77.1
	--

	MALT EXTRACT, FLOUR
	1901
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	31,600.7
	--

	VEGETABLES NES, PREP
	2005
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	18.8
	--

	SOUPS, BROTHS
	2104
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	17.2
	--

	ICE CREAM
	2105
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	81.5
	--

	FOOD PREPS, NESOI
	2106
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	1,199.8
	--

	OIL-CAKE
	2306
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	3,762.1
	--

	FERTILIZER MATERIALS
	3100
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	0.0
	--

	PEPTONES, PROTEINS
	3504
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	19.8
	--

	WOOD IN THE ROUGH
	4403
	NO
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	0.0
	--

	HOOPWOOD, SPLIT POLE
	4404
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	0.0
	--

	WOODEN CASKS
	4416
	NO
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	0.0
	--

	BUILDERS JOINERY
	4418
	M2
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	0.0
	--

	ARTICLES OF WOOD
	4421
	NO
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	0.0
	--

	NEWSPRINT
	4801
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	7,197.0
	--

	COTTON, NOT CARDED
	5201
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	471.9
	--

	CARPETS, WOVEN
	5702
	MT
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	0.0
	--

	TRACTORS
	8701
	NO
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	10.0
	--

	DONATED ARTICLES
	9802
	NONE
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	|
	0.0
	0.0
	--

	Totals
	 
	MT
	81.4
	28,195.0
	768,865.4
	|
	768,865.4
	1,143,967.4
	48.79


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 29 January 2004 to 5 February 2004 and 22 January 2004 to 29 January 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

29 January 2004 To 5 February 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	200,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	227,100

metric tons
	64,000

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	175,000

metric tons
	55,500

metric tons
	207,300

metric tons
	56,300

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	45,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	58,500

metric tons
	37,700

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	45,000

metric tons
	30,000

metric tons
	51,500

metric tons
	48,000

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	10,000

metric tons
	9,000

metric tons
	19,900

metric tons
	26,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	63,100

metric tons
	
	31,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	25,200

metric tons
	36,300

metric tons
	5,100

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	300

running bales
	
	200

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	485,000 metric tons; 300 bales
	207,800

metric tons
	606,100 metric tons;200 bales
	269,500

 metric tons
	


	

22 January 2004 To 29 January 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	225,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	227,100

metric tons
	64,000

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	195,000

metric tons
	55,000

metric tons
	185,300

metric tons
	56,300

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	45,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	53,200

metric tons
	37,700

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	45,000

metric tons
	30,000

metric tons
	51,500

metric tons
	48,000

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	10,000

metric tons
	16,000

metric tons
	19,900

metric tons
	19,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	63,100

metric tons
	
	23,100

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	25,200

metric tons
	36,300

metric tons
	5,100

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	300

running bales
	
	200

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	530,000 metric tons; 300 bales
	214,300

metric tons
	630,000 metric tons;200 bales
	243,200

 metric tons
	


ASSOCIATED PRESS PROVIDES PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE STATEMENTS ABOUT CUBA- on 29 January 2004, New York, New York-based Associated Press reported answers to the following question from candidates for the nomination of the Democratic Party for President of the United States of America:  “What conditions, if any, would Cuba have to meet for you to favor dropping the embargo?”  The Honorable George W. Bush, President of the United States of America, informed The Associated Press that he would participate in the weekly issues survey commencing in February 2004.  President Bush’s position is to support existing United States commercial, economic, and political policies toward the Republic of Cuba.

	General Wesley Clark (retired; Arkansas): "I want to help bring democracy to the Cuban people, the only people in the Western Hemisphere who don't have democratic freedoms. That said, I will not take steps that reward Fidel Castro. In general, embargoes have not succeeded in bringing democracy. It was engagement and penetration that helped the peoples of Eastern Europe gain their freedom. If elected, I would work this problem with the leaders of the region, work it hard. As president, I would look at the circumstances at the time and then act." 

	The Honorable Dr. Howard Dean (former Governor of the State of Vermont): "The U.S. should move toward the eventual lifting of the trade embargo with Cuba. But Castro must not be rewarded for continued human rights violations. Before I will consider lifting the embargo, Castro must demonstrate a firmer commitment to human rights and take steps that promote the freedom that Cubans have so long been denied." 

	The Honorable John Edwards (United States Senator from North Carolina): "The goal of our policy in Cuba must be the promotion of democracy and human rights. I support sanctions that target Fidel Castro's regime but help the innocent Cuban people, allowing trade for food and medical supplies that help ease the horrible burdens they suffer. Full sanctions should not be lifted until Castro and his brutal regime are gone. At the same time, along with our allies, we must increase our support and assistance for dissidents and democracy advocates inside Cuba who are struggling to be free." 

	The Honorable John Kerry (United States Senator from Massachusetts): "I am not prepared to lay down conditions at this time for lifting the embargo, because I believe that we need a major review of U.S. policy toward Cuba. That review must be conducted with other countries in the region, with Cuban Americans, and, to the best of our abilities, those in Cuba who are fighting for greater political liberties." 

	The Honorable Dennis Kucinich (United States House of Representatives, 10th District, Ohio): "I strongly favor ending the embargo on Cuba. Our policy toward Cuba has created misery for the Cuban people and has harmed our own national interests. My administration will work to normalize relations with Cuba. This will include normal bilateral trade with Cuba. Farm communities throughout the U.S. are being denied a natural market in Cuba, and Americans are being denied products from Cuba. It will also restore the freedom to travel to Cuba. Our government's travel ban violates our own Constitution, which guarantees freedom of movement. As president I will work to repeal the Cuban Adjustment Act, which has encouraged smuggling and put lives at risk and has reinforced arbitrary and unequal immigration policies. I will pursue national security cooperation, rather than confrontation, with our Caribbean neighbor to the south. Lincoln said, 'The only way to eliminate an enemy is to make him your friend."' 

	The Honorable Joseph Lieberman (United States Senator from Connecticut): "I would drop the embargo if Castro steps down and a democratic government, selected by the people of Cuba, is allowed to rise. Fidel Castro's regime is unmatched in its oppression and implacable in opposing any hint of freedom and democracy." 

	Reverend Al Sharpton (New York, New York): "If we can trade with China and Russia and others, what is the difference in terms of policies in dealing with these countries?" 


GLOBALNET CORPORATION OF ILLINOIS PLANS SATELLITE TELEPHONE USAGE IN CUBA- On 7 January 2004, Lombard, Illinois-based GlobalNet Corporation (2003 revenues approximately US$100 million), reported that the company is seeking to use the GlobalStar LP satellite to provide satellite wireless telephone service for customers visiting or residing in the Republic of Cuba.  Currently, the government of the Republic of Cuba does not permit the importation of satellite wireless telephones.  However, representatives of media companies, among others, have imported satellite wireless telephones without authorization from the government of the Republic of Cuba.  

	GlobalNet Announces Exclusive Telephony Contract for Cuba

	CHICAGO--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Jan. 7, 2004--GlobalNet Corporation (OTCBB:GLBT) announced today that it has been awarded an exclusive contract for worldwide termination of voice and data mobile satellite telecommunications traffic originating in Cuba. The announcement comes on the heels of one made on Monday disclosing that it had received a coveted contract to service Iraq and another announcement just two weeks earlier confirming that GlobalNet had received the rights to service Libya.  The exclusive telecommunications contracts were granted to GlobalNet by Global Telesat Corp., a privately held company that owns the only satellite simplex applique situated anywhere in the world outside of the United States. It recently decided to commercialize this gateway applique.  

	The telephony contract covering the largest island in the Caribbean is expected to utilize a gateway located in Nicaragua. Like the Libya contract, approval of the U.S. Department of State will be required before full-fledged service can be initiated in Cuba.  

	In the meantime, though, it appears that GlobalNet can immediately begin servicing those stationed at the huge Guantanamo Bay Naval Base in Cuba without any further approvals because the facility is located on United States territory and can be serviced from a gateway situated in Puerto Pico, another U.S. territory. 

	GlobalNet believes that any new mobile telephone contract covering Cuba should be a windfall for its 11 million inhabitants because Cubacel, currently the only cellular operator there, purportedly charges 80 cents per minute to call from one cell phone to another, more than $2.00 per minute to call the United States, more than $4.00 per minute to call Europe, and more than $6.00 per minute to call other continents. Robert Thorell, the Chief Operations Officer at GlobalNet, commented, "it is obvious that there will be significant demand for a mobile telephone service in Cuba that charges only 50 cents per minute to call almost any destination in the world."  


Although GlobalNet Corporation would not require agreements with Republic of Cuba government-operated Telefonos Celulares de Cuba S.A. (Cubacel) or with Republic of Cuba government-operated Celulares del Caribe (C-COM), GlobalNet Corporation would require the authorization of Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa de Telecomunicaciones de Cuba S.A. (Etec S.A.), which Belgium-based Stet International (a subsidiary of Rome, Italy-based Telecom Italia), has a 29.29% interest.  ETECSA is a joint venture company operated by the Ministry of Communications of the Republic of Cuba which manages the national telephone system.  GlobalNet Corporation reported that the company would seek, when authorized by the United States Department of State, to establish sales and service agreements with Republic of Cuba-based third parties, including Cubacel and C-COM.  Currently, the government of the Republic of Cuba does not permit the use of satellite wireless telephones within the Republic of Cuba.

	Cubacel is a joint venture between Mexico-based Telecommunications Internacionales de Mexico (TIMSA) and Panama City, Panama-based UTISA (which is also controlled by the Ministry of Information and Communications of the Republic of Cuba).  Cubacel, which was established in 1991 and commenced operations in 1993, has a twenty-year exclusive contract to provide both analog cellular service within the 800 MHz band and digital cellular service within the 800 MHz band throughout the Republic of Cuba.  Cubacel operates with the GSM 1900 standard used in the United States.

	C-COM commenced operations in 2001 and is operating with Global System Mobile (GSM) 900/1800 standard (used on the European continent).  The shareholders in C-COM are Republic of Cuba government-operated Copextel S.A. (under the auspice of the Ministry of Information and Communications of the Republic of Cuba) and Republic of Cuba government-operated Cutisa S.A. (under the auspice of the Ministry of Information and Communications of the Republic of Cuba).  Madrid, Spain-based Telefonica Moviles Soluciones S.A. (a subsidiary of Madrid, Spain-based Telefonica S.A., 2003 revenues exceeded US$25 billion) has a technical assistance agreement with C-COM, whereby Telefonica Moviles Soluciones S.A. will train C-COM personnel, provide consultative services to C-COM, and provide other unspecified support to C-COM.  Telefonica and C-COM also have a roaming agreement.  C-COM reports that the company has roaming agreements with companies in France, the United Kingdom, Germany, Italy, and other unspecified countries on the European continent.    


	About GlobalNet Corporation

	GlobalNet Corporation, formerly known as iDial Networks, Inc., is one of the top ten U.S. service providers of outbound traffic to Latin America and counts among its customers more than 30 Tier 1 and Tier 2 carriers. GlobalNet provides international voice, data, fax and Internet services on a wholesale basis over a private IP network to international carriers and other communication service providers in the United States and internationally. The GlobalNet network consists of over 250 points of presence throughout the world and provides service to over 240 countries.  GlobalNet's state-of-the-art IP network, utilizing the convergence of voice and data networking, offers customers economical pricing, global reach and an intelligent platform that guarantees fast delivery of value-added services and applications.  More information may be obtained from our website at http://www.gbne.net.


On 9 August 2000, then-Walnut Creek, California-based Globalstar USA reported that the company had expanded coverage area to countries within The Americas and to countries within the Caribbean Sea-area.  Globalstar USA customers could access service coverage in seventy countries.  Globalstar USA is a wholly owned subsidiary of London, United Kingdom-based Vodafone AirTouch Plc (NYSE: VOD).  Separately, Globalstar USA confirmed that the company had applied to the Washington, D.C.-based Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and to the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., for authorization to include the Republic of Cuba for international roaming service.  Globalstar USA reported that the company had also applied to for service authorization to Etec S.A.

	Globalstar is the world's most widely-used handheld satellite phone service, providing high-quality, low-cost voice and data services to businesses, communities and individuals around the world.  Globalstar, which was established in 1991 and began commercial service in late 1999, currently offers service from virtually anywhere across over 100 countries, as well as from most territorial waters and several mid-ocean regions. Signals from a Globalstar phone or modem are received by the company's constellation of 48 Low Earth Orbiting (LEO) satellites and relayed to ground-based gateways, which then pass the call on to the terrestrial telephone network. 

	Globalstar is currently in the final phases of a financial restructuring, aimed at restoring financial health and stability to the company for the future. On February 15, 2002, Globalstar and certain of its subsidiaries filed voluntary petitions under Chapter 11 of Title 11 of the United States Code in the United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware. This action has had no significant impact on Globalstar service, and customers continue to receive that same high quality call service and level of support. Globalstar and its debtor subsidiaries remain in possession of their assets and properties, and they continue to operate their businesses as debtors-in-possession.  On November 20, 2003, The Court approved a plan between Globalstar and a new investor, Thermo Capital Partners, which will give Thermo an 81.25% ownership of a new company that will take control of Globalstar's assets and operations, in exchange for a cash investment of up to $43 million. The remaining 18.75% of the equity interests in the new company will be available to Globalstar for distribution to its creditors. Additionally, Globalstar's creditors will have the right to purchase additional equity interests in the new company for an aggregate ownership interest of up to 33.87%. 


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 15 January 2004 to 22 January 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

15 January 2004 To 22 January 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	225,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	227,100

metric tons
	64,000

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	195,000

metric tons
	55,000

metric tons
	185,300

metric tons
	45,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	45,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	53,200

metric tons
	37,700

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	45,000

metric tons
	30,000

metric tons
	51,500

metric tons
	48,000

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	10,000

metric tons
	16,000

metric tons
	19,900

metric tons
	19,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	71,900

metric tons
	
	23,100

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	6,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	30,100

metric tons
	5,100

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	700

running bales
	
	1,700

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	536,000 metric tons; 700 bales
	217,900

metric tons
	572,600 metric tons;1,700 bales
	243,200

 metric tons
	


VIETNAM REPORTS INCREASE IN 2003 RICE EXPORTS TO CUBA- The government of Vietnam-operated Vietnam Food Association (Vinafood) has reported that Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), purchased 7.75% (300,056 metric tons) of 2003 rice exports of 3.87 million metric tons, compared to 8.5% (275,627 metric tons) of 2002 rice exports of 3.23 million metric tons.  The government of Vietnam and the government of the People’s Republic of China provide Alimport with substantial financing for rice purchases.

	Rice Quality
	Metric Tons
	Payment Terms

	15% Broken
	38,200 metric tons
	720 days

	25% Broken
	261,856 metric tons
	720 days

	Total
	300,056 metric tons
	


In 2002, Alimport purchased 5% broken rice for use in the tourism sector and for sale at Republic of Cuba government-operated U.S. Dollar retail stores.  In 2003, Alimport did not purchase 5% broken rice.  Alimport purchases 25% broken rice for distribution to Republic of Cuba nationals through the national ration system (six pounds of rice per month for .25 Centavos (approximately US$.01) per pound.

	Year
	Vietnam Rice Exports To Cuba
	China Rice Exports To Cuba

	2003
	300,056 metric tons
	Not Yet Reported

	2002
	275,627 metric tons
	216,282 metric Tons

	2001
	286,928 metric Tons
	195,922 metric Tons

	2000
	166,774 metric Tons
	225,510 metric Tons

	1999
	150,000 metric Tons
	226,933 metric Tons


Rice is the favored staple of Republic of Cuba nationals and consumption is estimated at a minimum 700,000 metric tons annually.  The Republic of Cuba produces approximately 35% of rice requirements.  The government of the Republic of Cuba reported total rice production and imports were as follows, in metric tons:
	Year
	2003
	2002
	2001
	2000
	1999
	1998
	1997
	1996
	1995

	Imports
	387,654**
	547,123*
	482,850
	392,549
	448,787
	310,060
	290,564
	338,021
	335,938

	Production
	315,000
	307,000
	325,539
	305,897
	368,633
	280,412
	418,848
	368,616
	222,846

	Total
	702,654
	854,123
	777,086
	698,446
	817,420
	590,472
	709,412
	706,637
	558,784

	**Not including People’s Republic of China; including 87,598 metric tons of rice (generally 10% broken) reported as purchased from United States-based companies during the period 1 January 2003 to 30 November 2003 

	*Includes imports from Vietnam, People’s Republic of China, and 55,214 metric tons of rice (generally 10% broken) reported as purchased from United States-based companies


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 8 January 2004 to 15 January 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

8 January 2004 To 15 January 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	200,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	227,100

metric tons
	64,000

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	175,000

metric tons
	65,000

metric tons
	185,300

metric tons
	45,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	45,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	53,200

metric tons
	37,700

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	45,000

metric tons
	45,000

metric tons
	51,500

metric tons
	32,400

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	15,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	8,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	71,900

metric tons
	
	23,100

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	6,000

metric tons
	22,500

metric tons
	30,100

metric tons
	2,600

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	700

running bales
	
	1,700

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	491,000 metric tons; 700 bales
	249,400

metric tons
	567,600 metric tons;1,700 bales
	214,100

 metric tons
	


US$36.7 MILLION IS LARGEST MONTH SINCE COMMENCEMENT OF TSRA EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of November 2003 was US$37,083,161.00, of which US$36,785,979.00 consisted of agricultural products and food products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  NOTE: The value of agricultural products and food products exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in September 2002 was US$14,131,180.00, of which US$233,531.00 consisted of items for use at the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, held in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 to 30 September 2002.  Thus, the total value of TSRA-related exports in September 2002 was US$13,897,649.00.  

	In June 2002, Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million (actual US$138,634,784.00) and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million (actual US$222,151,518.00 through November 2003).


The government of the Republic of Cuba imported (not including transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees) from throughout the world, including from the United States, approximately US$553,030,268 in agricultural products and food products in 2002, compared with approximately US$532,010,554.00 in 2001, and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  NOTE: Inclusion of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees, and continually presenting multi-year cumulative values in data is misleading, as the actual cost of goods sold remains the meaningful value to be disseminated.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, among other products as “agricultural products.”  

	The United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, as agricultural products.  The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and all agricultural products in calculating TSRA-authorized exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2002
	2003
	% Change
	2002
	2003
	% Change

	January
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68

	February
	US$13,731,785.00
	US$9,036,856.00
	-34.19
	US$23,655,706.00
	US$25,876,117.00
	+9.39

	March
	US$7,889,428.00
	US$17,508,552.00
	+121
	US$31,545,134.00
	US$44,213,092.00
	+40.15

	April
	US$17,770,491.00
	US$24,574,122.00
	+38.29
	US$49,315,625.00
	US$67,913,791.00
	+37.71

	May
	US$5,910,431.00
	US$21,260,422.00
	+259.71
	US$54,960,794.00
	US$89,174,213.00
	+62.25

	June
	US$17,943,951.00
	US$12,915,745.00
	-28.02
	US$73,170,007.00
	US$102,089,958.00
	+39.52

	July
	US$7,479,691.00
	US$22,384,035.00
	+199.26
	US$80,649,698.00
	US$124,473,993.00
	+54.34

	August
	US$10,727,270.00
	US$12,802,131.00
	+19.34
	US$91,376,968.00
	US$137,276,124.00
	+50.23

	September
	US$14,131,180.00
	US$18,928,430.00
	+33.95%
	US$105,508,148.00
	US$156,204,554.00
	+48.05

	October
	US$10,727,270.00
	US$23,721,360.00
	+121.13%
	US$91,376,968.00
	US$179,925,914.00
	+96.91

	November
	US$20,814,160.00
	US$35,816,182.00
	+72.08%
	US$130,318,850.00
	US$215,742,096.00
	+65.55%


NOTE: The actual value of agricultural products and food products exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in September 2003 was US$22,427,963.00; and in September 2002 was US$14,131,180.00, of which US$233,531.00 consisted of items for use at the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, held in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 to 30 September 2002.  Thus, the total value of TSRA-related exports in September 2002 was US$13,897,649.00.  

	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2001
	2002
	% Change
	2001
	2002
	% Change

	December
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$8,315,934.00
	+92.55
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$138,634,784.00
	+3,109.95


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the TSRA was reported in December 2001.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2003-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	December 2003
	Not Yet Reported
	Not Yet Reported

	November 2003
	US$36,785,979.00
	27th (of 224)

	October 2003
	US$23,786,274.00
	40th (of 223)

	September 2003
	US$22,427,963.00
	33rd (of 223)

	August 2003
	US$13,503,804.00
	49th (of 223)

	July 2003
	US$22,542,081.00
	35th (of 220)

	June 2003
	US$13,036,149.00
	41st (of 218)

	May 2003
	US$21,260,422.00
	32nd (of 217)

	April 2003
	US$24,574,122.00
	29th (of 216)

	March 2003
	US$17,508,552.00
	38th (of 182)

	February 2003
	US$9,887,911.00
	49th (of 206) 

	January 2003
	US$16,839,261.00
	40th (of 197)

	     Sub-Total 2003
	US$222,151,518.00 (January-November)
	37th  (of 223)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00 (January-December)
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,31,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$365,105,208.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	November 2003
	Year-To-Date

	0102100010
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy male
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$3,000.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$203,629.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$173,600.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Miami, FL*
	
	US$217,600.00

	0102100030
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding except dairy male
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$4,600.00

	0102100050
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding except dairy female
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$18,200.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Norfolk, VA
	US$231,000.00
	US$359,291.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	US$163,779.00
	US$1,248,969.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$816,719.00
	US$6,619,558.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$1,775,191.00
	US$15,659,930.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$54,600.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL*
	US$46,890.00
	US$666,222.00

	020710025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$300,839.00

	027140045
	chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, feet (paws) 
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$624,274.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$206,000.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	US$1,572,880.00
	US$3,330,564.00

	0217140050
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$2,821,913.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, other
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$92,140.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$167,570.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$520,617.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$471,799.00

	0207270050
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,321.00

	0405900000
	Fats and oils derived from milk, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$349,909.00
	US$662,515.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$30,606.00

	0304205005
	Halibut fillets, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,615.00

	0304208600
	Fish fillets, nesoi, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$17,431.00

	0306144010
	King crabs, nesoi, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,840.00

	0307490010
	Squid fillets, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,079.00

	0307590000
	Octopus, frozen, dried, salted or in brine
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$5,443.00

	0401300000
	Milk & cream, not concntrd/swtn, fat content ov 6%
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$21,467.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$48,000.00

	0405900000
	Fats and oils derived from milk, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$16,650.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$307,829.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$464,635.00

	0713322000
	Small red (adzuki) beans, except seed drd, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	US$7,814.00
	US$7,814.00

	0713322000
	Small red (adzuki) beans, except seed drd, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$76,400.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	US$177,792.00
	US$177,792.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$15,542.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	US$8,600.00
	US$7,400.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$62,400.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$3,941.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$824,000.00

	0801110000
	Coconuts, desiccated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,080.00

	0806100000
	Grapes, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	US$3,288.00
	US$3,288.00

	0806100000
	Grapes, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	US$24,282.00
	US$29,290.00

	0806200000
	Grapes, dried (including raisins)
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$43,104.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	US$137,899.00
	US$495,302.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	US$9,942.00
	US$266,726.00

	0808200000
	Pears and quinces, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	US$15,292.00
	US$18,771.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$51,833.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$7,108,799.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except see, nesoi
	Port Arthur, TX
	
	US$7,533,190.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except see, nesoi
	Houston, TX
	US$4,574,791.00
	US$13,689,187.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 2 except seed
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$519,214.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 2 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,921,660.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,441,000.00
	US$26,301,442.00

	1006100000
	Rice In The Husk (Paddy Or Rough)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$5,104,078.00

	1006204020
	Rice, Long Grain, Husked (Brown)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,990.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	Tampa, FL
	US$40,800.00
	US$183,759.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$4,574,675.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$8,561.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$884,625.00

	1103110020
	Groats and meal of wheat, semolina
	Pembina, ND
	
	US$60,325.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Mobile, AL*
	US$5,003,400.00
	US$8,491,238.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$14,739,480.00

	1208100000
	Flours and meals of soybeans
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$277,375.00

	1208100000
	Flours and meals of soybeans
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$3,351,000.00
	US$3,351,000.00

	1209300080
	Seeds herb plants prncply flowers, for sowng, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	US$6,606.00
	US$6,606.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$7,207,247.00
	US$21,946,727.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$2,193,000.00
	US$11,764,730.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL**
	US$175,350.00
	US$175,350.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$43,387.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$16,584,660.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL**
	US$8,638.00
	US$38,154.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem. modified
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$67,533.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$103,924.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$62,700.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL
	US$78,505.00
	US$381,375.00

	1601000090
	Sausages & similar prdcts. Other than poultry, Othr
	Miami, FL
	
	US$31,500.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$24,008.00

	1702905000
	Sug/syrup nt flav/colr nesoi; artfl honey; caraml
	Tampa, FL
	US$9,449.00
	US$9,449.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$77,582.00

	
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$4,111.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Miami, FL
	
	US$32,536.00

	1901909085
	Food preps, wheat-flour soya blends
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$290,171.00

	1901909085
	Food preps, wheat-flour soya blends
	Houston, TX
	US$5,886,350.00
	US$5,886,350.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$151,991.00

	1905909030
	Corn chips and similar crisp savory snack foods
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$7,182.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$259,577.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL**
	US$127,190.00
	US$709,172.00

	2005400000
	Peas (pisum sativum) prep/prep nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4.071.00

	2005590000
	Beans, not shelled, prep/pres nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$2,624.00

	2005800000
	Sweet corn, prepared/preserved nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,274.00

	2005906550
	Prepared/preserved vegetables, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$5,462.00

	2008924000
	Mix of fruit, nuts, etc nesoi otherwise prep/pres
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,910.00

	2103202000
	Tomato Ketchup
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,033.00

	2103204000
	Tomato Sauces
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$67,523.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$83,283.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL
	US$34,994.00
	US$184,870.00

	2104100040 
	Soups, broths and preparations therof, dried
	Mobile, AL*
	US$12,011.00
	US$12,011.00

	2104100040 
	Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$22,632.00

	2105000010
	Ice cream, whether or not containing cocoa
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$73,000.00

	2105000010
	Ice cream, whether or not containing cocoa
	Miami, FL**
	US$73,000.00
	US$73,000.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$420,687.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$106,246.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$108,123.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, canned
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$62,162.00

	2202100020
	Carbonated soft drinks, contng aspartame/saccharin
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$67,200.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$7,776.00
	US$20,088.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL**
	US$27,019.00
	US$34,795.00

	2202100060
	Waters incl mineral & aerated, swtnd/flavord nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$27,000.00

	2204100000
	Sparkling wine of fresh grapes
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$2,522.00

	2204214000
	Sparkling wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs 2l or less
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$21,040.00

	2204290020
	Sparkling wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs ov 2 liters
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$57,688.00

	2208200000
	Grape brandy
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$2,716.00

	2208306020
	Whiskies, bourbon, containers not over 4 liters ea
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$42,940.00

	2208600000
	Vodka
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$15,624.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$21,473,027.00

	2835250000
	Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$1,368,240.00

	3004200060
	Medicaments contain other antibiotics, nesoi
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$9,416.00

	3504001000
	Protein Isolates
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$40,194.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$58,711.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$63,663.00

	4403200065
	Wood in the rough, coniferous, not treated, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$82,503.00

	4404100095
	Hoopwood/split pole/chipwood/wd stck etc coniferus
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$2,916.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used
	Tampa, FL
	US$48,741.00
	US$256,998.00

	4418200060
	Doors and their frames, thresholds, of wood
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,912.00

	4418400000
	Formwork (shuttering) for concrete construction wood
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$46,069.00

	4421904500
	Wood blinds, shutters, screens and shades
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,232.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Tampa, FL
	US$940,722.00
	US$4,415,655.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$24,600.00

	4818900000
	Bed sheets & simlr household/hospital art ppr
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$291,393.00

	4901990050
	Technical, scientific and professional books
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$23,894.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$42,960.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$21,398.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$133,695.00
	US$440,769.00

	5702590000
	Carpets, etc othr tex mat, wov, not pile/made-up/tuft
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$3,189.00

	7308300000
	Drs, wndws a frms a thrshlds fr drs, iron or steel
	Ogdensburg, NY
	
	US$60,000.00

	7308909090
	Structures and parts etc nesoi iron or steel
	Mobile, AL
	US$91,990.00
	US$91,990.00

	8412809000
	Engines and motors
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$49,990.00

	8431491010
	Pts of ovhead travl, transpt, gatry, brge, jib cranes
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$210,950.00

	8701901035
	Trcts, agri use, new, pto (44.8-59.7 kw)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$34,658.00

	8703230020
	Vehicles, nesoi, new, eng (1500-3000 cc) le 4cyl
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$25,000.00

	9022902000
	High tension generators, desks, chair, etc.
	Miami, FL**
	
	US$85,300.00

	9506910000
	Gymnasium, or oth exercise articles & equip & pts
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$203,746.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$43,045.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	US$19,666.00
	US$41,664.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$366,822.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated 
	Miami, FL**
	US$58,286.00
	US$136,746.00

	9802300000
	All wearing apparel, donated for relief/charity
	Miami, FL**
	US$3,143.00
	US$6,776.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$327,274.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$158,747.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$12,000.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Miami, FL**
	US$124,097.00
	US$1,544,156.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$37,083,161.00
	US$225,862,962.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include

Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.  **While the reporting district is Miami, Florida, the shipping port does not include Miami, Florida, but does include Jacksonville, Florida.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2003 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2003

	4901990070
	Hardbound books
	San Juan, PR
	US$3,307.00

	8524320000
	Laser disc for reproducing sound only
	Miami, FL
	US$3,076.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	New York, NY
	US$40,000.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$87,925.00

	9801001097
	Products of U.S. returned after being export, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$159,473.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$293,781.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN NOVEMBER 2003- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in November 2003 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2003 November Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of October 2003 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Soybean Oil
	US$9,584,235.00
	26.05%

	2
	Wheat-Flour-Soya Blends
	US$5,886,350.00
	16.00%

	3
	Soybeans
	US$5,003,400.00
	13.60%

	4
	Wheat
	US$4,574,791.00
	12.43%

	5
	Poultry (chicken)
	US$4,559,569.00
	12.39%

	6
	Soybean Flour/Meal
	US$3,351,000.00
	9.10%

	7
	Corn
	US$1,441,000.00
	3.91%

	8
	Newsprint
	US$940,722.00
	2.55%

	9
	Poultry (turkey)
	US$349,909.00
	.95%

	10
	Apples
	US$147,841.00
	.40%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$35,838,817.00
	97.42%


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 1 January 2004 to 8 January 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

1 January 2004 To 8 January 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	223,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	204,600

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	200,000

metric tons
	75,000

metric tons
	159,700

metric tons
	35,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	45,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	53,200

metric tons
	37,700

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	45,000

metric tons
	45,000

metric tons
	51,500

metric tons
	32,400

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	15,000

metric tons
	18,000

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	8,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	71,900

metric tons
	
	23,100

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	6,000

metric tons
	22,500

metric tons
	30,100

metric tons
	2,600

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	700

running bales
	
	1,700

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	539,000 metric tons; 700 bales
	257,400

metric tons
	519,500 metric tons;1,700 bales
	188,500

 metric tons
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