U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, Inc.

30 Rockefeller Plaza • New York, New York 10112-0002

Telephone (212) 246-1444 • Facsimile (212) 246-2345 • E-mail: council@cubatrade.org

Internet: http://www.cubatrade.org


2003 Commercial Highlights
A sampling of some United States-based companies and their direct and indirect commercial relationships with non-United States-based companies that have commercial relationships with entities within the Republic of Cuba; and United States-based companies and their direct and indirect commercial relationships with entities within the Republic of Cuba; and other commercial relationships and commercially-relevant matters.

TWO MEMBERS OF UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VISIT CUBA- The Honorable Lincoln Davis (D- Tennessee, 4th District) and The Honorable Bart Gordon (D- Tennessee, 6th District) visited the Republic of Cuba from 18 December 2003 to 21 December 2003.  Representative Davis is a member of the Committee of Agriculture of the United States House of Representatives.

	Members Of The United States Congress Visiting The Republic Of Cuba In 2003

	United States Senate
	United States House of Representatives

	February 2003

Maria Cantwell (D- Washington)

Kent Conrad (D- North Dakota)

April 2003

Tom Harkin (D- Iowa)

September 2003

Max Baucus (D- Montana)

Norman Coleman (R- Minnesota)
October 2003

Evan Bayh (D- Indiana)


	January 2003

Steven Lynch (D- Massachusetts)

Maurice Hinchey (D- New York)

Sam Farr (D- California)

February 2003

Sam Farr (D- California)

Jim Kolbe (R- Arizona)

Jim Davis (D- Florida)

March 2003

Jo Ann Emerson (R- Missouri)

Dennis Rehberg (R- Montana)

C.L. “Butch” Otter (R- Idaho)

Jeff Flake (R- Arizona)

John Tanner (D- Tennessee)

Nita M. Lowey (D- New York)

Dennis Moore (D- Kansas)

William D. Delahunt (D- Massachusetts)

James McGovern (D- Massachusetts)

Leonard Boswell (D- Iowa)

May 2003

Leonard Boswell (D- Iowa)

September 2003

Dennis Rehberg (R- Montana)

December 2003

Lincoln Davis (D- Tennessee)

Bart Gordon (D- Tennessee)


GOVERNOR OF KANSAS AND ALIMPORT SIGN “CONDITIONAL” TRADE AGREEMENT- On 9 December 2003, The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Governor of the State of Kansas, signed an agreement with Mr. Pedro Alvarez Borrego, chairman and chief executive officer of Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).  Governor Sebelius did not visit the Republic of Cuba.  The agreement stipulates that the government of the State of Kansas will “encourage” a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba and Alimport “expresses its willingness” to purchase US$10 million in agricultural products and food products from Kansas-based companies under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	Joint Communiqué

between

The Kansas State Government of the United States of America

and

The Empresa Comercializadora de Alimentos

The Kansas State Government acknowledges Cuba as a potential market for Kansas agricultural products, including but not limited to, wheat, flour, beef, pork, soybean meal, and milk products.

The Kansas State Government recognizes the Empresa Comercializadora de Alimentos (hereinafter referred to as Alimport) as the registered Cuban corporation that is Cuba’s single largest importer of food supplies.

The Kansas State Government further acknowledges that the United States Congress approved lifting of certain trade restrictions with Cuba in 2001, and since that time, Alimport has steadily increased its food and agricultural purchases from American suppliers, including Kansas hard red winter wheat and flour, and has indicated interest in increasing its business operations with the United States and U.S. companies, including Kansas companies.
The Kansas State Government acknowledges that Alimport has consistently expressed its desire for normalized relations between Cuba and the United States.

This Joint Communiqué is entered into and between the Kansas State Government of the USA and Alimport of Cuba.  The Kansas State Government and Alimport, in the spirit of understanding and cooperation, are mutually desirous of strengthening friendship and trade relations.  For this reason, Alimport expresses its willingness to negotiate and sign contracts with Kansas-based companies at a value of 10,000,000 U.S. dollars for the supply of agricultural commodities and processed foods.

The Kansas State Government agrees to promote business opportunities in the Cuban market among the Kansas business community and identify Kansas-based suppliers who are ready to join future missions of trade to Cuba, organized by the Kansas State Government, in order to sign sales agreements in the course of their visit or on future occasions.

The Kansas State Government further agrees to continue to encourage the Kansas congressional delegation in its continued vote in favor of the repeal of the existing trade and travel restrictions applied to Cuba and the normalization of relations between the United States and Cuba.

The Kansas State Government agrees to help secure visas for its Alimport guests in their travel to Kansas.

The undersigned recognize that their execution of this Joint Communiqué does not represent a firm commitment to transact any business deals.

KANSAS STATE GOVERNMENT


            ALIMPORT

____________________________



_____________________________

Kathleen Sebelius, Governor



             Pedro Alvarez Borrego








Chairman & CEO










Alimport


Alimport seems to have placed a value of US$10 million on agreements signed with United States-based entities that agree to “support” or “encourage” or have the “intention” for a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba; and visits by certain (defined as supporting a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba) members of the United States Congress have also resulted in agreements with Alimport. 

	The Honorable Max Baucus (D- Montana) and The Honorable Denny Rehberg (R- Montana, At-Large) visited the Republic of Cuba from 12 September 2003 to 15 September 2003 with a delegation including representatives of seven Montana-based agricultural commodity companies.  Both Senator Baucus and Representative Rehberg previously visited the Republic of Cuba.  Alimport agreed to purchase, by March 2004, approximately US$10 million in agricultural products and food products from Montana-based companies.

	In the fourth quarter of 2003, representatives of Indianapolis, Indiana-based Indiana Farm Bureau and Palmetto, Florida-based Port Manatee signed non-binding memorandums of understanding with Alimport which, according to two Members of the United States House of Representatives, The Honorable Peter Deutsch (D- Florida, 20th District) and The Honorable Robert Menendez (D- New Jersey, 13th District), require the Indiana Farm Bureau and Port Manatee to advocate a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba in exchange for commercial relations with Alimport.  On 8 December 2003, Messrs, Deutsch and Menendez introduced legislation (H.R. 3670).  Subsequently, Port Manatee removed language from their agreement which was objectionable to Representatives Deutsch and Menendez.   

	Anti-Communist Cooperation Act of 2003 (Introduced in House)
108th CONGRESS

1st Session
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to impose a 100 percent tax on amounts received from trading with Cuba if the trading is conditioned explicitly or otherwise on lobbying Congress to lift trade or travel restrictions on Cuba. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. DEUTSCH (for himself and Mr. MENENDEZ) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Ways and Means 

A BILL

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to impose a 100 percent tax on amounts received from trading with Cuba if the trading is conditioned explicitly or otherwise on lobbying Congress to lift trade or travel restrictions on Cuba. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the `Anti-Communist Cooperation Act of 2003'. 

SEC. 2. 100 PERCENT TAX ON AMOUNTS RECEIVED BY CERTAIN PERSONS FROM TRADING WITH CUBA. 

(a) IN GENERAL- Subtitle D of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by inserting after chapter 44 the following new chapter:

`CHAPTER 45--TAX ON AMOUNTS RECEIVED BY CERTAIN PERSONS FROM TRADING WITH CUBA

`Sec. 4986. Imposition of tax. 

`SEC. 4986. IMPOSITION OF TAX. 

`(a) IN GENERAL- There is hereby imposed on any United States person a tax of 100 percent of the amount received by such person directly or indirectly from the sale, lease, or licensing of property or services for consumption or use in Cuba if there is an agreement or understanding that such person will directly or indirectly lobby Congress to lift trade or travel restrictions on Cuba.

`(b) ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS- 

`(1) PAYMENTS TAXED ONLY ONCE- Gross income shall not include any payment on which tax is imposed by subsection (a).

`(2) OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS- For purposes of subtitle F, any tax imposed by this section shall be treated as a tax imposed by subtitle A.'

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT- The table of chapters for subtitle D is amended by inserting after the item relating to chapter 44 the following new item:

`Chapter 45. Tax on amounts received by certain persons from trading with Cuba.' 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE- The amendments made by this section shall apply to amounts received after the date of the enactment of this Act.


An increasing number executives of United States-based companies that have exported or seek to export food and agricultural products to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the TSRA report that they, the companies, are receiving increased pressure from representatives of Alimport to be “more public” and “more forceful” about their opposition to United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba.  Executives of United States-based companies report that representatives of Alimport have decreased purchases from United States-based companies whose “commitment” to a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba is suspect; or have stated that products would be sourced from those United States-based companies that “support our position.”

USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 4 December 2003 to 1 January 2004 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

25 December 2003 To 1 January 2004

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	198,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	204,600

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	205,000

metric tons
	70,000

metric tons
	135,600

metric tons
	35,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	45,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	53,200

metric tons
	37,700

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	65,000

metric tons
	40,000

metric tons
	31,500

metric tons
	32,400

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	15,000

metric tons
	18,000

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	8,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	71,900

metric tons
	
	23,100

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	16,700

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	19,300

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	700

running bales
	
	1,700

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	549,700 metric tons; 700 bales
	249,900

metric tons
	464,600 metric tons;1,700 bales
	185,900

 metric tons
	


	

18 December 2003 To 25 December 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	223,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	181,400

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	205,000

metric tons
	65,000

metric tons
	135,600

metric tons
	35,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	45,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	53,200

metric tons
	37,700

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	65,000

metric tons
	40,000

metric tons
	31,500

metric tons
	32,400

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	15,000

metric tons
	18,000

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	8,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	71,900

metric tons
	
	23,100

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	16,700

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	19,300

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	700

running bales
	
	1,700

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	574,700 metric tons; 700 bales
	244,900

metric tons
	441,400 metric tons;100 bales
	185,900

 metric tons
	


	

11 December 2003 To 18 December 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	173,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	181,400

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Wheat

(Soft Red Winter)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	165,000

metric tons
	65,000

metric tons
	135,600

metric tons
	35,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	30,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	53,200

metric tons
	37,700

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	65,000

metric tons
	40,000

metric tons
	31,500

metric tons
	32,400

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	15,000

metric tons
	18,000

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	8,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	71,900

metric tons
	
	23,100

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	16,700

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	19,300

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	400

running bales
	
	1,700

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	467,700 metric tons;400 bales
	244,900

metric tons
	441,400 metric tons;1,700 bales
	185,900

 metric tons
	


	

4 December 2003 To 11 December 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	148,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	155,800

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	45,000

metric tons
	65,000

metric tons
	135,600

metric tons
	35,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	15,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	53,200

metric tons
	37,700

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	35,000

metric tons
	40,000

metric tons
	31,500

metric tons
	32,400

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	18,000

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	8,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	79,900

metric tons
	
	23,100

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	13,800

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	16,200

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	
	
	1,700

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	256,800

metric tons
	252,900

metric tons
	412,700 metric tons;1,700 bales
	185,900

 metric tons
	


GULFSTREAM AIR CHARTER UPDATES CUBA CARGO SERVICE INFORMATION- Dania, Florida-based Gulfstream Air Charter, a subsidiary of Dania, Florida-based Gulfstream International Airlines (2002 revenues approximately US$100 million) has established new guidelines for air cargo service from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.  

	Houston, Texas-based Continental Airlines (2002 revenues exceeded US$8 billion) has a 28% interest in Gulfstream International Airlines.  Gulfstream International Airlines has a Carrier Service Provider (CSP) license and a Travel Service Provider (TSP) license from the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., which authorize the transportation of passengers and cargo between the United States and the Republic of Cuba and the provision of travel-related services for authorized travelers.


	Gulfstream International Airlines Air Cargo Service

	Cargo Service:  Gulfstream transports cargo and human remains between Miami International Airport and Havana, Jose Martí International Airport.  The cargo and remains must qualify as “known shipper” cargo under TSA and FAA regulations.

	Flight Schedule: Gulfstream currently operates five (5) weekly Boeing 737 passenger flights and cargo flights between Miami, Florida-based Miami International Airport and Havana, Republic of Cuba-based Jose Martí International Airport.

	Known Shipper Qualification:  There are specific TSA and FAA guidelines which must be met to qualify cargo as coming from a known shipper and they include but are not limited to: Cargo must come from a source known and approved by Gulfstream, and cargo must be delivered directly from the shipper to Gulfstream and or its agents.  Contact Gulfstream for further details regarding qualifying your cargo as known shipper.

	Cargo Delivery:  Gulfstream personnel will receive cargo one of its facilities in Miami depending on the type, quantity, and weight of the cargo.

	Pricing:  Gulfstream charges a documentation fee of US$25.00 per Air Waybill and an additional US$25.00 per SED, if required.  There is a 50-pound minimum charge and the rate per pound varies depending on the type, weight, and bulk of the cargo.  Volume discounts are offered on large single shipments and for frequent shippers.

	Contact Information:  
Mrs. Mildred Diaz, Vice President, Gulfstream Air Charter, Inc.; 545 NW 42nd Ave.; Miami, FL 33126; Telephone: (305) 428-2828; Facsimile: (305) 459-0005


U.S. COMPANIES REPORT PRESSURE BY ALIMPORT TO OPPOSE U.S. POLICY TOWARDS CUBA- An increasing number executives of United States-based companies that have exported or seek to export food and agricultural products to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose, report that they, the companies, are receiving increased pressure from representatives of Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), to be “more public” and “more forceful” about their opposition to United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba.  Executives of United States-based companies report that representatives of Alimport have decreased purchases from those whose “commitment” is suspect; or have stated that products would be sourced from those United States-based companies that “support our position.”

	Recently, representatives of Indianapolis, Indiana-based Indiana Farm Bureau and Palmetto, Florida-based Port Manatee signed non-binding memorandums of understanding with Alimport which, according to two Members of the United States House of Representatives, The Honorable Peter Deutsch (D- Florida, 20th District) and The Honorable Robert Menendez (D- New Jersey, 13th District), require the Indiana Farm Bureau and Port Manatee to advocate a change in United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba in exchange for commercial relations with Alimport.  On 8 December 2003, Messrs, Deutsch and Menendez introduced the following legislation (H.R. 3670): 

	Anti-Communist Cooperation Act of 2003 (Introduced in House)
108th CONGRESS
1st Session
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to impose a 100 percent tax on amounts received from trading with Cuba if the trading is conditioned explicitly or otherwise on lobbying Congress to lift trade or travel restrictions on Cuba. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. DEUTSCH (for himself and Mr. MENENDEZ) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Ways and Means 

A BILL

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to impose a 100 percent tax on amounts received from trading with Cuba if the trading is conditioned explicitly or otherwise on lobbying Congress to lift trade or travel restrictions on Cuba. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the `Anti-Communist Cooperation Act of 2003'. 

SEC. 2. 100 PERCENT TAX ON AMOUNTS RECEIVED BY CERTAIN PERSONS FROM TRADING WITH CUBA. 

(a) IN GENERAL- Subtitle D of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by inserting after chapter 44 the following new chapter:

`CHAPTER 45--TAX ON AMOUNTS RECEIVED BY CERTAIN PERSONS FROM TRADING WITH CUBA

`Sec. 4986. Imposition of tax. 

`SEC. 4986. IMPOSITION OF TAX. 

`(a) IN GENERAL- There is hereby imposed on any United States person a tax of 100 percent of the amount received by such person directly or indirectly from the sale, lease, or licensing of property or services for consumption or use in Cuba if there is an agreement or understanding that such person will directly or indirectly lobby Congress to lift trade or travel restrictions on Cuba.

`(b) ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS- 

`(1) PAYMENTS TAXED ONLY ONCE- Gross income shall not include any payment on which tax is imposed by subsection (a).

`(2) OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS- For purposes of subtitle F, any tax imposed by this section shall be treated as a tax imposed by subtitle A.'

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT- The table of chapters for subtitle D is amended by inserting after the item relating to chapter 44 the following new item:

`Chapter 45. Tax on amounts received by certain persons from trading with Cuba.' 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE- The amendments made by this section shall apply to amounts received after the date of the enactment of this Act.


DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER CONFIRMS THAT TSRA PURCHASES HAVE “POLITICAL PURPOSE”- On 21 November 2003, H.E. Angel Dalmau Fernandez, a Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs (MINREX) of the Republic of Cuba, stated that purchases using the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose, from United States-based companies since November 2001 made by Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), had a “political component” with the “objective of defeating the North American blockade.”  On 24 November 2003, MINREX issued the following statement (published in Republic of Cuba government-operated Granma, a daily newspaper) disavowing the statements made by Minister Dalmau.

	El pasado viernes 21 de noviembre, un cable de la agencia France Presse transmitido desde La Habana informó que el funcionario cubano de Relaciones Exteriores Ángel Dalmau dijo, en una entrevista concedida a la misma, que "en este momento cada compra de alimentos que realizamos en Estados Unidos tiene un contenido político con el objetivo de derrocar el bloqueo norteamericano". Dicho cable añadió otras consideraciones a partir de la respuesta del entrevistado. 

	Deseamos aclarar que este funcionario, aunque actuó de buena fe, no está autorizado para hacer declaraciones de este tipo sobre el tema en cuestión, que además no interpretan correctamente los objetivos del Gobierno de Cuba en la compra en Estados Unidos de una parte de los alimentos que necesitaba nuestro país, a partir de los grandes daños ocasionados por el huracán Michelle, y en virtud de una ley llena de limitaciones y restricciones aprobada por el Congreso de Estados Unidos en años recientes tras vencer enormes obstáculos.

	Estas compras en realidad surgieron de una situación imprevista y ante una posibilidad limitada y precaria. El objetivo de nuestra política, más allá del cese de un bloqueo cruel y absurdo que dura ya casi medio siglo y al cual se opone la inmensa mayoría de los países del mundo, es el establecimiento de relaciones tanto económicas como científicas y culturales mutuamente convenientes para ambos pueblos, así como el absoluto respeto a la independencia, la soberanía plena y la dignidad del pueblo cubano, un derecho que ha sabido ganarse con su resistencia invencible y su heroísmo incomparable frente a la potencia más poderosa que ha existido en la historia.


121% INCREASE IN OCTOBER 2003 AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of October 2003 was US$24,418,068.00, of which US$23,786,274.00 consisted of agricultural products and food products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  NOTE: The value of agricultural products and food products exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in September 2002 was US$14,131,180.00, of which US$233,531.00 consisted of items for use at the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, held in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 to 30 September 2002.  Thus, the total value of TSRA-related exports in September 2002 was US$13,897,649.00.  

	In June 2002, Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million.  


The government of the Republic of Cuba imported (not including transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees) from throughout the world, including from the United States, approximately US$553,030,268 in agricultural products and food products in 2002, compared with approximately US$532,010,554.00 in 2001, and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  NOTE: Inclusion of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees, and continually presenting multi-year cumulative values in data is misleading, as the actual cost of goods sold remains the meaningful value to be disseminated.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, among other products as “agricultural products.”  

	The United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, as agricultural products.  The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and all agricultural products in calculating TSRA-authorized exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2002
	2003
	% Change
	2002
	2003
	% Change

	January
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68

	February
	US$13,731,785.00
	US$9,036,856.00
	-34.19
	US$23,655,706.00
	US$25,876,117.00
	+9.39

	March
	US$7,889,428.00
	US$17,508,552.00
	+121
	US$31,545,134.00
	US$44,213,092.00
	+40.15

	April
	US$17,770,491.00
	US$24,574,122.00
	+38.29
	US$49,315,625.00
	US$67,913,791.00
	+37.71

	May
	US$5,910,431.00
	US$21,260,422.00
	+259.71
	US$54,960,794.00
	US$89,174,213.00
	+62.25

	June
	US$17,943,951.00
	US$12,915,745.00
	-28.02
	US$73,170,007.00
	US$102,089,958.00
	+39.52

	July
	US$7,479,691.00
	US$22,384,035.00
	+199.26
	US$80,649,698.00
	US$124,473,993.00
	+54.34

	August
	US$10,727,270.00
	US$12,802,131.00
	+19.34
	US$91,376,968.00
	US$137,276,124.00
	+50.23

	September
	US$14,131,180.00
	US$18,928,430.00
	+33.95%
	US$105,508,148.00
	US$156,204,554.00
	+48.05

	October
	US$10,727,270.00
	US$23,721,360.00
	+121.13%
	US$91,376,968.00
	US$179,925,914.00
	+96.91


NOTE: The actual value of agricultural products and food products exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in September 2003 was US$22,427,963.00; and in September 2002 was US$14,131,180.00, of which US$233,531.00 consisted of items for use at the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, held in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 to 30 September 2002.  Thus, the total value of TSRA-related exports in September 2002 was US$13,897,649.00.  

	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2001
	2002
	% Change
	2001
	2002
	% Change

	December
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$8,315,934.00
	+92.55
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$138,634,784.00
	+3,109.95


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the TSRA was reported in December 2001.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2003-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	December 2003
	Not Yet Reported
	Not Yet Reported

	November 2003
	Not Yet Reported
	Not Yet Reported

	October 2003
	US$23,786,274.00
	40th (of 223)

	September 2003
	US$22,427,963.00
	33rd (of 223)

	August 2003
	US$13,503,804.00
	49th (of 223)

	July 2003
	US$22,542,081.00
	35th (of 220)

	June 2003
	US$13,036,149.00
	41st (of 218)

	May 2003
	US$21,260,422.00
	32nd (of 217)

	April 2003
	US$24,574,122.00
	29th (of 216)

	March 2003
	US$17,508,552.00
	38th (of 182)

	February 2003
	US$9,887,911.00
	49th (of 206) 

	January 2003
	US$16,839,261.00
	40th (of 197)

	     Sub-Total 2003
	US$185,366,539.00 (January-October)
	37th  (of 223)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00 (January-December)
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$328,320,229.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	October 2003
	Year-To-Date

	0102100010
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy male
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$3,000.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$203,629.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$173,600.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Miami, FL*
	
	US$217,600.00

	0102100030
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding except dairy male
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$4,600.00

	0102100050
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding except dairy female
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$18,200.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Norfolk, VA
	US$64,000.00.00
	US$128,291.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	US$431,539.00
	US$1,085,190.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$483,075.00
	US$5,802,839.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$1,641,460.00
	US$13,884,739.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	US$54,600.00
	US$54,600.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL*
	US$48,530.00
	US$619,332.00

	020710025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$300,839.00
	US$300,839.00

	027140045
	chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, feet (paws) 
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$624,274.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$206,000.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$1,757,684.00

	0217140050
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	New Orleans, LA
	US$2,821,913.00
	US$2,821,913.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, other
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$92,140.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Tampa, FL
	US$83,850.00
	US$167,570.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Mobile, AL*
	US$422,480.00
	US$520,617.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$471,799.00

	0207270050
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,321.00

	0405900000
	Fats and oils derived from milk, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$156,000.00
	US$312,606.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$30,606.00

	0304205005
	Halibut fillets, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,615.00

	0304208600
	Fish fillets, nesoi, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$17,431.00

	0306144010
	King crabs, nesoi, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,840.00

	0307490010
	Squid fillets, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,079.00

	0307590000
	Octopus, frozen, dried, salted or in brine
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$5,443.00

	0401300000
	Milk & cream, not concntrd/swtn, fat content ov 6%
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$21.467.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$48,000.00

	0405900000
	Fats and oils derived from milk, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$16,650.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$307,829.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$464,635.00

	0713322000
	Small red (adzuki) beans, except seed drd, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$76,400.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	US$17,882.00
	US$116,582.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$15,542.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$7,400.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$62,400.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$3,941.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$824,000.00

	0801110000
	Coconuts, desiccated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,080.00

	0806100000
	Grapes, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	US$5,008.00
	US$5,008.00

	0806200000
	Grapes, dried (including raisins)
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$43,104.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$357,403.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	US$58,800.00
	US$256,784.00

	0808200000
	Pears and quinces, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	US$3,479.00
	US$3,479.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$51,833.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$7,108,799.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except see, nesoi
	Port Arthur, TX
	
	US$7,533,190.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except see, nesoi
	Houston, TX
	US$3,564,000.00
	US$9,114,396.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U.S. no. 2 except seed
	Mobile, AL*
	US$519,214.00
	US$519,214.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 2 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,921,660.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,751,750.00
	US$24,860,442.00

	1006100000
	Rice In The Husk (Paddy Or Rough)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$5,104,078.00

	1006204020
	Rice, Long Grain, Husked (Brown)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,990.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$142,959.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,427,500.00
	US$4,574,675.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$8,561.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$884,625.00

	1103110020
	Groats and meal of wheat, semolina
	Pembina, ND
	
	US$60,325.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,487,838.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans, LA
	US$3,137,280.00
	US$14,739,480.00

	1208100000
	Flours and meals of soybeans
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$277,375.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$11,602,200.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$3,534,000.00
	US$9,571,730.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$43,387.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$16,584,660.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL
	
	US$29,516.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem. modified
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$67,533.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$103,924.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$62,700.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL
	
	US$302,870.00

	1601000090
	Sausages & similar prdcts. Other than poultry, Othr
	Miami, FL
	
	US$31,500.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$24,008.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$77,582.00

	
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	San Juan, PR
	US$4,111.00
	US$4,111.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Miami, FL
	
	US$32,536.00

	1901909085
	Food preps, wheat-flour soya blends
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$290,171.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$151,991.00

	1905909030
	Corn chips and similar crisp savory snack foods
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$7,182.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$259,577.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL
	
	US$581,982.00

	2005400000
	Peas (pisum sativum) prep/prep nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4.071.00

	2005590000
	Beans, not shelled, prep/pres nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$2,624.00

	2005800000
	Sweet corn, prepared/preserved nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,274.00

	2005906550
	Prepared/preserved vegetables, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$5,462.00

	2008924000
	Mix of fruit, nuts, etc nesoi otherwise prep/pres
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,910.00

	2103202000
	Tomato Ketchup
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,033.00

	2103204000
	Tomato Sauces
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$67,523.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$83,283.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL
	
	US$149,876.00

	2104100040 
	Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$22,632.00

	2105000010
	Ice cream, whether or not containing cocoa
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$73,000.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$420,687.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Tampa, FL
	US$67,438.00
	US$106,246.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$108,123.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, canned
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$62,162.00

	2202100020
	Carbonated soft drinks, contng aspartame/saccharin
	Miami, FL
	US$43,200.00
	US$67,200.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$12,312.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL
	
	US$7,776.00

	2202100060
	Waters incl mineral & aerated, swtnd/flavord nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$27,000.00

	2204100000
	Sparkling wine of fresh grapes
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$2,522.00

	2204214000
	Sparkling wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs 2l or less
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$21,040.00

	2204290020
	Sparkling wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs ov 2 liters
	Mobile, AL*
	US$57,688.00
	US$57,688.00

	2208200000
	Grape brandy
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$2,716.00

	2208306020
	Whiskies, bourbon, containers not over 4 liters ea
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$42,940.00

	2208600000
	Vodka
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$15,624.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	US$3,002,982.00
	US$21,473,027.00

	2835250000
	Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$1,368,240.00

	3004200060
	Medicaments contain other antibiotics, nesoi
	San Juan, PR
	US$9,416.00
	US$9,416.00

	3504001000
	Protein Isolates
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$40,194.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$58,711.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	US$16,173.00
	US$63,663.00

	4403200065
	Wood in the rough, coniferous, not treated, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$82,503.00

	4404100095
	Hoopwood/split pole/chipwood/wd stck etc coniferus
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$2,916.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used
	Tampa, FL
	US$48,741.00
	US$208,257.00

	4418200060
	Doors and their frames, thresholds, of wood
	Miami, FL
	
	US$3,912.00

	4418400000
	Formwork (shuttering) for concrete construction wood
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$46,069.00

	4421904500
	Wood blinds, shutters, screens and shades
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,232.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$3,474,933.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$24,600.00

	4818900000
	Bed sheets & simlr household/hospital art ppr
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$291,393.00

	4901990050
	Technical, scientific and professional books
	Miami, FL
	
	US$23,894.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$42,960.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$21,398.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$18,742.00
	US$307,074.00

	5702590000
	Carpets, etc othr tex mat, wov, not pile/made-up/tuft
	Miami, FL
	
	US$3,189.00

	7308300000
	Drs, wndws a frms a thrshlds fr drs, iron or steel
	Ogdensburg, NY
	
	US$60,000.00

	8412809000
	Engines and motors
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$49,990.00

	8431491010
	Pts of ovhead travl, transpt, gatry, brge, jib cranes
	Tampa, FL
	US$210,950.00
	US$210,950.00

	8701901035
	Trcts, agri use, new, pto (44.8-59.7 kw)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$34,658.00

	8703230020
	Vehicles, nesoi, new, eng (1500-3000 cc) le 4cyl
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$25,000.00

	9022902000
	High tension generators, desks, chair, etc.
	Miami, FL
	
	US$85,300.00

	9506910000
	Gymnasium, or oth exercise articles & equip & pts
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$203,746.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$43,045.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Miami, FL
	
	US$21,998.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Tampa, FL
	US$300,000.00
	US$366,822.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated 
	Miami, FL
	
	US$78,460.00

	9802300000
	All wearing apparel, donated for relief/charity
	Miami, FL
	US$3,633.00
	US$3,633.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$327,274.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$158,747.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$12,000.00

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	October 2003
	Year-To-Date

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Miami, FL
	US$107,795.00
	US$1,420,059.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$24,418,068.00
	US$188,779,801.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include

Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2003 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2003

	4901990070
	Hardbound books
	San Juan, PR
	US$3,307.00

	8524320000
	Laser disc for reproducing sound only
	Miami, FL
	US$3,076.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	New York, NY
	US$40,000.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$66,885.00

	9801001097
	Products of U.S. returned after being export, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$159,473.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$272,741.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN OCTOBER 2003- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in October 2003 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2003 October Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of October 2003 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Soybean Oil
	US$6,671,280.00
	28.2%

	2
	Poultry (chicken)
	US$6,352,286.00
	26.8%

	3
	Wheat
	US$3,564,000.00
	15.0%

	4
	Soybean Oil Cake
	US$3,002,982.00
	12.7%

	5
	Corn
	US$2,270,964.00
	9.6%

	6
	Rice
	US$1,427,500.00
	6.0%

	7
	Poultry (turkey)
	US$156,000.00
	.66%

	8
	Protein Concentrates
	US$67,438.00
	.28%

	9
	Apples
	US$58,800.00
	.24%

	10
	Wine
	US$57,688.00
	.24%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$23,628,938.00
	99.88%


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 27 November 2003 to 4 December 2003 and 20 November 2003 to 27 November 2003 and 13 November 2003 to 20 November 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	

27 November 2003 To 4 December 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	150,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	155,800

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	89,000

metric tons
	66,000

metric tons
	93,100

metric tons
	35,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	35,000

metric tons
	35,000

metric tons
	33,900

metric tons
	22,300

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	35,000

metric tons
	40,000

metric tons
	31,500

metric tons
	32,400

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	18,000

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	8,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	87,300

metric tons
	
	7,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	100

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	
	
	1,700

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	309,100

metric tons
	276,300

metric tons
	349,600 metric tons;100 bales
	155,100

 metric tons
	


	20 November 2003 To 27 November 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	150,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	155,800

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	89,000

metric tons
	60,000

metric tons
	93,100

metric tons
	31,300

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	35,000

metric tons
	40,600

metric tons
	33,900

metric tons
	16,100

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	35,000

metric tons
	56,000

metric tons
	31,500

metric tons
	15,400

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	18,000

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	8,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	87,300

metric tons
	
	7,700

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	25,000

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	400

running bales
	
	1,300

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	309,000 metric tons;400 bales
	291,900

metric tons
	349,600 metric tons;1,300 bales
	127,400

 metric tons
	


	13 November 2003 To 20 November 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	150,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	155,800

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	89,000

metric tons
	80,000

metric tons
	93,100

metric tons
	9,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	35,000

metric tons
	40,600

metric tons
	33,900

metric tons
	16,100

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	35,000

metric tons
	72,000

metric tons
	31,500

metric tons
	
	

	Soybean

Oil
	10,000

metric tons
	18,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	8,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	95,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	25,000

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	400

running bales
	
	1,300

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	350,000 metric tons;700 bales
	335,600

metric tons
	339,700 metric tons;1,300 bales
	91,300

 metric tons
	


CUBA REPORTS CONTRADICTORY AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT DATA- The government of the Republic of Cuba continues to report contradictory agricultural product data.  The following information was provided by the government of the Republic of Cuba to the New York, New York-based United Nations Statistical Office.  According to the trade statistics provided by countries exporting to the Republic of Cuba, the government of the Republic of Cuba imported (not including transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees) from throughout the world, including from the United States, approximately US$553,030,268 in agricultural products and food products in 2002, compared with approximately US$532,010,554.00 in 2001, and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  NOTE: Inclusion of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees, and continually presenting multi-year cumulative values in data is misleading, as the actual cost of goods sold (delivered) remains the meaningful value to be disseminated; and, the government of the Republic of Cuba has not provided verifiable details of the values of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees.  

	CUBA IMPORTS OF AGRICULTURAL

PRODUCTS TOTAL
	 
	 
	 
	 

	HS 6 Digit: 800 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	(IN THOUSANDS OF U.S. DOLLARS)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Rank
	1999
	2000
	2001

	LEADING REGIONAL SUPPLIERS
	
	
	
	

	World
	-
	827,649,000.00
	739,196,000.00
	827,536,000.00

	North America
	1
	178831
	153113
	192050

	European Union-15
	2
	300192
	328389
	272144

	South America
	3
	158750
	96785
	151471

	China & Hong Kong
	4
	90639
	91312
	78502

	ASEAN Region
	5
	57991
	50351
	55556

	Central America
	6
	5680
	5010
	6877

	Non-EU West Europe
	7
	665
	1293
	3946


	
	Rank
	1999
	2000
	2001

	Middle East
	8
	894
	1719
	3787

	Eastern Europe (Excl. FSU)
	9
	2683
	1231
	2256

	Caribbean Islands
	10
	8273
	5968
	1563

	Sub-Saharan Africa
	11
	1034
	143
	277

	South Asia
	12
	273
	1418
	290

	Former Soviet Union
	13
	7108
	5
	166

	Japan
	14
	4122
	449
	25

	North Africa
	15
	7
	19
	10


	LEADING COUNTRY SUPPLIERS
	Rank
	1999
	2000
	2001

	Canada
	1
	145,579,000.00
	121,209,000.00
	156,016,000.00

	France
	2
	154850
	150127
	141734

	Brazil
	3
	23681
	25462
	79031

	China (Peoples Republic of)
	4
	90488
	91296
	78499

	Spain
	5
	83794
	91041
	65884

	Argentina
	6
	113860
	56196
	57839

	Vietnam
	7
	50695
	49696
	54407

	New Zealand
	8
	9652
	26
	52849

	Mexico
	9
	33187
	31802
	31620

	Netherlands
	10
	17585
	24218
	28244

	Italy
	11
	19956
	14752
	23622

	Chile
	12
	8217
	6939
	10709

	Germany
	13
	4448
	7849
	6155

	Guatemala
	14
	3612
	3532
	4905

	United States
	15
	65
	102
	4414

	Australia
	16
	148
	1074
	3890

	Belgium
	17
	8892
	17776
	3789

	Switzerland
	18
	567
	585
	3345

	Turkey
	19
	245
	379
	2918

	Poland
	20
	0
	80
	1656

	Rest of World
	-
	58127
	45046
	15971


	IMPORT CONCENTRATION

RATIOS (OF TOTAL)
	
	1999
	2000
	2001

	Top Market
	
	19%
	20%
	19%

	Top 4 Markets
	
	61%
	61%
	55%

	Top 8 Markets
	
	84%
	83%
	83%

	
	
	
	
	


	Cuba Imports of Agriculture, Fish & Forestry Products
	 
	 
	 

	Imports from: World
	 
	 
	 

	 
	1999
	2000
	2001

	BULK AGRICULTURAL TOTAL
	374,000,000.00
	303,000,000.00
	326,000,000.00

	  Wheat
	123
	112
	119

	  Coarse Grains
	9
	12
	19

	  Rice
	153
	106
	99

	  Soybeans
	7
	4
	15

	  Other Oilseeds
	1
	1
	1

	  Cotton
	3
	6
	3

	  Tobacco
	1
	5
	1

	  Rubber & Allied Gums
	2
	3
	3

	  Raw Coffee
	9
	5
	3

	  Cocoa  Beans
	0
	1
	0

	  Tea (Incl.  Herb Tea)
	1
	1
	1

	  Raw  Beet  & Cane Sugar
	0
	1
	8

	  Pulses
	65
	45
	53

	  Peanuts
	1
	1
	1

	  Other  Bulk Commodities
	1
	3
	2


	
	1999
	2000
	2001

	INTERMEDIATE AGRICULTURAL TOTAL
	187
	168
	171

	  Wheat Flour
	25
	42
	47

	  Soybean Meal
	31
	35
	27

	  Soybean Oil
	41
	19
	25

	  Vegetable Oils (Excl. Soybean Oil)
	27
	25
	17

	  Feeds & Fodders  (Excl. Pet Foods)
	12
	6
	3

	  Live  Animals
	1
	1
	1

	  Hides & Skins
	1
	1
	1

	  Animal  Fats
	4
	5
	7

	  Planting  Seeds
	2
	2
	1

	  Sugars, Sweeteners, & Beverage Bases
	1
	1
	5

	  Essential  Oils
	5
	7
	7

	  Other  Intermediate Products
	39
	27
	31


	 
	1999
	2000
	2001

	CONSUMER-ORIENTED AGRICULTURAL TOTAL
	267
	269
	331

	  Snack Foods (Excl. Nuts)
	13
	16
	13

	  Breakfast Cereals & Pancake Mix
	1
	1
	1

	  Red Meats, Fresh/Chilled/Frozen
	21
	20
	34

	  Red Meats, Prepared/Preserved
	33
	32
	34

	  Poultry Meat
	40
	39
	62

	  Dairy Products (Excl. Cheese)
	71
	79
	99


	
	1999
	2000
	2001

	  Cheese
	9
	9
	8

	  Eggs & Products
	1
	1
	1

	  Fresh Fruit
	2
	2
	2

	  Fresh Vegetables
	12
	12
	14

	  Processed Fruit & Vegetables
	16
	15
	15

	  Fruit  & Vegetable Juices
	1
	1
	1

	  Tree  Nuts
	1
	1
	1

	  Wine & Beer
	9
	9
	9

	  Nursery Products & Cut Flowers
	1
	1
	1

	  Pet Foods (Dog & Cat Food)
	1
	1
	1

	  Other Consumer-Oriented Products
	37
	33
	37


	 
	1999
	2000
	2001

	FOREST PRODUCTS (EXCL. PULP & PAPER)
	37
	30
	36

	  Logs & Chips
	1
	1
	1

	  Hardwood Lumber
	9
	5
	6

	  Softwood  and Treated Lumber
	14
	6
	6

	  Panel Products (Incl. Plywood)
	8
	9
	13

	  Other Value-Added Wood Products
	6
	8
	11


	 
	1999
	2000
	2001

	FISH & SEAFOOD PRODUCTS
	28
	40
	34

	  Salmon
	1
	1
	1

	  Surimi
	1
	1
	1

	  Crustaceans
	1
	1
	1

	  Groundfish & Flatfish
	5
	8
	7

	  Molluscs
	1
	2
	4

	  Other Fishery Products
	20
	28
	21

	 
	
	
	

	AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS TOTAL
	828
	739
	828

	AGRICULTURAL, FISH & FORESTRY TOTAL
	893
	809
	898


61.37% INCREASE IN SEPTEMBER 2003 AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of September 2003 was US$22,546,680.00, of which US$22,427,963.00 consisted of agricultural products and food products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  NOTE: The value of agricultural products and food products exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in September 2002 was US$14,131,180.00, of which US$233,531.00 consisted of items for use at the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, held in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 to 30 September 2002.  Thus, the total value of TSRA-related exports in September 2002 was US$13,897,649.00.  

	In June 2002, Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million.  


The government of the Republic of Cuba imported (not including transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees) from throughout the world, including from the United States, approximately US$553,030,268 in agricultural products and food products in 2002, compared with approximately US$532,010,554.00 in 2001, and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  NOTE: Inclusion of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees, and continually presenting multi-year cumulative values in data is misleading, as the actual cost of goods sold remains the sole meaningful value to be disseminated.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, among other products as “agricultural products.”  The United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; Newsprint, in Rolls or Sheets, as agricultural products.  The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and all agricultural products in calculating TSRA-authorized exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2002
	2003
	% Change
	2002
	2003
	% Change

	January
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68

	February
	US$13,731,785.00
	US$9,036,856.00
	-34.19
	US$23,655,706.00
	US$25,876,117.00
	+9.39

	March
	US$7,889,428.00
	US$17,508,552.00
	+121
	US$31,545,134.00
	US$44,213,092.00
	+40.15

	April
	US$17,770,491.00
	US$24,574,122.00
	+38.29
	US$49,315,625.00
	US$67,913,791.00
	+37.71

	May
	US$5,910,431.00
	US$21,260,422.00
	+259.71
	US$54,960,794.00
	US$89,174,213.00
	+62.25

	June
	US$17,943,951.00
	US$12,915,745.00
	-28.02
	US$73,170,007.00
	US$102,089,958.00
	+39.52

	July
	US$7,479,691.00
	US$22,384,035.00
	+199.26
	US$80,649,698.00
	US$124,473,993.00
	+54.34

	August
	US$10,727,270.00
	US$12,802,131.00
	+19.34
	US$91,376,968.00
	US$137,276,124.00
	+50.23

	September
	US$14,131,180.00
	US$18,928,430.00
	+33.95%
	US$105,508,148.00
	US$156,204,554.00
	+48.05


NOTE: The actual value of agricultural products and food products exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in September 2003 was US$22,427,963.00; and in September 2002 was US$14,131,180.00, of which US$233,531.00 consisted of items for use at the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, held in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 to 30 September 2002.  Thus, the total value of TSRA-related exports in September 2002 was US$13,897,649.00.  

	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2001
	2002
	% Change
	2001
	2002
	% Change

	December
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$8,315,934.00
	+92.55
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$138,634,784.00
	+3,109.95


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the TSRA was reported in December 2001.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2003-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	October 2003
	Not Yet Reported
	

	September 2003
	US$22,427,963.00
	33rd (of 223)

	August 2003
	US$13,503,804.00
	49th (of 223)

	July 2003
	US$22,542,081.00
	35th (of 220)

	June 2003
	US$13,036,149.00
	41st (of 218)

	May 2003
	US$21,260,422.00
	32nd (of 217)

	April 2003
	US$24,574,122.00
	29th (of 216)

	March 2003
	US$17,508,552.00
	38th (of 182)

	February 2003
	US$9,887,911.00
	49th (of 206) 

	January 2003
	US$16,839,261.00
	40th (of 197)

	     Sub-Total 2003
	US$161,580,265.00 (January-September)
	35th  (of 223)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00 (January-December)
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$304,533,955.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	September 2003
	Year-To-Date

	0102100010
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy male
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$3,000.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$203,629.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$173,600.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Miami, FL
	
	US$217,600.00

	0102100030
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding except dairy male
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$4,600.00

	0102100050
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding except dairy female
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$18,200.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Norfolk, VA
	US$64,291.00
	US$64,291.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	US$137,495.00
	US$653,651.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$656,726.00
	US$5,319,764.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$374,233.00
	US$12,243,279.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL*
	US$48,680.00
	US$570,802.00

	027140045
	chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, feet (paws) 
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$624,274.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$206,000.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$1,757,684.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, other
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$92,140.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$83,720.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$98,137.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$471,799.00

	0207270050
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,321.00

	0405900000
	Fats and oils derived from milk, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$126,000.00
	US$156,606.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$30,606.00

	0304205005
	Halibut fillets, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,615.00

	0304208600
	Fish fillets, nesoi, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$17,431.00

	0306144010
	King crabs, nesoi, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,840.00

	0307490010
	Squid fillets, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,079.00

	0307590000
	Octopus, frozen, dried, salted or in brine
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$5,443.00

	0401300000
	Milk & cream, not concntrd/swtn, fat content ov 6%
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$21.467.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$48,000.00

	0405900000
	Fats and oils derived from milk, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$16,650.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$307,829.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$464,635.00

	0713322000
	Small red (adzuki) beans, except seed drd, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$76,400.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$98,700.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$15,542.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$7,400.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$62,400.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$3,941.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$824,000.00

	0801110000
	Coconuts, desiccated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,080.00

	0806200000
	Grapes, dried (including raisins)
	Mobile, AL
	US$21,552.00
	US$43,104.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$357,403.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$197,984.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$51,833.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$863,492.00
	US$7,108,799.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except see, nesoi
	Port Arthur, TX
	
	US$7,533,190.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except see, nesoi
	Houston, TX
	
	US$5,550,396.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 2 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$2,056,035.00
	US$3,921,660.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$4,038,465.00
	US$23,108,692.00

	1006100000
	Rice In The Husk (Paddy Or Rough)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$5,104,078.00

	1006204020
	Rice, Long Grain, Husked (Brown)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,990.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$142,959.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,147,175.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$8,561.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$884,625.00

	1103110020
	Groats and meal of wheat, semolina
	Pembina, ND
	
	US$60,325.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,487,838.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans, LA
	US$4,174,500.00
	US$13,942,919.00

	1208100000
	Flours and meals of soybeans
	Tampa, FL
	US$174,649.00
	US$277,375.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,045,760.00
	US$11,602,200.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$1,776,480.00
	US$6,037,730.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$43,387.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$16,584,660.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL
	
	US$29,516.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem. modified
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$67,533.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$103,924.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$62,700.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL
	US$72,600.00
	US$302,870.00

	1601000090
	Sausages & similar prdcts. Other than poultry, Othr
	Miami, FL
	
	US$31,500.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$24,008.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$77,582.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Miami, FL
	
	US$32,536.00

	1901909085
	Food preps, wheat-flour soya blends
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$290,171.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$151,991.00

	1905909030
	Corn chips and similar crisp savory snack foods
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$7,182.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$259,577.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL
	
	US$581,982.00

	2005400000
	Peas (pisum sativum) prep/prep nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4.071.00

	2005590000
	Beans, not shelled, prep/pres nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$2,624.00

	2005800000
	Sweet corn, prepared/preserved nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,274.00

	2005906550
	Prepared/preserved vegetables, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$5,462.00

	2008924000
	Mix of fruit, nuts, etc nesoi otherwise prep/pres
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,910.00

	2103202000
	Tomato Ketchup
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,033.00

	2103204000
	Tomato Sauces
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$67,523.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$83,283.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL
	
	US$149,876.00

	2104100040 
	Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$22,632.00

	2105000010
	Ice cream, whether or not containing cocoa
	Mobile, AL*
	US$73,000.00
	US$73,000.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$420,687.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,808.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	US$47,404.00
	US$108,123.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, canned
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$62,162.00

	2202100020
	Carbonated soft drinks, contng aspartame/saccharin
	Miami, FL
	
	US$24,000.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$12,312.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL
	
	US$7,776.00

	2202100060
	Waters incl mineral & aerated, swtnd/flavord nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$27,000.00

	2204100000
	Sparkling wine of fresh grapes
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$2,522.00

	2204214000
	Sparkling wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs 2l or less
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$21,040.00

	2208200000
	Grape brandy
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$2,716.00

	2208306020
	Whiskies, bourbon, containers not over 4 liters ea
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$42,940.00

	2208600000
	Vodka
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$15,624.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	US$3,066,632.00
	US$18,470,045.00

	2835250000
	Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$1,368,240.00

	3504001000
	Protein Isolates
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$40,194.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$58,711.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$47,490.00

	4403200065
	Wood in the rough, coniferous, not treated, nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$82,503.00

	4404100095
	Hoopwood/split pole/chipwood/wd stck etc coniferus
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$2,916.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$159,516.00

	4418200060
	Doors and their frames, thresholds, of wood
	Miami, FL
	
	US$3,912.00

	4418400000
	Formwork (shuttering) for concrete construction wood
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$46,069.00

	4421904500
	Wood blinds, shutters, screens and shades
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,232.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Tampa, FL
	US$3,474,933.00
	US$3,474,933.00

	4801000002
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets
	Mobile, AL*
	US$24,600.00
	US$24,600.00

	4818900000
	Bed sheets & simlr household/hospital art ppr
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$291,393.00

	4901990050
	Technical, scientific and professional books
	Miami, FL
	
	US$23,894.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$42,960.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$21,398.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$110,436.00
	US$288,332.00

	5702590000
	Carpets, etc othr tex mat, wov, not pile/made-up/tuft
	Miami, FL
	
	US$3,189.00

	7308300000
	Drs, wndws a frms a thrshlds fr drs, iron or steel
	Ogdensburg, NY
	
	US$60,000.00

	8412809000
	Engines and motors
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$49,990.00

	8701901035
	Trcts, agri use, new, pto (44.8-59.7 kw)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$34,658.00

	8703230020
	Vehicles, nesoi, new, eng (1500-3000 cc) le 4cyl
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$25,000.00

	9022902000
	High tension generators, desks, chair, etc.
	Miami, FL
	
	US$85,300.00

	9506910000
	Gymnasium, or oth exercise articles & equip & pts
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$203,746.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$43,045.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Miami, FL
	
	US$21,998.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$66,822.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated 
	Miami, FL
	
	US$78,460.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Tampa, FL
	US$62,107.00
	US$327,274.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$158,747.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$12,000.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Miami, FL
	US$56,610.00
	US$1,312,264.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$22,546,680.00
	US$164,361,733.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include

Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2003 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2003

	4901990070
	Hardbound books
	San Juan, PR
	US$3,307.00

	8524320000
	Laser disc for reproducing sound only
	Miami, FL
	US$3,076.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	New York, NY
	US$40,000.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$41,285.00

	9801001097
	Products of U.S. returned after being export, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$159,473.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$235,691.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN SEPTEMBER 2003- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in September 2003 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2003 September Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of September 2003 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Corn
	US$6,094,500.00
	27.1%

	2
	Soybeans
	US$4,174,500.00
	18.6%

	3
	Newsprint
	US$3,499,533.00
	15.6%

	4
	Soybean Oil Cake
	US$3,066,632.00
	13.6%

	5
	Soybean Oil
	US$2,822,240.00
	12.5%

	6
	Poultry (chicken and turkey)
	US$1,407,425.00
	6.2%

	7
	Wheat
	US$863,492.00
	3.8%

	8
	Soybean Flour
	US$174,649.00
	.77%

	9
	Cotton
	US$110,436.00
	.49%

	10
	Ice Cream
	US$73,000.00
	.32%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$22,286,407.00
	98.98%


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 6 November 2003 to 13 November 2003 and 30 October 2003 to 6 November 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	6 November 2003 To 13 November 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	150,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	155,800

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	


	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Corn

(unmilled)
	100,000

metric tons
	80,000

metric tons
	82,100

metric tons
	9,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	35,000

metric tons
	40,000

metric tons
	33,900

metric tons
	16,100

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	50,000

metric tons
	67,000

metric tons
	16,500

metric tons
	
	

	Soybean

Oil
	10,000

metric tons
	18,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	8,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	95,000

metric tons
	
	8,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	25,000

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	700

running bales
	
	100

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	350,000 metric tons;700 bales
	330,000

metric tons
	313,700 metric tons;100 bales
	91,300

 metric tons
	


	30 October 2003 To 6 November 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	175,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	128,300

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	100,000

metric tons
	80,000

metric tons
	82,100

metric tons
	9,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	40,000

metric tons
	40,000

metric tons
	15,300

metric tons
	16,100

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	50,000

metric tons
	67,000

metric tons
	16,500

metric tons
	
	

	Soybean

Oil
	10,000

metric tons
	18,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	95,000

metric tons
	
	8,500

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	25,000

metric tons
	14,900

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	700

running bales
	
	100

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	380,000 metric tons;700 bales
	330,000

metric tons
	267,600 metric tons;100 bales
	82,800

 metric tons
	


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE UPDATES CUBA EXPORT REGULATIONS- The Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., has published on the Internet updated guidelines for the export of food products and agricultural products to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose; and for the export of healthcare products to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992, which re-authorized the direct export (on a cash basis) of healthcare products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, with restrictions as to end-use of the healthcare products.   

	http://www.bis.doc.gov/policiesandregulations/RegionalConsiderations.htm


SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE APPROVES “FREEDOM TO TRAVEL” LEGISLATION- On 6 November 2003, the Committee on Foreign Relations of the United States Senate approved, 13 to 5, S.950, introduced by The Honorable Michael B. Enzi (R- Wyoming).  S. 950 may have a vote by the United States Senate in 2004.  There is similar legislation pending in the Committee on International Relations of the United States House of Representatives.  

	Yes
	No
	Not Voting

	Richard Lugar (R- Illinois)
	George Allen ( R- Virginia)
	Sam Brownback (R- Kansas)

	Chuck Hagel (R- Nebraska)
	Lamar Alexander (R- Tennessee)
	

	Lincoln Chafee (R- Rhode Island)
	Norman Coleman (R- Minnesota)
	

	Mike Enzi (R- Wyoming)
	Bill Nelson (D- Florida)
	

	George Voinovich (R- Ohio)
	Jon Corzine (D- New Jersey)
	

	John Sununu (R- New Hampshire)
	
	

	Joseph Biden (D- Delaware)
	
	

	Paul Sarbanes (D- Maryland)
	
	


	108th CONGRESS

1st Session

S. 950

To allow travel between the United States and Cuba. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

April 30, 2003
Mr. ENZI (for himself, Mr. Dorgan, Mr. Baucus, Mr. Dayton, Mr. Bingaman, Mr. Chafee, Mr. Craig, Mr. Johnson, and Mrs. Murray) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

A BILL

To allow travel between the United States and Cuba. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the `Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act of 2003'.

SEC. 2. TRAVEL TO CUBA.

(a) FREEDOM OF TRAVEL FOR UNITED STATES CITIZENS AND LEGAL RESIDENTS- Subject to section 3, the President shall not regulate or prohibit, directly or indirectly, travel to or from Cuba by United States citizens or legal residents, or any of the transactions incident to such travel that are set forth in subsection (b).

(b) TRANSACTIONS INCIDENT TO TRAVEL- The transactions referred to in subsection (a) are--

(1) any transactions ordinarily incident to travel to or from Cuba, including the importation into Cuba or the United States of accompanied baggage for personal use only;

(2) any transactions ordinarily incident to travel or maintenance within Cuba, including the payment of living expenses and the acquisition of goods or services for personal use;

(3) any transactions ordinarily incident to the arrangement, promotion, or facilitation of travel to, from, or within Cuba;
(4) any transactions incident to nonscheduled air, sea, or land voyages, except that this paragraph does not authorize the carriage of articles into Cuba or the United States except accompanied baggage; and

(5) normal banking transactions incident to the activities described in the preceding provisions of this subsection, including the issuance, clearing, processing, or payment of checks, drafts, traveler's checks, credit or debit card instruments, or similar instruments.

SEC. 3. EXCEPTIONS.

(a) SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES- The restrictions on authority contained in section 2 do not apply in a case in which the United States is at war with Cuba, armed hostilities between the two countries are in progress, or there is imminent danger to the public health or the physical safety of United States travelers.

(b) IMPORTATION OF GOODS FOR PERSONAL CONSUMPTION- Section 2 does not authorize the importation into the United States of any goods for personal consumption acquired in Cuba.

SEC. 4. APPLICABILITY.

This Act applies to actions taken by the President before the date of the enactment of this Act that are in effect on such date of enactment, and to actions taken on or after such date.

SEC. 5. INAPPLICABILITY OF OTHER PROVISIONS.

This Act applies notwithstanding section 102(h) of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (22 U.S.C. 6032(h)) and section 910(b) of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7210(b)).


	Co-Sponsors Of S. 950 (date of support)

	Sen Akaka, Daniel K. - 7/23/2003 [HI]
	Sen Baucus, Max - 4/30/2003 [MT]

	Sen Bingaman, Jeff - 4/30/2003 [NM]
	Sen Bond, Christopher S. - 6/3/2003 [MO]

	Sen Boxer, Barbara - 5/15/2003 [CA]
	Sen Cantwell, Maria - 6/23/2003 [WA]

	Sen Chafee, Lincoln D. - 4/30/2003 [RI]
	Sen Craig, Larry E. - 4/30/2003 [ID]

	Sen Crapo, Michael D. - 5/15/2003 [ID]
	Sen Dayton, Mark - 4/30/2003 [MN]

	Sen Dodd, Christopher J. - 7/29/2003 [CT]
	Sen Dorgan, Byron L. - 4/30/2003 [ND]

	Sen Durbin, Richard J. - 5/21/2003 [IL]
	Sen Feingold, Russell D. - 5/14/2003 [WI]

	Sen Feinstein, Dianne - 5/6/2003 [CA]
	Sen Hagel, Chuck - 7/31/2003 [NE]

	Sen Harkin, Tom - 6/9/2003 [IA]
	Sen Inouye, Daniel K. - 10/30/2003 [HI]

	Sen Jeffords, James M. - 5/5/2003 [VT]
	Sen Johnson, Tim - 4/30/2003 [SD]

	Sen Kennedy, Edward M. - 6/23/2003 [MA]
	Sen Kerry, John F. - 9/22/2003 [MA]

	Sen Leahy, Patrick J. - 5/12/2003 [VT]
	Sen Levin, Carl - 10/28/2003 [MI]

	Sen Lincoln, Blanche - 8/1/2003 [AR]
	Sen Murray, Patty - 4/30/2003 [WA]

	Sen Nelson, E. Benjamin - 5/13/2003 [NE]
	Sen Pryor, Mark Lunsford - 10/28/2003 [AR]

	Sen Reed, John F. - 7/7/2003 [RI]
	Sen Sununu, John E. - 6/4/2003 [NH]

	Sen Talent, Jim - 6/20/2003 [MO]
	


 
UNITED STATES SENATE VOTE TALLIES ON OFAC CUBA EXPENDITURE PROHIBITION- On 23 October 2003, the United States Senate voted, 59 (support current policy) to 36 (against current policy), with 5 not voting, not to table an amendment (S. Amdt 1900) to H.R. 2989 (the “Transportation, Treasury, and Independent Agencies Appropriation Act of 2004”).  Thus, the United States Senate prevented the legislation to prohibit the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) from using funds for one fiscal year (until 1 October 2004) to enforce regulations relating to travel to the Republic of Cuba by individuals subject to United States law from being removed H.R. 2989.  On 12 November 2003, a conference committee consisting of members of the United States Senate and members of the United States House of Representatives removed the amendment from H.R. 2989.

	Prior to the arrests, convictions, and executions of Republic of Cuba nationals by the government of the Republic of Cuba earlier in 2003, legislation to change policy introduced in the United States Senate was expected to receive seventy votes; thus, there was a 16% decline in support for legislation to change United States policy towards the Republic of Cuba.  On 9 September 2003, the United States House of Representatives voted 227 to 188, with 20 not voting, to support an amendment similar to S. Amdt 1900.  However, the arrests, convictions, and executions of Republic of Cuba nationals by the government of the Republic of Cuba earlier in 2003 resulted in a decrease of 13% compared a similar vote in 2002.      


      


Akaka (D-HI), Nay
Alexander (R-TN), Yea
Allard (R-CO), Nay
Allen (R-VA), Yea
Baucus (D-MT), Nay
Bayh (D-IN), Nay
Bennett (R-UT), Nay
Biden (D-DE), Nay
Bingaman (D-NM), Nay
Bond (R-MO), Not Voting
Boxer (D-CA), Not Voting
Breaux (D-LA), Nay
Brownback (R-KS), Nay
Bunning (R-KY), Yea
Burns (R-MT), Not Voting
Byrd (D-WV), Nay
Campbell (R-CO), Nay
Cantwell (D-WA), Nay
Carper (D-DE), Nay
Chafee (R-RI), Nay
Chambliss (R-GA), Yea
Clinton (D-NY), Nay
Cochran (R-MS), Yea
Coleman (R-MN), Yea
Collins (R-ME), Nay
Conrad (D-ND), Nay
Cornyn (R-TX), Yea
Corzine (D-NJ), Yea
Craig (R-ID), Nay
Crapo (R-ID), Nay
Daschle (D-SD), Nay
Dayton (D-MN), Nay
DeWine (R-OH), Nay
Dodd (D-CT), Nay
Dole (R-NC), Yea
Domenici (R-NM), Yea
Dorgan (D-ND), Nay
Durbin (D-IL), Nay
Edwards (D-NC), Not Voting
Ensign (R-NV), Yea
Enzi (R-WY), Nay
Feingold (D-WI), Nay
Feinstein (D-CA), Nay
Fitzgerald (R-IL), Yea
Frist (R-TN), Yea
Graham (D-FL), Yea
Graham (R-SC), Yea
Grassley (R-IA), Yea
Gregg (R-NH), Yea
Hagel (R-NE), Nay
Harkin (D-IA), Nay
Hatch (R-UT), Yea
Hollings (D-SC), Nay
Hutchison (R-TX), Nay
Inhofe (R-OK), Nay
Inouye (D-HI), Nay
Jeffords (I-VT), Nay
Johnson (D-SD), Nay
Kennedy (D-MA), Nay
Kerry (D-MA), Not Voting
Kohl (D-WI), Nay
Kyl (R-AZ), Yea
Landrieu (D-LA), Nay
Lautenberg (D-NJ), Yea
Leahy (D-VT), Nay
Levin (D-MI), Nay
Lieberman (D-CT), Yea
Lincoln (D-AR), Nay
Lott (R-MS), Yea
Lugar (R-IN), Yea
McCain (R-AZ), Yea
McConnell (R-KY), Yea
Mikulski (D-MD), Nay
Miller (D-GA), Nay
Murkowski (R-AK), Yea
Murray (D-WA), Nay
Nelson (D-FL), Yea
Nelson (D-NE), Nay
Nickles (R-OK), Yea
Pryor (D-AR), Nay
Reed (D-RI), Nay
Reid (D-NV), Yea
Roberts (R-KS), Nay
Rockefeller (D-WV), Nay
Santorum (R-PA), Yea
Sarbanes (D-MD), Nay
Schumer (D-NY), Nay
Sessions (R-AL), Yea
Shelby (R-AL), Yea
Smith (R-OR), Yea
Snowe (R-ME), Yea
Specter (R-PA), Nay
Stabenow (D-MI), Nay
Stevens (R-AK), Yea
Sununu (R-NH), Nay
Talent (R-MO), Nay
Thomas (R-WY), Yea
Voinovich (R-OH), Nay
Warner (R-VA), Nay
Wyden (D-OR), Nay



YEAs ---36 (AGAINST ending the travel ban)

Alexander (R-TN)
Allen (R-VA)
Bunning (R-KY)
Chambliss (R-GA)
Cochran (R-MS)
Coleman (R-MN)
Cornyn (R-TX)
Corzine (D-NJ)
Dole (R-NC)
Domenici (R-NM)
Ensign (R-NV)
Fitzgerald (R-IL)
Frist (R-TN)
Graham (D-FL)
Graham (R-SC)
Grassley (R-IA)
Gregg (R-NH)
Hatch (R-UT)
Kyl (R-AZ)
Lautenberg (D-NJ)
Lieberman (D-CT)
Lott (R-MS)
Lugar (R-IN)
McCain (R-AZ)
McConnell (R-KY)
Murkowski (R-AK)
Nelson (D-FL)
Nickles (R-OK)
Reid (D-NV)
Santorum (R-PA)
Sessions (R-AL)
Shelby (R-AL)
Smith (R-OR)
Snowe (R-ME)
Stevens (R-AK)
Thomas (R-WY)


NAYs ---59 (IN FAVOR of ending the travel ban)



Akaka (D-HI)
Allard (R-CO)
Baucus (D-MT)
Bayh (D-IN)
Bennett (R-UT)
Biden (D-DE)
Bingaman (D-NM)
Breaux (D-LA)
Brownback (R-KS)
Byrd (D-WV)
Campbell (R-CO)
Cantwell (D-WA)
Carper (D-DE)
Chafee (R-RI)
Clinton (D-NY)
Collins (R-ME)
Conrad (D-ND)
Craig (R-ID)
Crapo (R-ID)
Daschle (D-SD)
Dayton (D-MN)
DeWine (R-OH)
Dodd (D-CT)
Dorgan (D-ND)
Durbin (D-IL)
Enzi (R-WY)
Feingold (D-WI)
Feinstein (D-CA)
Hagel (R-NE)
Harkin (D-IA)
Hollings (D-SC)
Hutchison (R-TX)
Inhofe (R-OK)
Inouye (D-HI)
Jeffords (I-VT)
Johnson (D-SD)
Kennedy (D-MA)
Kohl (D-WI)
Landrieu (D-LA)
Leahy (D-VT)
Levin (D-MI)
Lincoln (D-AR)
Mikulski (D-MD)
Miller (D-GA)
Murray (D-WA)
Nelson (D-NE)
Pryor (D-AR)
Reed (D-RI)
Roberts (R-KS)
Rockefeller (D-WV)
Sarbanes (D-MD)
Schumer (D-NY)
Specter (R-PA)
Stabenow (D-MI)
Sununu (R-NH)
Talent (R-MO)


Voinovich (R-OH)
Warner (R-VA)
Wyden (D-OR)

NOT VOTING- 5

Bond (R-MO)
Boxer (D-CA)
Burns (R-MT)
Edwards (D-NC)
Kerry (D-MA)

UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY VOTE ON UNITED STATES POLICY TOWARDS CUBA- On X November 2003, the General Assembly of the New York, New York-based United Nations voted 179 to 3, with 2 abstentions, to urge the United States of America to change commercial, economic, and political policies towards the Republic of Cuba.
	Year
	Yes
	No
	Abstentions

	2003
	179
	3
	2

	2002
	173
	3
	4

	2001
	167
	3
	3

	2000
	167
	3
	4

	1999
	158
	2
	8

	1998
	157
	2
	12

	1997
	143
	3
	17

	1996
	137
	3
	25

	1995
	117
	3
	38

	1994
	101
	2
	48

	1993
	88
	4
	57

	1992
	59
	3
	71


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 9 October 2003 to 30 October 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	23 October 2003 To  30 October 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	175,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	128,300

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	100,000

metric tons
	80,000

metric tons
	82,100

metric tons
	9,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	40,000

metric tons
	40,000

metric tons
	15,300

metric tons
	16,100

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	35,000

metric tons
	56,000

metric tons
	16,500

meric tons
	
	

	Soybean

Oil
	5,000

metric tons
	26,500

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	95,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	5,000

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	400

running bales
	
	100

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	360,000 metric tons;400 bales
	327,500

metric tons
	262,700 metric tons;100 bales
	74,300

 metric tons
	


	16 October 2003 To  23 October 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	125,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	128,300

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	80,000

metric tons
	80,000

metric tons
	77,300

metric tons
	9,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	40,000

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons
	15,300

metric tons
	5,200

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	35,000

metric tons
	56,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	26,500

metric tons
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	95,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	5,000

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	400

running bales
	
	100

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	285,000 metric tons;400 bales
	337,500

metric tons
	236,430 metric tons;100 bales
	63,400

 metric tons
	


	9 October 2003 To  16 October 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	123,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	128,300

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	80,000

metric tons
	80,000

metric tons
	77,300

metric tons
	9,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	40,000

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons
	15,300

metric tons
	16,100

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	35,000

metric tons
	56,000

metric tons
	16,500

meric tons
	
	

	Soybean

Oil
	
	26,500

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	95,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	5,000

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	400

running bales
	
	100

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	283,000 metric tons;400 bales
	337,500 metric tons
	257,900 metric tons;900 bales
	74,300

 metric tons
	


SENATOR EVAN BAYH OF INDIANA VISITS CUBA- The Honorable Evan Bayh (D- Indiana), a member of the United States Senate, visited the Republic of Cuba from 6 October 2003 to 9 October 2003 with representatives of Indiana-based companies, including Mr. Don Marsh, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Indianapolis, Indiana-based Marsh Supermarkets, Inc. (2002 revenues exceeded US$1 billion), whose subsidiary, Indianapolis, Indiana-based Marsh International was the first United States-based company to contract with Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), for private label packaged food products.  Senator Bayh is the Ranking Minority Member of the Subcommittee on International Trade and Finance of the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the United States Senate.  The Indianapolis, Indiana-based Indiana Farm Bureau signed a non-binding Memorandum of Understanding with Alimport for the potential purchase of approximately US$15 million in agricultural products (pork, soybeans, poultry, eggs, livestock) from Indiana-based companies.  

	Twenty-five containers of various quantities of 140 different Marsh-branded food products, valued at approximately US$750,000.00, were delivered in July 2002 and August 2002.  The Marsh-branded products (and some nationally-recognized brands) purchased by Alimport included condiments, snack foods, baby food, cookies, beverages, pasta, preserves, confections, and soups, among others.   


OFAC RESPONDS TO LETTER ABOUT DENIAL OF LICENSE FOR EXHIBITIONS IN CUBA- Mr. R. Richard Newcomb, Director of the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., has responded to correspondence from Mr. Peter W. Nathan, president of Westport, Connecticut-based PWN Exhibicon International LLC, who organized and conducted the first OFAC-licensed U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition held in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, in September 2002, and the first OFAC-licensed U.S. Healthcare Exhibition held in Havana, Republic of Cuba, in January 2000.  The OFAC, at the direction of the United States Department of State, has declined to issue licenses to conduct a second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition and a second U.S. Healthcare Exhibition.  The following are the texts of Mr. Newcomb’s 25 September 2003 letter to Mr. Nathan and the text of Mr. Nathan’s 16 October 2003 letter to Mr. Newcomb:   

	25 September 2003

Peter W. Nathan

PWN Exhibicon International, LLC

4 Greenbrier Lane

Westport, CT  06880-1621

Dear Mr. Nathan:

This is in response to your letter dated July 30, 2003, requesting details of the foreign policy guidance the Department of State gave to the Office of Foreign Assets Control (“OFAC”) that served as the basis of our denial of a license authorizing you to engage in transactions with Cuba to organize and hold a second food and agricultural trade show and a second medical trade show there.  Consistent with our disclosure practices, we do not disclose interagency or intra-agency memoranda exempt from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act.

It is important to note that there is adequate opportunities for the individuals and entities most directly in the supply chain for food, agricultural commodities, and medical products to obtain their own licenses from OFAC authorizing transactions incident to travel to Cuba for the purpose of marketing, sales negotiations, accompanied delivery, and servicing of the exports that are permitted under current laws and regulations.  Over 130 of such travel licenses have been issued this year.  These licenses permit multiple representatives of the licensed entities to engage in transactions incident to travel to Cuba so they can make their own direct contact with Cuban buyers.  We have not received any information that would indicate that food and agricultural commodity sales to Cuba have been impeded as a result of the license denial with respect to holding a trade show there.

Sincerely, 
R. Richard Newcomb

Director

Office of Foreign Assets Control

	July 30, 2003

Mr. R. Richard Newcomb

Director

Office of Foreign Assets Control

United States Department of the Treasury

Washington, DC 20220

Dear Mr. Newcomb:

Thank you for your letter of July 15, 2003 in reply to my letter to you of June 2, 2003. Unfortunately, you have not answered my request.  

You stated in your letter of July 15, 2003, and in your previous letter of June 2, 2003, that the OFAC was provided “foreign policy guidance” by the United States Department of State; and that this was the basis for the denial of the my license applications to organize and conduct a second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition in Cuba and a second U.S. Healthcare Exhibition in Cuba.  However, it was OFAC, under your signature, that provided the denial to me, not the United States Department of State.  

Furthermore, in your letter of July 15, 2003, you suggest that I contact the United States Department of State.  However, since the “foreign policy guidance” was provided to OFAC, and not to me, I once again request the text of the transmittal(s) to OFAC from the United States Department of State relating to the denial of the license applications.  

Thank you. 

Sincerely,

Peter W. Nathan

President

cc:
Senator Max Baucus


Senator Byron Dorgan


The following is the response by Mr. Peter W. Nathan to the 25 September 2003 letter from Mr. R. Richard Newcomb: 

	October 16, 2003

Mr. R. Richard Newcomb

Director

Office of Foreign Assets Control

U.S. Department of the Treasury

Washington, DC 20220

Dear Mr. Newcomb:

I am replying to your letter of September 25, 2003, which only arrived a few days ago. I am astonished by your assertion that agricultural commodity and food product exports to Cuba have not been impeded as a result of OFAC denying a license to conduct a second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition.  

Fact: The first U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, held in Havana, Cuba, in September 2002, resulted in contracts and agreements valued at US$92 million for U.S.-based companies. In addition, the first U.S. Healthcare Exhibition held in Havana, Cuba, in January 2000, also resulted in contracts and agreements for U.S.-based companies.

Fact: Mr. Pedro Alvarez, Chairman of the Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), has stated, for the record, that because of the immense participation by U.S.-based companies, and because of the immense media coverage, Alimport purchased far more agricultural commodities and food products than had the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition not been held.  Mr. Alvarez has reiterated that the government of Cuba was receiving platitudes from varied constituencies throughout the United States while maintaining purchasing levels based upon the period December 2001 through August 2002; and, thus, there would have been no reason to increase the purchases without the incentive provided by the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition.     

Fact: Had the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition not been held in September 2002, Alimport would have purchased either all or a substantial portion of the US$92 million from companies in Canada, France, China, Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Vietnam, Spain, and as well as other countries.  

Fact: Since December 2001, Alimport has not increased its overall purchases from companies throughout the world, but the U.S. component of the overall purchases has increased.  A second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition would, as Alimport has confirmed, assist with increasing further the U.S. component of overall purchases. 

That OFAC is issuing licenses for representatives of individual U.S. companies to participate in government of Cuba-sponsored exhibitions, and your defense of this practice as evidence for not authorizing a second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, demonstrates a painful lack of understanding of commerce and of the role of trade exhibitions.  

You might find educational value in consulting with officials at both the U.S. Department of Commerce and the U.S. Department of Agriculture to learn the numerous reasons why those agencies not only support U.S. exhibitions abroad but organize and sponsor exhibitions in countries throughout the world.  Their purpose, like mine, is to assist U.S. companies, especially smaller, new-to-market companies, so that they may promote and sell their products.  Denial of such opportunities by OFAC is contrary to the intention of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act of 2000 and of the Cuban Democracy Act of 1992.  

The first U.S. Healthcare Exhibition and the first U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition were cost-effective marketing opportunities for small-size, medium-size, and large-size U.S.-based companies to evaluate the marketplace in Cuba, without, I should add, the insertion of third parties (agents, consultants, etc.).   

There are thousands of U.S.-based companies whose employees, executives, and owners will continue to have no knowledge that lawful opportunities exist for the export of agricultural products, food products, and healthcare products to Cuba without the “umbrella” provided by exhibitions.  

Please consider this letter as a renewed application for licenses to organize and conduct, in Cuba, a second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition and a second U.S. Healthcare Exhibition. 

Sincerely,
Peter W. Nathan

President

cc: 

   The Honorable Max Baucus

   The Honorable Tom Harkin

   The Honorable Mike Enzi

   The Honorable Jeff Bingaman

   The Honorable Patty Murray

   The Honorable Pat Roberts

   The Honorable Maria Cantwell

   The Honorable Byron Dorgan

   The Honorable Blanche Lincoln

   The Honorable Larry Craig
   The Honorable Christopher Dodd


19.34% INCREASE IN AUGUST 2003 AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of August 2003 was US$13,929,864.00, of which US$13,503,804.00 consisted of agricultural products and food products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  

	In June 2002, Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba (MINCEX), projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million.  


The government of the Republic of Cuba imported (not including transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees) from throughout the world, including from the United States, approximately US$553,030,268 in agricultural products and food products in 2002, compared with approximately US$532,010,554.00 in 2001, and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  NOTE: Inclusion of transportation, insurance, and currency transaction fees, and continually presenting multi-year culmulative values in data is misleading, as the actual cost of goods sold remains the sole meaningful value to be disseminated.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; among other products as “agricultural products.”  The United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; as agricultural products.  The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and all agricultural products in calculating TSRA-authorized exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2002
	2003
	% Change
	2002
	2003
	% Change

	January
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68

	February
	US$13,731,785.00
	US$9,036,856.00
	-34.19
	US$23,655,706.00
	US$25,876,117.00
	+9.39

	March
	US$7,889,428.00
	US$17,508,552.00
	+121
	US$31,545,134.00
	US$44,213,092.00
	+40.15

	April
	US$17,770,491.00
	US$24,574,122.00
	+38.29
	US$49,315,625.00
	US$67,913,791.00
	+37.71

	May
	US$5,910,431.00
	US$21,260,422.00
	+259.71
	US$54,960,794.00
	US$89,174,213.00
	+62.25

	June
	US$17,943,951.00
	US$12,915,745.00
	-28.02
	US$73,170,007.00
	US$102,089,958.00
	+39.52

	July
	US$7,479,691.00
	US$22,384,035.00
	+199.26
	US$80,649,698.00
	US$124,473,993.00
	+54.34

	August
	US$10,727,270.00
	US$12,802,131.00
	+19.34
	US$91,376,968.00
	US$137,276,124.00
	+50.23


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2001
	2002
	% Change
	2001
	2002
	% Change

	December
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$8,315,934.00
	+92.55
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$138,634,784.00
	+3,109.95


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the TSRA was reported in December 2001.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2003-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	September 2003
	Not Yet Reported
	

	August 2003
	US$13,503,804.00
	49th (of 223)

	July 2003
	US$22,542,081.00
	35th (of 220)

	June 2003
	US$13,036,149.00
	41st (of 218)

	May 2003
	US$21,260,422.00
	32nd (of 217)

	April 2003
	US$24,574,122.00
	29th (of 216)

	March 2003
	US$17,508,552.00
	38th (of 182)

	February 2003
	US$9,887,911.00
	49th (of 206) 

	January 2003
	US$16,839,261.00
	40th (of 197)

	     Sub-Total 2003
	US$139,152,302.00  (January-August)
	37th  (of 218)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00 (January-December)
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$282,105,992.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	August 2003
	Year-To-Date

	0102100010
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy male
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$3,000.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Tampa, FL
	US$203,629.00
	US$203,629.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$173,600.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Miami, FL
	
	US$217,600.00

	0102100030
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding except dairy male
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$4,600.00

	0102100050
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding except dairy female
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$18,200.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	US$76,175.00
	US$516,156.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$757,793.00
	US$4,663,038.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$1,537,759.00
	US$11,869,046.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL*
	US$74,620.00
	US$522,122.00

	027140045
	chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, feet (paws) 
	Tampa, FL
	US$158,274.00
	US$624,274.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$206,000.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$1,757,684.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, other
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$92,140.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$83,720.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$98,137.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$471,799.00

	0207270050
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,321.00

	0405900000
	Fats and oils derived from milk, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$16,650.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$30,606.00

	0304205005
	Halibut fillets, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	US$6,615.00
	US$6,615.00

	0304208600
	Fish fillets, nesoi, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	US$17,431.00
	US$17,431.00

	0306144010
	King crabs, nesoi, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	US$4,840.00
	US$4,840.00

	0307490010
	Squid fillets, frozen
	Tampa, FL
	US$4,079.00
	US$4,079.00

	0307590000
	Octopus, frozen, dried, salted or in brine
	Tampa, FL
	US$5,443.00
	US$5,443.00

	0401300000
	Milk & cream, not concntrd/swtn, fat content ov 6%
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$21.467.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$48,000.00

	0405900000
	Fats and oils derived from milk, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$16,650.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	US$105,109.00
	US$307,829.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$464,635.00

	0713322000
	Small red (adzuki) beans, except seed drd, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$76,400.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$98,700.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Savannah, GA
	US$15,542.00
	US$15,542.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$7,400.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$62,400.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Savannah, GA
	US$3,941.00
	US$3,941.00

	0713395050
	Pinto beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	US$824,000.00
	US$824,000.00

	0801110000
	Coconuts, desiccated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,080.00

	0806200000
	Grapes, dried (including raisins)
	Mobile, AL
	US$21,552.00
	US$21,522.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$357,403.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	US$14,046.00
	US$197,984.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$51,833.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$6,245,307.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except see, nesoi
	Port Arthur, TX
	US$2,770,800.00
	US$7,533,190.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except see, nesoi
	Houston, TX
	US$5,550,396.00
	US$5,550,396.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 2 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,865,625.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$19,070,227.00

	1006100000
	Rice In The Husk (Paddy Or Rough)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$5,104,078.00

	1006204020
	Rice, Long Grain, Husked (Brown)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,990.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$142,959.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,147,175.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	San Juan, PR
	US$8,561.00
	US$8,561.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$884,625.00

	1103110020
	Groats and meal of wheat, semolina
	Pembina, ND
	
	US$60,325.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,487,838.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$9,768,419.00

	1208100000
	Flours and meals of soybeans
	Tampa, FL
	US$102,726.00
	US$102,726.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$10,556,440.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	
	US$2,261,250.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$43,387.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$16,584,660.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL
	US$8,638.00
	US$29,516.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem. modified
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$67,533.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$103,924.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$62,700.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL
	US$78,505.00
	US$230,270.00

	1601000090
	Sausages & similar prdcts. Other than poultry, Othr
	Miami, FL
	
	US$31,500.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$24,008.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$77,582.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Miami, FL
	US$32,536.00
	US$32,536.00

	1901909085
	Food preps, wheat-flour soya blends
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$290,171.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$151,991.00

	1905909030
	Corn chips and similar crisp savory snack foods
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$7,182.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$259,577.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL
	US$211,313.00
	US$581,982.00

	2005400000
	Peas (pisum sativum) prep/prep nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4.071.00

	2005590000
	Beans, not shelled, prep/pres nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$2,624.00

	2005800000
	Sweet corn, prepared/preserved nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,274.00

	2005906550
	Prepared/preserved vegetables, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$5,462.00

	2008924000
	Mix of fruit, nuts, etc nesoi otherwise prep/pres
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,910.00

	2103202000
	Tomato Ketchup
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,033.00

	2103204000
	Tomato Sauces
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$67,523.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$83,283.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL
	US$40,292.00
	US$149,876.00

	2104100040 
	Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$22,632.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$420,687.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,808.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$60,719.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, canned
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$62,162.00

	2202100020
	Carbonated soft drinks, contng aspartame/saccharin
	Miami, FL
	
	US$24,000.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$12,312.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL
	
	US$7,776.00

	2202100060
	Waters incl mineral & aerated, swtnd/flavord nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$27,000.00

	2204100000
	Sparkling wine of fresh grapes
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$2,522.00

	2204214000
	Sparkling wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs 2l or less
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$21,040.00

	2208200000
	Grape brandy
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$2,716.00

	2208306020
	Whiskies, bourbon, containers not over 4 liters ea
	Tampa, FL
	US$42,940.00
	US$42,940.00

	2208600000
	Vodka
	Tampa, FL
	US$15,624.00
	US$15,624.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$15,403,413.00

	2835250000
	Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	US$562,449.00
	US$1,368,240.00

	3504001000
	Protein Isolates
	Norfolk, VA
	US$40,194.00
	US$40,194.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$58,711.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	US$23,745.00
	US$47,490.00

	4403200065
	Wood in the rough, coniferous, not treated, nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$82,503.00

	4404100095
	Hoopwood/split pole/chipwood/wd stck etc coniferus
	Tampa, FL
	US$2,916.00
	US$2,916.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used
	Tampa, FL
	US$48,741.00
	US$159,516.00

	4418200060
	Doors and their frames, thresholds, of wood
	Miami, FL
	
	US$3,912.00

	4418400000
	Formwork (shuttering) for concrete construction wood
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$46,069.00

	4421904500
	Wood blinds, shutters, screens and shades
	Tampa, FL
	US$6,232.00
	US$6,232.00

	4818900000
	Bed sheets & simlr household/hospital art ppr
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$291,393.00

	4901990050
	Technical, scientific and professional books
	Miami, FL
	US$23,894.00
	US$23,894.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Norfolk, VA
	US$42,960.00
	US$42,960.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$21,398.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$89,620.00
	US$177,896.00

	5702590000
	Carpets, etc othr tex mat, wov, not pile/made-up/tuft
	Miami, FL
	
	US$3,189.00

	7308300000
	Drs, wndws a frms a thrshlds fr drs, iron or steel
	Ogdensburg, NY
	
	US$60,000.00

	8412809000
	Engines and motors
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$49,990.00

	8701901035
	Trcts, agri use, new, pto (44.8-59.7 kw)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$34,658.00

	8703230020
	Vehicles, nesoi, new, eng (1500-3000 cc) le 4cyl
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$25,000.00

	9022902000
	High tension generators, desks, chair, etc.
	Miami, FL
	
	US$85,300.00

	9506910000
	Gymnasium, or oth exercise articles & equip & pts
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$203,746.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Tampa, FL
	US$33,150.00
	US$43,045.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Miami, FL
	
	US$21,998.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Tampa, FL
	US$15,682.00
	US$66,822.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated 
	Miami, FL
	
	US$78,460.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Tampa, FL
	US$136,941.00
	US$265,167.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$158,747.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$12,000.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Miami, FL
	US$201,161.00
	US$1,255,654.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$13,929,864.00
	US$141,815,053.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include

Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2003 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2003

	4901990070
	Hardbound books
	San Juan, PR
	US$3,307.00

	8524320000
	Laser disc for reproducing sound only
	Miami, FL
	US$3,076.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	New York, NY
	US$40,000.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$29,835.00

	9801001097
	Products of U.S. returned after being export, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$159,473.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$235,691.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN AUGUST 2003- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in August 2003 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2003 August

Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of August 2003 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Wheat
	US$8,321,196.00
	61.6%

	2
	Poultry (chicken)
	US$2,604,621.00
	19.2%

	3
	Pinto Beans
	US$824,000.00
	6.1%

	4
	Calcium Hydrogenorthophasphate
	US$562,449.00
	4.1%

	5
	Tomato Paste
	US$211,313.00
	1.5%

	6
	Bovine Animals
	US$203,629.00
	1.5%

	7
	Cotton
	US$132,580.00
	.98%

	8
	Eggs
	US$105,109.00
	.77%

	9
	Flour and Meals of Soybeans
	US$102,726.00
	.76%

	10
	Vegetable Oil
	US$78,505.00
	.58%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$13,146,128.00
	97.35%


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 18 September 2003 to 9 October 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	2 October 2003 To  9 October 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	134,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	117,300

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	95,800

metric tons
	80,000

metric tons
	60,800

metric tons
	9,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons
	15,300

metric tons
	5,200

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	50,000

metric tons
	46,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Soybean

Oil
	5,000

metric tons
	26,500

metric tons
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	95,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	5,000

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	500

running bales
	
	900

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	309,800 metric tons;500 bales
	327,500

metric tons
	103,330

 metric tons;900 bales
	63,400

 metric tons
	


	25 September 2003 To  2 October 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	
	5,000

metric tons
	106,300

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	95,000

metric tons
	80,000

metric tons
	60,800

metric tons
	9,800

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons
	15,300

metric tons
	5,200

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	50,000

metric tons
	46,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Soybean

Oil
	5,000

metric tons
	26,500

metric tons
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	85,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	5,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	500

running bales
	
	900

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	170,000 metric tons;500 bales
	302,500

metric tons
	197,900

 metric tons;900 bales
	63,400

 metric tons
	


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 18 September 2003 to 25 September 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	18 September 2003 To 25 September 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	150,000

metric tons
	
	80,800

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	70,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	60,800

metric tons
	
	

	Soybeans
	
	5,000

metric tons
	15,300

metric tons
	
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	15,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	165,800

metric tons
	86,600

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons 

	Soybean

Oil
	10,000

metric tons
	
	59,700

metric tons
	27,100

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	
	10,000

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	500

running bales
	
	900

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	245,000 metric tons;500 bales
	25,100

metric tons
	417,900

 metric tons;900 bales
	162,100

 metric tons
	


EGREM S.A. IN CUBA SEEKING DISTRIBUTORS FOR MUSIC PRODUCTS- Republic of Cuba government-operated Egrem S.A. has contacted the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council for assistance with identifying United States-based companies to distribute music product created in the Republic of Cuba.  The following messages, by e-mail, were received on 5 June 2003 and 7 June 2003, respectively: 

	“Dear Sirs: It is a pleasure to be inc contact with you from EGREM, the biggest and oldest record label in Cuba with more than 5,000 master of Cuban music.  We got your details from the directory of the [U.S. Food and Agribusiness] Exhibition held in Cuba last year.  We would like to take the opportunity to offer you to do business from Cuba to USA.  As you may know, it is allowed to receive cultural product from Cuba into the USA.  As you are promoting trade, it is possible not only sell food to Cuba but buy cultural products as well.  Cuban music is getting into the market mostly through third countries while it is possible to go directly. We are currently looking for partners to distribute and license our music over there.  We are open to listen any proposal you may have.  We are also offering a line of special products, used for promotion for any Company. We prepare a tailor made selection of music for a personalised CD for Companies.  The design is according to the Company needs and its information is on it.  We can assure you that nobody will destroy that promotion.  Cuban Music CD will last for a very long time. We have very good quotations for our new clients.  Please let us know your comments and your interests in connection with the above.  Waiting to hear from you.  Best regards.”  

	“Please find attached the list of all available products at the moment.  [NOTE: The EGREM S.A. list is thirteen pages; if you would like the list, please contact the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council.]  We have added also the actual availabilities here at our warehouses in case somebody wants to order inmediately.  For more information about each CD you can click on our website www.egrem.com.cu.  If you need any further information, do not hesitate to contact us.  The music CD prices FOB Havana are as follows:  Minimum order 500 CD’s (US$4.50/CD); Orders over 1,000 units (US$4.30/CD); Orders over 100 unit of a single title may receive an additional 10% to use as samples for the title at 50% of the original price.  For CD-Cards (A CD with a post card + envelope at the end of the list) = CD y POSTAL: Minimum order: 500 units (US$2.50/unit; Orders over 1,000 units (US$2.30/unit).  We are also able to produce special products according to our clients needs such as personalised CD’s and Post cards and Corporate CD’s (Cuban music and booklet with Institutional Information from our clients).  Minimum orders 1,000 units; FOB Price for Corporate CD’s (US$3.00/unit); Personalised CD and Post Cards (US$2.20/unit).”

	For information, please contact: Mrs. Minerva Rodriguez- International Division, EGREM S.A.; E-mail: Comercio@egrem.cult.cu or export@egrem.cult.cu


SENATOR NORM COLEMAN OF MINNESOTA VISITS CUBA- The Honorable Norm Coleman (R- Minnesota) visited the Republic of Cuba from 19 September 2003 to 22 September 2003.  Senator Coleman is the chairman of the Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere Affairs of the Committee on Foreign Relations of the United States Senate.

DEPARTMENTS OF STATE, TREASURY, RESPOND TO LETTER FROM 10 U.S. SENATORS- The United States Department of State, in a letter dated 13 August 2003, and the United States Department of the Treasury, in a letter dated 11 September 2003, responded to a letter dated 15 July 2003 signed by ten members of the United States Senate to The Honorable Colin Powell, Secretary of State of the United States, and The Honorable John Snow, Secretary of the Treasury of the United States.  A letter on the same subject dated 9 September 2003 signed by The Honorable Mike Enzi (R- Wyoming), The Honorable Chris Dodd (D- Connecticut), and The Honorable Byron Dorgan (D- North Dakota), to The Honorable Colin Powell, Secretary of State of the United States and The Honorable John Snow, Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, has not received a response. 

	The Honorable Max Baucus (D-Montana), ranking minority member of the Marketing, Inspection, and Promotion Subcommittee of the Committee on Finance of the United States Senate, drafted the 15 July 2003 letter which requested a reversal of a 2 June 2003 decision by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., at the request of the Office of Cuban Affairs of the United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., to deny a license to Westport, Connecticut-based PWN Exhibicon International LLC to organize and conduct a second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, and a second U.S. Healthcare Exhibition in Havana, Republic of Cuba.  


Signatories to the 15 July 2003 letter: The Honorable Max Baucus (D- Montana), The Honorable Tom Harkin (D- Iowa), The Honorable Mike Enzi (R- Wyoming), The Honorable Jeff Bingaman (D- New Mexico), The Honorable Patty Murray (D- Washington), The Honorable Pat Roberts (R- Kansas; and Chairman of the Intelligence Committee of the United States Senate), The Honorable Maria Cantwell (D- Washington), The Honorable Byron Dorgan (D- North Dakota), The Honorable Blanche Lincoln (D- Arkansas), and The Honorable Larry Craig (R- Idaho).
	Text Of Letter From United States Department Of State

	This is in response to your letter of July 15 to the Secretary of State regarding the Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) denial of the licenses for a second U.S. Food and Agribusiness Exhibition and a second U.S. Healthcare Exhibition to be held in Cuba in 2004.

As you may be aware, licenses have been previously issued for agricultural and health fairs to be held in Cuba.  Most recently in 2001, after interagency consultation, OFAC granted a license to PWN Exhibicon to hold an agricultural fair in Cuba.  After refusing PWN Exhibicon’s offers for months, in June 2002, the Cuban regime indicated that it would permit an agricultural fair to take place, and that fair was held in September 2002.

The circumstances in Cuba this year, however, are much different than they were ten months ago, and an interagency review of the applications to hold new agricultural and medical fairs concluded that issuing licenses for the purpose of holding trade exhibitions would be inappropriate at this time.

The regime’s repression of those who seek peaceful and effective change is the backdrop of this decision.  We wish to continue our support for truly independent civil society in Cuba - - the victims of the regime’s repression - - and maintain the multinational momentum for an authentic, rapid, and peaceful transition to democracy.  We believe that the Cuban regime, the besieged opposition, and our foreign partners could interpret licensing of another such fair as conveying a sense of normality and “business as usual,” at a time when governments, international and non-governmental organizations are expressing grave concern over Cuba’s egregious acts of oppression against peaceful advocates of change.  Should the political situation improve, for example, by the regime releasing the unfairly imprisoned opposition members or otherwise indicating its interest in reform, we would be prepared to reconsider our views regarding these types of license requests.

Under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA), the U.S. government continues to review and issue license applications for travel to Cuba under 31 CFR 515.533 (e), e.g., to individual U.S. companies wishing to discuss sales of agricultural commodities to the Cuban government.  Such licenses are normally value for one year and permit individuals directly associated with the licensed entity to make unlimited trips to Cuba for the purpose of arranging sales of approved agricultural commodities.

Since the enactment of TSRA, the U.S. Government has authorized over $1.7 billion worth of sales to Cuba, and the latest Department of Commerce figure indicate that through May 2003, U.S. sales of agricultural commodities to Cuba amounted to $228,464,000.  In addition, we recently clarified the criteria for the issuance of such licenses to permit U.S. port authorities to travel to Cuba for trade promotion purposes.

If you request additional information or believe that we may be of further assistance in this or any other matter, please to not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Paul V. Kelly

Assistant Secretary

Legislative Affairs

United States Department of State


	Text Of Letter From United States Department Of The Treasury

	I am writing in response to your letter of July 15, 2003, addressed to Secretary Snow, regarding the denial of a license by Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (“OFAC”) to authorize the holding of a second food and agricultural exhibition and a second medical exhibition in Havana, Cuba in 2004.  OFAC denied the application for a license to Mr. Peter Nathan, whose company specializes in organizing and holding trade shows.  After consultation with the Department of State for foreign policy guidance, an inter-agency review process concluded that issuing licenses for the purpose of holding trade exhibitions in Cuba would be inappropriate at this time.  As discussed in detail in Assistant Secretary of State Paul V. Kelly’s letter to you on this same topic, the Cuban regime’s recent repressive actions against those who seek peaceful and effective change was the backdrop of this decision.

The Cuban Assets Control Regulations, administered by OFAC, contain provisions for licensing travel-related transactions with Cuba in connection with the sale of food, agricultural commodities, medicine, and medical supplies, pursuant to the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act of 2002 (“TSRA”) and the Cuban Democracy Act of 1992 (“CDA”).  It is important to note that there is adequate opportunities for the individuals and entities most directly in the supply chain for food, agricultural commodities, and medical products to obtain their own licenses from OFAC authorizing transactions incident to travel to Cuba for the purpose of marketing, sales negotiations, accompanied delivery, and servicing of the exports that are permitted under TSRA and the CDA.  Over 100 travel licenses have been issued in the past six months to such diverse entities as companies doing their own direct selling, brokers and distributors, farmers, state farm bureaus and departments of agriculture, farm industry associations and trade councils directly involved in the marketing of specific categories of eligible commodities, and port authorities involved in the shipment of exports.  The licenses permit representatives of these entities to engage in transactions incident to trips to Cuba so they can make their own direct contact with Cuban buyers.  Over $228 million in sales have been made in the last 18 months.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Juan C. Zarate

Deputy Assistant Secretary

Terrorist Financing and Financial Crimes

United States Department of the Treasury


PWN Exhibicon International LLC reports that the company is considering requests by exhibitors who participated in the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition and the U.S. Healthcare Exhibition to file a lawsuit against the OFAC in Federal Court.  PWN Exhibicon International LLC has been informed that the OFAC is authorizing United States-based companies to make payments to Republic of Cuba government-operated entities for the purpose of exhibiting their products and services at the 21st Havana International Trade Fair in November 2003.  OFAC regulations specifically authorize the participation of United States-based companies in public exhibitions held in the Republic of Cuba.    

ING BANK, BNP PARIBAS, SOCIETE GENERALE, SCOTIABANK PROVIDE FINANCING TO CUBA- Amsterdam, The Netherlands-based ING Bank (a subsidiary of Amsterdam, The Netherlands-based ING Group NV has joined Paris, France-based BNP Paribas; Paris, France-based Societe General; and Toronto, Canada-based Scotiabank as sources of payments for Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba.  ING Bank was the first non-Republic of Cuba government-operated bank to be permitted to have operations in the Republic of Cuba since 1959.  While Scotiabank has provided Alimport with financing, no United States-based company has thus far reported receiving payments through Scotiabank.  During the period December 2001 through July 2003, Alimport has contracted with Societe Generale, BNP Paribas, and ING Bank to transfer approximately US$268,602,188.00 (not including transportation costs) to United States-based companies under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act of 2000 (TSRA) which re-authorized the direct commercial export (on a cash basis or with non-United States-origin financing) of agricultural products and food products to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.
	Navemar S.A., a joint venture shipping company whose shareholders are Spain-based Perez and Company, Republic of Cuba government-operated Acemex S.A., and Republic of Cuba government-operated Associacion Portuaria, has container shipping operations at the Port of Santiago de Cuba (860 kilometers east of the city of Havana) in exclusive cooperation with Marseilles, France-based CMA-CGM (2002 revenues approximately US$1.4 billion).Acemex S.A., the representative in the Republic of Cuba for CMA-CGM, has a 50%-50% joint venture, Netherlands Caribbean Bank (registered in Curacao), with Amsterdam, The Netherlands-based ING Group NV, which permitted ING Group NV.  Acemex, S.A. is a shipping company registered in Liechtenstein and owned by Republic of Cuba government-operated entities.  Netherlands Caribbean Bank initially focused upon non-traditional commodity financing, with US$40 million in credits applicable to mining, tourism, and commodities industries.  ING Group NV has a substantial presence (banking and insurance) throughout the United States through Atlanta, Georgia-based ING Americas; New York, New York-based ING Barings; and Des Moines, Iowa-based Equitable of Iowa Companies, Inc. 


	BNP Paribas
Mr. Jean-Louis Salas

Centro de Negocios Miramar

Edif. B (Oficina 407)

3rd Ave. entre 78 y 80

Miramar, Municipio Playa, La Habana

Ciudad de la Habana, Cuba

Telephone (53 7) 204-8854/55; Facsímile (53 7) 204-8856

E-mail: bnpsec@ip.etecsa.cu

	Societe Genérale

Mr. Francois Santejny

Edif. Lonja del Comercio (Oficina 4-A)

Lamparilla No. 2 entre

Ave. del Puerto y Oficios

Municipio Habana Vieja, La Habana

Ciudad de la Habana, Cuba

Telephone  (53 7) 66-9813/14; Facsimile (53 7) 66-9808

E-mail: socgenc@ip.etecsa.cu

	ING Barings

Mr. Eric Marinus

5th Ave. No. 6407 esq. A 66,

Miramar, Municipio Playa, La Habana

Ciudad de la Habana, Cuba

Telephone (53 7) 204-9520; Facsimile (53 7) 204-0422/4950

E-mail: Eric.marinus@ingbank.com; carel.lopez@ingbank.com; Elvira.fernandez@ingbank.com

	Scotiabank (Canada)

Carlos Lugo
Account Manager
Mexico, Central America & the Caribbean
Trade Finance & Correspondent Banking
Scotiabank

9th Floor
100 Yonge Street
Toronto, Ontario
Canada M5C 2W1

Telephone: (416) 866-5915; Facsimile: (416) 866-2843

E-mail: carlos.lugo@scotiabank.com


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the periods 4 September 2003 to 11 September 2003 and 11 September 2003 to 18 September 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	11 September 2003 To 18 September 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	150,000

metric tons
	
	80,800

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	
	
	5,500

metric tons
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	90,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	38,800

metric tons
	
	

	Soybeans
	
	5,000

metric tons
	15,300

metric tons
	
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	15,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	165,800

metric tons
	86,600

metric tons
	 

	Soybean

Oil
	10,000

metric tons
	
	59,700

metric tons
	27,100

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	
	10,000

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	700

running bales
	
	600

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	265,000 metric tons;700 bales
	25,100

metric tons
	375,900

 metric tons;600 bales
	162,100

 metric tons
	


	4 September 2003 To 11 September 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	150,000

metric tons
	
	80,800

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	105,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	24,100

metric tons
	
	

	Soybeans
	15,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	15,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	165,800

metric tons
	86,600

metric tons
	 

	Soybean

Oil
	10,000

metric tons
	6,100

metric tons
	59,700

metric tons
	21,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	
	10,000

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	900

running bales
	
	400

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	300,000 metric tons;900 bales
	31,100

metric tons
	340,400

 metric tons;300 bales
	156,000

 metric tons
	


SHERRITT INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION OF CANADA SELLS WIRELESS SHAREHOLDING IN CUBA- On 5 September 2003, Toronto, Canada-based Sherritt International Corporation (2002 revenues CA$806 million; approximately US$524 million), which has a 40% indirect (through a subsidiary, Toronto, Canada-baed Sherritt International Communications, Inc.) shareholding in Republic of Cuba government-operated Telefonos Celulares de Cuba S.A. (Cubacel), reported that the company was disposing of a shareholding in a Republic of Cuba-based cellular telephone concession.  Cubacel is a joint venture between Mexico-based Telecommunications Internacionales de Mexico (TIMSA) and Panama City, Panama-based UTISA (which is also controlled by the Ministry of Information and Communications of the Republic of Cuba).  

	For the calendar year 2002, Cubacel reported revenues of US$23.6 million (compared to US$23.1 million in 2001); 17,850 customers (permanent and temporary); and provided services to an average of 1,195 customers per month.  In April 2001, Cubacel became the fifth Internet Service Provider (ISP) located within the Republic of Cuba.  


In 2001, H.E. Ignacio Gonzalez Planas, Minister of Information and Communications of the Republic of Cuba, reported that the government of the Republic of Cuba was emphasizing wireless (mobile) versus fixed line communications.  Minister Gonzalez has asked Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa de Telecomunicaciones de Cuba S.A. (Etec S.A.) and Cubacel to establish an alliance to develop Peso-priced wireless communications services throughout the Republic of Cuba.  Currently, wireless communications are only available to Republic of Cuba nationals if paid for using U.S. Dollars.  Minister Gonzalez implied that ETEC S.A. and Cubacel, both joint ventures, were resisting the alliance proposal.  The text of the media release follows:

	Sherritt International Sells Telecommunications Interests

	TORONTO, Sept. 5 /CNW/ - Sherritt International Corporation today announced that it has sold its 40% indirect interest in Telefonos Celulares de Cuba, S.A. (Cubacel) to Telefonica Antillana S.A., a Cuban government agency.  Sherritt will receive 80% of the U.S. $43.0 million selling price for its Cubacel interest with the remaining 20% going to the private holder of the minority interest in the Cubacel investment. The U.S. $43.0 million purchase price is comprised of an initial payment of U.S. $10.0 million, which has been paid and a series of quarterly payments extending until August 2007. Interest will be paid on outstanding amounts at a rate of 6% per annum. Sherritt’s proceeds of the sale are approximately equal to its CA$45.1 million [approximately US$31.57 million] net book value of the Cubacel investment.  Sherritt International Corporation, with assets of CA$2.3 billion [approximately US$1.61 billion], is a diversified Canadian natural resource company that operates in Canada, Cuba and internationally. Sherritt’s 131 million restricted voting shares and CA$600 million [approximately US$420 million] of 6% convertible debentures trade on the Toronto Stock Exchange under the symbols S and S.DB, respectively. Sherritt’s CA$105 million [approximately US$73.5 million] 9.875% senior unsecured debentures trade on the over-the-counter bond market.


On 1 May 2003, Sherritt International Corporation reported that “Capital expenditures during the first quarter [2003] were primarily incurred by the telecommunications business on a new switch to ensure sufficient capacity to handle anticipated future growth.  The switch is expected to be operational during the second quarter [2003].”  Sherritt International Corporation published the following information about the operations of Cubacel for 2002:
	The cellular telephone concession of CA$22 million (approximately US$14.43 million) as at December 31, 2002 (2001- CA$24.3 million (approximately US$15.75) and goodwill of CA$15.1 million (approximately US$9.81 million) as at December 31, 2002 (2001- CA$15.1 million) are net of amortization of CA$10.0 million (approximately US$6.5 million) as at December 31, 2002 (2001- CA$7.9 million (approximately US$5.13 million) and CA$4.9 million (US$3.18 million) as at December 31, 2002 (2001- CA$4.9 million).

	Cubacel, our Cuban cellphone business, is in the process of installing new equipment and technology, which will allow it to accommodate a greatly expanded customer base.  Cubacel generated CA$3 million (approximately US$1.9 million) in operating earnings for Sherritt last year and its billing minutes grew by 13%.

	Revenue from the telecommunications business remained flat in 2002 at approximately CA$17.5 million (approximately US$11.3 million).  Cubacel’s subscriber base more than doubled to almost 18,000 users by the end of 2002, reflecting strong growth in the prepaid subscriber market in response to new customer activation promotions in the latter half of the year.  This increase was offset by a 31% decrease in average revenue per user to US$189.00 per month.  The reduction in the average revenue per user resulted from the significant increase in the number of prepaid subscribers, which tend to generate lower revenue per customer, and lower roaming revenue due to reduced tourism and competition from a new provider of international cellphone coverage.  [NOTE: Cubacel reported approximately 8,000 permanent cellular telephone customers in 2001.]

	Cubacel intends to continue its strategy of aggressively expanding its subscriber base.  During 2002, discussions commenced with Cuban regulators regarding options to expand in Cuba and with compatible cellular providers in Canada for automatic roaming capabilities in Cuba, both of which will provide additional revenue for Cubacel.


In November 2002, Rio de Janeiro-based Brazil National Development Bank (BNDES) reported that Sao Paulo, Brazil-based Ericsson Telecomunicacoes S.A. (a subsidiary of Stockholm, Sweden-based Telefonaktiebolaget LM Ericsson) was planning to export telecommunications equipment valued at US$60 million to Cubacel, using financing provided by BNDES.  Mr. Renato Sucupira, Director of Exports of BNDES, reported that the release of the financing was awaiting final approval by the Board of Directors of Cubacel.  In February 2002, Sao-Paulo, Brazil-based Kathrein Mobilcom Brasil Ltda., a subsidiary of Rosenheim, Germany-based Kathrein-Werke KG (2002 revenues approximately US$790 million), reported that the company expected to market wireless telephone antennas throughout the Republic of Cuba in 2002, using export financing provided by BNDES.  Kathrein-Werke KG reports that the company is “the oldest and largest aerial manufacturer in the world and a leading high-tech company in communication technology.”  

	Cubacel, which was established in 1991 and commenced operations in 1993, has a twenty-year exclusive contract to provide both analog cellular service within the 800 MHz band and digital cellular service within the 800 MHz band throughout the Republic of Cuba.  Cubacel operates with the GSM 1900 standard used in the United States.


A second wireless company, Republic of Cuba government-operated Celulares del Caribe (C-COM), commenced operations in 2001 and is operating with Global System Mobile (GSM) 900/1800 standard (used on the European continent).  The shareholders in C-COM are Republic of Cuba government-operated Copextel S.A. (under the auspice of the Ministry of Information and Communications of the Republic of Cuba) and Republic of Cuba government-operated Cutisa S.A. (under the auspice of the Ministry of Information and Communications of the Republic of Cuba).  Madrid, Spain-based Telefonica Moviles Soluciones S.A. (a subsidiary of Madrid, Spain-based Telefonica S.A., 2002 revenues exceeded US$25 billion) has a technical assistance agreement with C-COM, whereby Telefonica Moviles Soluciones S.A. will train C-COM personnel, provide consultative services to C-COM, and provide other unspecified support to C-COM.  Telefonica and C-COM also have a roaming agreement.  Initial service has been provided to the city of Havana, resort area of Varadero (140 kilometers east of Havana), and along the highway between Havana and Varadero.  Service is expected to be expanded in 2002 to other tourism-related areas throughout the Republic of Cuba.  C-COM has not disclosed sources of financing, sources of equipment, or the number of permanent subscribers.  C-COM reports that the company has roaming agreements with companies in France, the United Kingdom, Germany, Italy, and other unspecified countries on the European continent.    

	The decision by Sherritt International Corporation to dispose of the shareholding in Cubacel may have been based upon the following conditions: 1) Funds may have opportunity for higher rate of return in another commercial sector; 2) Cubacel’s marketshare may be jeopardized due to introduction of GSM system by a competing company; 3) Sherritt International Corporation is seeking to re-focus upon energy-related commercial sectors; 4) The unpredictability of Cubacel to have available funds given the chronic shortage of foreign exchange by the government of the Republic of Cuba; 5) Evaluation by representatives of the United States government relating to Sherritt International Corporation-involved investments within the Republic of Cuba, and a potential restriction by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., as to the use by individuals subject to United States law of assets within the Republic of Cuba within which Sherritt International Corporation has an interest.  The basis for a decision: In 1996, Sherritt International Corporation was sanctioned under provisions of the Libertad Act, which permits the United States Government to place restrictions upon non-United States-based companies that use an asset within the Republic of Cuba upon which there is an unresolved claim against the government of the Republic of Cuba.  For Sherritt International Corporation, although the sanction under the Libertad Act involved use of a nickel mine in Holguin Province (880 kilometers north east of the city of Havana), the OFAC could prohibit individuals subject to United States law from purchasing the services of Cubacel or staying at two hotels located in the Republic of Cuba, using the argument that profits from the nickel mine were used to purchase investments in Cubacel and the two hotels.  According to the 2002 annual report of Sherritt International Corporation, the company “holds a 25% indirect interest in the concession for the Las Americas luxury beachfront hotel and bungalow complex located on the Hicacos peninsula in Varadero, Cuba. The Corporation also holds a 12.5% indirect interest in the Hotel Habana, a business-oriented hotel in Havana, Cuba. The Sol Melia hotel group of Spain manages the business operations of both hotel complexes.”  Palma de Mallorca, Spain-based Sol Melia S.A. (2002 revenues approximately US$800 million), reports that the company manages and/or has equity in twenty-three hotels in the Republic of Cuba.


FORD MOTOR COMPANY SUBSIDIARY CHASSIS USED BY TRANSSBUS INDUSTRIAL S.A.- Transsbus Industria S.A., a joint venture between Joinville, Santa Catarina, Brazil-based Busscar (2002 revenues approximately US$280 million) and Republic of Cuba government-operated Unecamoto and Republic of Cuba government-operated Transime (both entities under the auspices of the Ministry of the Steel, Mechanical, and Recycling Industries of the Republic of Cuba), have used Brazil-produced Dearborn, Michigan-based Ford Motor Company (2002 revenues US$163 billion) chassis in the assembly of some tourism buses and/or tourism mini-buses, although the chassis reportedly had non-Ford motors.  
	Busscar has a 30% shareholding, Unecamoto has a 35% shareholding, and Transime has a 35% shareholding in Transsbus Industria S.A. which expected to assemble, for sale within the Republic of Cuba, 220 urban buses in 2001, 120 tourism buses in 2001, and 120 mini-buses for the tourism sector in 2001.  Transsbus Industria S.A. reported assembling more than 200 urban buses in 2000. 


Transsbus Industria S.A. assembles urban buses with bodies manufactured by Busscar and chassis manufactured by Stuttgart, Germany-based Mercedes-Benz AG (a subsidiary of Stuttgart, Germany-based DaimlerChrysler AG).  Transsbus Industria S.A. assembles tourism buses with bodies manufactured by Busscar and chassis manufactured by Mercedes-Benz AG and Goteborg, Sweden-based AB Volvo. Transsbus Industria S.A. assembled mini-buses with bodies manufactured by Busscar and chassis manufactured by Mercedes-Benz AG, AB Volvo, and Wolfsburg, Germany-based Volkswagen AG, though at least one lot of Ford-produced chassis was used in 2001.

	In 1999, Ford Motor Company purchased the automobile operations of AB Volvo for approximately US$6.4 billion.  Executives at Ford Motor Company and at AB Volvo said at the time of the purchase that agreements within the Republic of Cuba and sales of vehicles to the Republic of Cuba would not be affected by the sale of the automotive division.


UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APPROVES TRAVEL, REMITTANCE, AMENDMENTS- On 9 September 2003, the United States House of Representatives approved (381 For; 39 Against; 14 Not Voting) H.R. 2989, the “Transportation, Treasury, and Independent Agencies Appropriation Act of 2004” which provides spending authority for the fiscal year ending 30 September 2004.  Three (3) Republic of Cuba-related amendments were included in H.R. 2989:

	The Honorable Jeff Flake (R- Arizona, 6th): SEC. 745.  (a) None of the funds made available in this Act may be used to administer or enforce part 515 of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations (the Cuban Assets Control Regulations) with respect to any travel or travel-related transaction.  (b) The limitation established in subsection (a) shall not apply to the administration of general or specific licenses for travel or travel-related transactions, shall not apply to section 515.204, 515.206, 515.332, 515.536, 515.544, 515.547, 515.560(c)(3), 515.569, 515.571, or 515.803 of such part 515, and shall not apply to transactions in relation to any business travel covered by section 515.560(g) of such part 515. 

	

	The Honorable William Delahunt (D- Massachusetts, 10th): SEC. 746. None of the funds made available in this Act may be used to enforce any restriction on remittances to nationals of Cuba or Cuban households, including remittances for emigration expenses, covered by section 515.570 or 515.560(c) of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations, other than the restriction that remittances not be made from a blocked source and the restriction that no member of the payee's household be a senior-level Government official or senior-level communist party official.

	

	The Honorable Jim Davis (D- Florida, 11th): SEC. 749. (a) None of the funds made available in this Act may be used to implement, administer, or enforce the amendments made to section 515.565(b)(2) of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations (relating to specific licenses for `people-to-people' educational exchanges), as published in the Federal Register on March 24, 2003.  (b) The limitation in subsection (a) shall not apply to the implementation, administration, or enforcement of 515.560(c)(3) of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations.


Representative Flake’s amendment received fewer votes in 2003 than in 2002, a decline of 13%, attributable to the impact of decisions by the government of the Republic of Cuba in April 2003 and May 2003 relating to manner by which Republic of Cuba nationals were arrested, detained, tried, imprisoned, and executed; and, for Republicans, not being positioned as opposing The Honorable George W. Bush, President of the United States of America, on an issue deemed by the President to be of importance relating to the State of Florida in terms of the 2004 election.  The amendment received 27% fewer Republican votes compared to 2002 and received 8% fewer Democratic votes compared to 2002.  Overall, there was an increase of 21% in votes against the amendment compared to 2002. 

	Representative Flake (SEC. 745)

	2003
	2002
	2001

	For
	Against
	Not Voting
	For
	Against
	Not Voting
	For
	Against
	Not Voting

	227
	188
	20
	262
	167
	6
	240
	186
	9


Representative Delahunt’s amendment (introduced by Representative Flake in 2002) received fewer votes in 2003 than in 2002, a decline of approximately 11.5%, attributable to the impact of decisions by the government of the Republic of Cuba in April 2003 and May 2003 relating to manner by which Republic of Cuba nationals were arrested, detained, tried, imprisoned, and executed; and, for Republicans, not being positioned as opposing The Honorable George W. Bush, President of the United States of America, on an issue deemed by the President to be of importance relating to the State of Florida in terms of the 2004 election.  The amendment received 28% fewer Republican votes compared to 2002 and received   6% fewer Democratic votes compared to 2002.  Overall, there was an increase of 10% in votes against the amendment compared to 2002.

	Representative Delahunt (SEC. 746)

	2003
	2002

	For
	Against
	Not Voting
	For
	Against
	Not Voting

	222
	196
	17
	251
	177
	7


Representative Davis’ amendment was not introduced in previous years, as the amendment is a response to a 2003 decision by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury to rescind the issuance of licenses for certain Republic of Cuba-related travel categories.  

	Representative Davis (SEC. 749)

	2003

	For
	Against
	Not Voting

	246
	173
	16


The amendments would prohibit the United States Department of the Treasury from using budgetary authority to enforce, for one year, certain regulations: a) Republic of Cuba-related commercial transactions b) Republic of Cuba-related travel transactions and c) Republic of Cuba-related remittances.  Currently, the United States Department of the Treasury enforces Republic of Cuba-related regulations through the OFAC.  [NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce also enforces Republic of Cuba-related regulations, through the Bureau of Industry and Security.]  The three amendments do not rescind the Republic of Cuba-related regulations.  The three amendments did rescind the budgetary authority to enforce the Republic of Cuba-related regulations through 30 September 2004.  Thus, if the amendments are included in the final legislation signed into law, any individual subject to United States law engaging in Republic of Cuba-related activities might not be subject to enforcement action by the OFAC through 30 September 2004, but might be subject to enforcement action through another agency of the United States government or, if the amendments were not included in subsequent legislation signed into law, be subject to retroactive enforcement action from the OFAC.  

SENATOR BAUCUS AND REPRESENTATIVE REHBERG VISIT CUBA- The Honorable Max Baucus (D- Montana) and The Honorable Denny Rehberg (R- Montana, At-Large) visited the Republic of Cuba from 12 September 2003 to 15 September 2003 with a delegation including representatives of seven Montana-based agricultural commodity companies.  Both Senator Baucus and Representative Rehberg have previously visited the Republic of Cuba.  

	Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), has reportedly agreed to purchase, within the next six months, approximately US$10 million in agricultural products and food products from Montana-based companies.  The purchases are authorized under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act of 2000 (TSRA) which re-authorized the direct commercial export (on a cash basis or with non-United States-origin financing) of agricultural products and food products to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.    


Senator Baucus, ranking minority member of the Marketing, Inspection, and Promotion Subcommittee of the Committee on Finance of the United States Senate, drafted a letter, which was then signed by him and nine members of the United States Senate on 15 July 2003, to The Honorable John Snow, United States Secretary of the Treasury, and The Honorable Colin Powell, United States Secretary of State, requesting a reversal of a 2 June 2003 decision by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., at the request of the Office of Cuban Affairs of the United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., to deny a license to Westport, Connecticut-based PWN Exhibicon International LLC to organize and conduct a second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, and a second U.S. Healthcare Exhibition in Havana, Republic of Cuba.  

	Signatories to the letter: The Honorable Max Baucus (D- Montana), The Honorable Tom Harkin (D- Iowa), The Honorable Mike Enzi (R- Wyoming), The Honorable Jeff Bingaman (D- New Mexico), The Honorable Patty Murray (D- Washington), The Honorable Pat Roberts (R- Kansas; and Chairman of the Intelligence Committee of the United States Senate), The Honorable Maria Cantwell (D- Washington), The Honorable Byron Dorgan (D- North Dakota), The Honorable Blanche Lincoln (D- Arkansas), and The Honorable Larry Craig (R- Idaho).


On 30 April 2003, Senator Baucus introduced S. 950, the “Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act of 2003.”  Original co-sponsors of the legislation: The Honorable Byron Dorgan (D- North Dakota), The Honorable Mark Dayton (DFL- Minnesota), The Honorable Jeff Bingaman (D- New Mexico), The Honorable Lincoln Chafee (R- Rhode Island), The Honorable Larry Craig (R- Idaho), The Honorable Timothy Johnson (D- South Dakota), The Honorable Mike Enzi (R- Wyoming), and The Honorable Patty Murray (D- Washington).  Current sponsors of S. 950:  

	Sen Dorgan, Byron L. - 4/30/2003 [ND]
	Sen Baucus, Max - 4/30/2003 [MT]

	Sen Dayton, Mark - 4/30/2003 [MN]
	Sen Bingaman, Jeff - 4/30/2003 [NM]

	Sen Chafee, Lincoln D. - 4/30/2003 [RI]
	Sen Craig, Larry E. - 4/30/2003 [ID]

	Sen Johnson, Tim - 4/30/2003 [SD]
	Sen Murray, Patty - 4/30/2003 [WA]

	Sen Jeffords, James M. - 5/5/2003 [VT]
	Sen Feinstein, Dianne - 5/6/2003 [CA]

	Sen Leahy, Patrick J. - 5/12/2003 [VT]
	Sen Nelson, E. Benjamin - 5/13/2003 [NE]

	Sen Feingold, Russell D. - 5/14/2003 [WI]
	Sen Boxer, Barbara - 5/15/2003 [CA]

	Sen Crapo, Michael D. - 5/15/2003 [ID]
	Sen Durbin, Richard J. - 5/21/2003 [IL]

	Sen Bond, Christopher S. - 6/3/2003 [MO]
	Sen Sununu, John E. - 6/4/2003 [NH]

	Sen Harkin, Tom - 6/9/2003 [IA]
	Sen Talent, Jim - 6/20/2003 [MO]

	Sen Cantwell, Maria - 6/23/2003 [WA]
	Sen Kennedy, Edward M. - 6/23/2003 [MA]

	Sen Reed, John F. - 7/7/2003 [RI]
	Sen Akaka, Daniel K. - 7/23/2003 [HI]

	Sen Dodd, Christopher J. - 7/29/2003 [CT]
	Sen Hagel, Chuck - 7/31/2003 [NE]

	Sen Lincoln, Blanche - 8/1/2003 [AR]
	


	To allow travel between the United States and Cuba.  Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.  This Act may be cited as the `Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act of 2003'.


SEC. 2. TRAVEL TO CUBA.


(a) FREEDOM OF TRAVEL FOR UNITED STATES CITIZENS AND LEGAL RESIDENTS- Subject to section 3, the President shall not regulate or prohibit, directly or indirectly, travel to or from Cuba by United States citizens or legal residents, or any of the transactions incident to such travel that are set forth in subsection (b).


(b) TRANSACTIONS INCIDENT TO TRAVEL- The transactions referred to in subsection (a) are-- (1) any transactions ordinarily incident to travel to or from Cuba, including the importation into Cuba or the United States of accompanied baggage for personal use only; (2) any transactions ordinarily incident to travel or maintenance within Cuba, including the payment of living expenses and the acquisition of goods or services for personal use; (3) any transactions ordinarily incident to the arrangement, promotion, or facilitation of travel to, from, or within Cuba; (4) any transactions incident to nonscheduled air, sea, or land voyages, except that this paragraph does not authorize the carriage of articles into Cuba or the United States except accompanied baggage; and (5) normal banking transactions incident to the activities described in the preceding provisions of this subsection, including the issuance, clearing, processing, or payment of checks, drafts, traveler's checks, credit or debit card instruments, or similar instruments.

SEC. 3. EXCEPTIONS.
(a) SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES- The restrictions on authority contained in section 2 do not apply in a case in which the United States is at war with Cuba, armed hostilities between the two countries are in progress, or there is imminent danger to the public health or the physical safety of United States travelers.


(b) IMPORTATION OF GOODS FOR PERSONAL CONSUMPTION- Section 2 does not authorize the importation into the United States of any goods for personal consumption acquired in Cuba.


SEC. 4. APPLICABILITY.


This Act applies to actions taken by the President before the date of the enactment of this Act that are in effect on such date of enactment, and to actions taken on or after such date.


SEC. 5. INAPPLICABILITY OF OTHER PROVISIONS.


This Act applies notwithstanding section 102(h) of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (22 U.S.C. 6032(h)) and section 910(b) of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7210(b)).


PORT PENSACOLA IN FLORIDA IS 17th TRANSPORTATION POINT FOR TSRA EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Port of Pensacola, Florida, is the 17th transportation point for agricultural products and food products exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act of 2000 (TSRA) which re-authorized the direct commercial export (on a cash basis or with non-United States-origin financing) of agricultural products and food products to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  On 24 August 2003, approximately 2,000 metric tons of pinto beans were transported from the Port of Pensacola to the Republic of Cuba.   

UPDATE ON U.S. PORT ACTIVITY- Since December 2001, when the first direct commercial export of agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 was reported, shipments have originated from fourteen ports in the United States.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  
	At the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana (Pabexpo) in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 through 30 September 2002, Jacksonville, Florida-based Crowley Liner Services, a subsidiary of San Diego, California-based Crowley Maritime Corporation (2002 revenues approximately US$1.2 billion) renewed an agreement signed in 2001, valued at approximately US$1.9 million, with Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), to provide container cargo services from the United States to the Republic of Cuba for products authorized by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C.

	Alimport generally contracts directly with non-United States-based companies for the use of bulk vessels to deliver agricultural products exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, including Cuernavaca, Mexico-based PACNAV de Mexico S.A. de C.V.


	List Of Ports Involved With BIS-Authorized Exports To The Republic Of Cuba

	
	Port
	State

	1
	Beaumont
	Texas

	2
	Freeport
	Texas

	3
	Galveston
	Texas

	4
	Houston
	Texas

	5
	Corpus Christi
	Texas

	6
	Lake Charles
	Louisiana

	7
	New Orleans
	Louisiana

	8
	Gulfport
	Mississippi

	9
	Pascagoula
	Mississippi

	10
	Mobile
	Alabama

	11
	Savannah
	Georgia

	12
	Norfolk
	Virginia

	13
	Jacksonville
	Florida

	14
	Manatee
	Florida

	15
	Port Everglades
	Florida

	16
	Pensacola
	Florida

	17
	Tampa
	Florida


In 2002, approximately 875,000 metric tons of agricultural products and food products, with a combined value of US$138,634,784.00, were delivered on eighty-three vessels and three cargo aircraft (livestock; product samples) to the Republic of Cuba.  The agricultural products and food products were sourced from thirty-four states.  

	The Miami International Airport in Miami, Florida, has also processed TSRA-authorized product exports (livestock; product samples) for shipment (air cargo) from the United States to the Republic of Cuba. 


199.26% INCREASE IN JULY 2003 AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of July 2003 was US$22,596,329.00, of which US$22,542,081.00 consists of agricultural products and food products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  

	In June 2002, Alimport projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million.  Alimport agricultural product and food product purchases were US$4.5 million in 2001.


The government of the Republic of Cuba imported approximately US$553,030,268 in agricultural products and food products in 2002, compared with approximately US$532,010,554.00 in 2001, and US$497,964,471.00 in 2000.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; among other products as “agricultural products,” although the United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; as agricultural products.  The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and agricultural products in monthly and yearly data.


	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2002
	2003
	% Change
	2002
	2003
	% Change

	January
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68

	February
	US$13,731,785.00
	US$9,036,856.00
	-34.19
	US$23,655,706.00
	US$25,876,117.00
	+9.39

	March
	US$7,889,428.00
	US$17,508,552.00
	+121
	US$31,545,134.00
	US$44,213,092.00
	+40.15

	April
	US$17,770,491.00
	US$24,574,122.00
	+38.29
	US$49,315,625.00
	US$67,913,791.00
	+37.71

	May
	US$5,910,431.00
	US$21,260,422.00
	+259.71
	US$54,960,794.00
	US$89,174,213.00
	+62.25

	June
	US$17,943,951.00
	US$12,915,745.00
	-28.02
	US$73,170,007.00
	US$102,089,958.00
	+39.52

	July
	US$7,479,691.00
	US$22,384,035.00
	+199.26
	US$80,649,698.00
	US$124,473,993.00
	+54.34

	Department of Commerce Reported Data

	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2001
	2002
	% Change
	2001
	2002
	% Change

	December
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$8,315,934.00
	+92.55
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$138,634,784.00
	+3,109.95


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the TSRA was reported in December 2001.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2003-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	August 2003
	Not Yet Reported
	Not Yet Reported

	July 2003
	US$22,542,081.00
	35th (of 220)

	June 2003
	US$13,036,149.00
	41st (of 218)

	May 2003
	US$21,260,422.00
	32nd (of 217)

	April 2003
	US$24,574,122.00
	29th (of 216)

	March 2003
	US$17,508,552.00
	38th (of 182)

	February 2003
	US$9,887,911.00
	49th (of 206) 

	January 2003
	US$16,839,261.00
	40th (of 197)

	     Sub-Total 2003
	US$125,648,498.00 (January-July)
	37th  (of 218)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00 (January-December)
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$268,602,188.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	July 2003
	Year-To-Date

	0102100010
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy male
	Mobile, AL
	US$3,000.00
	US$3,000.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Mobile, AL
	US$173,600.00
	US$173,600.00

	0102100020
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding dairy female
	Miami, FL
	US$217,600.00
	US$217,600.00

	0102100030
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding except dairy male
	Mobile, AL
	US$4,600.00
	US$4,600.00

	0102100050
	Bovine animals, live, purebred breeding except dairy female
	Mobile, AL
	US$18,200.00
	US$18,200.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	
	US$439,981.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$377,231.00
	US$3,905,245.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$10,331,287.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL*
	US$234,599.00
	US$447,502.00

	027140045
	chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, feet (paws) 
	Tampa, FL
	US$142,000.00
	US$466,000.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$206,000.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	US$119,397.00
	US$1,757,684.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, other
	Savannah, GA
	US$21,632.00
	US$92,140.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$83,720.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$98,137.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Mobile, AL*
	US$42,640.00
	US$471,799.00

	0207270050
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,321.00

	0405900000
	Fats and oils derived from milk, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$16,650.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$30,606.00

	0401300000
	Milk & cream, not concntrd/swtn, fat content ov 6%
	Tampa, FL
	US$21,467.00
	US$21.467.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL
	U$28,800.00
	US$48,000.00

	0405900000
	Fats and oils derived from milk, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$16,650.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	US$26,277.00
	US$202,720.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$464,635.00

	0713322000
	Small red (adzuki) beans, except seed drd, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$76,400.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$98,700.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$7,400.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$62,400.00

	0801110000
	Coconuts, desiccated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,080.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$357,403.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$183,938.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$15,000.00
	US$51,833.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$926,000.00
	US$6,245,307.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except see, nesoi
	Port Arthur, TX
	
	US$4,762,390.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 2 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,865,625.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$5,123,440.00
	US$19,070,227.00

	1006100000
	Rice In The Husk (Paddy Or Rough)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$5,104,078.00

	1006204020
	Rice, Long Grain, Husked (Brown)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,990.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	Tampa, FL
	US$12,897.00
	US$142,959.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,179,750.00
	US$3,147,175.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$884,625.00

	1103110020
	Groats and meal of wheat, semolina
	Pembina, ND
	
	US$60,325.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,487,838.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans, LA
	US$5,042,856.00
	US$9,768,419.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$2,351,250.00
	US$10,556,440.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$1,461,250.00
	US$2,261,250.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$43,387.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$16,584,660.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL
	US$8,638.00
	US$20,878.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem. modified
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$67,533.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$103,924.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$62,700.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL
	US$63,985.00
	US$151,765.00

	1601000090
	Sausages & similar prdts. Other than poultry, Othr
	Miami, FL
	
	US$31,500.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	US$8,200.00
	US$24,008.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$77,582.00

	1901909085
	Food preps, wheat-flour soya blends
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$290,171.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$151,991.00

	1905909030
	Corn chips and similar crisp savory snack foods
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$7,182.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$259,577.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL
	US$42,263.00
	US$370,669.00

	2005400000
	Peas (pisum sativum) prep/prep nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4.071.00

	2005590000
	Beans, not shelled, prep/pres nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$2,624.00

	2005800000
	Sweet corn, prepared/preserved nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,274.00

	2005906550
	Prepared/preserved vegetables, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$5,462.00

	2008924000
	Mix of fruit, nuts, etc nesoi otherwise prep/pres
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,910.00

	2103202000
	Tomato Ketchup
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,033.00

	2103204000
	Tomato Sauces
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$67,523.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$83,283.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL
	US$14,232.00
	US$109,584.00

	2104100040 
	Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$22,632.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$420,687.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,808.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$60,719.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, canned
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$62,162.00

	2202100020
	Carbonated soft drinks, contng aspartame/saccharin
	Miami, FL
	
	US$24,000.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$12,312.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL
	
	US$7,776.00

	2202100060
	Waters incl mineral & aerated, swtnd/flavord nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$27,000.00

	2204100000
	Sparkline wine of fresh grapes
	Mobile, AL
	US$2,522.00
	US$2,522.00

	2204214000
	Sparkling wine nesoi nov 14% alcohol cntrs 2l or less
	Mobile, AL
	US$21,040.00
	US$21,040.00

	
	Grape brandy
	Mobile, AL
	US$2,716.00
	US$2,716.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	US$2,658,271.00
	US$15,403,413.00

	2835250000
	Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$805,791.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Tampa, FL
	US$24,086.00
	US$58,711.00

	4403200020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$23,745.00

	4403200065
	Wood in the rough, coniferous, not treated, nesoi
	Mobile, AL
	US$82,503.00
	US$82,503.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used
	Tampa, FL
	US$48,741.00
	US$110,775.00

	4418200060
	Doors and their frames, thresholds, of wood
	Miami, FL
	
	US$3,912.00

	4418400000
	Formwork (shuttering) for concrete construction wood
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$46,069.00

	4818900000
	Bed sheets & simlr household/hospital art ppr
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$291,393.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Tampa, FL
	US$21,398.00
	US$21,398.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$88,276.00

	5702590000
	Carpets, etc othr tex mat, wov, not pile/made-up/tuft
	Miami, FL
	
	US$3,189.00

	7308300000
	Drs, wndws a frms a thrshlds fr drs, iron or steel
	Ogdensburg, NY
	
	US$60,000.00

	8412809000
	Engines and motors
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$49,990.00

	8701901035
	Trcts, agri use, new, pto (44.8-59.7 kw)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$34,658.00

	8703230020
	Vehicles, nesoi, new, eng (1500-3000 cc) le 4cyl
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$25,000.00

	9022902000
	High tension generators, desks, chair, etc.
	Miami, FL
	
	US$85,300.00

	9506910000
	Gymnasium, or oth exercise articles & equip & pts
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$203,746.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,895.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Miami, FL
	
	US$21,998.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$51,140.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated 
	Miami, FL
	US$16,011.00
	US$78,460.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$128,226.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$158,747.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$12,000.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Miami, FL
	US$38,237.00
	US$1,045,493.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$22,542,081.00
	US$125,920,536.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include

Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2003 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2003

	4901990070
	Hardbound books
	San Juan, PR
	US$3,307.00

	8524320000
	Laser disc for reproducing sound only
	Miami, FL
	US$3,076.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	New York, NY
	US$40,000.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$29,835.00

	9801001097
	Products of U.S. returned after being export, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$159,473.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$235,691.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN JULY 2003- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in July 2003 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2003 July
Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of July 2003 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Corn
	US$5,123,440.00
	22.7

	2
	Soybeans
	US$5,042,856.00
	22.3

	3
	Soybean Oil
	US$3,812,500.00
	16.9

	4
	Wheat
	US$2,926,000.00
	12.9

	5
	Soybean Oil Cake
	US$2,658,271.00
	11.7

	6
	Rice (long grain)
	US$1,192,647.00
	5.2

	7
	Poultry (chicken and turkey)
	US$937,499.00
	4.1

	8
	Bovine Animals
	US$417,000.00
	1.8

	9
	Wood
	US$82,503.00
	.36

	10
	Vegetable Oil
	US$63,985.00
	.28

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$22,256,701.00
	98.73%


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the periods 28 August 2003 to 4 September 2003 and 21 August 2003 to 28 August 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	28 August 2003 To 4 September 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	150,000

metric tons
	
	80,800

metric tons
	48,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	105,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Soybeans
	15,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	15,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	165,800

metric tons
	86,600

metric tons
	 

	Soybean

Oil
	8,000

metric tons
	6,100

metric tons
	59,700

metric tons
	21,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	
	10,000

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	900

running bales
	
	400

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	308,000 metric tons;1,100 bales
	16,100

metric tons
	316,300

 metric tons;300 bales
	156,000

 metric tons
	


	21 August 2003 To 28 August 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	170,000

metric tons
	
	59,800

metric tons
	26,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	
	
	
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	15,000

metric tons
	
	287,400

metric tons
	200,400

metric tons
	90,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	
	
	94,600

metric tons
	57,200

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	30,000

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	149,300

metric tons
	86,600

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons 

	Soybean

Oil
	8,000

metric tons
	5,600

metric tons
	59,700

metric tons
	21,100

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	
	
	
	
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	
	
	10,000

metric tons
	
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,100

running bales
	
	300

running bales
	
	

	Totals
	228,000 metric tons;1,100 bales
	25,600

metric tons
	660,800

 metric tons;300 bales
	391,700 metric tons
	155,000

metric tons


	Carryover Export Sales And Accumulated Exports

2002/2003 Marketing Year Ending 31 August 2003

	Product
	Carryover Sales

2002/2003
	Carryover Sales

2001/2002
	Accumulated Exports

2002/2003
	Accumulated Exports

2001/2002

	Corn
	15,000 metric tons
	
	287,400 metric tons
	200,400 metric tons

	Soybeans
	
	
	94,600 metric tons
	57,200 metric tons


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the periods 8 August 2003 to 14 August 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	14 August 2003 To 21 August 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	145,000

metric tons
	-0-
	59,800

metric tons
	26,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	35,000

metric tons
	-0-
	287,400

metric tons
	200,400

metric tons
	70,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	-0-
	-0-
	94,600

metric tons
	57,200

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	30,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	149,300

metric tons
	76,100

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons 

	Soybean

Oil
	8,000

metric tons
	5,600

metric tons
	59,700

metric tons
	21,100

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	-0-
	-0-
	10,000

metric tons
	-0-
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,100

running bales
	-0-
	300

running bales
	-0-
	

	Totals
	223,000 metric tons;1,100 bales
	25,600

metric tons
	660,800

 metric tons;300 bales
	357,400 metric tons
	135,000

metric tons


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the periods 7 August 2003 to 14 August 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	7 August 2003 To 14 August 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	1650,000

metric tons
	-0-
	41,400

metric tons
	26,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	35,000

metric tons
	-0-
	287,400

metric tons
	200,400

metric tons
	70,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	-0-
	-0-
	94,600

metric tons
	57,200

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	30,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	149,300

metric tons
	76,100

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons 

	Soybean

Oil
	8,000

metric tons
	-0-
	59,700

metric tons
	21,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	10,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,100

running bales
	-0-
	300

running bales
	-0-
	

	Totals
	243,000 metric tons;1,100 bales
	20,000

metric tons
	632,400

 metric tons;300 bales
	357,300 metric tons
	120,000

metric tons


27.35% DECREASE IN JUNE 2003 AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of June 2003 was US$13,350,854.00, of which US$12,915,745.00 was reported as agricultural products.  However, with the addition of three products (see explanation below), the total was adjusted to US$13,036,149.00, representing a decrease of 27.35% compared to June 2002.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate); Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; among other products as “agricultural products,” although the United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate), Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd; Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg; and Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used; as agricultural products.  The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and agricultural products in monthly and yearly data. 


	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2002
	2003
	% Change
	2002
	2003
	% Change

	January
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68

	February
	US$13,731,785.00
	US$9,036,856.00
	-34.19
	US$23,655,706.00
	US$25,876,117.00
	+9.39

	March
	US$7,889,428.00
	US$17,508,552.00
	+121
	US$31,545,134.00
	US$44,213,092.00
	+40.15

	April
	US$17,770,491.00
	US$24,574,122.00
	+38.29
	US$49,315,625.00
	US$67,913,791.00
	+37.71

	May
	US$5,910,431.00
	US$21,260,422.00
	+259.71
	US$54,960,794.00
	US$89,174,213.00
	+62.25

	June
	US$17,943,951.00
	US$12,915,745.00
	-28.02
	US$73,170,007.00
	US$102,089,958.00
	+39.52


	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2001
	2002
	% Change
	2001
	2002
	% Change

	December
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$8,315,934.00
	+92.55
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$138,634,784.00
	+3,109.95


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 was reported in December 2001.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2003-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	July 2003
	Not Yet Reported
	Not Yet Reported

	June 2003
	US$13,036,149.00
	41st (of 218)

	May 2003
	US$21,260,422.00
	32nd (of 217)

	April 2003
	US$24,574,122.00
	29th (of 216)

	March 2003
	US$17,508,552.00
	38th (of 182)

	February 2003
	US$9,887,911.00
	49th (of 206) 

	January 2003
	US$16,839,261.00
	40th (of 197)

	               2003
	US$103,106,417.00 (January-June)
	37th  (of 218)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00 (January-December)
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$246,060,107.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	June 2003
	Year-To-Date

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	US$210,748.00
	US$439,981.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$575,231.00
	US$3,528,014.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$1,945,418.00
	US$10,331,287.00

	0207140025
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, legs ex qrtrs
	Tampa, FL*
	US$212,903.00
	US$212,903.00

	027140045
	chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, feet (paws) 
	Tampa, FL
	US$143,000.00
	US$324,000.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$206,000.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	US$119,397.00
	US$1,638,287.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc lvrs), frzn, other
	Savannah, GA
	US$70,508.00
	US$70,508.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$83,720.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Mobile, AL*
	US$39,884.00
	US$98,137.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Mobile, AL*
	US$320,288.00
	US$429,159.00

	0207270050
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,321.00

	0405900000
	Fats and oils derived from milk, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$16,650.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$30,606.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$19,200.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$176,443.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$464,635.00

	0713322000
	Small red (adzuki) beans, except seed drd, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$76,400.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$98,700.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	US$7,400.00
	US$7,400.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	US$7,400.00
	US$62,400.00

	0801110000
	Coconuts, desiccated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,080.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$357,403.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	US$40,327.00
	US$183,938.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$36,833.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,319,307.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except see, nesoi
	Port Arthur, TX
	US$3,249,400.00
	US$4,762,390.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 2 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,865,625.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,066,472.00
	US$13,946,787.00

	1006100000
	Rice In The Husk (Paddy Or Rough)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$5,104,078.00

	1006204020
	Rice, Long Grain, Husked (Brown)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,990.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	Tampa, FL
	US$12,900.00
	US$130,062.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,967,425.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$884,625.00

	1103110020
	Groats and meal of wheat, semolina
	Pembina, ND
	
	US$60,325.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,487,838.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$4,725,563.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$2,556,000.00
	US$8,205,190.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$2,800,000.00
	US$2,800,000.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$43,387.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,686,600.00
	US$16,584,660.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL
	
	US$12,240.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem. modified
	Norfolk, VA
	
	US$67,533.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$103,924.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$62,700.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL
	
	US$87,780.00

	1601000090
	Sausages & similar prdts. Other than poultry, Othr
	Miami, FL
	
	US$31,500.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$15,808.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$77,582.00

	1901909085
	Food preps, wheat-flour soya blends
	Tampa, FL
	US$20,513.00
	US$290,171.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$151,991.00

	1905909030
	Corn chips and similar crisp savory snack foods
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$7,182.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$259,577.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL
	US$128,441.00
	US$328,406.00

	2005400000
	Peas (pisum sativum) prep/prep nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4.071.00

	2005590000
	Beans, not shelled, prep/pres nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$2,624.00

	2005800000
	Sweet corn, prepared/preserved nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,274.00

	2005906550
	Prepared/preserved vegetables, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$5,462.00

	2008924000
	Mix of fruit, nuts, etc nesoi otherwise prep/pres
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,910.00

	2103202000
	Tomato Ketchup
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,033.00

	2103204000
	Tomato Sauces
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$67,523.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$83,283.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL
	US$26,060.00
	US$95,352.00

	2104100040 
	Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$22,632.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Norfolk, VA
	US$420,687.00
	US$420,687.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,808.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$60,719.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, canned
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$62,162.00

	2202100020
	Carbonated soft drinks, contng aspartame/saccharin
	Miami, FL
	
	US$24,000.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$12,312.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Miami, FL
	US$7,776.00
	US$7,776.00

	2202100060
	Waters incl mineral & aerated, swtnd/flavord nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$27,000.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$12,745,142.00

	2835250000
	Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$805,791.00

	440320020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Tampa, FL
	US$34,625.00
	US$36,625.00

	440320020
	Southern Yellowpitch etc pine log/tmbr nt trt, rg
	Mobile, AL*
	US$23,745.00
	US$23,745.00

	4416009040
	Vats, tubs/coopers prdcts/parts, wood, used
	Tampa, FL
	US$62,034.00
	US$62,034.00

	4418200060
	Doors and their frames, thresholds, of wood
	Miami, FL
	US$3,912.00
	US$3,912.00

	4418400000
	Formwork (shuttering) for concrete construction wood
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$46,069.00

	4818900000
	Bed sheets & simlr household/hospital art ppr
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$291,393.00

	5201001090
	Cotton, not carded/combd, staple lngth 25.4-28.575mm
	Mobile, AL*
	US$88,276.00
	US$88,276.00

	5702590000
	Carpets, etc othr tex mat, wov, not pile/made-up/tuft
	Miami, FL
	US$3,189.00
	US$3,189.00

	7308300000
	Drs, wndws a frms a thrshlds fr drs, iron or steel
	Ogdensburg, NY
	
	US$60,000.00

	8412809000
	Engines and motors
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$49,990.00

	8701901035
	Trcts, agri use, new, pto (44.8-59.7 kw)
	Tampa, FL
	US$34,658.00
	US$34,658.00

	8703230020
	Vehicles, nesoi, new, eng (1500-3000 cc) le 4cyl
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$25,000.00

	9022902000
	High tension generators, desks, chair, etc.
	Miami, FL
	
	US$85,300.00

	9506910000
	Gymnasium, or oth exercise articles & equip & pts
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$203,746.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,895.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Miami, FL
	
	US$21,998.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$51,140.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated 
	Miami, FL
	US$33,733.00
	US$62,449.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Tampa, FL
	US$66,876.00
	US$128,226.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$158,747.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$12,000.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Miami, FL
	US$172,337.00
	US$1,007,256.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$13,350,854.00
	US$105,288,860.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include

Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2003 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2003

	4901990070
	Hardbound books
	San Juan, PR
	US$3,307.00

	8524320000
	Laser disc for reproducing sound only
	Miami, FL
	US$3,076.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	New York, NY
	US$40,000.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$29,835.00

	9801001097
	Products of U.S. returned after being export, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$151,872.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$228,090.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN JUNE 2003- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in June 2003 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2003 June

Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of June 2003 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Soybean Oil
	US$4,242,600.00
	32.8%

	2
	Poultry (Chicken)
	US$3,597,493.00
	27.8%

	3
	Wheat
	US$3,249,400.00
	25.1%

	4
	Corn (No. 3)
	US$1,066,472.00
	8.2%

	5
	Protein Concentrates
	US$420,687.00
	3.2%

	6
	Tomato Paste
	US$128,441.00
	.99%

	7
	Cotton
	US$88,276.00
	.68%

	8
	Barrels (Wood)
	US$62,034.00
	.48%

	9
	Pine Wood
	US$58,370.00
	.45%

	10
	Apples
	US$40,327.00
	.31%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$12,954,100.00
	99.38%


GTIS PROVIDES AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY TRADE DATA FOR CUBA- Columbia, South Carolina-based Global Trade Information Service, Inc. (GTIS), has provided the following trade (import and export) agricultural commodity data for the Republic of Cuba, obtained by GTIS from the respective governments.  Import and Export valuation reported in the Global Trade Atlas published by GTIS is determined by the value definition used by each reporting country.  

	Reporting Countries Export Statistics (Partner Country: Cuba) UDG: Agriculture

	Calendar Year: 2000 – 2002

	Reporting Country
	United States Dollars
	% Change 2002/2001
	Availability

	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	
	

	Reporting Total
	497,964,471
	532,010,554
	553,030,268
	3.95
	01/99 - 12/02

	United States
	33,721
	2,327,201
	116,642,666
	4,912.14
	01/95 - 04/03

	China
	69,794,099
	56,829,546
	81,584,541
	43.56
	01/95 - 05/03

	France
	122,931,652
	105,012,125
	68,107,331
	-35.14
	01/97 - 02/03

	Canada
	57,031,149
	70,380,983
	46,250,943
	-34.28
	01/95 - 04/03

	Italy
	13,302,956
	28,961,619
	42,198,672
	45.71
	01/97 - 02/03

	Spain
	62,556,781
	53,405,593
	35,458,263
	-33.61
	01/97 - 02/03

	New Zealand
	6,343,051
	43,862,757
	29,644,092
	-32.42
	01/96 - 03/03

	Chile
	28,781,662
	22,449,496
	27,398,237
	22.04
	01/97 - 04/03

	Brazil
	16,006,048
	41,500,079
	22,727,232
	-45.24
	01/97 - 04/03

	Netherlands
	28,735,536
	18,701,799
	19,677,563
	5.22
	01/97 - 02/03

	Mexico
	23,859,007
	22,695,313
	14,515,011
	-36.04
	01/95 - 03/03

	Argentina
	41,726,751
	36,507,926
	10,603,089
	-70.96
	01/97 - 04/03

	Australia
	391,574
	9,343,963
	8,861,383
	-5.16
	01/95 - 04/03

	Poland
	69,326
	1,676,246
	7,356,647
	338.88
	01/98 - 12/02

	United Kingdom
	7,908,355
	396,768
	6,248,833
	1,474.93
	01/97 - 02/03

	Germany
	4,201,490
	4,718,660
	5,866,401
	24.32
	01/97 - 02/03

	Belgium
	8,398,874
	3,793,401
	5,611,305
	47.92
	01/99 - 02/03

	Colombia
	1,096,733
	965,773
	1,020,789
	5.7
	01/95 - 03/03

	Portugal
	756,153
	1,121,851
	605,290
	-46.05
	01/97 - 02/03

	Japan
	413,764
	346,089
	575,942
	66.41
	01/95 - 04/03

	Malaysia
	174,593
	352,320
	370,356
	5.12
	01/97 - 02/03

	Venezuela
	589,347
	830,508
	261,698
	-68.49
	01/99 - 01/03

	Turkey
	224,909
	1,826,153
	253,204
	-86.13
	01/98 - 02/03

	Philippines
	0
	0
	205,600
	
	01/97 - 02/03

	Thailand
	138,983
	54,968
	200,401
	264.57
	01/98 - 03/03

	India
	41,588
	142,210
	142,318
	0.08
	01/99 - 01/03

	Indonesia
	64,709
	488,771
	139,213
	-71.52
	01/96 - 01/03

	Switzerland
	276,505
	108,611
	123,290
	13.51
	01/96 - 04/03

	Peru
	620,996
	471,008
	115,973
	-75.38
	01/98 - 04/03

	Russia
	326,574
	168,459
	74,017
	-56.06
	01/97 - 04/03

	Austria
	28,319
	762
	67,880
	8,813.81
	01/97 - 02/03

	Norway
	86,182
	74,895
	52,918
	-29.34
	01/97 - 05/03

	Ireland
	22,943
	240,933
	33,933
	-85.92
	01/97 - 02/03

	Sri Lanka
	0
	0
	17,168
	
	01/98 - 04/03

	Sweden
	16,517
	6,433
	11,464
	78.19
	01/97 - 01/03

	Hong Kong
	83,912
	4,943
	4,262
	-13.78
	01/97 - 04/03

	Taiwan
	103,921
	0
	2,295
	
	01/96 - 03/03

	South Africa
	113
	34,499
	49
	-99.86
	01/96 - 03/03

	Singapore
	107,627
	20,695
	0
	-100
	01/99 - 05/03

	Greece
	19,179
	0
	0
	
	01/97 - 01/03

	Denmark
	350,598
	1,444,460
	0
	-100
	01/97 - 02/03

	Finland
	348,274
	742,739
	0
	-100
	01/97 - 02/03


	Reporting Countries Import Statistics (Partner Country: Cuba) UDG: Agriculture

	Calendar Year: 2000 – 2002

	Reporting Country
	United States Dollars
	% Change 2002/2001
	Availability

	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	
	

	Reporting Total
	630,362,159
	759,283,748
	602,520,313
	-20.65
	01/99 - 12/02

	Russia
	302,698,300
	419,536,098
	280,172,233
	-33.22
	01/97 - 04/03

	China
	67,451,203
	91,257,941
	96,014,916
	5.21
	01/95 - 05/03

	Spain
	68,220,423
	62,060,794
	79,828,424
	28.63
	01/97 - 02/03

	Canada
	22,693,406
	29,986,793
	24,653,072
	-17.79
	01/95 - 04/03

	Japan
	33,927,812
	34,500,734
	24,014,702
	-30.39
	01/95 - 04/03

	Netherlands
	55,457,965
	51,079,153
	17,772,169
	-65.21
	01/97 - 02/03

	France
	13,148,083
	12,275,793
	17,084,730
	39.17
	01/97 - 02/03

	Portugal
	11,647,620
	15,410,652
	16,567,495
	7.51
	01/97 - 02/03

	Belgium
	3,108,291
	8,995,310
	8,818,811
	-1.96
	01/99 - 02/03

	Germany
	10,298,576
	9,477,053
	7,302,337
	-22.95
	01/97 - 02/03

	Singapore
	0
	0
	6,018,209
	
	01/99 - 05/03

	United Kingdom
	14,380,378
	6,548,522
	5,999,263
	-8.39
	01/97 - 02/03

	Malaysia
	34
	0
	4,481,399
	
	01/97 - 02/03

	Switzerland
	2,571,664
	3,168,236
	4,083,679
	28.89
	01/96 - 04/03

	Australia
	1,419,140
	1,574,029
	2,424,466
	54.03
	01/95 - 04/03

	Italy
	6,147,158
	5,699,575
	1,787,208
	-68.64
	01/97 - 02/03

	Mexico
	1,945,137
	1,449,176
	1,427,780
	-1.48
	01/95 - 03/03

	Taiwan
	3,796,467
	402,443
	994,748
	147.18
	01/96 - 03/03

	Poland
	2,016,353
	1,688,966
	775,214
	-54.1
	01/98 - 12/02

	Denmark
	578,354
	732,077
	598,547
	-18.24
	01/97 - 02/03

	Hong Kong
	817,088
	604,830
	543,395
	-10.16
	01/97 - 04/03

	Finland
	5,974,583
	308,032
	298,510
	-3.09
	01/97 - 02/03

	Austria
	629,284
	708,624
	277,427
	-60.85
	01/97 - 02/03

	Greece
	283,233
	4,465
	126,670
	2,737.01
	01/97 - 01/03

	Norway
	54,306
	82,616
	80,464
	-2.6
	01/97 - 05/03

	Colombia
	66,023
	207,821
	80,228
	-61.4
	01/95 - 03/03

	South Africa
	15,974
	108,920
	79,046
	-27.43
	01/96 - 03/03

	Venezuela
	47,694
	66,896
	57,400
	-14.2
	01/99 - 01/03

	Argentina
	470,771
	994,894
	42,708
	-95.71
	01/97 - 04/03

	New Zealand
	39,854
	82,495
	33,461
	-59.44
	01/96 - 03/03

	Chile
	22,425
	19,457
	29,487
	51.55
	01/97 - 04/03

	Sweden
	45,760
	98
	24,197
	∞
	01/97 - 01/03

	Brazil
	26,324
	2,775
	15,264
	450.05
	01/97 - 04/03

	Iceland
	1,836
	4,834
	5,265
	8.92
	01/97 - 04/03

	Peru
	4,832
	7,227
	4,370
	-39.53
	01/98 - 04/03

	Luxembourg
	0
	1,372
	2,577
	87.76
	01/99 - 01/03

	Thailand
	393
	364
	442
	21.34
	01/98 - 03/03

	Turkey
	0
	71,950
	0
	-100
	01/98 - 02/03

	Philippines
	145,271
	128,853
	
	-100
	01/97 – 01/03

	India
	4,657
	0
	0
	
	01/99 - 01/03

	Ireland
	205,487
	33,880
	0
	-100
	01/97 - 02/03


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the periods 31 July 2003 to 7 August 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity):

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	140,000

metric tons
	-0-
	41,400

metric tons
	26,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	35,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	287,400

metric tons
	167,600

metric tons
	70,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	-0-
	-0-
	94,600

metric tons
	57,200

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	30,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	149,300

metric tons
	76,100

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons 

	Soybean

Oil
	8,000

metric tons
	-0-
	59,700

metric tons
	21,100

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	10,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,100

running bales
	-0-
	300

running bales
	900

running bales
	

	Totals
	228,000 metric tons;1,100 bales
	25,000

metric tons
	632,400

 metric tons;300 bales
	324,600 metric tons;900 bales
	120,000

metric tons


MEMBER NOTIFICATION- Mr. John S. Kavulich II, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, has asked that the following information be shared with members of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council as Mr. Kavulich’s father participated in Republic of Cuba-related activities: 

	John Kavulich, Sr., Leader In Hobby Industry For 59 Years, Dies 

CHEEKTOWAGA, NEW YORK, 7 AUGUST 2003: Mr. John Kavulich, Sr., founder of Niagara Model and Train Distributors and of Niagara Hobby & Craft Mart, philanthropist, and global traveler, died on 1 August 2003, after a brief illness upon returning from an extended overseas visit.  He was seventy-three years old.

Mr. John Kavulich Sr. was born in Binghamton, New York, in 1929.  His parents had emigrated from Czechoslovakia.  At an early age, Mr. Kavulich became interested in scale model wooden airplanes; and would eventually win numerous local, state, and regional competitions and awards.  In 1944, at fifteen years of age, and while attending high school, he established the Binghamton Model Airplane Company, a retail hobby store, at 70 Wall Street; and in 1948 became the youngest individual ever to become a member of the Binghamton Chamber of Commerce.  Mr. Carleton A. Cleveland, then-president of the Binghamton Chamber of Commerce, said upon Mr. Kavulich’s induction, “We hope that your Wall Street address is the omen of financial success.”   

As the retail hobby store became more successful, Mr. Kavulich expanded into the wholesale distribution of models, trains, and crafts.  In 1954, he moved to Buffalo, New York, and established Niagara Hobby Distributors, which would eventually sell products to most of the largest retail chain stores throughout the United States.

In 1986, Mr. Kavulich returned to the retail business and established Niagara Hobby & Craft Mart in the Town of Cheektowaga, New York, a suburb of the City of Buffalo, New York.  Niagara Hobby & Craft Mart is recognized as the “largest hobby and craft store in the United States” with thousands of square feet dedicated to “fathers and sons and mothers and daughters.”  In the store’s parking lot is a local landmark, a rare 1949 fully-restored 40-ton caboose, from which donations benefit the Cheektowaga Historical Society.

Mr. Kavulich was the recipient of the 1996 Sam Walton Business Leader Award sponsored by the Wal-Mart Foundation.  In 1996, Niagara Hobby & Craft Mart received the Al Brunner Private Sector Award from the Niagara Frontier Recreation and Parks Society.  In 1995, Niagara Hobby & Craft Mart received the Small Business Award from M&T Bank and Mr. Kavulich was the co-recipient of the Caritas Award from St. Joseph Hospital Foundation    In 1994, Niagara Hobby & Craft Mart was named Cheektowaga Small Business of the Year.  In 1992, Niagara Hobby & Craft Mart received the Outstanding Service To Youth Award from the Cheektowaga Youth Board.  For many years, he was a sponsor of the “Do The Right Thing” Program of the Cheektowaga Police Department.  He also participated in funding efforts for St. Joseph Hospital Foundation and supported St. Mary Orthodox Church, St. Nicholas Orphanage, Villa Maria College, Freedoms Foundation, 100 Club of Buffalo, Cheektowaga Chamber of Commerce, Burgard Vocational High School, Cheektowaga Senior Citizens Center, and Cheektowaga Historical Society among other organizations.  
A June 1992 editorial by the Cheektowaga Bee newspaper, said that “… while some people talk about doing things to help today’s youth, Kavulich quietly does things, and deserves a thank you.” 

Niagara Hobby & Craft Mart has been featured on local television stations and on national television networks, including CBS and CNN, along with then-U.S.S.R. Central Television.  The store has been featured in local newspapers, national newspapers, and national magazines.  Mr. Kavulich and Niagara Hobby & Craft Mart have been recognized by many organizations for their contributions to local, state, national, and international issues.  He traveled to sixty-one countries. 

In 2002, Mr. Kavulich was a provider of funds to support the visit to the Republic of Cuba by The Honorable Jesse Ventura, Governor of the State of Minnesota, to attend the first-ever U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition.  In 1998, he was a principal provider of funds to charter aircraft for use by representatives (Cardinals and Bishops, including His Excellency Henry J. Mansell of Buffalo, of the Holy See) to travel throughout the Republic of Cuba during the visit of His Holiness Pope John Paul II.  In 1993, Mr. Kavulich hosted members of the Republic of Cuba delegation to the World University Games held in Western New York.    

Mr. Kavulich is survived by a son, John Steven Kavulich of Washington, DC; a brother, Steven Kavulich, of Michigan, and a sister, Ann Holmberg, of Idaho.


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the periods 24 July 2003 to 31 July 2003; 17 July 2003 to 24 July 2003; and 10 July 2003 to 17 July 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	24 July 2003 To 31 July 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	140,000

metric tons
	-0-
	41,400

metric tons
	26,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	45,000

metric tons
	8,400

metric tons
	277,700

metric tons
	157,900

metric tons
	60,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	-0-
	-0-
	94,600

metric tons
	57,200

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	30,000

metric tons
	30,000

metric tons
	149,300

metric tons
	67,100

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons 

	Soybean

Oil
	8,000

metric tons
	-0-
	59,700

metric tons
	21,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	-0-
	-0-
	87,900

metric tons
	41,100

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	10,000

metric tons
	-0-
	30,700

metric tons
	30,500

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,200

running bales
	-0-
	400

running bales
	1,400

running bales
	

	Totals
	238,000 metric tons;1,200 bales
	38,400

metric tons
	741,300 metric tons; 400 bales
	401,200 metric tons;1,400 bales
	120,000

metric tons


	17 July 2003 to 24 July 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	140,000

metric tons
	-0-
	41,400

metric tons
	26,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	70,000

metric tons
	5,600

metric tons
	238,400

metric tons
	157,900

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	-0-
	-0-
	94,600

metric tons
	57,200

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	30,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	149,300

metric tons
	67,100

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons

	Soybean

Oil
	8,000

metric tons
	-0-
	59,700

metric tons
	21,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	-0-
	-0-
	87,900

metric tons
	41,100

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	10,000

metric tons
	-0-
	30,700

metric tons
	30,500

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,300

running bales
	-0-
	400

running bales
	200

running bales
	

	Totals
	 263,000 metric tons; 1,300 bales
	25,600

metric tons
	702,000 metric tons; 400 bales
	377,400 metric tons;200 bales
	50,000

metric tons


	10 July 2003 to 17 July 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	160,000

metric tons
	-0-
	21,700

metric tons
	26,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	70,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	238,400

metric tons
	157,900

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	-0-
	-0-
	94,600

metric tons
	57,200

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	45,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	135,600

metric tons
	67,100

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	8,000

metric tons
	-0-
	59,700

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	-0-
	-0-
	87,900

metric tons
	41,100

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	15,000

metric tons
	-0-
	25,300

metric tons
	30,500

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,300

running bales
	-0-
	400

running bales
	-0-
	

	Totals
	 243,000 metric tons; 1,300 bales
	25,000

metric tons
	663,200 metric tons; 400 bales
	395,200 metric tons
	


SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE APPROVES AMENDMENT FOR FOOD SHOW IN CUBA- As a consequence of the denial on 2 June 2003 by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., at the request of the Office of Cuban Affairs of the United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., to Westport, Connecticut-based PWN Exhibicon International LLC to organize and conduct a second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, and a second U.S. Healthcare Exhibition in Havana, Republic of Cuba; on 17 July 2003, the Committee on Appropriations of the United States Senate approved, by voice vote, the following amendment to funding legislation for the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) submitted by The Honorable Byron Dorgan (D- North Dakota), the ranking minority member of the Interior and Related Agencies Subcommittee of the Committee on Appropriations of the United States Senate: 

	Sec._____.  TRAVEL RELATING TO THE COMMERCIAL SALE OF AGRICULTURAL AND MEDICAL GOODS. B Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Secretary of the Treasury shall promulgate regulations under which the travel-related transactions listed in paragraph (c) of section 515.560 of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations, are authorized by a general license for travel to, from, or within Cuba for the purposes of conferring, exhibiting, marketing, planning, sales negotiation, accompanied delivery, expediting, facilitating or servicing agricultural and medical sales permitted under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export
Enhancement Act of 2000 (as enacted by section 1(a) of Public Law 106-387 and as amended).


In a 16 July 2003 memorandum, Senator Dorgan wrote the following with respect to the basis for the then to-be-introduced amendment:

	Despite the law Congress passed to legalize agricultural sales to Cuba, the Administration has thrown roadblocks in the way of such sales by often refusing to issue the licenses that people need to go to Cuba.  The amendment requires OFAC to authorize a general license for all
travel related to selling agricultural goods to Cuba.

	A general license means that you do not have to ask OFAC's permission to go to Cuba.  So long as you are performing an authorized activity you can go.

	Cuban Americans visiting relatives have a general license to visit Cuba. So do journalists, government officials, and amateur athletes participating in organized competitions. 

	This would allow people who want to sell farm goods to go to Cuba to travel under a general license just like those other groups. Now people who want to sell farm goods must obtain a specific license from OFAC before going to Cuba.  Often it takes months for OFAC to process
applications for such licenses.  Often it refuses to issue the license.

	Here are two examples why this is necessary:  Last year, OFAC refused to issue a license for state Farm Bureaus and other agricultural organizations to hold a US-Cuba Agricultural Trade Conference in Cuba.  Also, OFAC just refused to give a license to a group that wants to organize a U.S. agricultural fair in Havana this year.  In 2001, the group did get a license for such a fair and it resulted in almost $100 million in sales contracts for US farmers.


TEN MEMBERS OF UNITED STATES SENATE WRITE IN SUPPORT OF FOOD SHOW IN CUBA- On 15 July 2003, the following members of the United States Senate:   

	The Honorable Max Baucus (D- Montana), The Honorable Tom Harkin (D- Iowa), The Honorable Mike Enzi (R- Wyoming), The Honorable Jeff Bingaman (D- New Mexico), The Honorable Patty Murray (D- Washington), The Honorable Pat Roberts (R- Kansas; and Chairman of the Intelligence Committee of the United States Senate), The Honorable Maria Cantwell (D- Washington), The Honorable Byron Dorgan (D- North Dakota), The Honorable Blanche Lincoln (D- Arkansas), and The Honorable Larry Craig (R- Idaho),


signed the following letter (photocopy with signiatures is attached) to The Honorable John Snow, United States Secretary of the Treasury, and The Honorable Colin Powell, United States Secretary of State, as a consequence of the denial on 2 June 2003 by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., at the request of the Office of Cuban Affairs of the United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., to Westport, Connecticut-based PWN Exhibicon International LLC to organize and conduct a second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, and a second U.S. Healthcare Exhibition in Havana, Republic of Cuba.  Senator Baucus, ranking minority member of the Marketing, Inspection, and Promotion Subcommittee, drafted the letter:

	July 15, 2003

The Honorable John Snow



                         The Honorable Colin Powell

Secretary





                         Secretary

U.S. Department of Treasury



                         U.S. Department of State

1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.


                         2201 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20220



                         Washington, D.C.  20520

Dear Secretary Snow and Secretary Powell,

We are deeply concerned that the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC), under the policy guidance of the State Department’s Office of Cuba Affairs, has denied licenses for a second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition and a second U.S. Healthcare Exhibition.  These denials violate the most fundamental principles of U.S. sanctions policy - that food and medicine are not to be used as weapons.  As such, these actions directly contradict statutory provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act of 2000 and the Cuban Democracy Act of 1992.  We strongly urge you to reverse your decisions and to renew the necessary licenses.

The sale of food and medicine to Cuba is a cornerstone of congressionally-mandated U.S. policy towards Cuba, which benefits U.S. farmers, companies, and workers as much as it benefits the deserving Cuban people.  Efforts to discourage these sales will hurt the American and Cuban peoples, but will have little, if any, effect on the Cuban government.

Previous exhibitions have enjoyed great success in promoting the sale of food and medicine, and illustrate the importance of direct, personal contact between our people.  Without the ability to make contacts in settings such as these exhibitions, the likelihood of our companies being able to negotiate future transactions is severely restricted.

These actions also come amid a flurry of other license denials to a broad array of cultural, educational, and human rights organizations.  While it is disappointing to us that your agencies would refuse to recognize the value these organizations offer, it is even more disturbing that the benefits of exchanging the most basic and necessary commodities of food and medicine are being denied.

The bottom line is that U.S. laws guarantee a greater engagement in the sales of food and medicine.  The denial of licenses to allow U.S. companies to repeat highly successful exhibitions violates the policy intent of this legislated guarantee.  We urge you to reverse your decisions and renew these licenses.

Sincerely,

Max Baucus (D- Montana)


         Tom Harkin (D- Iowa)





Mike Enzi (R- Wyoming)


        Jeff Bingaman (D- New Mexico)

Patty Murray (D- Washington)

        Pat Roberts (R- Kansas)

Maria Cantwell (D- Washington)

        Byron Dorgan (D- North Dakota)

Blanche Lincoln (D- Arkansas)

        Larry Craig (R- Idaho)




On 2 June 2003, the OFAC, at the request of the Office of Cuban Affairs of the United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., denied applications submitted on 8 October 2002 and 9 January 2003 by PWN Exhibicon International LLC to organize and conduct a second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, and a second U.S. Healthcare Exhibition in Havana, Republic of Cuba.  The text of the letter from the OFAC to PWN Exhibicon International LLC:

	2 June 2003

Case No. CU-72043

Peter W. Nathan                                                                                                

PWN Exhibicon International, L.L.C.

4 Greenbrier Lane

Westport, Connecticut 06880-1612


Dear Mr. Nathan:


This is in response to your two letters, both dated October 8, 2002, in which you request licenses that would authorize you to engage in transactions in connection with conducting a U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition and a U.S. Healthcare Exhibition in Havana in January 2004.  This also responds to your letter dated January 9, 2003, in which you request authorization for travel to Cuba for planning in preparation for future U.S. exhibitions you want to organize.


Based on foreign policy guidance received from the Department of State, the Department of the Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control ("OFAC") will not issue licenses at this time to permit your proposed transactions in connection with conducting the two trade exhibitions referenced above.  In addition, a license will not be issued to permit your proposed travel-related transactions in connection with holding the proposed trade exhibitions.  Accordingly, your 
license requests are hereby denied.


For information concerning the categories of travel for which licenses are issued, please refer to our Comprehensive Guidelines for License Application to Engage in Travel-RelatedTransactions Involving Cuba on our Internet website at www.treas.gov/ofac.


Sincerely,



R. Richard Newcomb
Director
Office of Foreign Assets Control




The U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, under license from the OFAC, held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana (Pabexpo) in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 through 30 September 2002, included 923 representatives from 291 United States-based companies and state organizations.  More than 16,000 Republic of Cuba nationals visited the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition.  Approximately US$92 million in contracts/agreements were signed by participants in the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, which was held in cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX) and Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of MINCEX.    

	The U.S. Healthcare Exhibition, under license from the OFAC, held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana from 25 January 2000 to 29 January 2000, included 305 representatives from 97 United States-based companies.  More than 8,000 healthcare professionals from Cuba visited the U.S. Healthcare Exhibition, including physicians, hospital and clinic administrators, nurse practitioners, laboratory diagnosticians, and researchers.  The U.S. Healthcare Exhibition was held in cooperation with the Ministry of Public Health of the Republic of Cuba, MINCEX, and Republic of Cuba government-operated MediCuba.  


For additional information, please contact: Mr. Peter W. Nathan, PWN Exhibicon International LLC, 4 Greenbrier Lane, Westport, Connecticut 06880; Telephone: (203) 222-8660; Facsimile: (203) 222-8335; e-mail: pwnathan@aol.com; Internet: http://www.cubaexhibitions.com 

	Contact Information

	Mr. R. Richard Newcomb, Director- Office of Foreign Assets Control; United States Department of the Treasury; Washington, D.C.  20220; Telephone: (202) 622-2480; Facsimile: (202) 622-1657

	Mr. Kevin Whitaker- Coordinator, Office of Cuban Affairs; United States Department of State; Washington, D.C.  20520; Telephone: (202) 647-9273; Facsimile: (202) 736-4476; E-mail: whitakerkm@state.gov 


USDA WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 3 July 2003 to 10 July 2003 and 26 June 2003 to 3 July 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	3 July 2003 To 10 July 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	160,000

metric tons
	-0-
	21,700

metric tons
	26,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	70,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	238,400

metric tons
	157,900

metric tons
	60,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	15,000

metric tons
	-0-
	79,100

metric tons
	57,200

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	45,000

metric tons
	30,000

metric tons
	135,600

metric tons
	56,600

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Oil
	15,000

metric tons
	-0-
	52,700

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	-0-
	-0-
	87,900

metric tons
	41,100

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	15,000

metric tons
	-0-
	25,300

metric tons
	30,500

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,300

running bales
	-0-
	400

running bales
	-0-
	

	Totals
	 325,000 metric tons;1,300 bales
	35,000

metric tons
	640,700 metric tons; 400 bales
	384,600

metric tons
	60,000

metric tons


	26 June 2003 To 3 July 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	160,000

metric tons
	-0-
	21,700

metric tons
	26,400

metric tons
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	70,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	238,400

metric tons
	157,900

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	15,000

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	79,100

metric tons
	41,400

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	45,000

metric tons
	30,000

metric tons
	135,600

metric tons
	56,600

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons

	Soybean

Oil
	15,000

metric tons
	-0-
	52,700

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	-0-
	7,400

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	32,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	15,000

metric tons
	-0-
	25,300

metric tons
	30,500

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,300

running bales
	-0-
	400

running bales
	-0-
	

	Totals
	 325,000 metric tons; 1,300 bales
	57,400

metric tons
	640,700 metric tons; 400 bales
	360,700

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons


259.71% INCREASE IN MAY 2003 AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of May 2003 was US$21,851,690.00, of which US$21,260,422.00 was reported as agricultural products.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate) and Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd, among other products as “agricultural products,” although the United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate) and Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd as agricultural products.  The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and agricultural products in monthly and yearly data.


	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2002
	2003
	% Change
	2002
	2003
	% Change

	January
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68

	February
	US$13,731,785.00
	US$9,036,856.00
	-34.19
	US$23,655,706.00
	US$25,876,117.00
	+9.39

	March
	US$7,889,428.00
	US$17,508,552.00
	+121
	US$31,545,134.00
	US$44,213,092.00
	+40.15

	April
	US$17,770,491.00
	US$24,574,122.00
	+38.29
	US$49,315,625.00
	US$67,913,791.00
	+37.71

	May
	US$5,910,431.00
	US$21,260,422.00
	+259.71
	US$54,960,794.00
	US$89,174,213.00
	+62.25


	Monthly Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2001
	2002
	% Change
	2001
	2002
	% Change

	December
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$8,315,934.00
	+92.55
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$138,634,784.00
	+3,109.95


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 was reported in December 2001.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports

To Cuba (2003-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	June 2003
	Not Yet Reported
	Not Yet Reported

	May 2003
	US$21,260,422.00
	32nd (of 217)

	April 2003
	US$24,574,122.00
	29th (of 216)

	March 2003
	US$17,508,552.00
	38th (of 182)

	February 2003
	US$9,865,279.00
	49th (of 206) 

	January 2003
	US$16,839,261.00
	40th (of 197)

	               2003
	US$90,047,636.00 (January-May)
	38th  (of 217)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00 (January-December)
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$233,001,326.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	May 2003
	Year-To-Date

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	US$138,200.00
	US$239,233.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$463,919.00
	US$2,952,783.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$1,411,593.00
	US$8,385,869.00

	027140045
	chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn,feet (paws) 
	Tampa, FL
	US$124,000.00
	US$181,000.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$206,000.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$1,518,890.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$83,720.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Mobile, AL*
	US$39,884.00
	US$98,137.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Mobile, AL*
	US$29,583.00
	US$108,871.00

	0207270050
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,321.00

	0405900000
	Fats and oils derived from milk, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$16,650.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$30,606.00

	0404100500
	Whey protein concentrates whether or not sweetened
	Mobile, AL
	US$19,200.00
	US$19,200.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$176,443.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Mobile, AL*
	US$195,070.00
	US$269,565.00

	0713322000
	Small red (adzuki) beans, except seed drd, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$76,400.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	US$29,188.00
	US$98,700.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$55,000.00

	0801110000
	Coconuts, desiccated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,080.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$357,403.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	US$79,225.00
	US$143,611.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$36,833.00

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	May 2003
	Year-To-Date

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$2,461,800.00
	US$3,319,307.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except see, nesoi
	Port Aurthur, TX
	
	US$1,512,990.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 2 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,865,625.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$5,508,317.00
	US$12,880,315.00

	1006100000
	Rice In The Husk (Paddy Or Rough)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$5,104,078.00

	1006204020
	Rice, Long Grain, Husked (Brown)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,990.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	Tampa, FL
	US$38,700.00
	US$117,162.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,967,425.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$884,625.00

	1103110020
	Groats and meal of wheat, semolina
	Pembina, ND
	
	US$60,325.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,487,838.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans, LA
	US$3,495,498.00
	US$4,725,563.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,285,850.00
	US$5,649,190.00

	1507904020
	Soybean oil, once-refined not chemically modified
	New Orleans,

LA
	US$2,800,000.00
	US$2,800,000.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$43,387.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	US$7,554,300.00
	US$14,898,060.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL
	
	US$12,240.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem. modified
	Norfolk, VA
	US$67,533.00
	US$67,533.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$103,924.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$62,700.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL
	US$25,080.00
	US$87,780.00

	1601000090
	Sausages & similar prdts. Other than poultry, Othr
	Miami, FL
	
	US$31,500.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	US$7,904.00
	US$15,808.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$77,582.00

	1901909085
	Food preps, wheat-flour soya blends
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$269,658.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	US$41,622.00
	US$151,991.00

	1905909030
	Corn chips and similar crisp savory snack foods
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$7,182.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$259,577.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL
	
	US$199,965.00

	2005400000
	Peas (pisum sativum) prep/prep nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4.071.00

	2005590000
	Beans, not shelled, prep/pres nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$2,624.00

	2005800000
	Sweet corn, prepared/preserved nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,274.00

	2005906550
	Prepared/preserved vegetables, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$5,462.00

	2008924000
	Mix of fruit, nuts, etc nesoi otherwise prep/pres
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,910.00

	2103202000
	Tomato Ketchup
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,033.00

	2103204000
	Tomato Sauces
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$67,523.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$83,283.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL
	US$20,414.00
	US$69,212.00

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	May 2003
	Year-To-Date

	2104100040 
	Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$22,632.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,808.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$60,719.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, canned
	Mobile, AL*
	US$33,939.00
	US$62,162.00

	2202100020
	Carbonated soft drinks, contng aspartame/saccharin
	Miami, FL
	US$24,000.00
	US$24,000.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$12,312.00

	2202100060
	Waters incl mineral & aerated, swtnd/flavord nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$27,000.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	US$2,937,789.00
	US$12,745,142.00

	2835250000
	Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$805,791.00

	4418400000
	Forrmwork (shuttering) for concrete construction wood
	Tampa, FL
	US$46,069.00
	US$46,069.00

	4818900000
	Bed sheets & simlr household/hospital art ppr
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$291,393.00

	7308300000
	Drs, wndws a frms a thrshlds fr drs, iron or steel
	Ogdensburg, NY
	
	US$60,000.00

	8412809000
	Engines and motors
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$49,990.00

	8703230020
	Vehicles, nesoi, new, eng (1500-3000 cc) le 4cyl
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$25,000.00

	9022902000
	High tension generators, desks, chair, etc.
	Miami, FL
	
	US$85,300.00

	9506910000
	Gymanasium, or oth exercise articles & equip & pts
	Tampa, FL
	US$203,746.00
	US$203,746.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,895.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Miami, FL
	US$21,998.00
	US$21,998.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Tampa, FL
	US$45,000.00
	US$51,140.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated 
	Miami, FL
	US$15,132.00
	US$28,716.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$61,350.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$158,747.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$12,000.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Miami, FL
	US$281,321.00
	US$834,919.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$21,851,690.00
	US$90,938,006.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include

Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2003 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2003

	4901990070
	Hardbound books
	San Juan, PR
	US$3,307.00

	8524320000
	Laser disc for reproducing sound only
	Miami, FL
	US$3,076.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	New York, NY
	US$40,000.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$15,546.00

	9801001097
	Products of U.S. returned after being export, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$148,910.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$210,839.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN MAY 2003- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in May 2003 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2003 May Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of May 2003 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Corn (No. 3)
	US$5,508,317.00
	25.90%

	2
	Soybean Oil
	US$4,085,850.00
	19.21%

	3
	Soybeans
	US$3,495,498.00
	16.44%

	4
	Soybean Oil Cake
	US$2,937,789.00
	13.81%

	5
	Wheat
	US$2,461,800.00
	11.57%

	6
	Poultry (Chicken)
	US$2,137,712.00
	10.05%

	7
	Eggs
	US$195,000.00
	.91%

	8
	Corn Oil
	US$67,533.00
	.31%

	9
	Apples
	US$79,225.00
	.37%

	10
	Pasta
	US$41,622.00
	.19%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$21,010,346.00
	98.82%


MEMBER NOTIFICATION- Mr. John S. Kavulich II, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, has asked that the following message be shared with members of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council: 

	“On 30 June 2003, I returned from three weeks in India and Nepal.  My father, who traveled with me, was admitted to a hospital in Amherst, New York, that evening.  His condition has deteriorated rapidly.  As of this writing, 6 July 2003, he is on a respirator and, according to his physicians, has a less than 50% chance of survival.  As I have no siblings, there are unique responsibilities required of me.  Accordingly, while I will attempt to maintain the weekly publication schedule for the ECONOMIC EYE ON CUBA, there may be a necessity to combine issues, as I have done with 23 June 2003 to 29 June 2003 and 30 June 2003 to 6 July 2003.  Additionally, while I will attempt to maintain my availability on behalf of members of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, I ask your understanding if I am not able to assist you in a timely manner.”


USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 19 June 2003 to 26 June 2003 and for the period 12 June 2003 to 19 June 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	19 June 2003 To 26 June 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	160,000

metric tons
	-0-
	21,700

metric tons
	26,400

metric tons
	-0-

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	99,500

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	208,800

metric tons
	157,900

metric tons
	60,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	74,000

metric tons
	41,400

metric tons
	-0-

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	45,000

metric tons
	30,000

metric tons
	135,600

metric tons
	56,600

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons

	Soybean

Oil
	15,000

metric tons
	-0-
	52,700

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	-0-

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	-0-
	7,400

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	32,900

metric tons
	-0-

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	15,000

metric tons
	-0-
	25,300

metric tons
	30,500

metric tons
	-0-

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,600

running bales
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-

	Totals
	359,500 metric tons;1,600 bales
	57,400

metric tons
	606,000

metric tons
	360,700

metric tons
	110,000

metric tons


	12 June 2003 To 19 June 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	160,000

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	21,700

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	99,500

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	208,800

metric tons
	157,900

metric tons
	60,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	74,000

metric tons
	41,400

metric tons
	-0-

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	65,000

metric tons
	30,000

metric tons
	113,600

metric tons
	56,600

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons

	Soybean

Oil
	15,000

metric tons
	-0-
	52,700

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	-0-

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	10,000

metric tons
	7,400

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	32,900

metric tons
	-0-

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	5,000

metric tons
	-0-
	25,300

metric tons
	30,500

metric tons
	-0-

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,600

running bales
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-

	Totals
	 379,500 metric tons;1,600 bales
	82,400

metric tons
	584,000

metric tons
	329,300

metric tons
	110,000

metric tons


USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 5 June 2003 to 12 June 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	5 June 2003 To 12 June 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	180,000

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-

	Corn

(unmilled)
	99,500

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	208,800

metric tons
	126,900

metric tons
	60,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	74,000

metric tons
	41,400

metric tons
	-0-

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	65,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	113,600

metric tons
	46,100

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons

	Soybean

Oil
	15,000

metric tons
	-0-
	52,700

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	-0-

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	10,000

metric tons
	7,400

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	32,900

metric tons
	-0-

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	5,000

metric tons
	-0-
	25,300

metric tons
	30,500

metric tons
	-0-

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,600

running bales
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-

	Totals
	 399,500 metric tons;1,600 bales
	92,400 metric tons
	562,300

metric tons
	287,800

metric tons
	110,000

metric tons


KERZNER INTERNATIONAL TO MANAGE HOTEL SARATOGA IN HAVANA- Paradise Island, The Bahamas-based Kerzner International Limited (2002 revenues approximately US$533 million; NYSE: KZL), through a Paradise Island, The Bahamas-based subsidiary, One&Only, has been selected to manage the 100-room Hotel Saratoga, which is under construction in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba.  The original construction agreements for the Hotel Saratoga were completed in January 1999, with construction expected to be completed in 2003.  Kerzner International Limited, which has been seeking a property in the Republic of Cuba since 1994, will provide financing to complete construction of the Hotel Saratoga.  According to Mr. Sol Kerzner, chairman and chief executive officer of Kerzner International Limited, “Cuba is the sleeping giant of tourism in the Caribbean.”   

	Kerzner International Limited will represent the first “five star” (as defined by United States-based travel agents in terms of service, quality of facilities, quality of food, etc.) hotel management company with expertise in marketing services to high demographic (and high profile) visitors (especially citizens of the United States) to have a presence within the Republic of Cuba.    

	Kerzner International Limited properties include the 2,317-room Atlantis on Paradise Island, The Bahamas; Paradise, The Bahamas-based Ocean Club; Uncasville, Connecticut-based Mohegan Sun; Mauritius-based Le Saint Geran; Mauritius-based Le Touessrok; Dubai-based Royal Mirage; Maldives-based Kanuhura; and Mexico-based Palmilla.  The company also has an investment in London, United Kingdom-based London Clubs International.  


The 50-year (from July 1997) joint venture, Hotel Saratoga S.A., is 50% owned by Saratoga Resources S.A. and 50% owned by Republic of Cuba government-operated Habaguanex S.A. (under the auspice of the Republic of Cuba government-operated Oficina del Historiador de la Ciudad).  Guernsey, Channel Islands-registered Beta Gran Caribe Limited (BGCL), the first investment fund licensed to operate within the Republic of Cuba, held 14.64% of Saratoga Resources S.A.  On 10 October 2001, Cayman Islands-registered, London, United Kingdom-based Value Catalyst Fund Limited (total assets approximately US$109 million; traded on the Irish Stock Exchange), a shareholder controlling 37% of BGCL, succeeded in an effort to replace a majority of the Board of Directors of BGCL.

[image: image1.png]





	Article On 10 October 2001 From London, United Kingdom-based eFinancial News
“Kingsnorth takes control of Beta Gran Caribe” by James Rossiter

	Colin Kingsnorth, the notorious investment fund-raider, has wrested management control of Beta Gran Caribe, an investment fund with Cuban assets, leaving as a foregone conclusion the success of his takeover bid for the Beta fund itself.  Beta's shareholders voted to support a motion to replace their board of directors including Peter Scott, the former Gartmore international equities investor, with Colin Kingsnorth and his colleagues.  The vote comes only a day after Beta, under the advice of ING Barings, recommended that its shareholders accept a bid for the company made by Value Catalyst, an investment fund run by Kingsnorth's Laxey Partners.  Value Catalyst's was forced last month into a Sfr5.38 (€3.68) (US$3.33)-per-share takeover offer for Beta. Beta and ING Barings had discovered that Value Catalyst had breached UK Takeover Panel rules by building up a 37% stake in the fund, with the support of Metage Special Emerging Markets Opportunities and without making an offer for the rest.  Beta's new board will consist of Kingsnorth, Richard Webb of Metage Capital, Sebastiaan Berger, a Carribbean lawyer, and Christain Pittard of Aberdeen Asset Management. Metage Capital manages a 12.5% stake in Beta. Peter Scott, the former Gartmore investment fund manager, Gareth Jenkins and Javier Ozamiz Estrade will stand down from the Beta board.  Arturo Guzman, a close associate of the Cuban government, has decided to remain on the Beta board. He had threatened to resign if Kingsnorth gained management control.  Kingsnorth said he would have to wait and see how many Beta shareholders would accept Value Catalyst's offer before deciding on how to deal with the Beta fund. He did not rule out seeking to delist Beta and absorb the fund within Value Catalyst.  Beta's shareholders are understood to include UBS Asset Management which has a 14% stake. City of London, a fund run by Barry Oliff, which invests in closed-end investment funds, has a 3.5% stake.  English company law allows purchasers under ‘squeeze out provisions’ to acquire the minority shares in a target once it has bought 90% of the target's shares, and Beta, which is Guernsey-registered, is subject to this rule.  Nicholson Graham & Jones, a City of London law firm, is advising Beta. Value Catalyst is being advised by Gouldens, another London law firm.” 


Saratoga Resources S.A., is a SPV (Special Purpose Vehicle) within which the foreign shares of Hotel Saratoga S.A. are held.  Omega Latin Holdings Limited had owned 100% of the shares of Saratoga Resources S.A. (which owned 50% of the joint venture, Hotel Saratoga S.A.).   As of October 2001, Omega Latin Holdings Limited owned 88.7% of the shares of Saratoga Resources S.A.

	As of 16 September 2001, BGCL held 33.8% of Saratoga Resources S.A.  Saratoga Resources S.A. owns 50% of the joint venture, thus BGGL has a 16.9% shareholding in the joint venture.

	As of 30 September 2000, BGCL, had a 38% shareholding (valued at CHF3,292,000 or approximately US$1,810,600.00) in Omega Latin Holdings Limited (“Omega”/Hotel Saratoga SA), representing 8.35% of the Net Asset Value (NAV) of BGCL.  

	As of March 2000, BGCL reported a 19% shareholding (valued at CHF3,252,000 or approximately US$1,788,600.00) in Omega Latin Holdings Limited, representing 7.8% of the NAV of BGCL.  

	As of March 1999, BGCL reported a 19% shareholding (valued at CHF2,082,000 or approximately US$1,145,100.00) in Omega Latin Holdings Limited, representing 5.4% of the NAV of BGCL.  


	Beta Gran Caribe Limited Investment Portfolio (30 September 2000) In Hotel Saratoga SA

	Long Term Investment
	Currency


	Business
	Valuation Or Cost

CHF 000’s) (US$.55=CHF1.00)
	% Of Total Net Asset Value
	Valuation Basis

	Held via Caritel Investment Holdings Limited which in turn has a holding in Omega Latin Holdings (Hotel Saratoga)
	CHF
	Tourism
	3,292,000.00 (US$1,810,600.00)
	8.35%
	Cost


BGCL used two values for the hotel, each on the basis of an opening expected fourteen months from September 2001.  The difference in the values primarily reflected a change in the value of the Saratoga Palace if restrictions were removed for individuals subject to United States law seeking to travel to the Republic of Cuba.  The values were prepared by London, United Kingdom-based HTC International Ltd.  

	BGCL Shareholding When Saratoga Palace Is Valued At US$28 Million

	Share of Equity
	US$1,185,924.00

	Share of Loans
	US$1,340,953.00

	Total
	US$2,526,877.00


	BGCL Shareholding When Saratoga Palace Is Valued At US$60 Million

	Share of Equity
	US$4,869,935.00

	Share of Loans
	US$1,340,953.00

	Total
	US$6,210,888.00

	According to BGCL, the “commercial rationale for the Hotel Saratoga is that, within a few years, there will be enough visitors to Havana prepared to pay premium rates for what hopes to be a prestigious ‘boutique’ hotel, in a prime location on the edge of the Old Town.”


WITH KERZNER INTERNATIONAL, CUBA RENEWS FOCUS ON HIGH QUALITY BOTIQUE HOTELS- With the arrival of Paradise Island, The Bahamas-based Kerzner International Limited (2002 revenues approximately US$533 million; NYSE: KZL), through a Paradise Island, The Bahamas-based subsidiary, One&Only, to manage the 100-room Hotel Saratoga located in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, the Ministry of Tourism of the Republic of Cuba has continued a focus upon seeking non-Republic of Cuba-based companies to manage small high quality boutique hotels in an effort to increase the demographic of visitors to the Republic of Cuba, which has remained relatively stagnant since 1990 at low demographic visitors, generally on substantially discounted “all inclusive” packages.   

	Kerzner International Limited will represent the first “five star” (as defined by United States-based travel agents in terms of service, quality of facilities, quality of food, etc.) hotel management company with expertise in marketing services to high demographic (and high profile) visitors (especially citizens of the United States) to have a presence within the Republic of Cuba.

	Kerzner International Limited properties include the 2,317-room Atlantis on Paradise Island, The Bahamas; Paradise, The Bahamas-based Ocean Club; Uncasville, Connecticut-based Mohegan Sun; Mauritius-based Le Saint Geran; Mauritius-based Le Touessrok; Dubai-based Royal Mirage; Maldives-based Kanuhura; and Mexico-based Palmilla.  The company also has an investment in London, United Kingdom-based London Clubs International.  


The 50-year (from July 1997) joint venture, Hotel Saratoga S.A., is 50% owned by Saratoga Resources S.A. and 50% owned by Republic of Cuba government-operated Habaguanex S.A. (under the auspice of the Republic of Cuba government-operated Oficina del Historiador de la Ciudad).   

	Currently, the only “five star” (as defined by United States-based travel agents in terms of service, quality of facilities, quality of food, etc.) located in the Republic of Cuba is the NH Parque Central Hotel located in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, which is owned by Republic of Cuba government-operated Cubanacan S.A. and managed by Madrid, Spain-based NH Hoteles (2002 revenues approximately US$700 million).  Hamilton, Bermuda-based Sunrise Bermuda Ltd. is an investor in the NH Parque Central Hotel.


OFAC DENIES LICENSE FOR 2nd FOOD AND 2nd HEALTHCARE EXHIBITIONS IN CUBA- On 2 June 2003, the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., at the request of the Office of Cuban Affairs of the United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., denied applications submitted on 8 October 2002 and 9 January 2003 by Westport, Connecticut-based PWN Exhibicon International LLC to organize and conduct a second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, and a second U.S. Healthcare Exhibition in Havana, Republic of Cuba.  The text of the letter from the OFAC to PWN Exhibicon International LLC:

	2 June 2003

Case No. CU-72043

Peter W. Nathan                                                                                                

PWN Exhibicon International, L.L.C.

4 Greenbriar Lane

Westport, Connecticut 06880-1612


Dear Mr. Nathan:


This is in response to your two letters, both dated October 8, 2002, in which you request licenses that would authorize you to engage in transactions in connection with conducting a U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition and a U.S. Healthcare Exhibition in Havana in January 2004.  This also responds to your letter dated January 9, 2003, in which you request authorization for travel to Cuba for planning in preparation for future U.S. exhibitions you want to organize.


Based on foreign policy guidance received from the Department of State, the Department of the Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control ("OFAC") will not issue licenses at this time to permit your proposed transactions in connection with conducting the two trade exhibitions referenced above.  In addition, a license will not be issued to permit your proposed travel-related transactions in connection with holding the proposed trade exhibitions.  Accordingly, your 
license requests are hereby denied.


For information concerning the categories of travel for which licenses are issued, please refer to our Comprehensive Guidelines for License Application to Engage in Travel-RelatedTransactions Involving Cuba on our Internet website at www.treas.gov/ofac.


Sincerely,



R. Richard Newcomb
Director
Office of Foreign Assets Control


The U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, under license from the OFAC, held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana (Pabexpo) in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 through 30 September 2002, included 923 representatives from 291 United States-based companies and state organizations.  More than 16,000 Republic of Cuba nationals visited the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition.  Approximately US$92 million in contracts/agreements were signed by participants in the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, which was held in cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX) and Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of MINCEX.    

	The U.S. Healthcare Exhibition, under license from the OFAC, held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana from 25 January 2000 to 29 January 2000, included 305 representatives from 97 United States-based companies.  More than 8,000 healthcare professionals from Cuba visited the U.S. Healthcare Exhibition, including physicians, hospital and clinic administrators, nurse practitioners, laboratory diagnosticians, and researchers.  The U.S. Healthcare Exhibition was held in cooperation with the Ministry of Public Health of the Republic of Cuba, MINCEX, and Republic of Cuba government-operated MediCuba.  


For additional information, please contact: Mr. Peter W. Nathan, PWN Exhibicon International LLC, 4 Greenbrier Lane, Westport, Connecticut 06880; Telephone: (203) 222-8660; Facsimile: (203) 222-8335; e-mail: pwnathan@aol.com; Internet: http://www.cubaexhibitions.com 

	Contact Information

	Mr. R. Richard Newcomb, Director- Office of Foreign Assets Control; United States Department of the Treasury; Washington, D.C.  20220; Telephone: (202) 622-2480; Facsimile: (202) 622-1657

	Mr. Kevin Whitaker- Coordinator, Office of Cuban Affairs; United States Department of State; Washington, D.C.  20520; Telephone: (202) 647-9273; Facsimile: (202) 736-4476; E-mail: WhitakerKM@state.gov


LEISURE CANADA ANNOUNCES CREATION OF “MIRUS” HOTEL BRAND FOR CUBA- On 11 June 2003, North Vancouver, Canada-based Leisure Canada Inc. (TSX Venture Exchange: LCN), Internet: http://www.leisurecanada.com, reported that the company had created a hotel brand for use on properties within the Republic of Cuba.  According to the company, “The development of a hotel brand that can quickly transfer to a North American hotel chain, once the doors to Cuba open, further establishes Leisure Canada's vertically integrated gateway to Cuba.”

	Leisure Canada Inc. Announces Formation of Hotel Brand; Shares Issued & Outstanding: 39,087,508; Trading: TSX Venture Exchange:  LCN

	VANCOUVER, June 11 /CNW/ - Leisure Canada Inc., a leading developer of hotel resorts in Cuba, is pleased to announce that the company's wholly owned management division, Miramar Management, has been given the right to manage the Monte Barreto Hotel in Havana, with the intention to use its own brand, Mirus Resorts & Hotels to flag this property, subject to an agreed upon management contract with the company's Cuban partners.

	The goal of the company is to build both Havana's premier hotel and the reputation of the Mirus Resorts & Hotels brand, so that it is synonymous with luxury, elegance and four-star-plus western recognized hotel products, as defined by AAA international standards set by the tourism industry. All modern western amenities and full-service conveniences would be offered under this brand.

	Mirus, meaning "extraordinary", will ultimately strive to be the leader in the business travel market, while initially focusing on Cuba's thriving tour and travel market. The development of a hotel brand that can quickly transfer to a North American hotel chain, once the doors to Cuba open, further establishes Leisure Canada's vertically integrated gateway to Cuba.

	Peter MacLeod, President and C.O.O. stated, "Leisure Canada's extensive experience in the hotel management industry, through our existing executive, board and partners, enables us to take advantage of this tremendous opportunity."

	The TSX Venture Exchange has not reviewed and does not accept responsibility for the adequacy or accuracy of this release.

	For further information: please contact: Peter MacLeod, President and Chief Operating Officer; JJ Jennex, Investor Relations Director; Ward Jensen Investor Relations Officer; Telephone: (604) 990-9599 or 1-888-600-8687, E-mail: info@leisurecanada.com, jjjennex@leisurecanada.com, ward@leisurecanada.com; Website: www.leisurecanada.com


6 November 2002, Leisure Canada Inc. announced the completion of a private placement.  Leisure Canada had 39,087,508 shares issued and outstanding:

	“Leisure Canada Inc., a leading developer of luxury resorts in Cuba, is pleased to announce it has completed a private placement of 5,113,520 units at a price of US$0.4889 (approximately C$0.75 per unit) for aggregate gross proceeds of US$2,500,000 (approximately C$3,850,000).  Each unit will consist of one common share and one non-transferable share purchase warrant, each warrant entitling the holder to purchase an additional common share for a period of three years at a price of US$0.6519 (approximately C$1.00).  The securities are subject to a four-month hold period expiring on March 5, 2003.

	On June 21, 2002, Leisure Canada announced a private placement with International Capital Inc. (‘ICI’) for aggregate proceeds of US$4,889,497.  In the interest of reducing dilution to shareholders of the company in what the Board of Directors and management of Leisure Canada believe to be a time of depressed market conditions, the amount of the private placement was capped at US$2,500,000.  This financing, combined with Leisure Canada’s existing strong balance sheet, assures the support required to continue Leisure Canada's accelerated development plans for the Monte Barreto project, Leisure Canada’s primary five-star waterfront hotel in Havana.

	The Monte Barreto project is located in an area known as the Miramar District and has the advantage of being the last waterfront hotel to be constructed in the area. The Miramar District is at the forefront of Havana’s city expansion plan. Leisure Canada is positioned to take advantage of the significant, modern infrastructure currently in place.

	ICI is owned by a trust, the beneficiaries of which are Walter H. Berukoff, the Chairman, Chief Executive Officer and a director of Leisure Canada, or persons related to Mr. Berukoff.  Prior to the completion of the private placement, ICI owned 7,705,431 common shares in the capital of Leisure Canada, representing approximately 22.7% of the Leisure Canada's then issued and outstanding common shares.  As a result of the private placement, ICI acquired 5,113,520 common shares and now owns 12,818,951 common shares in the capital of Leisure Canada, representing approximately 32.8% of Leisure Canada's currently issued and outstanding common shares.  Assuming that ICI exercises all of its warrants, it would own 17,932,471 common shares, or approximately 40.6% of Leisure Canada's then issued and outstanding common shares (assuming that no additional shares are issued).

	Peter MacLeod, Leisure Canada’s President and Chief Operating Officer, states ‘Leisure Canada’s joint venture company now owns all of the real estate for the Monte Barreto project.  Mr. Berukoff’s significant injection of capital will enable Leisure Canada to continue with the advancement of the development of Leisure Canada’s five-star Monte Barreto hotel.  The Monte Barreto project is currently in the advanced stages of design and development with a view to breaking ground and commencing construction in 2003.  In addition, Leisure Canada is also focusing on the development of its Cayo Largo property in conjunction with exciting new partners.  Further announcements regarding the Cayo Largo project will be upcoming in the near future.’

	Under applicable securities laws, the private placement is a related party transaction.  The transaction was reviewed and approved by an independent committee of the Board of Directors and subsequently approved by the Board of Directors.  Shareholder approval for this transaction was obtained from a majority of minority shareholders, excluding shares owned by ICI, Walter H. Berukoff and their respective associates and affiliates.”

	For additional information, please contact: Mr. Peter MacLeod at telephone (604) 990-9599 or (888) 600-8687, e-mail: info@leisurecanada.com or Mr. J.J. Jennex- Investor Relations Director, e-mail: jjjennex@leisurecanada.com or Internet: http://www.leisurecanada.com


LANAHAN LUMBER CO. OF FLORIDA CONTRACTS FOR 350 CONTAINERS OF PINE TO CUBA- Jacksonville, Florida-based Lanahan Lumber Company, Inc., has signed three contracts with Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), for the delivery of 350 40-foot flat rack containers of Southern Yellow Pine (sourced from the State of Florida, State of Alabama, and State of South Carolina), to be transported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba on a biweekly basis, beginning in June 2003, through the Port of Jacksonville, Florida, and the Port of Gulfport, Mississippi.  Lanahan Lumber Company, Inc., reports that an additional 450 containers may be delivered to the Republic of Cuba during the next twelve months.  Alimport is the contracting party on behalf of other Republic of Cuba government-operated entities.  

	Lanahan Lumber Company, Inc., participated in the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition to be held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana (Pabexpo) in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 through 30 September 2002, which included 923 representatives from 291 United States-based companies and state organizations.  


The exports are permitted under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose. 

USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 29 May 2003 to 5 June 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	29 May 2003 To 5 June 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	180,000

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	5,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	99,500

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons
	208,800

metric tons
	100,900

metric tons
	60,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	74,000

metric tons
	14,400

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	65,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	113,600

metric tons
	39,000

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons

	Soybean

Oil
	15,000

metric tons
	-0-
	52,700

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	10,000

metric tons
	7,400

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	32,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	5,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	25,200

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,600

running bales
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Totals
	 399,500 metric tons;1,600 bales
	122,400 metric tons
	562,300

metric tons
	249,400

metric tons
	110,000

metric tons


38% INCREASE IN APRIL 2003 AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of April 2003 was US$24,784,239.00, of which US$24,574,122.00 was reported as agricultural products.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate) and Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd, among other products as “agricultural products,” although the United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate) and Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd as agricultural products.  The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and agricultural products in monthly and yearly data.


	Monthly  Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2002
	2003
	% Change
	2002
	2003
	% Change

	January
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68

	February
	US$13,731,785.00
	US$9,036,856.00
	-34.19
	US$23,655,706.00
	US$25,876,117.00
	+9.39

	March
	US$7,889,428.00
	US$17,508,552.00
	+121
	US$31,545,134.00
	US$44,213,092.00
	+40.15

	April
	US$17,770,491.00
	US$24,574,122.00
	+38.29
	US$49,315,625.00
	US$67,913,791.00
	+37.71


	Monthly  Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2001
	2002
	% Change
	2001
	2002
	% Change

	December
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$8,315,934.00
	+92.55
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$138,634,784.00
	+3,109.95


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 was reported in December 2001.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports To Cuba (2003-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	May 2003
	Not Yet Reported
	Not Yet Reported

	April 2003
	US$24,574,122.00
	29th (of 216)

	March 2003
	US$17,508,552.00
	38th (of 182)

	February 2003
	US$9,865,279.00
	49th (of 206) 

	January 2003
	US$16,839,261.00
	40th (of 197)

	               2003
	US$68,787,214.00 (January-April)
	42nd (of 211)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00 (January-December)
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$211,740,904.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	April 2003
	Year-To-Date

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Savannah, GA
	US$91,033.00
	US$91,033.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$873,957.00
	US$2,488,864.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$3,016,319.00
	US$6,974,276.00

	027140045
	chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn,feet (paws) 
	Tampa, FL
	US$57,000.00
	US$57,000.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$206,000.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$1,518,890.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$83,720.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Mobile, AL*
	US$39,884.00
	US$98,137.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$79,288.00

	0207270050
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,321.00

	0405900000
	Fats and oils derived from milk, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$16,650.00
	US$16,650.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$30,606.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$176,443.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Mobile, AL*
	US$81,000.00
	US$269,565.00

	0713322000
	Small red (adzuki) beans, except seed drd, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$76,400.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$69,512.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$55,000.00

	0801110000
	Coconuts, desiccated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,080.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	US$33,595.00
	US$357,403.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$64,386.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$36,833.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$857,507.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except see, nesoi
	Port Aurthur, TX
	US$1,512,990.00
	US$1,512,990.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 2 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,865,625.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$2,197,837.00
	US$7,371,998.00

	1006100000
	Rice In The Husk (Paddy Or Rough)
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,986,552.00
	US$5,104,078.00

	1006204020
	Rice, Long Grain, Husked (Brown)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,990.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	Tampa, FL
	US$17,200.00
	US$78,462.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,967,425.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$884,625.00

	1103110020
	Groats and meal of wheat, semolina
	Pembina, ND
	
	US$60,325.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$3,487,838.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,230,065.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,951,040.00
	US$4,363,340.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$43,387.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	US$7,554,300.00
	US$14,898,060.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL
	
	US$12,240.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$103,924.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$62,700.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL
	
	US$62,700.00

	1601000090
	Sausages & similar prdts. Other than poultry, Othr
	Miami, FL
	
	US$31,500.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$7,904.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Tampa, FL
	US$32,536.00
	US$77,582.00

	1901909085
	Food preps, wheat-flour soya blends
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$269,658.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	US$13,863.00
	US$110,369.00

	1905909030
	Corn chips and similar crisp savory snack foods
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$7,182.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$259,577.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL
	US$185,676.00
	US$199,965.00

	2005400000
	Peas (pisum sativum) prep/prep nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4.071.00

	2005590000
	Beans, not shelled, prep/pres nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$2,624.00

	2005800000
	Sweet corn, prepared/preserved nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,274.00

	2005906550
	Prepared/preserved vegetables, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$5,462.00

	2008924000
	Mix of fruit, nuts, etc nesoi otherwise prep/pres
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$4,910.00

	2103202000
	Tomato Ketchup
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,033.00

	2103204000
	Tomato Sauces
	Mobile, AL
	
	US$67,523.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$83,283.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL
	US$14,232.00
	US$48,878.00

	2104100040 
	Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$22,632.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,808.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$60,719.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, canned
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$28,223.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$12,312.00

	2202100060
	Waters incl mineral & aerated, swtnd/flavord nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$27,000.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	US$4,898,458.00
	US$9,807,353.00

	2835250000
	Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$805,791.00

	4818900000
	Bed sheets & simlr household/hospital art ppr
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$291,393.00

	7308300000
	Drs, wndws a frms a thrshlds fr drs, iron or steel
	Ogdensburg, NY
	
	US$60,000.00

	8412809000
	Engines and motors
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$49,990.00

	8703230020
	Vehicles, nesoi, new, eng (1500-3000 cc) le 4cyl
	Tampa, FL
	US$25,000.00
	US$25,000.00

	9022902000
	High tension generators, desks, chair, etc.
	Miami, FL
	US$85,300.00
	US$85,300.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,895.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,140.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated 
	Miami, FL
	US$13,584.00
	US$13,584.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$61,350.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$158,747.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$12,000.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Miami, FL
	US$86,233.00
	US$553,598.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$24,784,239.00
	US$70,086,316.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include

Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce or the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury.

	2003 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2003

	4901990070
	Hardbound books
	San Juan, PR
	US$3,307.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	New York, NY
	US$40,000.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$6,916.00

	9801001097
	Products of U.S. returned after being export, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$33,336.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$83,559.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN APRIL 2003- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in April 2003 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2003

April Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of April

2003 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Soybean Oil
	US$9,505,340.00
	38.6%

	2
	Soybean Oil Cake
	US$4,898,458.00
	19.9%

	3
	Poultry (Chicken)
	US$4,078,193.00
	16.5%

	4
	Corn (No. 3)
	US$2,197,837.00
	8.9%

	5
	Rice (Rough)
	US$1,986,552.00
	8.%

	6
	Wheat
	US$1,512,990.00
	6.1%

	7
	Tomato Paste
	US$185,676.00
	.75%

	8
	Eggs
	US$81,000.00
	.32%

	9
	Apples
	US$33,595.00
	.13%

	10
	Chewing Gum
	US$32,536.00
	.13%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$24,512,177.00
	99.33%


HANCOR INC. REPORTS ORDER FOR AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT FROM CUBA- Findlay, Ohio-based Hancor Inc., has reported receiving an order for 12,654 linear meters of pipe, valued at US$178,000.00, from a distributor located in Mexico.  The pipe, which would be manufactured in Yoakum, Texas, would be used for the removal of sugar residues at Republic of Cuba government-operated sugar refining facilities.  Hancor Inc. has declined the opportunity to export the pipe to the Republic of Cuba as neither United States law nor United States regulations authorize the export of agricultural and farmstead equipment from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.  Agricultural and farmstead equipment is manufactured/assembled by companies located in more than thirty states of the United States.  

	Established in 1887, Hancor Inc. is a “supplier of innovative drainage and water conservation solutions worldwide.”  There are two projects in the Republic of Cuba seeking to use pipe manufactured by Hancor Inc., to be exported through a distributor located in Mexico.  The first project requires approximately 10,154 linear meters of watertight HDPE pipe ranging in 4” through 18” diameter.  The second project requires approximately 2,500 linear meters of 24”Blue Seal watertight HDPE pipe.  The pipe would be used for the removal of sugar residues.  The total market value of the combined projects is approximately US$178,000.00.  The pipe would be manufactured the Hancor Inc. plant in Yoakum, Texas.

	According to Hancor Inc., “Chances are, your crops have been damaged more than once by heavy rains or long droughts.  A properly installed drainage system can buffer the effects of both moisture extremes, but if it's been awhile since your drainage system has been installed, it could be as effective as no drainage.  Our pipe and pipe products can also be used effectively for: Field Drainage; Crop Irrigation; Grain Aeration; Pond Overflow; Land Reclamation; Waterways; and Outlets.” 


The Honorable Tom Harkin (D- Iowa), a member of the United States Senate who is the Ranking Minority Member of the Committee on Agriculture, is considering the introduction of an amendment to the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 that would authorize the export of agricultural and farmstead equipment from the United States to countries included within current provisions the TSRA: Republic of Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, North Korea, Sudan, and Syria.  One provision of the TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  The genesis of the interest by Senator Harkin derives from an Iowa-based company contacting Senator Harkin upon receipt of an inquiry to export agricultural equipment to Sudan.  The text of a draft of the amendment follows:

	To promote the export of agricultural supplies.  Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

	SECTION 1. AGRICULTURAL SUPPLIES.

	Section 902(1) of Public Law 106–387 is amended by striking ‘‘has the meaning’’ and all that follows and inserting ‘‘means an agricultural commodity (as defined in section 102 of the Agricultural Trade Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C. 5602) and an agricultural supply (as defined in 8 section 3.7(b)(4) of the Farm Credit Act of 1971 (12 U.S.C. 2128(b)(4)).’’ 


An increasing number of Members of the United States Congress, representatives of United States-based agricultural organizations, and representatives of United States-based companies are supporting executive branch consideration and legislative branch consideration to authorize the export of agricultural and farmstead equipment from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, on a cash-only basis or with non-United States-origin financing.  

	The Honorable George W. Bush, President of the United States, can issue an executive order to authorize the export of agricultural and farmstead equipment from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


The definition of “agricultural and farmstead equipment” was determined in consultation with the St. Louis, Missouri-based Farm Equipment Manufacturers Association (FEMA) and the Milwaukee, Wisconsin-based Association of Equipment Manufacturers (AEM).  The authorization to export of agricultural and farmstead equipment from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, on a cash-only basis or with non-United States-origin financing, would be similar to the TSRA.  The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., determined that the TSRA authorizes foreign subsidiaries (not branches) of United States-based financial institutions to provide financing for exports to the Republic of Cuba and authorizes non-United States-based financial institutions to provide financing for exports to the Republic of Cuba.  The two largest manufacturers of agricultural and farmstead equipment in the United States: 

	Lake Forest, Illinois-based Case New Holland, Inc. (2002 revenues US$9.7 billion) agricultural products are sold under the Case IH, New Holland and Steyr brands.  Case New Holland, Inc., (CNH) has manufacturing/assembly facilities in the following locations: Belleville, Pennsylvania (Construction Equipment, Hay Tools); Benson, Minnesota (Agricultural Sprayers); Burlington, Iowa (Construction Equipment); Dublin, Georgia (Tractors); East Moline, Illinois (Combines and Cotton Pickers); Fargo, North Dakota (Tractors, Planters, Air Seeders, Construction Equipment); Goodfield, Illinois (Agricultural Soil Management Implements); Grand Island, Nebraska (Combines, Hay and Forage Equipment); New Holland, Pennsylvania (Hay and Forage Equipment); Racine, Wisconsin (Tractors and Components); and Wichita, Kansas (Construction Equipment).  The company has research and development facilities in Burr Ridge, Illinois (Tractors and Components); Goodfield, Illinois (Agricultural Soil Management); and in New Holland, Pennsylvania (Hay and Forage Equipment).  The company also has a 50-50 joint venture, Consolidated Diesel Company (Rocky Mount, North Carolina), with Cummins Engine Company to provide a low cost source for the diesel engines used in many product lines.

	Moline, Illinois-based Deere & Company (2002 revenues US$13 billion) agricultural products are manufactured/assembled in the following locations: Moline, Illinois; Thibodaux, Louisiana; Des Moines, Iowa; Coon Rapids, Minnesota; Ottumwa, Iowa; Urbandale, Iowa; Waterloo, Iowa; Fargo, North Dakota; Alpharetta, Georgia; Grovetown, Georgia; Charlotte, North Carolina; Cary, North Carolina; Raleigh, North Carolina; Rock Hill, South Carolina; Greenville, Tennessee; Horicon, Wisconsin; Loudon, Tennessee; Davenport, Iowa; Kernersville, North Carolina; and Dubuque, Iowa. 


	State
	Members Of United States Senate From

CNH; Deere & Company; Hancor States

	Georgia
	The Honorable Zell Miller (D); The Honorable Saxby Chambliss (R)

	Illinois
	The Honorable Richard J. Durbin (D); The Honorable Peter G. Fitzgerald

	Iowa
	The Honorable Charles Grassley (R); The Honorable Tom Harkin (D)

	Kansas
	The Honorable Sam Brownback (R); The Honorable Pat Roberts (R)

	Louisiana
	The Honorable John B. Breaux (D); The Honorable Mary L. Landrieu (D)

	Minnesota
	The Honorable Mark Dayton (R); The Honorable Norm Coleman (R)

	Nebraska
	The Honorable Chuck Hagel (R); The Honorable Ben Nelson (D)

	North Carolina
	The Honorable John Edwards (D); The Honorable Elizabeth H. Dole (R)

	North Dakota
	The Honorable Kent Conrad (D); The Honorable Byron L. Dorgan (D)

	Ohio
	The Honorable Mike DeWine (R); The Honorable George V. Voinovich (R) 

	Pennsylvania
	The Honorable Arlen Specter (R); The Honorable Rick Santorum (R)

	South Carolina
	The Honorable Ernest F. Hollings (D); The Honorable Lindsey Graham (R)

	Tennessee
	The Honorable Bill Frist (R); The Honorable Lamar Alexander (R)

	Texas
	The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison (R); The Honorable John Cornyn (R) 

	Wisconsin
	The Honorable Herb Kohl (D); The Honorable Russell D. Feingold (D)


Agricultural products currently produced in the Republic of Cuba include, but are not limited to, oranges, grapefruit, sugar, tobacco, rice, dairy, tropical fruits, and vegetables.  These agricultural products have been cultivated in the Republic of Cuba for generations; with some of the production used for distribution to the 11.2 million citizens of the Republic of Cuba, some of the production used within the tourism industry (which had 1,683,714 visitors in 2002), and some of the production exported.  

USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 22 May 2003 to 29 May 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	22 May 2003 To 29 May 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	56,000

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	84,200

metric tons
	127,300

metric tons
	115,000

metric tons

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	10,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	99,500

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons
	208,800

metric tons
	100,900

metric tons
	60,000

metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	30,000

metric tons
	74,000

metric tons
	27,200

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	65,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	113,600

metric tons
	39,000

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons

	Soybean

Oil
	23,000

metric tons
	-0-
	44,600

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	10,000

metric tons
	7,400

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	32,900

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	5,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	25,200

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,600

running bales
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Totals
	 288,500 metric tons;1,600 bales
	137,400 metric tons
	638,100

metric tons
	362,500

metric tons
	225,000

metric tons


USDA ANNOUNCES MAP FUNDING FOR ORGANIZATIONS; CUBA EXCLUDED- On 6 June 2003, The Honorable Ann M. Veneman, Secretary of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that sixty-five United States-based trade organizations would share US$110 million to promote United States-produced agricultural products throughout the world.  The text of the media release follows: 

	Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced fiscal year 2003 allocations of $110 million to 65 U.S. trade organizations to promote U.S. agricultural products overseas under the Market Access Program (MAP).  The 2002 Farm Bill provides for significant increases to MAP, more than doubling funding to $200 million annually by 2006, the first increases to the program since 1996.

	“Increased trade opportunities for American agriculture products benefit not only the food and agriculture sectors, but the economy as a whole,” said Veneman.  “The Market Access Program helps promote U.S. products and build new markets overseas.”

	Veneman said that exports are expected to reach $56 billion this year, which support 840,000 jobs, and that for every $1 billion more, 15,000 new jobs are created.

	MAP uses funds from USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation to enter into agreements with U.S. agricultural trade organizations, state regional groups and cooperatives.  The CCC funds are used to share the costs of overseas marketing and promotional activities for both brand and generic promotions targeting marketing constraints and opportunities.  Examples of activities conducted with MAP funding include consumer promotions for retail products, seminars and workshops to educate overseas customers about agricultural biotechnology and food safety, training and assistance to foreign processors and manufacturers on the utilization of U.S. product ingredients and market research. MAP is administered by USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service.

All program applicants undergo a competitive review process based on four weighted criteria – the degree to which the applicant contributes resources to the program, historic export performance, projected export goals and achievement of past export goals.  MAP is one of several USDA programs included under a unified application and review process designed to ensure the most effective and results-oriented utilization of government resources available to the agriculture industry for developing overseas markets for U.S. products.


The Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose, prohibits “United States Assistance and Financing” for exports to the Republic of Cuba.  United States-based organizations receiving MAP funds are reportedly not permitted to use the funds for Republic of Cuba-related activities.  The relevant text of the TSRA follows:

	SEC. 908. PROHIBITION ON UNITED STATES ASSISTANCE AND FINANCING.  (a) PROHIBITION ON UNITED STATES ASSISTANCE.— (1) IN GENERAL.— Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no United States Government assistance, including United States foreign assistance, United States export assistance, and any United States credit or guarantees shall be available for exports to Cuba or for commercial exports to Iran, Libya, North Korea, or Sudan.  (2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in paragraph (1) shall be construed to alter, modify, or otherwise affect the provisions of section 109 of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (22 U.S.C. 6039) or any other provision of law relating to Cuba in effect on the day before the date of the enactment of this Act.  (3) WAIVER.—The President may waive the application of paragraph (1) with respect to Iran, Libya, North Korea, and Sudan to the degree the President determines that it is in the national security interest of the United States to do so, or for humanitarian reasons.


Stone Mountain, Georgia-based USA Poultry & Egg Export Council (USAPEEC) and Arlington, Virginia-based USA Rice Federation reported expenditures (no United States government funds, including MAP funds) on Republic of Cuba-related activities since 2001, which equate out-of-pocket expenses (not including personnel time) with gross revenues received by members of the organizations for exports to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the TSRA.
	USAPEEC (2002 budget approximately US$10 million) reported that in 2002 members of the organization sold agricultural products (chicken, turkey, eggs) valued at US$22,398,846.00 to Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).  USAPEEC reported that for approximately each US$1.00 spent by the organization on Republic of Cuba-related activities, members received US$149.32 in TSRA-authorized export revenues.  NOTE: USAPEEC member companies also allocated substantial funds for Republic of Cuba-related activities independent of the USAPEEC.  USA Rice Federation (2002 budget approximately US$10 million) reported that members of the organization sold products (rice) valued at US$6,266,281.00 to Alimport.  USA Rice Federation reported that for approximately each US$1.00 spent by the organization on Republic of Cuba-related activities, members of the organization received US$179.00 in TSRA-authorized export revenues.  NOTE: USA Rice Federation member companies also allocated substantial funds for Republic of Cuba-related activities independent of the USA Rice Federation.  NOTE: Rice exports to the Republic of Cuba are expected to be limited due to the purchase by Alimport of substantial quantities of low quality rice (25% broken, 50% broken, etc.) and the provision of substantial government-guaranteed financing (720 days or more) provided by the government of Vietnam and the government of the People’s Republic of China.  


According to the USDA, the Republic of Cuba ranked 50th (US$138,634,784.00) of 226 agricultural export markets in the world for United States-based companies in 2002, compared to 144th (US$4,318,906.00) of 226 in 2001, and 226th (US$0.00) of 226 in 2000.  Thus far in 2003, the Republic of Cuba ranks approximately 42nd of 211 countries.  

	Market Access Program Allocations For Fiscal Year 2003

[*organizations whose members who have visited the Republic of Cuba]

	Participant
	Allocation

	Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute
	$2,721,428.00

	American Forest & Paper Association*
	$5,979,825.00

	American Peanut Council*
	$1,185,877.00

	American Seafood Institute*
	$750,515.00

	American Seed Trade Association/Oregon Seed Council
	$354,451.00

	American Sheep Industry Association
	$276,916.00

	American Soybean Association*
	$3,431,438.00

	Blue Diamond Growers/Almond Board of California
	$1,214,877.00

	California Agricultural Export Council*
	$618,066.00

	California Asparagus Commission
	$244,922.00

	California Cling Peach Growers Advisory Board
	$316,958.00

	California Kiwifruit Commission
	$132,747.00

	California Pistachio Commission
	$771,698.00

	California Prune Board*
	$2,184,878.00

	California Strawberry Commission
	$552,809.00

	California Table Grape Commission*
	$2,253,608.00

	California Tomato Commission/Florida Tomato Committee
	$614,285.00

	California Tree Fruit Agreement
	$1,150,782.00

	California Walnut Commission
	$2,812,106.00

	Cherry Marketing Institute
	$122,265.00

	Chocolate Manufacturers Association*
	$989,423.00

	Cotton Council International*
	$8,406,098.00

	Cranberry Marketing Committee*
	$736,959.00

	Florida Department of Citrus
	$3,998,895.00

	Food Export USA Northeast
	$4,366,864.00

	Ginseng Board of Wisconsin
	$28,559.00

	Hawaii Papaya Industry Association
	$61,105.00

	Hop Growers of America
	$87,081.00

	Intertribal Agriculture Council
	$444,794.00

	Mid-America International Agri-Trade Council*
	$6,056,818.00

	Mohair Council of America
	$36,859.00

	National Association of State Departments of Agriculture*
	$1,576,035.00

	National Dry Bean Council*
	$549,192.00

	National Honey Board
	$130,533.00

	National Potato Promotion Board*
	$2,331,169.00

	National Renderers Association
	$337,183.00

	National Sunflower Association*
	$868,864.00

	National Watermelon Promotion Board
	$134,665.00

	New York Wine and Grape Foundation*
	$170,759.00

	North American Export Grain Association*
	$75,226.00

	Northwest Wine Promotion Coalition
	$438,114.00

	Organic Trade Association
	$73,573.00

	Pear Bureau Northwest*
	$1,398,786.00

	Pet Food Institute*
	$864,327.00

	Raisin Administrative Committee
	$1,835,893.00

	Southern United States Trade Association*
	$4,644,176.00

	Sunkist Growers, Inc*
	$1,775,869.00

	Texas Produce Export Association
	$72,053.00

	The Catfish Institute
	$303,268.00

	The Popcorn Board
	$250,835.00

	U.S. Apple Association*
	$497,763.00

	U.S. Dairy Export Council*
	$2,161,513.00

	U.S. Grains Council*
	$3,536,255.00

	U.S. Highbush Blueberry Council
	$106,331.00

	U.S. Livestock Genetics Export, Inc.
	$754,338.00

	U.S. Meat Export Federation*
	$10,138,190.00

	U.S. Wheat Associates*
	$2,458,897.00

	USA Dry Pea and Lentil Council*
	$478,213.00

	USA Poultry and Egg Export Council*
	$2,709,601.00

	USA Rice Federation/U.S. Rice Producers Association*
	$2,620,887.00

	WA State Fruit Commission/CA Cherry Advisory Board
	$801,734.00

	Washington Apple Commission*
	$1,814,050.00

	Welch's Food*
	$535,458.00

	Western United States Agricultural Trade Association
	$6,643,513.00

	Wine Institute*
	$3,758,831.00

	Reserve
	$250,000.00

	TOTAL
	$110,000,000.00


GTIS PROVIDES TRADE DATA FOR CUBA- Columbia, South Carolina-based Global Trade Information Service, Inc. (GTIS), has provided the following trade (import and export) data for the Republic of Cuba, obtained by GTIS from the respective governments.  Import and Export valuation reported in the Global Trade Atlas published by GTIS is determined by the value definition used by each reporting country.  Valuation definitions and their usage: 

	Custom Import Value (C.V.): This value is generally defined as the price actually paid or payable for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties, freight, insurance, and other charges incurred in bringing the merchandise to the importing country.

	Cost, Insurance, and Freight Import Value (C.I.F.): This value represents the landed value of the merchandise at the first port of arrival in the importing country.  It is computed by adding “Import Charges” to the “Customs Value” and therefore excludes import duties.

	Free Along Ship Export Value (F.A.S.): The value of exports at the seaport, airport, or border, port of export, based on the transaction price, including inland freight, insurance, and other charges incurred in placing the merchandise alongside the carrier at the port of exportation.  The value, as defined, excludes the cost of loading the merchandise aboard the exporting carrier and also excludes freight, insurance, and any charges or transportation costs beyond the port of exportation.

	Free On Board (F.O.B.): A standard reference to the price of merchandise on the border or at a national port.  In F.O.B. contracts, the seller is obliged to have the goods packaged and ready for shipment at the place agreed upon, and purchaser agrees to cover all ground transport costs and to assure all risks in the exporting country, together with subsequent transport costs and expenses incurred in loading the goods onto the chosen means of transport.

	Value for Duty (V.F.D.): Value of imports before the addition of insurance and freight costs. The V.F.D. value equates approximately to F.O.B. value of goods in the exporting country.


	Reporting Country
	Export Valuation
	Import Valuation

	1
	Argentina
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	2
	Australia
	F.O.B.
	C.V.

	3
	Austria
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	4
	Belgium
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	5
	Brazil
	F.O.B.
	F.O.B.

	6
	Canada
	F.O.B.
	F.O.B.

	7
	Chile
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	8
	China
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	9
	Colombia
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	10
	Denmark
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	11
	European Union (External Trade)
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	12
	Finland
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	13
	France
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	14
	France (Customs)
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	15
	Germany
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	16
	Greece
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	17
	Hong Kong
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	18
	Iceland
	F.O.B.
	F.O.B.

	19
	India
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	20
	Indonesia
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	21
	Ireland
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	22
	Italy
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	23
	Japan
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	24
	Luxembourg
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	25
	Malaysia
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	26
	Mexico
	F.O.B.
	F.O.B.

	27
	Netherlands
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	28
	New Zealand
	F.O.B.
	V.F.D.

	29
	Norway
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	30
	Peru
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	31
	Philippines
	F.O.B.
	F.O.B.

	32
	Poland
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	33
	Portugal
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	34
	Russia
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	35
	South Africa
	F.O.B.
	F.O.B.

	36
	South Korea
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	37
	Spain
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	38
	Sri Lanka
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	39
	Sweden
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	40
	Switzerland
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	41
	Taiwan
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	42
	Turkey
	---
	---

	43
	United Kingdom
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	44
	United Kingdom (Customs)
	F.O.B.
	C.I.F.

	45
	United States
	F.A.S.
	C.V.

	46
	Venezuela
	F.O.B.
	F.O.B.


The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba in 2002 was US$144,396,897.00, of which US$138,634,784.00 consisted of products authorized under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  The first exports under provisions of the TSRA were in December 2001; the value was US$4,318,906.00.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba were for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba; or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities; or healthcare products under provisions of the Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, which re-authorized the direct commercial export of healthcare products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.   

	Reporting Countries Export Statistics (Partner Country: Cuba)

	Commodity: Total, All Commodity Chapters

	Reporting Country
	U.S. Dollars
	% Change

	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2002/2001

	Total
	US$2,365,402,897
	US$2,488,494,220
	US$2,200,677,984
	-11.57%

	Spain
	579,070,426
	557,373,777
	446,903,115
	-19.82%

	China
	233,869,861
	333,175,490
	310,423,158
	-6.83%

	Italy
	249,446,227
	249,867,161
	236,233,245
	-5.46%

	France
	238,934,616
	220,898,883
	197,756,091
	-10.48%

	Canada
	223,690,708
	254,742,913
	175,780,231
	-31%

	United States
	6,666,564
	7,096,211
	144,396,111
	1,934.83%

	Mexico
	209,319,482
	175,558,283
	130,094,359
	-25.9%

	Brazil
	94,568,698
	111,953,353
	73,894,808
	-34%

	Germany
	62,986,680
	89,681,939
	69,997,105
	-21.95%

	Colombia
	31,706,612
	23,679,282
	60,416,078
	155.14%

	Netherlands
	72,272,657
	63,054,299
	56,852,442
	-9.84%

	Chile
	36,433,404
	36,572,195
	41,770,726
	14.21%

	Russia (1)(2)
	75,660,181
	62,925,274
	33,293,356
	-47.09%

	New Zealand
	7,751,317
	46,168,137
	30,970,952
	-32.92%

	Japan
	24,472,031
	26,642,281
	25,954,000
	-2.58%

	Argentina
	53,021,635
	48,764,987
	21,737,214
	-55.42%

	Belgium
	24,693,998
	24,080,473
	20,437,983
	-15.13%

	Taiwan
	19,960,663
	18,863,213
	18,062,953
	-4.24%

	United Kingdom
	32,819,342
	17,862,112
	17,222,093
	-3.58%

	Australia
	1,207,496
	10,860,769
	11,826,751
	8.89%

	Venezuela (3)
	12,294,278
	16,203,899
	11,585,833
	-28.5%

	Sweden
	14,681,814
	20,823,957
	9,750,989
	-53.17%

	Poland
	483,213
	3,165,896
	9,488,208
	199.7%

	Denmark
	6,198,710
	9,903,450
	9,216,885
	-6.93%

	Hong Kong
	15,477,231
	9,807,584
	6,071,606
	-38.09%

	India
	4,345,980
	5,228,861
	5,258,207
	0.56%

	Portugal
	6,909,248
	5,526,439
	4,238,327
	-23.31%

	Thailand
	4,623,927
	4,778,534
	3,879,880
	-18.81%

	Switzerland
	3,798,339
	13,138,338
	3,748,439
	-71.47%

	Luxembourg
	8,282
	310,303
	2,639,431
	750.6%

	Finland
	3,346,293
	3,115,444
	1,873,651
	-39.86%

	Turkey
	1,232,194
	3,828,030
	1,854,098
	-51.57%

	Austria
	3,306,931
	2,452,936
	1,752,822
	-28.54%

	Malaysia
	1,007,929
	1,578,682
	1,437,665
	-8.93%

	Norway
	1,493,585
	1,603,307
	1,310,918
	-18.24%

	Peru
	2,371,259
	2,946,502
	775,794
	-73.67%

	Indonesia
	1,901,788
	1,463,210
	650,213
	-55.56%

	Greece
	618,657
	1,493,838
	365,283
	-75.55%

	South Africa
	458,501
	336,493
	328,024
	-2.52%

	Philippines
	380,801
	169,602
	232,453
	37.06%

	Ireland
	1,911,338
	792,160
	179,317
	-77.36%

	Sri Lanka
	0
	0
	17,168
	

	Iceland
	0
	5,722
	0
	-100%


NOTES: (1) The government of the Russian Federation does not report fish exports.  (2) The government of the Russian Federation exported approximately US$150 million in oil products to the Republic of Cuba in 2002 as compensation for the closure of an intelligence gathering operations located at Lourdes, Republic of Cuba; the oil exports were not reported by the government of the Russian Federation.  (3) The government of Venezuela does not report the value of oil exports; approximately 90% of exports from Venezuela to the Republic of Cuba consist of oil products and oil-related products- 2002 (approximately US$600 million; decrease primarily due to lack of payment); 2001 (US$951,503,000.00); 2000 (US$898,393,000.00).

	Reporting Countries Import Statistics (Partner Country: Cuba)

	Commodity: Total, All Commodity Chapters

	Reporting Country
	U.S. Dollars
	% Change

	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2002/2001

	Total
	US$1,225,188,662
	US$1,268,644,198
	US$1,074,362,103
	-15.31%

	Russia
	304,174,919
	424,595,132
	287,516,771
	-32.28%

	Canada
	275,191,043
	234,153,639
	207,329,493
	-11.46%

	Spain
	131,003,605
	119,177,903
	151,960,013
	27.51%

	China
	85,540,262
	114,048,665
	115,672,397
	1.42%

	Netherlands
	109,944,544
	112,814,687
	68,009,616
	-39.72%

	France
	31,395,707
	35,451,902
	41,868,119
	18.1%

	Japan
	38,288,235
	37,401,793
	28,073,604
	-24.94%

	Mexico
	27,980,265
	25,668,894
	24,289,486
	-5.37%

	Switzerland
	17,670,520
	18,497,195
	19,444,797
	5.12%

	Portugal
	17,765,901
	18,088,941
	18,634,122
	3.01%

	Germany
	30,311,791
	18,000,595
	17,982,073
	-0.1%

	Italy
	26,573,427
	13,903,435
	14,725,207
	5.91%

	Brazil
	20,740,658
	10,602,864
	14,117,059
	33.14%

	United Kingdom
	22,007,468
	13,049,457
	11,975,706
	-8.23%

	Belgium
	18,215,173
	14,760,928
	10,001,794
	-32.24%

	Hong Kong
	13,253,600
	7,619,963
	8,393,614
	10.15%

	Australia
	3,550,984
	4,075,155
	5,065,945
	24.31%

	Venezuela
	4,812,360
	13,688,309
	4,729,245
	-65.45%

	Malaysia
	21,063
	197,719
	4,722,378
	2,288.42%

	Colombia
	18,194,031
	13,307,280
	3,791,480
	-71.51%

	India
	4,598,136
	4,984,396
	3,717,163
	-25.42%

	Taiwan
	4,094,046
	686,616
	2,215,487
	222.67%

	Austria
	1,630,034
	2,212,756
	1,374,000
	-37.91%

	Poland
	2,278,855
	1,931,356
	1,234,427
	-36.08%

	Argentina
	3,568,672
	3,327,149
	1,145,914
	-65.56%

	Chile
	660,730
	705,370
	1,011,116
	43.35%

	South Africa
	917,763
	1,015,579
	976,035
	-3.89%

	Denmark
	735,127
	803,315
	698,697
	-13.02%

	Thailand
	478,795
	737,269
	659,908
	-10.49%

	Sweden
	656,432
	510,733
	602,723
	18.01%

	New Zealand
	359,269
	518,173
	564,166
	8.88%

	Norway
	489,601
	484,927
	449,944
	-7.21%

	Finland
	5,995,063
	345,072
	349,104
	1.17%

	Peru
	537,857
	450,735
	336,432
	-25.36%

	United States (1)
	323,097
	5,565
	311,992
	5,506.33%

	Turkey
	174,451
	95,106
	162,136
	70.48%

	Greece
	319,280
	30,684
	155,371
	406.36%

	Ireland
	341,399
	174,659
	42,671
	-75.57%

	Iceland
	57,504
	27,850
	35,981
	29.19%

	Luxembourg
	9,122
	28,771
	15,915
	-44.68%

	Philippines
	160,483
	130,270
	0
	-100%

	Sri Lanka
	167,390
	75,496
	0
	-100%

	Indonesia
	0
	257,895
	0
	-100%


	NOTE: (1)- 2002 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2002

	8524320000
	Discs For Laser Reading Systems, Reprod Sound Only
	Miami, Florida
	US$4,984.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, Drawing And Pastels Exc Of Heading 4906
	New York, New York
	US$22,500.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, Drawing And Pastels Exc Of Heading 4906
	Miami, Florida
	US$61,600.00

	9801001097
	Products Of U.S. Returned After Being Export, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	US$30,896.00

	9801001097
	Products Of U.S. Returned After Being Export, NESO
	Mobile, Alabama
	US$192,012.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$311,992.00


SOME MASTERCARD AND VISA CREDIT CARDS ISSUED IN U.K. NOT VALID IN CUBA- Reportedly, more than 20% of Visa credit cards and MasterCard credit cards valid for use in the United Kingdom are not valid for use in the Republic of Cuba.  United Kingdom nationals who use Visa credit cards and MasterCard credit cards issued by HFC Bank plc (a subsidiary of Prospect Heights, Illinois-based Household International, Inc. (2002 assets exceeded US$10 billion), including Windsor, United Kingdom-based Marbles plc (a subsidiary of HFC Bank plc) have received letters informing that the credit cards are not valid in the Republic of Cuba as the credit cards are issued by subsidiaries of United States-based Household International Inc.  

	MasterCard and Visa credit cards issued through London, United Kingdom-based Capital One Bank (Europe) plc, a subsidiary of McLean, Virginia-based Capital One Financial Corporation (2002 assets exceeded US$5 billion), are reportedly not valid for use in the Republic of Cuba.

	MasterCard and Visa credit cards issued through London, United Kingdom-based Abbey National plc (2002 assets approximately US$260 billion) and Leicester, United Kingdom-based Alliance & Leicester plc, are reportedly not valid in the Republic of Cuba as the processing is outsourced through Chester, United Kingdom-based MBNA Europe Bank Limited, a subsidiary of Wilmington, Delaware-based MBNA Corporation (2002 assets managed exceeded US$50 billion), which reportedly has 14% of the credit card market in the United Kingdom.  MBNA Corporation issues affinity credit cards to more than 5,100 membership organizations, corporations, sports teams, and financial institutions worldwide, of which approximately 900 are located in the United Kingdom.  


The Ministry of Tourism of the Republic of Cuba reported that 95,424 United Kingdom nationals visited the Republic of Cuba in 2002, compared to 87,291 in 2001, and 90,972 in 2000.   

	The Visa credit card brand is owned by New York City, New York-based Visa International.  The MasterCard credit card brand is owned by New York City, New York-based MasterCard International. Credit cards currently valid for use within the Republic of Cuba are Visa credit cards, MasterCard credit cards, Tran$Card (issued by Toronto, Canada-based Tran$Card Canada Limited, and mainly used for family remittances), BFI Card (issued by Republic of Cuba government-operated Banco Financiero Internacional), CabalCard credit card (issued by Argentina-based Cabal S.A., and other credit cards with some connection to Visa and MasterCard. 


The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., permits individuals not subject to United States law to use Visa credit cards and MasterCard credit cards for transactions within the Republic of Cuba provided that the Visa credit cards and MasterCard credit cards are not issued/processed by United States-based financial institutions.  

	In May 2001, New York, New York-based Citigroup Inc. (2002 assets exceeded US$500 billion) agreed to purchase Grupo Financiero Banamex-Accival (“Banacci”), which owns Banco Nacional de Mexico (“Banamex”), the second-largest bank in Mexico, with 1,260 branches.  In May 2001, Republic of Cuba government-operated banks began to suspend their commercial relations with Mexico City, Mexico-based Grupo Financiero Banamex-Accival.  Republic of Cuba government-operated banks and Automatic Teller Machines (ATM) operated by Republic of Cuba-operated banks rejected transactions using Banamex-issued credit cards (Banamex, Visa, and MasterCard).

	In 1998, Citibank N.A. purchased Banco Confia, which has 196 branches with a combined approximately 120,000 accounts.  In May 2001, Citibank N.A. announced that Banco Confia branches would change their name to Banamex.

	In 1998, Citibank, N.A. purchased the 104-branch Buenos Aires, Argentina-based Banco Mayo Cooperativo, which issues Visa credit cards and MasterCard credit cards; but the credit cards are no longer valid for use within the Republic of Cuba.


HAVANA AND CUBA MENTIONED IN ARTICLE- An article published on 31 May 2003 by the Peoria, Illinois-based Peoria Journal Star newspaper mentioned both “Havana” and “Cuba” in relation to the expansion of Quincy, Illinois-based Neimann Foods.  While there is no connection to the Republic of Cuba, the article may provide the proverbial “food for thought.”

	Niemann Foods plans to buy IGAs

	HAVANA- A spokesman for Niemann Foods Inc. confirmed Friday that the company plans to purchase at least some of the Day & Palin IGA grocery stores in Mason and Fulton counties. 

	"There's been an agreement reached; however, no sale will be made until mid-July," said Joe Sistko, director of marketing for Quincy-based Niemann Foods.  Sistko declined to elaborate on details of the sale.  A spokeswoman for Day & Palin said the company has no comment on the sale.  Day & Palin IGA, locally owned by Fred Palin, has stores in Cuba, Farmington, Lewistown and Havana. 

	Terry Svob, Havana's economic development director, said Niemann Foods still plans to construct a new store at the Havana Business Park.  Niemann Foods plans to break ground soon on a 25,000-square-foot County Market grocery store in the park. 

	Gene Oney, who owns Oney's grocery store in Havana, has been vocally opposed to city's decision to add infrastructure to the business park where the County Market will be.  Contacted Friday about the purchase of the stores, Oney said, "We really don't know at this time what they're (planning to do) in Havana."  He declined to comment further.  A full-service grocery store, the County Market will offer meat, produce and other groceries.  It will be the largest grocery store in Havana.


VETERINARIANS FROM CUBA TO ARRIVE IN U.S. TO INSPECT LIVESTOCK- Dr. Paulino Santos-Montero (Veterinary Medical Officer) and Mr. Vladimir Martinez-Martinez (Cattle Specialist/Selector) from the Republic of Cuba are scheduled to visit the United States for forty-five days, from 8 June 2003 to 22 July 2003 to inspect animal the livestock (cows, cattle, bison) in ten states.  The Consular Division of the United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., has issued visas valid for forty-five days.  

	United States Travel Schedule

	Date
	Location

	8 June 2003 to 10 June 2003
	Florida (arrival)

	11 June 2003 to 14 June 2003
	Maine

	15 June 2003 to 1 July 2003
	Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Nebraska, Illinois, South Dakota

	2 July 2003 to 6 July 2003
	New York

	7 July 2003 to 14 July 2003
	Pennsylvania

	15 July 2003 to 21 July 2003
	Florida or Pennsylvania

	22 July 2003
	Florida (departure)


Four United States-based companies have contracted with Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), for the export of approximately 435 animals sourced from ten states:   

	The livestock is to be sourced from Illinois, Iowa, Maine, Minnesota, Nebraska, New York, Pennsylvania, New York, South Dakota, and Wisconsin.


The livestock are to be delivered to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose. 

	United States Companies Participating In The Second Export Of Livestock To Cuba

	Wilton, Connecticut-based Louis Dreyfus Corporation: 108 cattle (28 Holstein Heifers and 80 pregnant Jerseys) 

	St. Charles, Minnesota-based Kaehler’s Homedale Homes: 150 (bison, Holsteins, Heifers)

	Wayne, Maine-based Wauregan Farms and Exports: 28 Holstein Open Heifers (young calves), with a market value of approximately US$60,000.00.

	Naples, Florida-based J.P. Wright & Company: 140 (Holstein, Heifers)


The livestock will be transported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba from a) Port of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, which has a quarantine facility located in Middletown, Pennsylvania, managed by the State College, Pennsylvania-based Pennsylvania Holstein Association and certified by the Animal, Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C.; b) Port of Jacksonville, Florida, which has access to an APHIS-certified quarantine facility; the livestock would be transported in a specially-configured container vessel operated by Jacksonville, Florida-based Crowley Liner Services, a subsidiary of San Diego, California-based Crowley Maritime Corporation (2002 revenues approximately US$1.2 billion), which has a license from the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., and a license from the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., to transport products to the Republic of Cuba as authorized by the OFAC and BIS; c) Port Everglades, Florida, which has access to an APHIS-certified quarantine facility; the livestock would be transported in a livestock carrier vessel operated by Tampa, Florida-based A.R. Savage & Son, Inc., which has a license from the OFAC and BIS to transport products to the Republic of Cuba as authorized by the OFAC and BIS;

	A.R. Savage & Son, Inc., provided freight forwarding services to North brook, Illinois-based PCS Sales, Inc. (a subsidiary of Saskatchewan, Canada-based Potash Corp. of Saskatchewan, Inc.; 2002 revenues US$2 billion), for a shipment of 3,150 metric tons of Decalcium Phosphate from Port Manatee, Florida, in January 2003; and has provided freight forwarding services for other agricultural commodities.  


or d) Gulfport, Mississippi-based Gulfport-Biloxi International Airport, which has access to an APHIS-certified quarantine facility; the livestock would be transported by air cargo.

	There is reportedly an effort by Florida-based interests to promote the use of Florida-based companies and Florida-based port facilities due to a perceived political value in the benefit of expanding product exports through the state of Florida to the Republic of Cuba, while diminishing the commercial value and political value of introducing product exports through the state of Pennsylvania to the Republic of Cuba.  Additionally, a Florida-based company involved in the livestock sourcing reportedly continues to adjust per unit prices to levels that approach break-even or are below-cost, with goals to a) incur political favor with Alimport at the expense of generally accepted commercial considerations and b) interfere with existing commercial relationships between Alimport and other United States-based companies.  According to one individual involved in the process, there needs to be a “harmonization of exporter interests.” 


In September 2002, Kaehler’s Homedale Farms coordinated the first commercial export of high quality breeding livestock from the United States to the Republic of Cuba since 1959.  The livestock was transported from Miami, Florida-based Miami International Airport to the Republic of Cuba by Panama City, Panama-based DHL Aero Expreso de Panama.

	Brussels, Belgium-based DHL International Ltd. (2002 revenues approximately US$6 billion), which is incorporated in Hamilton, Bermuda, is a subsidiary of Bonn, Germany-based government of Germany-operated Deutsche Post AG (2002 revenues exceeded US$25 billion).  


The livestock were delivered to the Republic of Cuba in conjunction with the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition to be held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana (Pabexpo) in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 through 30 September 2002, which included 923 representatives from 291 United States-based companies and state organizations.  Kaehler’s Homedale Farms focuses upon beef breeding stock, livestock exports, and corn, soybean, and hay production.  The feed for the livestock at the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition was provided by Decatur, Illinois-based Archer Daniels Midland Company (2002 revenues US$25 billion).  The composition of the livestock exported to the Republic of Cuba in September 2002:    

	Animal Type
	Weight
	Market Value
	Source
	State

	Shorthorn
Beef Bull
	800 pounds
	US$2,500.00
	Kaehler’s Homedale Farms
	St. Charles, Minnesota

	Simmental
Beef Heifer
	750 pounds
	US$2,000.00
	Kaehler’s Homedale Farms
	St. Charles, Minnesota

	Holstein
Dairy Heifer
	700 pounds
	US$2,000.00
	Sommertime Dairy
	Waseca, Minnesota

	Jersey
Dairy Heifer
	550 pounds
	US$2,000.00
	Rolling Green Jerseys
	Oakland, Minnesota

	Bison

Calves (2)
	300 pounds each
	US$500.00 each
	Robert Luger Farm
	Lindstrom, Minnesota
(North Dakota Farm Bureau)

	Pigs (2)
	275 pounds each
	US$400.00 each
	Storm Family Farms
	Dover, Minnesota

	Southdown Sheep Buck
	200 pounds
	US$600.00
	Bishop Family Southdowns (MB Genetics)
	Rio, Wisconsin

	Southdown Sheep Ewe
	175 pounds
	US$600.00
	Bishop Family Southdowns (MB Genetics)
	Rio, Wisconsin


NESTLE S.A. EXPANDS PRESENCE IN CUBA FROM WATER TO ICE CREAM- Vevey, Switzerland-based Nestle S.A. (2002 revenues approximately US$40 billion) has expanded is commercial presence in the Republic of Cuba to include the manufacture of ice cream (some ingredients for which will be sourced from Nestle S.A.).  According to a representative of Nestle S.A., “the goal is to create a brand” in the Republic of Cuba.  The joint venture, Coralac S.A., is 60% controlled by Nestle S.A. and 40% controlled by Republic of Cuba government-operated Coral S.A., under the auspice of the Ministry of Food Industries (MINAL) of the Republic of Cuba.  Coral S.A., established in 1996, is a subsidiary that includes sixteen joint venture food product manufacturing companies.  

	MINAL also has twelve Republic of Cuba government-operated companies that have production agreements with non-Republic of Cuba-based companies.  


Nestle S.A., which is represented within the Republic of Cuba by Silsa S.A. de C.V., provided US$7,888,000.00 in financing to Coralac S.A., which has seventy-two employees and annual production capacity of 12 million liters.  Reportedly, approximately 90% of revenues are expected to be in Pesos and approximately 10% of revenues are expected to be in U.S. Dollars.  Coralac S.A. has 1) contracts for the delivery of bulk ice cream to Republic of Cuba government-operated food service, Republic of Cuba government-operated Peso retail stores, and Republic of Cuba government-operated U.S. Dollar retail stores and 2) will market Nestle brand bulk ice cream, ice cream sticks, ice cream cups, ice cream cones.  Nestle S.A. brand exports to the Republic of Cuba include Nestle, Nescafe, and Carnation products; the company dominates the powdered chocolate and chocolate bar markets through products (primarily manufactured in Mexico) sold by Republic of Cuba government-operated U.S. Dollar retail stores.  

	A United States-based company, Springfield, Kentucky-based Bluegrass Dairy and Food, which has already sold whey powder and lactose, both products which may be used in the manufacture of ice cream, to the Republic of Cuba, could be an ingredient source for Coralac S.A.  Bluegrass Dairy and Food sold 160 metric tons of whey powder and lactose, valued at US$69,000.00, to Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  In 2003, Libertyville, Illinois-based Hoogwegt U.S., Inc., a subsidiary of Arnhem, The Netherlands-based Hoogwegt Groep B.V. (2002 revenues US$1 billion), purchased a minority interest in Bluegrass Dairy and Food.  Hoogwegt U.S., Inc., is now responsible for all marketing activities (including the Republic of Cuba), for Bluegrass Dairy and Food.  

	Glasgow Spray-Dry (a subsidiary of Bluegrass Dairy and Food) participated in the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana (Pabexpo) in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 through 30 September 2002, which included 923 representatives from 291 United States-based companies.  The U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition was organized by Westport, Connecticut-based PWN Exhibicon International LLC under a license from the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C.


According to the company: “Bluegrass Dairy and Food is a manufacturer and provider of ingredients - spray dried, dry blended and refrigerated- to the food industry. Examples of each category include: Spray Dried: Milk, Cream, Sour Cream, Butter, Cheese, Bakers Cheese, Non Dairy Creamers, Margarine, Shortening, Yogurt, Buttermilk, Cream Cheese, Whipped Topping Bases, Lemon, Orange, and Wine. Dry Blend: Milk Replacers, Custom Blending. Refrigerated: Cream, Condensed Skim Milk, Butter, Flavor Intensified Butter.  The facility is AIB audited, Grade A and Kosher. In addition to spray drying it is equipped for Evaporation, Cream Separation, Butter Churning, Homogenization and Liquid Blending.  Glasgow Spray-Dry, Inc., offers milk and milk products, both shelf stable dehydrated and refrigerated liquid.  In addition our plant has unique custom processing facilities including Spray Drying, Evaporation, Roller Drying, Dry Blending, Milling, Liquid Blending, Homogenization and Cream Separation.  Standard products include Sweet Whey, Acid Whey, High and Low Heat Nonfat Dry Milks, Whole Milk Powder, Cream Powder, Evaporated Milk, Liquid Cream.  Specialty products are custom processed such as Meat and Seafood flavors, Molasses Powder, Honey Powder, Caramel Color and Milk Replacers.  This plant has two tall form dryers, a V bottom box dryer and 2 roller dryers. It is AIB inspected, Grade A, and Kosher.”   
	Nestle S.A., through a subsidiary, Paris, France-based Perrier Vittel Group, participates in another joint venture, Los Portales, S.A., in the Republic of Cuba.  Los Portales S.A. bottles water and in 2000 commenced production of diet carbonated beverages under the Fiesta brand.  Previously, the only diet carbonated beverages available within the Republic of Cuba were Diet Coke produced by Atlanta, Georgia-based The Coca-Cola Company (2002 revenues US$18 billion) and Diet Pepsi produced by Purchase, New York-based PepsiCo, Inc. (2002 revenues US$20 billion).  Mr. Juan Miguel Vara, Director of the Los Portales bottling facility located in Pinar del Rio (162 kilometers east of the city of Havana), reported that said the facility commenced monthly production with 10,000 cases (twelve 1,500 millimeter plastic bottles per case) of Fiesta Diet Cola.  Los Portales S.A. total revenues (from its bottling facility in Pinar del Rio) from the sales of carbonated beverages and from bottled water in 2000 were projected to be approximately US$12 million, exclusively within the Republic of Cuba.  In 1999, Mr. Alain Sauvage (a citizen of France), president of Los Portales S.A., reported that its Ciego Montero brand water and its Lavissima brand water had 1) combined market share of 95% of the Republic of Cuba’s U.S. Dollar market (retail stores, restaurants, hotels, etc.) 2) combined gross sales of more than 20 million units and 3) combined gross revenues of US$18 million in 1998.  Los Portales S.A. also packages (bottles and cans) three beverage brands owned by Republic of Cuba government-operated Corporacion Cimex S.A.: Cachito brand, TropiCola brand, and Najita brand, which had combined U.S. Dollar market sales (Republic of Cuba government-operated retail stores, Republic of Cuba government-operated restaurants, Republic of Cuba government-operated hotels and non-Republic of Cuba government-operated hotels, etc.) of approximately 100 million units in 2002.  Mr. Sauvage reported that bottled water is being consumed primarily by non-Republic of Cuba nationals, while 84% of flavored carbonated beverages are consumed by Republic of Cuba nationals, with demand for flavored carbonated beverages increasing at an annual rate of one-half liter per person, or approximately 5.5 million liters nationally (the Republic of Cuba has a population of approximately 11.2 million).  

	Nestle S.A. reports that approximately 14% of its shareholders are individuals subject to United States law and that no individual shareholder located in any country owns more than 3% of the total share capital.  The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., authorizes companies subject to United States law to have non-controlling investments in third country companies that have commercial activities within the Republic of Cuba provided that the investments do not result in control in fact of the third country company and provided that a majority of the revenues of the third country company are not produced from commercial activities within the Republic of Cuba [OFAC 4 March 1994].     


Prior to 1959, Nestle S.A. managed a dairy product production facility located in Sancti Spiritus (354 kilometers east of the city of Havana).  The dairy products production facility was expropriated by the government of the Republic of Cuba after a revolution in 1959.

NEW ZEALAND REPORTS POWDER MILK EXPORTS TO CUBA- The government of New Zealand has reported that Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), purchased (with financing) the following quantities of dairy products:

	Product
	2002
	2001
	2000

	Whole Milk Powder
	16,745 tons
	10,864 tons
	3,044 tons

	Non-Fat Dry Milk
	6,346 tons
	10,167 tons
	-0-


United States-based companies have not exported whole milk powder or non-fat dry milk to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  Whole milk powder and non-fat dry milk sourced from the United States are not price competitive for the Republic of Cuba given lack of United States government price support mechanisms and lack of financing available to Alimport.  

USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 15 May 2003 to 22 May 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	15 May 2003 To 22 May 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat

(Hard Red Winter)
	56,000

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	84,200

metric tons
	127,300

metric tons
	115,000

metric tons

	Wheat

(Hard Red Spring)
	10,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Corn

(unmilled)
	99,500

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons
	208,800

metric tons
	100,900

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	-0-
	30,000

metric tons
	74,000

metric tons
	27,200

metric tons
	

	Soybean

Cake and Meal
	80,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	97,900

metric tons
	39,000

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons

	Soybean

Oil
	23,000

metric tons
	-0-
	44,600

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Rough
	10,000

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	25,200

metric tons
	

	Rice

Long Grain Milled
	5,000

metric tons
	5,000

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	25,200

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,600

running bales
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Totals
	283,500 metric tons;1,400 bales
	145,000

metric tons
	622,700 metric tons
	354,800

metric tons
	


MEMBER ADVISORY: TOURISM CONFERENCE SOLICITATION- United States-based companies are receiving solicitations from a Washington, D.C.-based consultant for a “U.S.-Cuba Travel Conference” to be held in Cancun, Mexico, in October 2003, including a “fully hosted” visit to the Republic of Cuba.  The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., has not licensed this event; a review has been requested to determine whether the event is subject to licensing- is the organization of and/or participation in an event that may provide value (or service) to a Republic of Cuba national constitute an activity that is prohibited unless licensed by the OFAC.  The value (or service) could be defined as marketing- public relations, lobbying, etc.  Reportedly, the United States Department of Justice in Washington, D.C., is reviewing whether the organizer of the event is subject to provisions (“agent of influence”) of the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938.  The United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., is reportedly reviewing whether the event is consistent with United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba.

	The organizer of the event has contacted United States-based companies that have exported agricultural products and food products to Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), through provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  

	The organizer of the event has referenced Alimport to extract participation, specifically financing (sponsorship), from these companies.  One company representative reported that the tactic is “extortion, which hopefully Alimport is not a party to; this guy is seeking to line his pockets at our expense... the last event he did in Cancun was clearly a political event- with Danny Glover [an actor] to which our participation was also ‘required.’  The Cubans need to stop tying business with politics and lobbying- especially after recent events in Cuba.” 

	Representatives of United States-based companies are advised to request an opinion from the OFAC prior to acceptance of an invitation to participate in any event in a third country organized by an individual subject to United States law where the event is specifically focused upon the Republic of Cuba.  Representatives of United States-based companies are advised to request an opinion from the OFAC prior to acceptance of an invitation to visit the Republic of Cuba on a “fully hosted” basis and not accept a law firm opinion in lieu of an opinion from the OFAC.


According to a Member of the United States Congress, “This is nuts.  Focusing on travel to Cuba as a constitutional issue is one thing, but promoting tourism to Cuba is another.  The timing of this event could not be worse.  The President clearly believes that revenues from U.S. tourists in Cuba will only maintain the political system in Cuba.  The word ‘tourism’ for the President and his advisors is like waving a red cape in front of a bull- especially relating to Florida, for both parties [Democrat and Republican].  These unhelpful references by some of my colleagues to ‘spring break’ and ‘wonderful beaches’ only focus attention on the fact that Cubans are not permitted to go to these ‘wonderful beaches,’ which has nothing to do with U.S. policy.  What are these people thinking?”
	In March 2003, the OFAC issued expanded regulations governing “fully hosted” travel to the Republic of Cuba by individuals subject to United States law.  The OFAC and United States Department of State confirm that the focus on “fully hosted” travel was principally a result of activities by a Washington, D.C.-based consultant (in conjunction with a Washington, D.C.-based law firm) who has provided, primarily through gatherings in Cancun, Mexico, “services in Cuba” that have not been licensed by the OFAC.  According to the OFAC, an individual subject to United States law who coordinates or participates in a “fully hosted” visit to the Republic of Cuba may be considered as providing a service to a Republic of Cuba national, a prohibited activity unless licensed by the OFAC.  

	The March 2003 expanded regulation: 5. Amend § 515.420 by revising the introductory text of paragraph (a) and adding a note to paragraph (a) to read as follows:  § 515.420 Fully-hosted travel to Cuba.  (a) A person subject to the jurisdiction of the United States will not be considered to violate the prohibition on engaging in travel-related transactions in which Cuba has an interest when all costs of, and all transactions related to, the travel of that person (the ‘‘fully-hosted’’ traveler) are covered or entered into by a person not subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, provided that:  Note to paragraph (a): The interpretation set forth in this paragraph applies only to a fully-hosted traveler’s travel-related transactions and not to other transactions in Cuba. For example, a fully-hosted traveler is still prohibited from providing services in Cuba to a third-country national.


Although “fully hosted” travel to the Republic of Cuba is authorized by the OFAC, there is a regulatory position by the OFAC that an individual subject to United States law having visited the Republic of Cuba on a “fully hosted” basis is presumed to be in violation of regulations administered by the OFAC.  The presumption of violation by the OFAC has often not been disclosed in marketing materials for “fully hosted” visits to the Republic of Cuba.  

	Previously, the OFAC viewed an individual subject to United States law having visited the Republic of Cuba on a “fully hosted” basis to be in compliance with OFAC regulations.


The United States Department of Homeland Security has increased enforcement of existing OFAC regulations (especially with respect to “fully hosted” travelers) at entry points throughout the United States and at pre-clearance entry point operations in other countries.  

UNITED STATES SENATE HEARING INCLUDES MENTION OF CUBA- On 20 May 2003, The Honorable Norman Coleman (R- Minnesota), Chairman of the Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere, Peace Corps and Narcotic Affairs of the Committee on Foreign Relations of the United States Senate, conducted a hearing, “The Future of U.S. Economic Relations in The Western Hemisphere.”  A witness mentioned the Republic of Cuba in a prepared statement.

	Mr. James McDonald, delivered a statement as chairman of Washington, D.C.-based Wheat Export Trade Education Committee and as chairman of Washington, D.C.-based U.S. Wheat Associates; and he represented the Washington, D.C.-based National Association of Wheat Growers.  The following are excerpts from the statement of Mr. McDonald:

	“The U.S. generally exports between 40% and 50% of our wheat production. In the Pacific Northwest, where I farm, the percentage is much higher.  As a trade-dependent commodity, therefore, our success or failure hinges on our ability to expand U.S. wheat export markets.”

	“Finally, to take full advantage of trading opportunities in the Americas, we need access to all of our neighboring markets. Congress must remove the Cuban sanctions.  While no one condones recent human rights violations by Fidel Castro, we strongly believe that opening travel, trade and dialogue creates the best opportunities for the Cuban people.”  

	“The existing barriers to trade and travel to Cuba should be removed.  Reconsideration should be given to Cuba’s inclusion in the FTAA [Free Trade Americas Agreement].”


USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 8 May 2003 to 15 May 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	8 May 2003 To 15 May 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago
	Next Marketing Year (Outstanding Sales- Second Year)

	Wheat (Hard Red Winter)
	56,000

metric tons
	25,000

metric tons
	84,200

metric tons
	127,300

metric tons
	115,000 metric tons

	Wheat (Hard Red Spring)
	10,000

metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Corn (unmilled)
	110,000

metric tons
	50,000

metric tons
	177,900

metric tons
	100,900

metric tons
	

	Soybeans
	20,000

metric tons
	30,000

metric tons
	58,400

metric tons
	27,200

metric tons
	

	Soybean Cake and Meal
	80,000

metric tons
	20,000

metric tons
	97,900

metric tons
	39,000

metric tons
	50,000 metric tons

	Soybean Oil
	23,000

metric tons
	-0-
	44,600

metric tons
	10,000

metric tons
	

	Rice- Long Grain Rough
	10,000

metric tons
	15,000

metric tons
	87,900

metric tons
	25,200

metric tons
	

	Rice- Long Grain Milled
	-0-
	5,000

metric tons
	25,300

metric tons
	25,200

metric tons
	

	Cotton

(1 1/16th and over) 
	1,400

running bales
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-
	

	Totals
	309,000 metric tons;1,400 bales
	145,000 metric tons
	576,200

metric tons
	354,800

metric tons
	


UNITED STATES PORTS REPORT EXPORT DATA FOR CUBA- United States-based port authorities have reported the following information relating product exports to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  Some ports have not provided information and some information is not complete for 2001 (December), 2002, and thus far in 2003.  

	Port Of Galveston, Texas

	Vessel Name and Flag
	LOA
	GRT
	Date In/Date Out
	Pounds lbs
	Long Tons

lbs/2240
	Short Tons

lbs/2000
	Metric Tons

lbs/2204.6
	Lay Dockage
	Farmland Dockage

	H.Ishamil capttanoglu (Tur)
	630.15
	22,953
	1/8/02-1/9/02
	66855349.12
	29,846.14
	33,427.67
	30,325.39
	-0-
	US$18,362

	Sety (Mlt)
	609.74
	26,046
	4/6/02-4/9/02
	60626500.48
	27,065.40
	30,313.25
	27,500.00
	-0-
	US$36,464

	Volcano (Mlt)
	626.31
	17,187
	4/16/02-4/18/02
	60626500.48
	27,065.40
	30,313.25
	27,500.00
	-0-
	US$13,750

	Ellispontos (Cyp)
	584.67
	19,004
	6/13/02-6/21/02
	58092469.12
	25,934.14
	29,046.23
	26,350.57
	US$3,041
	US$32,687

	Ikan Sepat (Sgp)
	590.28
	17,210
	8/25/02-9/3/02
	48501199.04
	21,652.32
	24,250.60
	22,000.00
	US$14,112
	US$18,501

	
	
	
	
	294,702,018.24
	131,563.40
	147,351.01
	133,675.96
	US$17,153
	US$119,764


The Port of Galveston reported receiving US$17,153.00 in Lay Dockage fees while the vessels were at the Port of Galveston; and reported receiving US$43,115.00 in shared dockage fees while the vessels were loading at the Grain Elevator.
	Port Of Freeport, Texas

	Year
	Product
	Quantity

	2003
	Rice
	11,311 short tons

	2002
	Rice
	12,407 short tons


	Port Of Houston, Texas

	Year
	Product
	Quantity
	U.S. Dollar Value

	2003
	Not Yet Available
	Not Yet Available
	Not Yet Available

	2002
	Hard Red Winter Wheat
	76,445 tons
	US$9.4 million

	2001
	None
	None 
	None


	Port Of Pascagoula, Mississippi

	Year
	Product
	Quantity

	2003
	Poultry
	27,554 short tons

	2002
	Poultry
	54,751 short tons

	2001
	Poultry
	2,887 short tons


	Port Of South Louisiana (Ama, Destrehan, Reserve, Peavy, Zennoh) 

	Year
	Product
	Quantity

	2003
	Edible Oils
	10,826 short tons

	
	Maize
	71,477 short tons

	
	Soybean
	5,413 short tons

	
	Soybean Meal
	51,275 short tons

	
	Wheat
	4,336 short tons

	
	
	Total 143,328 short tons

	
	
	

	2002
	Edible Oils
	22,756 short tons

	
	Maize
	125,101 short tons

	
	Rice
	24,116 short tons

	
	Soybean
	45,379 short tons

	
	Soybean Meal
	34,576 short tons

	
	
	Total 251,929 short tons

	
	
	

	2001 
	None
	None


	Port Of Mobile, Alabama

	Year
	Product
	Quantity
	U.S. Dollar Value

	2003
	Soybeans
	17,000 metric tons
	US$3 million


	Port Of Tampa, Florida

	Year
	Product
	Quantity

	2003
	Cacyanide Hypochlori
	2,090 metric tons


	Port Of Manatee, Florida

	Year
	Product
	Quantity

	2003
	Cacyanide Hypochlori
	3,150 metric tons


	Port Of Gulfport, Mississippi [NOTE: See Attached Statistics]

	Year
	Product
	Quantity

	2002
	Various
	25,024.80 million metric tons


COFACE GROUP OF FRANCE PROVIDES CREDIT DATA FOR CUBA- Paris, France-based Coface Group, through which Paris, France-based Coface S.A., manages export credit insurance on behalf of the government of France, has provided an analysis of the Republic of Cuba’s assets, weaknesses, and risk outlook relating to commercial transactions with Republic of Cuba-based entities. 

	Coface Group Reports On Cuba Assets, Weaknesses, Risk Outlook

	Assets: Vast natural (nickel, oil) and agricultural (sugar, tobacco) resources, fish stocks and tourism potential; Skilled manpower; Economic liberalisation partially offsets shortcomings of centralised economy.

	Weaknesses: With the economy dependent on a limited number of commodities, foreign trade remains highly vulnerable to world commodity price movements; Economic development hampered by economic centralization; Access to less costly foreign funding (in particular long-term) will remain restricted until payment of outstanding debt; Conflict with United States constitutes major stumbling-block to Cuba's integration into world trading community.

	Risk Assessment: Cuba's economy has been hit by the decline in tourism related to the events of September 11, but especially by low sugar prices. As the world's fourth largest sugar exporter, Cuba must cut half its production capacity in this sector, the island's leading employer.  Agricultural output also suffered from the havoc caused by the various hurricanes that struck the country.  Finally, growth plunged on the back of the slump in foreign investment underpinned by the uncertain business climate.  Despite the drop in exports and tourist revenues, the country's external account deficit has not widened thanks to the reduction in imports. However, the borrowing requirement continues to be covered mainly by short-term loans due to Cuba's limited access to other types of foreign funding.  The appalling shortage of foreign exchange has led the government to renew talks with the main creditor countries in an attempt to deal with the problem of medium and long-term outstanding debt.  Despite a visit by former President Carter in May 2002 and pressure from certain US companies, a substantial improvement in relations with the United-States is unlikely in the short term due to the international context and the new political configuration produced by the US mid-term elections held in November.  

	Country Rating: D (Speculative Grade).  The high risk profile of a country's economic and political environment will further worsen further a generally very bad payment record.  For guarantees managed by Coface S.A. on behalf of the government of France, the Republic of Cuba is “open only for short term guarantees and only with cash payment.”


	Rating For Countries In The Americas (alphabetical order by rating)

	Canada
	A1

	United States
	A2

	Chile
	A3

	Trinidad
	A3

	Dominican Republic
	A4

	Mexico
	A4

	Panama
	A4

	Colombia
	B

	Costa Rica
	B

	El Salvador
	B

	Guatemala
	B

	Peru
	B

	Bolivia
	C

	Brazil
	C

	Haiti
	C

	Honduras
	C

	Jamaica
	C

	Argentina
	D

	Cuba
	D

	Ecuador
	D

	Guyana
	D

	Nicaragua
	D

	Paraguay
	D

	Uruguay
	D

	Venezuela
	D


	Speculative Grade (alphabetical order)

	Albania
	D

	Argentina
	D

	Armenia
	D

	Belarus
	D

	Bosnia Herzegovina
	D

	Cambodia
	D

	Cuba
	D

	Central African Republic
	D

	Democratic Republic of Congo
	D

	Ecuador
	D

	Georgia
	D

	Ivory Coast
	D

	Kyrgyzstan
	D

	Laos
	D

	Macedonia (FYR)
	D

	Madagascar
	D

	Malawi
	D

	Moldova
	D

	Mongolia
	D

	Nepal
	D

	Nicaragua
	D

	Nigeria
	D

	Pakistan
	D

	Paraguay
	D

	Serbia-Montenegro
	D

	Turkmenistan
	D

	Ukraine
	D

	Uruguay
	D

	Uzbekistan
	D

	Venezuela
	D

	Zambia
	D

	Zimbabwe
	D


	The credit insurance provided by Coface S.A. to the government of the Republic of Cuba is generally secured by raw sugar revenues (which have declined) and nickel (not cobalt) revenues (which have improved).  


The government of France has provided the government of the Republic of Cuba with credit guarantees for the purchase of agricultural products (grains, poultry, etc.) and intermediate products (vehicles, machinery, etc.) valued at approximately US$175 million in 2001, US$180 million in 2000, US$200 million in 1999, US$185 million in 1998, and US$160 million in 1997.  Approximately 80% to 88% of the credit guarantees are for the purchase of agricultural products.  
	In 2002, 2001, 2000, and 1999, the government of the Republic of Cuba continually defaulted on payments, resulting in a suspension of export credit insurance provided by Coface S.A.  Recently, the government of the Republic of Cuba resumed making some payments, and the government of France, primarily through Coface S.A., authorized a resumption of credit upon receipt of payment for previously-issued credit.  


Traditionally, a significant portion of the value of the trade credits provided by the government of France to the government of the Republic of Cuba provided guarantees for a barter arrangement with France-based agricultural companies and France-based commodity trading companies, whereby these companies purchased agricultural commodities from their subsidiaries (or other France-based companies) which were then exported to the Republic of Cuba.  These companies would then market Republic of Cuba-produced raw sugar on the international market, using a portion of the proceeds to purchase agricultural commodities for the following year.  Given the chronic payment defaults by the government of the Republic of Cuba, lack of raw sugar, and concern as to the cross-collateralization of nickel and other assets, some France-based companies have refused to participate in the traditional payment model.

	The Coface Group

	“The Coface Group boasts more than fifty years' experience and an AA rating from international rating agency Fitch….  [C]ompanies have the option to outsource all or part of their trade receivables/payables management, while retaining full control over commercial decisions.”

	“The Group’s two core businesses are credit insurance (domestic and export) and credit management services (credit information, trade receivables ratings, management and recovery).  These products are part and parcel of Coface’s @rating Solution, which is available on an ad hoc basis via portals operated by the Group and its partners, or on a subscription basis via the @rating Pack or the Globalliance policy.” 

	“The Group’s three other activities are guarantee insurance, BtoB [Business to Business] marketing (in partnership with Kompass) and trade receivables financing based on factoring or securitisation (offered in partnership with financial institutions).  In France, the Group also manages export credit insurance on behalf of the State.”

	“Today, Coface’s services are used by 78,000 companies embracing every nationality, size and sector.  [Coface has] 56 offices and to the CreditAlliance and InfoAlliance networks….  Coface has access to top-drawer credit insurance and credit information specialists in 99 countries spanning the five continents.”


CHAIRMAN OF SAN DIEGO PADRES DISCUSSES POTENTIAL OF BASEBALL FRANCHISE IN CUBA- Mr. John Moores, Chairman of the San Diego, California-based San Diego Padres, a member of New York, New York-based Major League Baseball, Inc., was quoted having said the following during an interview: 

	“You have enough smart people there to figure out a way to get enough of a middle class to have baseball in Havana.  You’d like to see two Latin American franchises, maybe in Havana and Mexico City, in the next twenty years.”


121% INCREASE IN MARCH 2003 AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of March 2003 was US$18,269,124.00, of which US$17,508,552.00 was reported as agricultural products.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate) and Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd, among other products as “agricultural products,” although the United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate) and Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd as agricultural products.  The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council includes all food products and agricultural products in monthly and yearly data.


	Monthly  Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2002
	2003
	% Change
	2002
	2003
	% Change

	January
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68

	February
	US$13,731,785.00
	US$9,036,856.00
	-34.19
	US$23,655,706.00
	US$25,876,117.00
	+9.39

	March
	US$7,889,428.00
	US$17,508,552.00
	+121
	US$31,545,134.00
	US$44,213,092.00
	+40.15


	Monthly  Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2001
	2002
	% Change
	2001
	2002
	% Change

	December
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$8,315,934.00
	+92.55
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$138,634,784.00
	+3,109.95


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 was reported in December 2001.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, schools, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports To Cuba (2003-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	April 2003
	Not Yet Reported
	Not Yet Reported

	March 2003
	US$17,508,552.00
	38th (of 182)

	February 2003
	US$9,865,279.00
	49th (of 206) 

	January 2003
	US$16,839,261.00
	40th (of 197)

	               2003
	US$44,213,092.00 (January-March)
	42nd (of 211)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00 (January-December)
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00 (December)
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$187,166,782.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	March 2003
	Year-To-Date

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$849,972.00
	US$1,614,907.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$803,276.00
	US$3,957,957.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Tampa, FL
	US$12,000.00
	US$206,000.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$1,518,890.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Tampa, FL
	US$83,720.00
	US$83,720.00

	0207140090
	Chkn cuts/edbl offal (inc lvrs), frzn other
	Mobile, AL*
	US$58,253.00
	US$58,253.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Mobile, AL*
	US$30,660.00
	US$79,288.00

	0207270050
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, other
	Mobile, AL*
	US$3,321.00
	US$3,321.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl (incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$30,606.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$176,443.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$188,565.00

	0713322000
	Small red (adzuki) beans, except seed drd, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	US$31,000.00
	US$76,400.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	US$34,357.00
	US$69,512.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	US$33,000.00
	US$55,000.00

	0801110000
	Coconuts, desiccated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,080.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	US$132,502.00
	US$323,808.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$64,386.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$36,833.00

	1001902055
	Wheat and meslin, except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$857,507.00
	US$857,507.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 2 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$647,625.00
	US$1,865,625.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$4,073,886.00
	US$5,174,161.00

	1006100000
	Rice In The Husk (Paddy Or Rough)
	New Orleans, LA
	US$799,513.00
	US$3,117,526.00

	1006204020
	Rice, Long Grain, Husked (Brown)
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$3,990.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	Tampa, FL
	US$25,800.00
	US$61,262.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,572,031.00
	US$1,967,425.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$884,625.00

	1103110020
	Groats and meal of wheat, semolina
	Pembina, ND
	
	US$60,325.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	Mobile, AL*
	US$3,487,838.00
	US$3,487,838.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, whether or not broken, ex seed for sowing
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,230,065.00
	US$1,230,065.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$2,412,300.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Tampa, FL
	US$15,573.00
	US$43,387.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$7,343,760.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Miami, FL
	US$12,240.00
	US$12,240.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem modified
	Tampa, FL
	US$34,640.00
	US$103,924.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$62,700.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Miami, FL
	US$62,700.00
	US$62,700.00

	1601000090
	Sausages & similar prdts. Other than poultry, Othr
	Miami, FL
	US$31,500.00
	US$31,500.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$7,904.00

	1704100000
	Chewing gum, whether or not sugar coated
	Tampa, FL
	US$45,046.00
	US$45,046.00

	1901909085
	Food preps, wheat-flour soya blends
	Tampa, FL
	US$269,658.00
	US$269,658.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	US$41,321.00
	US$96,506.00

	1905909030
	Corn chips and similar crisp savory snack foods
	Tampa, FL
	US$7,182.00
	US$7,182.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$259,577.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Miami, FL
	US$14,289.00
	US$14,289.00

	2005400000
	Peas (pisum sativum) prep/prep nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	US$4,071.00
	US$4.071.00

	2005590000
	Beans, not shelled, prep/pres nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	US$2,624.00
	US$2,624.00

	2005800000
	Sweet corn, prepared/preserved nesoi, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	US$4,274.00
	US$4,274.00

	2005906550
	Prepared/preserved vegetables, not frozen
	Tampa, FL
	US$5,462.00
	US$5,462.00

	2008924000
	Mix of fruit, nuts, etc nesoi otherwise prep/pres
	Tampa, FL
	US$4,910.00
	US$4,910.00

	2103202000
	Tomato Ketchup
	Tampa, FL
	US$9,033.00
	US$9,033.00

	2103204000
	Tomato Sauces
	Mobile, AL
	US$67,523.00
	US$67,523.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$83,283.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Miami, FL
	US$34,646.00
	US$34,646.00

	2104100040 
	Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$22,632.00

	2106100000
	Protein concentrates & textured protein substances
	Tampa, FL
	
US$38,808.00
	US$38,808.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$60,719.00

	2106906592
	Food preparations, canned
	Mobile, AL*
	US$28,223.00
	US$28,223.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$12,312.00

	2202100060
	Waters incl mineral & aerated, swtnd/flavord nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$27,000.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,963,501.00
	US$4,908,895.00

	2835250000
	Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$805,791.00

	4818900000
	Bed sheets & simlr household/hospital art ppr
	Mobile, AL*
	US$291,393.00
	US$291,393.00

	7308300000
	Drs, wndws a frms a thrshlds fr drs, iron or steel
	Ogdensburg, NY
	US$60,000.00
	US$60,000.00

	8412809000
	Engines and motors
	Tampa, FL
	US$49,990.00
	US$49,990.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,895.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,140.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$61,350.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Mobile, AL*
	US$158,747.00
	US$158,747.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	San Juan, PR
	
	US$12,000.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Miami, FL
	US$245,442.00
	US$467,365.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$18,269,124.00
	US$45,302,077.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include

Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.


Export values do not necessarily include informational materials (books, magazines, music, entertainment programs, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, which are generally not required to be licensed by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce.

	2003 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2003

	4901990070
	Hardbound books
	San Juan, PR
	US$3,307.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	New York, NY
	US$40,000.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$6,916.00

	9801001097
	Products of U.S. returned after being export, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$33,336.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$83,559.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN MARCH 2003- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in March 2003 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2003

March Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of March 2003 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Corn (No. 2 and No. 3)
	US$4,721,513.00
	26.9%

	2
	Soybeans
	US$4,717,903.00
	26.9%

	3
	Soybean Oil Cake
	US$1,963,501.00
	11.2%

	4
	Poultry (Chicken)
	US$1,807,221.00
	10.3%

	5
	Rice (Semi/Wholly Milled)
	US$1,597,831.00
	9.1%

	6
	Wheat (Hard Red Winter)
	US$857,507.00
	4.8%

	7
	Rice (Paddy or Rough)
	US$799,513.00
	4.5%

	8
	Food Preps, Wheat-Flour Soya Blends
	US$269,658.00
	1.5%

	9
	Apples
	US$132,502.00
	.75%

	10
	Beans (Red, Navy, Black)
	US$98,357.00
	.56%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$16,965,506.00
	96.8%


USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 1 May 2003 to 8 May 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	1 May 2003 To 8 May 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago

	Wheat (Hard Red Winter)
	51,000 metric tons
	25,000 metric tons
	84,200 metric tons
	127,300 metric tons

	Wheat (Hard Red Spring)
	5,000 metric tons
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-

	Corn (unmilled)
	110,000 metric tons
	50,000 metric tons
	177,900 metric tons
	100,900 metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000 metric tons
	30,000 metric tons
	58,400 metric tons
	27,200 metric tons

	Soybean Cake and Meal
	80,000 metric tons
	20,000 metric tons
	97,900 metric tons
	39,000 metric tons

	Soybean Oil
	23,000 metric tons
	-0-
	44,600 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Rough
	10,000 metric tons
	15,000 metric tons
	87,900 metric tons
	25,200 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Milled
	-0-
	5,000 metric tons
	25,300 metric tons
	25,200 metric tons

	Cotton (1 1/16th and over) 
	1,400 running bales
	-0-
	-0-
	-0-

	Totals
	299,000 metric tons;1,400 bales
	145,000 metric tons
	576,200 metric tons
	354,800 metric tons


HARVEY-PRICE COTTON CO. OF NORTH CAROLINA REPORTS FIRST EXPORT OF COTTON TO CUBA- Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), has purchased 1,400 running bales (700,000 pounds) of Upland Raw Cotton (1 1/16th inches and over; Class 1401) from two United States-based companies under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  The cotton will be transported to the Republic of Cuba by container vessel; the cotton will be transported in fifteen 40-foot containers (approximately 87 bales of cotton per container).

	1,180 running bales (550,000 pounds) of SLM 1 3/32 inches, valued at US$292,325.00, for export (two containers per month) to the Republic of Cuba during the period June 2003 through December 2003, from Kinston, North Carolina-based Harvey-Price Cotton Company LLC. 

	220 running bales from an unidentified United States-based company.


FIRST EXPORT OF HARD RED SPRING WHEAT TO CUBA- Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), has purchased 5,000 metric tons of Hard Red Spring Wheat, valued at approximately US$840,000.00, from an unidentified United States-based company under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  During the period December 2001 through April 2003, Alimport purchased Hard Red Winter Wheat.

PORT OF ROUEN, FRANCE, REPORTS SUBSTANTIAL DECREASES IN CARGO TO CUBA- The Port of Rouen, France, which is a primary transit point for exports from France to the Republic of Cuba, reported that exports (metric tons) to the Republic of Cuba declined by 63% in 2002 compared to 2001, due to a suspension of credit guarantees by the government of France and due to the increased purchase (on a cash basis) of agricultural products and food products from United States-based companies.  The total U.S. Dollar value of agricultural product and food product exports from France to the Republic of Cuba in 2002 decreased 39.3% compared to 2001; and the U.S. Dollar value for all exports from France to the Republic of Cuba in 2002 decreased 15.2% compared to 2001.    

	The credit guarantees are generally secured by Republic of Cuba raw sugar revenues (which declined in 2003, 2002, 2001, and 2000) and Republic of Cuba nickel plus cobalt revenues (which have improved).  


The government of France has provided the government of the Republic of Cuba with credit guarantees for the purchase of agricultural products (grains, poultry, etc.) and intermediate products (vehicles, machinery, etc.).  The government of France provided the government of the Republic of Cuba with credit guarantees valued at US$175 million in 2001, US$180 million in 2000, US$200 million in 1999, US$185 million in 1998, and US$160 million in 1997.  Approximately 80% to 88% of the credit guarantees are for the purchase of agricultural products.  

	In 2002, 2001, 2000, and 1999, the government of the Republic of Cuba continually defaulted on credit payments, resulting in a suspension of exports from France.  Recently, the government of the Republic of Cuba resumed making some payments, and the government of France, primarily through government of France-operated, Paris, France-based COFACE S.A. (export insurance agency), authorized a resumption of credit upon receipt of payment for previously-issued credit.  

	Traditionally, a significant portion of the value of the trade credits provided by the government of France to the government of the Republic of Cuba provided guarantees for a barter arrangement with France-based agricultural companies and France-based commodity trading companies, whereby these companies purchased agricultural commodities from their subsidiaries (or other France-based companies) which were then exported to the Republic of Cuba.  These companies would then market Republic of Cuba-produced raw sugar on the international market, using a portion of the proceeds to purchase agricultural commodities for the following year.  Given the chronic payment defaults by the government of the Republic of Cuba, some France-based companies have refused to participate in the traditional payment model.


Product exports from the Port of Rouen to the Republic of Cuba during the period January 2003 through April 2003 (152,519 metric tons) have increased by 148% compared to the same periodin 2002 (61,277 metric tons); however, exports to the Republic of Cuba decreased by 65% during the period January 2002 through April 2002 (61,277 metric tons) compared to the same period in 2001 (179,432 metric tons).

	2003 (exports occurred only in the months shown) In Metric Tons

	Category
	Total
	April
	March
	February
	January

	Total 
	152,519
	47,047
	46,450
	34,022
	25,000

	Bulk Solids
	142,497
	47,047
	46,450
	24,000
	25,000

	   Bulk
	142,497
	47,047
	46,450
	24,000
	25,000

	   Cereals
	121,847
	47,047
	25,800
	24,000
	25,000

	   Proteagineux
	20,650
	
	20,650
	
	

	Other Products
	10,022
	
	
	10,022
	

	   Bagged
	10,022
	
	
	10,022
	

	        Flour 
	10,022
	
	
	10,022
	


	2002 (exports occurred only in the months shown) In Metric Tons

	Category
	Total
	December
	November
	July
	June
	May
	April
	February

	Total 
	204,209
	59,499
	10,022
	35,173
	26,211
	12,027
	12,027
	49,250

	Bulk Solids
	150,088
	49,477
	
	25,150
	26,211
	
	
	49,250

	   Bulk
	150,088
	49,477
	
	25,150
	26,211
	
	
	49,250

	   Cereals
	150,088
	49,477
	
	25,150
	26,211
	
	
	49,250

	Other Products
	54,121
	10,022
	10,022
	10,023
	
	12,027
	12,027
	

	  Bagged
	54,121
	10,022
	10,022
	10,022
	
	12,027
	12,027
	

	     Flour
	54,120
	10,022
	10,022
	10,022
	
	12,027
	12,027
	

	Miscellaneous
	1
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	

	Miscellaneous
	1
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	


	2001 (exports occurred only in the months shown) In Metric Tons

	Category
	Total
	Dec
	Nov
	Sept
	Aug
	Jul
	May
	Apr
	Mar
	Feb
	Jan

	Total 
	563,290
	64,527
	82,869
	64,528
	26,000
	55,038
	90,896
	38,034
	67,511
	25,280
	48,607

	Bulk Solids
	474,328
	52,500
	82,749
	50,500
	26,000
	42,950
	78,848
	24,001
	53,000
	25,280
	38,500

	   Bulk
	474,328
	52,500
	82,749
	50,500
	26,000
	42,950
	78,848
	24,001
	53,000
	25,280
	38,500

	   Cereals
	461,179
	52,500
	78,749
	50,500
	26,000
	39,950
	75,699
	24,001
	50,000
	25,280
	38,500

	   Malt
	13,149
	
	4,000
	
	
	3,000
	3,149
	
	3,000
	
	38,500

	Other Merchandise
	88,962
	12,027
	120
	14,028
	
	12,088
	12,048
	14,033
	14,511
	
	

	  Bagged
	88,906
	12,027
	100
	14,028
	
	12,088
	12,026
	14,031
	14,499
	
	10,107

	     Flour
	88,745
	12,027
	
	14,028
	
	12,027
	12,026
	14,031
	14,499
	
	10,107

	     Malt 
	56161
	
	100
	
	
	61
	
	
	
	
	10,107

	Miscellaneous
	56
	
	20
	
	
	
	22
	2
	12
	
	

	Miscellaneous
	56
	
	20
	
	
	
	22
	2
	12
	
	


The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture in Washington, D.C., and the government of France reported the following data for agricultural product and food product exports from France to the Republic of Cuba:

	2002
	2001
	2000
	1999

	US$74.3 million*
	US$108,729,004.00**
	US$129,220,664.00**
	US$134,302,429.00**

	*Approximate value and **FAS reported values


CUBANA DE AVIACON LEASES AIRBUS 330-200 AIRCRAFT AND BOEING 767-300ER AIRCRAFT- Republic of Cuba government-operated Cubana de Aviacion S.A. (Cubana) has reported that the company is leasing an Airbus 330-200 aircraft (371 seats and range of 5,716 miles) manufactured by Toulouse, France-based Airbus SAS from an unidentified company and wet leasing a Boeing 767-300ER (er: extended range) aircraft from Rome, Italy-based Panorama Airlines S.p.A. (established in 1998), which has an existing relationship with Cubana.  The Airbus 300-200 aircraft will commence service in May 2003 between the Republic of Cuba and Paris, France-based Charles de Gaulle International Airport.  The Boeing 767-300ER aircraft will service Rome, Italy.

	In March 2003, Airbus reported: “One major ingredient of Airbus' success in Latin America and the Caribbean has been the popular A320 Family. Carriers such as ACES of Colombia, Air Jamaica, Cubana de Aviacion, Grupo TACA, LACSA of Costa Rica, LanChile, LanPeru, Mexicana de Aviacion, TACA Peru and TAM of Brazil operate some 145 aircraft. More than a hundred additional aircraft are scheduled for delivery in the years to come, with these and other carriers.”

	Cubana has a “wet lease” (the aircraft is flown using a non-Cubana crew) for Airbus-320 aircraft from San Salvador, El Salvador-based Grupo Taca (TACA International of El Salvador, TACA de Honduras, Aviateca of Guatemala, LACSA of Costa Rica, COPA of Panama, and NICA of Nicaragua).  The A-320 aircraft, manufactured in 2000, is being used on Cubana Airlines routings to Canada and to Mexico.  Mr. Manuel Espinosa, Vice President of operations for Cubana de Aviacion S.A., reported that the “wet lease” is for five years and is the basis for additional cooperation between Cubana and Grupo Taca.  

	Blagnac Cedex, France-based Avions de Transport Regional (ATR) G.I.E. reported that Revolutionary Armed Forces of the Republic of Cuba-operated Aerogaviota (a subsidiary of Revolutionary Armed Forces of the Republic of Cuba-operated Gaviota S.A.) operates four ATR 42-500 aircraft; and that Cubana operates ATR 42-300 aircraft.


On 23 November 2000, the Ottawa, Canada-based Canadian Transportation Agency issued Decision No. 737-A-2000 with respect to Cubana and Blue Panorama Airlines S.p.A.:

	APPLICATION by Cubana de Aviacion S.A. (hereinafter Cubana), on behalf of itself and Blue Panorama Airlines SPA (hereinafter Blue Panorama), for an approval pursuant to section 60 of the Canada Transportation Act, S.C., 1996, c. 10, and section 8.2 of the Air Transportation Regulations, SOR/88-58, as amended, to permit Cubana, while providing its scheduled international service between Canada and Cuba, to operate flights using aircraft and flight crew belonging to Blue Panorama.  File No. M4835-C16-2.  Docket No. 001097AG.

	Cubana, on behalf of itself and Blue Panorama, has applied to the Canadian Transportation Agency (hereinafter the Agency) for the approval set out in the title. The application was received on November 14, 2000.  Under License No. 975160, Cubana is authorized to operate a scheduled international service between Canada and Cuba in accordance with the Air Transport Agreement between the Government of Canada and the Government of the Republic of Cuba signed on February 12, 1998.

	With respect to the application of subsection 8.2(2) of the ATR, which requires filing an application 45 days before the first flight, the Agency has considered the request and is of the opinion that compliance by Cubana and Blue Panorama with subsection 8.2(2) of the ATR is impractical in this case. Accordingly, the Agency, pursuant to paragraph 80(1)(c) of the Canada Transportation Act (hereinafter the CTA), hereby orders that Cubana and Blue Panorama be exempt from the application of subsection 8.2(2) of the ATR.

	The Agency has reviewed and considered the application and the material filed in support thereof and is satisfied that it meets the remaining requirements set out in section 8.2 of the ATR.  Accordingly, the Agency, pursuant to paragraph 60(1)(b) of the CTA and section 8.2 of the ATR, hereby approves the use by Cubana of aircraft and flight crew belonging to Blue Panorama, and the provision by Blue Panorama of such aircraft and flight crew to Cubana, in order to permit Cubana, while providing its scheduled international service (excluding all-cargo international services) between Canada and Cuba, to operate flights using aircraft and flight crew belonging to Blue Panorama, from November 23, 2000 to February 28, 2001, subject to the following conditions: 

	The air services shall be operated under Cubana’s scheduled international license (License No. 975160).  Commercial control of the flights shall be maintained by Cubana.  All tickets, including boarding passes, shall clearly indicate that the service is provided by Cubana.  Operational control of the flights shall be maintained by Blue Panorama which shall receive payment based on the rental of aircraft and crew and not on the basis of the volume of traffic carried.  Cubana shall apply its published tariffs, on file with the Agency and in effect, to the carriage of its traffic.  In particular, nothing in any commercial agreement between the air carriers relating to limits of liability shall diminish the rights of passengers as stated in such tariffs. The air services approved herein shall only be provided as long as the Aircraft Wet Lease Agreement of November 7, 2000 providing for such services remains in effect.  

	Cubana and Blue Panorama are reminded of the continuing requirement to comply with sections 8.2 and 8.5 of the ATR.  The approval granted herein does not exempt Cubana and Blue Panorama from the requirements of other legislative acts or regulations, including those of Transport Canada.


Cubana has code-sharing agreements with other airlines, including Republic of Cuba government-operated AeroCaribbean S.A., and signing cooperation agreements with other airlines, including Milan, Italy-based Air Europe.

AIRCRAFT LANDING FEES FOR CUBA- Republic of Cuba government-operated Instituto de Aeronautica Civil de Cuba (IACC) and Republic of Cuba government-operated Corporacion de la Aviacion Civil S.A. (CASCA), have provided the following information, valid as of 13 January 2003, regarding aircraft landing fees and air navigation service rates.  United States-based air carriers and non-United States-based air carriers report that the Republic of Cuba has some of the highest landing fees for airports of similar size.  A landing fee at an airport in the United States is generally based upon the gross takeoff weight of the aircraft, while in the Republic of Cuba the landing fee is based upon the gross weight of the aircraft.  For passenger aircraft, the landing fee in the Republic of Cuba is based upon the number of passengers on the aircraft, not the gross takeoff weight of the aircraft.  Landing fees in the Republic of Cuba can also vary depending upon the day of the week and whether an air carrier has more than one flight arriving at the airport each day.

	Airport
	Charge Per Metric Ton Of Aircraft

	Jose Marti International Airport
	US$5.99

	Juan G. Gomez International Airport
	US$5.99

	Jardines Del Rey
	US$5.99 (plus US$1.15 for parking, if required)

	Antonio Maceo International Airport
	US$5.46

	Ignacio Agramonte International Airport
	US$5.46

	Frank Pais International Airport
	US$5.46

	Vilo Acuan International Airport
	US$3.99

	Sierra Maestra International
	US$3.99

	Other airports
	US$2.10


	Metric Tons
	Rates Over Cuban Territory
	Oceanic Rate Inside Havana FIR/CTA

	To 15,000
	US$70.32
	US$58.59

	15,001 to 30,000
	US$113.73
	US$94.70

	30,001 to 70,000
	US$144.68
	US$120.61

	70,001 to 100,000
	US$186.04
	US$156.51

	100,001 to 200,000
	US$237.71
	US$198.08

	More Than 200,001
	US$382.60
	US$318.85


Fixed charges will be applied to the aircraft inside the Republic of Cuba FIR/CTA for Landing and Takeoff from one of its airports and traveling up to 500 kilometers.  Charges will be increased by 20% if the distance traveled is more than 500 kilometers.  The established rates:

	Metric Tons
	Rates Over Cuban Territory

	To 15,000
	US$68.90

	15,001 to 30,000
	US$81.29

	30,001 to 70,000
	US$152.95

	70,001 to 100,000
	US$254.89

	100,001 to 200,000
	US$275.60

	More Than 200,001
	US$305.91


COMPANIES IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO SEEK TO EXPAND COMMERCE WITH CUBA- The Port of Spain, Trinidad-based Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers Association (TTMA) reported that the Republic of Cuba government-operated Chamber of Commerce of the Republic of Cuba has authorized the creation and operation of the Havana, Republic of Cuba-based Trinidad and Tobago Trading Company which will be licensed by the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba to directly import products from Trinidad and Tobago-based companies.  On 25 June 2003, Port of Spain, Trinidad-based BWIA will commence twice-weekly service airline from Port of Spain to the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba.
	Exports from Trinidad and Tobago to the Republic of Cuba in 2002 were US$13.1 million, compared to US$13.6 million in 2001; imports from the Republic of Cuba in 2002 were approximately US$1.4 million.  Ammonia accounted for US$11.8 million in exports to the Republic of Cuba in 2001.  Trinidad and Tobago is considering a plan to use vessels to transport LNG (liquefied natural gas) to the Republic of Cuba.


HABANOS S.A. APPOINTS NEW CO-PRESIDENT- Mr. Fernando Dominguez Valdes-Hevia, a national of Spain, has been appointed co-president of Havana, Republic of Cuba-based Habanos S.A., the exclusive worldwide distributor for Republic of Cuba-produced cigar products and some cigarette products.  Mr. Dominguez replaces Mr. Jaime Garcia-Andrade Manso.  The other co-president of Habanos S.A. is Mr. Oscar Basulto, president of Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana del Tabaco S.A. (TabaCuba).
	Corporacion Habanos S.A. is a 50%-50% joint venture owned by Madrid, Spain-based Altadis S.A. (Alliance Tabac Distribution) and TabaCuba.


DHL REPORTS DECREASE IN PACKAGE SHIPMENTS TO/FROM CUBA IN 2002- Brussels, Belgium-based DHL International Ltd. (2002 revenues approximately US$6 billion), which is incorporated in Hamilton, Bermuda, is a subsidiary of Bonn, Germany-based government of Germany-operated Deutsche Post AG (2002 revenues exceeded US$25 billion).  DHL International Ltd. reported that global package shipments to/from the Republic of Cuba decreased by 3.6% in 2002 compared with 2001.  Global package shipments increased by 10.1% in 2001 compared with 2000.  

	Shipments
	2002
	2001
	2000
	1999
	1998
	1997
	1996

	Inbound
	89,792
	94,997
	84,806
	83,843
	76,900
	64,219
	53,704

	Outbound
	49,764
	49,916
	46,773
	44,894
	41,894
	36,928
	31,441

	Total
	139,556
	144,913
	131,579
	128,737
	118,794
	101,147
	85,145


DHL International Limited commenced operations within the Republic of Cuba in 1990.  DHL International Ltd. headquarters for Republic of Cuba operations is in the city of Havana and the company has offices in the city of Santiago de Cuba (860 kilometers east of Havana), resort area of Varadero (140 kilometers east of Havana), city of Villa Clara (east of Havana), city of Camaguey (east of Havana), and city of Holguin (east of Havana).  DHL International Ltd. has approximately fifty employees in the Republic of Cuba and a fleet of approximately twenty vehicles.  Panama City, Panama-based Republic of Cuba government-operated Utisa (under the auspice of the Ministry of Information and Communications of the Republic of Cuba), a subsidiary of Republic of Cuba government-operated Cutisa (under the auspice of the Ministry of Information and Communications of the Republic of Cuba) is the representative of DHL International Ltd. within the Republic of Cuba.  
	An affiliated company of DHL International Ltd., Chicago, Illinois-based DHL Airways Inc., has authorization from the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., to provide delivery services between the United States and the Republic of Cuba.  The delivery services are limited to 2-pound packages (maximum weight per shipment is 110 pounds and the maximum package size is 35" x 35" x 35") containing documents, brochures, videotapes, compact discs, etc.  

	Packages are transported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba through Mexico City, Mexico, where the packages are transferred from the operational control of DHL Airways Inc. to the operational control of DHL International Limited.  The packages are then sent by commercial aircraft (Mexico City, Mexico-based Aeromexico and Mexico City, Mexico Mexico-based Mexicana de Aviacion SA de CV) to the Republic of Cuba.  

	The cost of sending a two-pound package from the United States to the Republic of Cuba using DHL Airways Inc., is approximately US$99.00.  The cost of sending a one-pound package from the Republic of Cuba to the United States is approximately US$39.00.  The delivery time for packages sent from the United States to Havana, Republic of Cuba, is three days to four days.  The delivery time for packages sent from Havana, Republic of Cuba, to the United States is three days.    

	The Washington, D.C.-based United States Postal Service offers Global Express Guaranteed service from the United States to the Republic of Cuba through an agreement with DHL International Ltd.


Republic of Cuba government-operated Seguros Internacionales de Cuba S.A. (ESICUBA) has an agreement with DHL International Limited to insure packages sent by DHL International Ltd. from the Republic of Cuba to other countries.  
	Neither Atlanta, Georgia-based United Parcel Service of America, Inc. (2002 revenues exceeded US$30 billion) nor Memphis, Tennessee-based FedEx Corporation (2002 revenues exceeded US$21 billion) currently operate direct delivery services or indirect delivery services between the United States and the Republic of Cuba.


Dania, Florida-based Poco Pack, a subsidiary of Dania, Florida-based Gulfstream International Airlines (2002 revenues approximately US$100 million), currently transports approximately 10,000 pounds of cargo each week from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, including approximately 200 courier packages (one pound).  Poco Pack reports that courier package deliveries are increasing by approximately 15% per month.  A two-pound package costs US$50.00; cost for cargo ranges from US$.70 per pound to US$2.00 per pound.  The daily cargo service operates from the Miami, Florida-based Miami International Airport to cities within the Republic of Cuba.  A company representative seeking to send documents from New York City to the Republic of Cuba could send the documents to Poco Pack using standard overnight delivery services (approximately US$15.00) of FedEx Corporation, and the documents would arrive in the Republic of Cuba two days later.  Poco Pack has forwarding agreements with DHL Airways Inc., and with Seattle, Washington-based Airborne, Inc. (2002 revenues exceeded US$3 billion).  

	For additional information, please contact Mr. Raul Morales at telephone (305) 428-2828; facsimile (305) 459-0005; Internet: http://gulfstreamair.com

	Houston, Texas-based Continental Airlines (2002 revenues exceeded US$8 billion) has a 28% interest in Gulfstream International Airlines.  Gulfstream International Airlines has a Carrier Service Provider (CSP) license and a Travel Service Provider (TSP) license from the OFAC, which authorize the transportation of passengers and cargo between the United States and the Republic of Cuba and the provision of travel-related services for authorized travelers.


VIRGINIA COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE CANCELS VISIT TO CUBA- The Honorable Carlton Courter, Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services of the Commonwealth of Virginia, reported that he would not travel to the Republic of Cuba in June 2003 due to non-commercial-related events within the Republic of Cuba during the last thirty days.  Commissioner Courter reported that the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services would continue to interface representatives of Republic of Cuba-based entities with the goal of developing export opportunities for Virginia-based companies.  Virginia-based companies have exported apples to Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).  Salisbury, Maryland-based Perdue Farms (2002 revenues approximately US$2 billion), which has exported poultry to the Republic of Cuba, contracted to transport 20,000 metric tons of soybeans to the Republic of Cuba through the Norfolk International Terminals (NIT) at the Port of Virginia.  

	Decatur, Illinois-based Archer Daniels Midland Company (2002 revenues US$25 billion) has contracted to transport corn oil (three 40-foot containers) and soy oil (one 40-foot container) through NIT.  


NIT is the 13th facility in the United States to handle agricultural product exports to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  
	The Honorable Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. (R), Governor of the State of Maryland, requested that the Maryland Department of Agriculture and the Maryland Department of Business and Economic Development (EBED) cancel a 23 May 2003 to 28 May 2003 visit to the Republic of Cuba that was to have included a port call by the State of Maryland-owned clipper ship replica, Pride of Baltimore II.  The delegation was to have included representatives from ten Maryland-based companies.  According to Governor Ehrlich, “Maryland wishes to continue supporting federal trade policies in regard to Cuba, and at such time when the climate is better to resume agricultural trade with that nation, our Department of Agriculture is ready to assist Maryland companies in promoting their products.”  According to The Honorable Lewis R. Riley, Secretary of Agriculture of the State of Maryland, “While we are committed to expanding the market for Maryland’s agricultural products, Governor Ehrlich and I share the Bush Administration’s serious concerns about making this visit to Cuba at this time.”  

	The Honorable Thomas Vilsack (D), governor of the State of Iowa, postponed a visit to the Republic of Cuba at the invitation of Alimport.  According to Governor Vilsack, “I’m not going today, tomorrow, or until things improve dramatically for the people of Cuba.”


MONSTER.COM REMOVES EMPLOYMENT POSTINGS THAT INCLUDE POSITIONS IN CUBA- New York, New York-based TMP Worldwide Inc. removed all resumes and employment opportunity listings that included references to the Republic of Cuba.  TMP Worldwide Inc. reported that in 2002 there were fourteen employment opportunity postings on Monster.com that required the successful candidate to reside in the Republic of Cuba, compared to twenty employment opportunity postings thus far in 2003 that required the successful candidate to reside in the Republic of Cuba.  TMP Worldwide reported that the decision to remove any resume or employment opportunity listing that included reference to the Republic of Cuba was a result of an interpretation of regulations published by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., as the Republic of Cuba is one of seven countries under various sanctions by the United States government: Iran, Syria, Sudan, Myanmar, Republic of Cuba, Libya, and North Korea.    

	On 28 April 2003, TMP Worldwide Inc. reported that the company would revise the policy and would permit references to the Republic of Cuba in resumes; but the Republic of Cuba will remain unavailable as a location for an employment opportunity.

	TMP Worldwide Inc. reported that computer software used by the company for its Internet site does not now permit the company to include employment opportunity postings for media, which would be authorized by the OFAC for the Republic of Cuba.


OFAC ISSUES WEEKLY DATA ON CIVIL PENALTIES RELATING TO CUBA- On 4 April 2003, the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., commenced issuing weekly (Friday) reports on civil penalties relating to unauthorized transactions with certain countries.  The publication of the reports are the result of a lawsuit brought under the auspice of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).

	“The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the U.S. Department of the Treasury administers and enforces economic and trade sanctions based on US foreign policy and national security goals against targeted foreign countries, terrorists, international narcotics traffickers, and those engaged in activities related to the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. OFAC acts under Presidential wartime and national emergency powers, as well as authority granted by specific legislation, to impose controls on transactions and freeze foreign assets under US jurisdiction. Many of the sanctions are based on United Nations and other international mandates, are multilateral in scope, and involve close cooperation with allied governments.”

	“The following information is made available pursuant to Section 501.805, Part 501, Reporting and Procedures Regulations, Title 31, Code of Federal Regulations. OFAC publishes this information about civil penalties imposed and informal settlements on a weekly basis. If the publication falls on a holiday, or if required by an emergency, publication may be postponed to the following week. For further information about Section 501.805, see Federal Register, Volume 68, No. 28, February 11, 2003.”


At the request of United States-based companies, OFAC, has continued to implement changes to the format by which disclosures are published and to implement changes with respect to the information disclosed within the format.  For example, on 2 May 2003, the OFAC commenced providing details of the enforcement action, including the date of the alleged violation.  However, the OFAC has not yet implemented a format to include whether a penalty resulted from an inadvertent action or intentional action by a company.  The OFAC Civil Penalties Enforcement Information contains information about transactions from 1996; thus, the information should not be viewed as necessarily reflecting current transactions relating to the Republic of Cuba.  In addition, there are errors in the data- company names misspelled, incorrect location; incorrect violation reference.  [NOTE: The errors have been corrected in the attached information.]  The following information represents OFAC published weekly information since 4 April 2003:

	Violation Abbreviation
	Definition

	CTRT
	Currency travel-related transaction

	DR
	Dealing in Property

	E
	Export (Goods or Services)

	FFR
	Failure to File Report

	FT
	Funds Transfer

	F602
	Failure to Respond to .602 Request

	H
	Hearing

	I
	Import (Goods or Services)

	IS
	Informal Settlement

	K
	Contract in which Cuba has an interest

	LC
	Letter of Credit

	PS
	Provision of Services

	PTRS
	Provision of Travel-Related Services

	S
	Sales

	AE
	Attempted Export


	OFAC Civil Penalties Enforcement Information- Cuba

	Name
	Address
	Sanction 31 CFR Part, or Executive Order/Sanctions Program
	Description of Actual or Alleged Violation
	Voluntary Disclosure
	Amount
	Assessed (A) Settled (S)

	United Marine Ltd. and SG Global S.A.
	North Miami Beach, FL 33168
	Cuba
	1998 Contract with Cuban Entity for shipment of household goods
	
	US$6,200.00
	A

	Bank of the West
	Los Angeles, California 90017
	515
	E
	X
	US$72,220.00
	S

	Playboy Enterprises, Inc.
	Chicago, Illinois 60611
	515
	CTRT
	
	US$27,500.00
	S

	New York Yankees
	Bronx, New York 10451
	515
	K
	
	US$75,000.00
	S

	Ruffin Company
	Wichita, Kansas
	515
	K
	
	US$42,964.18
	S

	A.B.Y. Paralegal, Inc.
	Miami, Florida 33175
	515
	PTRS
	
	US$750.00
	S

	AAA Travel
	Helena, Montana 56904
	515
	PTRS
	
	US$500.00
	S

	Amazon.com
	Seattle, Washington  98108
	515
	PS
	
	US$1,985.00
	S

	Bancomer S.A.
	Los Angeles, California  90071
	515
	FT
	
	US$5,000.00
	S

	The Cargill Lumber Co.
	Minneapolis, Minnesota  55440
	515
	FT
	
	US$2,000.00
	S

	Caterpillar, Inc.
	Peoria, Illinois  61629
	515
	E
	X
	US$18,000.00
	S

	Chevron/Texaco
	New York, New York  10043
	515,575
	DP,S
	X
	US$14,071.07
	S

	Dow Agrosciences, LLC
	Midland, Michigan  48641
	515
	K
	X
	US$20,000.00
	S

	ESPN, Inc.
	Bristol, Connecticut  06010
	515
	K
	
	US$39,050.86
	S

	Fleet Bank
	Boston, Massachusetts  02109
	560,515
	FT,E
	
	US$41,050.00
	S

	Metso Minerals, a/k/a/ Svedala Industries, Inc.
	Milwaukee, Wisconsin
	515
	CTRT
	X
	US$10,000.00
	S

	Northern Trust, IBC
	New York, New York  10040
	515,538,586
	FT
	
	US$18,027.00
	S

	Omega World Travel
	Fairfax, Virginia  22031
	515
	PTRS
	X
	US$1,000.00
	S

	Tacala, Inc.
	Birmingham, Alabama  35243
	515
	I
	
	US$1,235.00
	S

	Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.
	Bentonville, Arkansas  72716
	515
	DP
	
	US$50,000.00
	S

	Zim American Israeli Shipping Co, Inc.
	Miami, Florida  33132
	515
	DP/CTRT
	
	US$250,000.00
	S


	Selected Company Civil Penalty Explanations

	Bank of the West reported that the settlement was based on the voluntary disclosure to the OFAC that in 1997 a United States-based account holder had moved to the Republic of Cuba; and immediately upon discovering a transfer of funds, the account was blocked by Bank of the West.  In 2002, the OFAC requested a substantial penalty; the Bank of the West responded; in 2003 the OFAC accepted a reduced penalty.  

	Playboy Enterprises Inc. reported that the matter with the OFAC involved “artistic and journalistic activities in Cuba” relating to a pictorial published by the magazine in August 2002.  Playboy Enterprises Inc. disputed the request by the OFAC for a penalty.

	The New York Yankees reported that the penalty involved negotiations with four individuals of Cuban descent who were signed to contracts with the team.

	Amazon.com reported that approximately twenty transactions involving cigars manufactured in the Republic of Cuba were marketed through an Internet service operated by Amazon.com in 1999.  Amazon.com disputed the request by the OFAC for a penalty.

	Chevron Texaco reported that a subsidiary, Texaco Belize Ltd., sold motor oil to the Embassy of the Republic of Cuba located in Belize City, Belize.  The transaction was discovered by the company during an annual global compliance review, and then immediately shared with the OFAC.

	Caterpillar, Inc., reported that in 1999 a vessel originating in Europe delivered to the Republic of Cuba parts manufactured by the company, without knowledge of the company.  The transaction was immediately reported to the OFAC. 

	Cargill Inc. reported that the OFAC Civil Penalties Enforcement Information published on 4 April 2003 was incorrect.  The Cargill Lumber Co. is not affiliated with Cargill Inc. and the OFAC violation was not Republic of Cuba-related.  The Cargill Lumber Co. is independently owned by a member of the founding family of Cargill Inc.

	Tacala, Inc., “and its related companies now own and operate 140 Taco Bells, many of which are duel branded with KFC, Pizza Hut, and TCBY Yogurt, making it the largest Taco Bell operator in the country…”  A representative of the company reported that that penalty from the OFAC may have involved the purchase of cigars manufactured in the Republic of Cuba. 

	Dow Agrosciences LLC reported that in 1997 the company purchased a company in South Africa.  Unknown at the time, a vessel had already departed South Africa with products for the Republic of Cuba.  Dow Agrosciences LLC attempted to halt the vessel, but was unable to do so before the product was unloaded in the Republic of Cuba.  The company immediately disclosed the transaction to the OFAC. 

	Although unconfirmed by Ruffin Companies, the penalty from the OFAC may have involved the Nassau Marriott Resort & Crystal Palace Casino, which is managed by Marriott International, Inc. (2002 revenues US$20 billion), and is owned by Wichita, Kansas-based Ruffin Companies.  From 1997 through 1999, the Nassau Marriott Resort & Crystal Palace Casino located in Nassau, the Bahamas, featured a nightly one hour and forty-five minute joint performance offering a “musical review of Cuban culture and Bahamian culture” by 38 Republic of Cuba nationals and 22 Bahamian nationals.  The performance, taking place in the Rain Forest Theater, which has a capacity for 900 guests, was reportedly viewed by approximately 540 guests each evening.  The performance cost per person US$39.00 with a cocktail or US$59.00 with dinner.  Reportedly, the government of the Republic of Cuba earned US$577,000.00 between October 1997 and August 1998 from its share of the revenues from the performances.  The performances were expected to continue through October 1999.  Republic of Cuba-produced cigar brands are available for sale at the Nassau Marriott Resort & Crystal Palace Casino.  


USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 24 April 2003 to 1 May 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	24 April 2003 To 1 May 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago

	Wheat (Hard Red Winter)
	40,000 metric tons
	25,000 metric tons
	84,200 metric tons
	127,300 metric tons

	Corn (unmilled)
	95,000 metric tons
	50,000 metric tons
	177,900 metric tons
	100,900 metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000 metric tons
	30,000 metric tons
	58,400 metric tons
	27,200 metric tons

	Soybean Cake and Meal
	65,000 metric tons
	20,000 metric tons
	97,900 metric tons
	39,000 metric tons

	Soybean Oil
	15,000 metric tons
	-0-
	44,500 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Rough
	10,000 metric tons
	15,000 metric tons
	87,900 metric tons
	25,200 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Milled
	-0-
	5,000 metric tons
	25,300 metric tons
	25,200 metric tons

	Totals
	245,000 metric tons
	145,000 metric tons
	576,100 metric tons
	354,800 metric tons


U.S. COMPANIES PARTICIPATE IN “HEALTH FOR ALL” EXHIBITION IN CUBA- The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C, authorized the following companies to participate in the Republic of Cuba government-operated bi-annual “Health For All” exhibition in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 21 April 2003 to 25 April 2003.  According to Republic of Cuba government-operated MediCuba (an import-export company under the auspice of the Ministry of Public Health of the Republic of Cuba), contracts (primarily with the seller providing payment terms and/or financing) valued at approximately US$4 million were announced at “Health For All.” Morganton, North Carolina-based Mountain Medical Services reported that the OFAC issued a license to participate in “Health For All” approximately five weeks after the submission of an application.  Mountain Medical Services received a license from the OFAC in January 2003 for travel-related transactions in conjunction with marketing visits to the Republic of Cuba.

	Morganton, North Carolina-based Mountain Medical Services

	Birmingham, Alabama-based Nidek Medical Products

	Reading, Pennsylvania-based Arrow International Products

	Roswell, New Mexico-based Lap Surgical

	Knoxville, Tennessee-based Deroyal Industries


Products manufactured by St. Paul, Minnesota-based St. Jude Medical (2002 revenues exceeded US$2 billion) and Deerfield, Illinois-based Baxter International Inc. (2002 revenues exceeded US$8 billion) were also featured at “Health For All.” 

	In January 2000, Westport, Connecticut-based PWN Exhibicon International LLC organized and conducted the first U.S. Healthcare Exhibition, held at Pabexpo in the city of Havana, Cuba, which included 97 United States-based companies and 300 company representatives.  The U.S. Healthcare Exhibition was licensed by the OFAC.  More than 8,000 healthcare professionals from throughout the Republic of Cuba visited the U.S. Healthcare Exhibition, including physicians, hospital and clinic administrators, nurse practitioners, laboratory diagnosticians, and researchers.  The U.S. Healthcare Exhibition was held in cooperation with the Ministry of Public Health of the Republic of Cuba (MINSAP), the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), and MediCuba.


The Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992 re-authorized the direct export of healthcare products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, under licenses issued by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C.  United States-based companies have sold healthcare products to Republic of Cuba government-operated entities under provisions of the CDA.

GOVERNOR OF MARYLAND CANCELS DELEGATION VISIT TO CUBA- The Honorable Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. (R), Governor of the State of Maryland, requested that the Maryland Department of Agriculture and the Department of Business and Economic Development (EBED) cancel a 23 May 2003 to 28 May 2003 visit to the Republic of Cuba that was to have included a port call by the State of Maryland-owned clipper ship replica, Pride of Baltimore II.  The delegation was to have included representatives from ten Maryland-based companies.  

	According to Governor Ehrlich, “Maryland wishes to continue supporting federal trade policies in regard to Cuba, and at such time when the climate is better to resume agricultural trade with that nation, our Department of Agriculture is ready to assist Maryland companies in promoting their products.”

	According to The Honorable Lewis R. Riley, Secretary of Agriculture of the State of Maryland, “While we are committed to expanding the market for Maryland’s agricultural products, Governor Ehrlich and I share the Bush Administration’s serious concerns about making this visit to Cuba at this time.”


The Honorable Thomas Vilsack (D), governor of the State of Iowa, postponed a visit to the Republic of Cuba at the invitation of Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).  According to Governor Vilsack, “I’m not going today, tomorrow, or until things improve dramatically for the people of Cuba.”

SENATOR BAUCUS OF MONTANA INTRODUCES LEGISLATION TO AUTHORIZE TRAVEL TO CUBA- On 30 April 2003, The Honorable Max Baucus (D- Montana), a member of the United States Senate, introduced S. 950, the “Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act of 2003.”  Co-sponsors of the legislation include: The Honorable Byron Dorgan (D- North Dakota), The Honorable Mark Dayton (DFL- Minnesota), The Honorable Jeff Bingaman (D- New Mexico), The Honorable Lincoln Chafee (R- Rhode Island), The Honorable Larry Craig (R- Idaho), The Honorable Timothy Johnson (D- South Dakota), The Honorable Mike Enzi (R- Wyoming), and The Honorable Patty Murray (D- Washington).  S. 950 was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations of the United States Senate.

	To allow travel between the United States and Cuba.  Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.  This Act may be cited as the `Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act of 2003'.


SEC. 2. TRAVEL TO CUBA.


(a) FREEDOM OF TRAVEL FOR UNITED STATES CITIZENS AND LEGAL RESIDENTS- Subject to section 3, the President shall not regulate or prohibit, directly or indirectly, travel to or from Cuba by United States citizens or legal residents, or any of the transactions incident to such travel that are set forth in subsection (b).


(b) TRANSACTIONS INCIDENT TO TRAVEL- The transactions referred to in subsection (a) are-- (1) any transactions ordinarily incident to travel to or from Cuba, including the importation into Cuba or the United States of accompanied baggage for personal use only; (2) any transactions ordinarily incident to travel or maintenance within Cuba, including the payment of living expenses and the acquisition of goods or services for personal use; (3) any transactions ordinarily incident to the arrangement, promotion, or facilitation of travel to, from, or within Cuba; (4) any transactions incident to nonscheduled air, sea, or land voyages, except that this paragraph does not authorize the carriage of articles into Cuba or the United States except accompanied baggage; and (5) normal banking transactions incident to the activities described in the preceding provisions of this subsection, including the issuance, clearing, processing, or payment of checks, drafts, traveler's checks, credit or debit card instruments, or similar instruments.

SEC. 3. EXCEPTIONS.


(a) SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES- The restrictions on authority contained in section 2 do not apply in a case in which the United States is at war with Cuba, armed hostilities between the two countries are in progress, or there is imminent danger to the public health or the physical safety of United States travelers.


(b) IMPORTATION OF GOODS FOR PERSONAL CONSUMPTION- Section 2 does not authorize the importation into the United States of any goods for personal consumption acquired in Cuba.


SEC. 4. APPLICABILITY.


This Act applies to actions taken by the President before the date of the enactment of this Act that are in effect on such date of enactment, and to actions taken on or after such date.


SEC. 5. INAPPLICABILITY OF OTHER PROVISIONS.


This Act applies notwithstanding section 102(h) of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (22 U.S.C. 6032(h)) and section 910(b) of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7210(b)).


PER DIEM FOR LICENSED TRAVELERS TO CUBA REDUCED BY 1.2%- On 1 May 2003, the Office of Allowances within the Office of Operations of the Bureau of Administration of the Under Secretary of Management of the United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., decreased the Per Diem rate for individuals subject to United States law traveling to the Republic of Cuba.  Per Diem rates within the Republic of Cuba are based upon the Per Diem Rate For Foreign Areas issued by the United States Department of State.  Individuals subject to United States law traveling to the Republic of Cuba (with the exception of individuals subject to United States law traveling to the Republic of Cuba on a “fully hosted” basis) under the auspice of a specific license from the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., or a general license from the OFAC are authorized to spend up to US$164.00 per day for hotels, meals, ground transportation, etc. (the cost of telephone calls are exempt from the Per Diem).  The OFAC also generally authorizes the expenditure of “additional money for transactions directly related to the activities for which” a license was issued.  Individuals who are full-time journalists traveling to the Republic of Cuba under a general license from the OFAC are permitted to spend above the US$164.00 for expenses “incidental to journalist activities.”  Specific exemptions to the US$164.00 per day authorization can be requested from the OFAC.  “Fully hosted” travelers are not subject to spending limits while within the Republic of Cuba.

	A change in the Per Diem reflects an evaluation by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba (which represents the United States Department of State within the Republic of Cuba) that prices within the Republic of Cuba have changed.  

	Since June 1999, individuals subject to United States law traveling to the Republic of Cuba under a general license from the OFAC or a specific license from the OFAC have been permitted to spend at parity with representatives of the United States government traveling to the Republic of Cuba on official business.

	From 1985 through May 1999, individuals (non-employees of the United States government) subject to United States law traveling to the Republic of Cuba under a general license from the OFAC or a specific license from the OFAC were permitted to spend US$100.00 per day (no distinction with respect to lodging and meals).

	The United States Interests Section has negotiated discount hotel rates with five hotels in the city of Havana including 1) Republic of Cuba government-owned hotels managed by Republic of Cuba government-operated companies and 2) Republic of Cuba government-owned hotels managed by non-Republic of Cuba-based companies.  The discounted hotel rates are only for use by United States government personnel visiting the Republic of Cuba on official business.


The Per Diem rate generally reflects reduced discounted hotel rates obtained by the United States Interests Section for use by United States government personnel visiting the Republic of Cuba on official business, not the retail hotel rates generally paid by individuals subject to United States law traveling to the Republic of Cuba under the auspice of a general license from the OFAC or a specific license from the OFAC who are not United States government personnel.  The United States Department of State has thus far refused to recalibrate the Per Diem rate to reflect parity with retail hotel rates.  Expenditures within the Per Diem are not required to be divided as per the following categories:
  

	Effective Date
	Lodging
	Meals & Incidentals
	Total Per Diem
	% Change From

Previous Year

	1 May 2003 to Present
	US$90.00
	US$74.00
	US$164.00
	-1.2%

	1August 2002 to 30 April 2003
	US$85.00
	US$81.00
	US$166.00
	+5.1%

	1 July 2000 to 1 August 2002
	US$80.00
	US$78.00
	US$158.00
	-24%

	1 June 1999 to 1 July 2000
	US$113.00
	US$82.00
	US$195.00
	+6.16%

	1 December 1996 to 1 June 1999
	US$102.00
	US$81.00
	US$183.00
	+15.85%

	1 November 1995 to 1 December 1996
	US$90.00
	US$64.00
	US$154.00
	-0-


The following is the Per Diem values in effect since 1 July 1992 for travel to areas within the Republic of Cuba other than the city of Havana and the United States territory at Guantanamo Bay, Republic of Cuba.

	Effective Date
	Lodging
	Meals & Incidentals
	Total Per Diem
	% Change From Previous Year

	1 July 1992 to Present
	US$69.00
	US$56.00
	US$125.00
	-0-


Individuals subject to United States law traveling to the Republic of Cuba under the auspices of either an OFAC General License (excluding “fully hosted” travelers subject to United States law) or an OFAC Specific License may return from the Republic of Cuba to the United States with up to US$100.00 worth of Republic of Cuba-origin products (such as cigars, rum, tee-shirts, crafts, etc.) every six months for their personal use.  

	For cigars, the United States Customs Service permits up to 100 cigars, but the total value must not exceed US$100.00.  For example, if a traveler returns with 100 cigars which cost US$1.00 each, the traveler would not be permitted to bring any additional Republic of Cuba-origin products (such as rum, but not including informational materials such as books, newspapers, magazines, music products, and artwork) because the total value of imported Republic of Cuba-origin products would then exceed US$100.00.  If a traveler purchased 100 cigars for US$50.00, then the traveler would have an additional US$50.00 to spend on other Republic of Cuba origin products such as rum, tee-shirts, crafts, etc.  Travelers subject to United States law should retain a receipt showing the amount paid for all Republic of Cuba-origin products.


FORMER PRESIDENT OF ADM ADVISING SHERRITT INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION IN CUBA- Mr. John D. McNamara, a national of Canada and a resident of Canada, has been retained by Toronto, Canada-based Sherritt International Corporation (2002 revenues CA$806 million; approximately US$524 million), to provide management guidance to Procesadora de Soya S.A., a joint venture (with the Ministry of Food Industry of the Republic of Cuba) soybean processing facility located along the western shore of the bay of the city of Santiago de Cuba (860 kilometers east of the city of Havana).  Mr. McNamara is also a consultant to a United States-based company that exports agricultural products to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  Mr. McNamara, president of Toronto, Canada-based McNamara and Associates, was president of Decatur, Illinois-based Archer Daniels Company (2002 revenues US$25 billion) from 1999 to 2002; he had worked for Archer Daniels Midland Company since 1985. 

	The soy processing facility, which is “operating at reduced capacity as markets are developed for value-added products,” is operating at a loss, and has reportedly had three management teams.  According to Sherritt International Corporation, Procesadora de Soya S.A. “has a relatively wide customer base; however, most of these customers are agencies of the Government of Cuba.”  Procesadora de Soya S.A. “continues to seek ways to expand the market for its products while maintaining stable production.”  Procesadora de Soya S.A. “will continue to improve its production facilities and processes to provide quality soybean-based food products to the Cuban market, as well as develop markets for its value-added products internationally.”  On 1 May 2003, Sherritt International Corporation reported “lower losses” by Procesadora de Soya S.A. during the first quarter of 2003 and reported that the company “continues to evaluate the long term prospects of its soybean-based food processing, cellular telecommunications and tourism businesses in Cuba with a view to enhancing returns for the Corporation’s shareholders from these assets.”    

	The soy processing facility was constructed (with participation of an Israel-based company) at a cost of approximately US$22 million to US$27 million; a similar soy processing facility constructed in the United States would cost approximately US$19 million.


Procesadora de Soya S.A. commenced operation in August 2001.  Procesadora de Soya S.A. was scheduled to commence operation at the end of 1999, then October 2000, then January 2001, then March 2001, and then August 2001.  

	In 1999, Sherritt International Corporation reported having a 49% shareholding in Procesadora de Soya S.A.  In 1998, Sherritt International Corporation reported having a 40% shareholding in Procesadora de Soya S.A.  


From the 2002 Annual Report: Sherritt International Corporation has entered into, as lender, an interest-bearing financing agreement and interest bearing revolving credit facilities for a combined total of US$32 million with Procesadora de Soya S.A. for the construction of a new soybean-based food processing facility in Cuba and to fund working capital requirements.  At 31 December 2002, the proportionate amount outstanding under these agreements was approximately CA$26.2 million (2001- CA$24.8 million (approximately US$16.12 million).  The loans are repayable from the cash flows of Procesadora de Soya S.A..  Title to the plant remains with the subsidiary of the Corporation until repayment of the loans.  Loans receivable also include working capital advances to certain joint venture operations.  

	From previously reported information by the company: the Sherritt International Corporation provided an interest-bearing CA$24 million (approximately US$16.8 million) in financing for the construction of the soybean processing facility and to fund working capital requirements.  The loans are repayable from cashflows of Procesadora de Soya S.A., with title to the soybean processing facility retained by Sherritt International Corporation until repayment of the loans.  The government of the Republic of Cuba valued the soy processing facility at US$22 million to US$27 million.  The soybean processing facility, with a reported capacity of 150 metric tons per day to 500 metric tons per day, is a component of the government of the Republic of Cuba’s continuing import substitution program.  The soybean processing facility uses imported soybeans (from the United States, from Argentina, and from other countries) to produce texturized soy protein, soy flour, soy meal, crude soy oil, and lecithin with an annual combined retail value of US$50 million.  Procesadora de Soya S.A. will “develop markets for its value-added products internationally,” particularly in Caribbean Sea-area countries.    


A second soybean processing facility in the Republic of Cuba became operational in April 2002.  The facility, located in Havana, has a capacity to process 100 metric tons of soybean oil per day and is a joint venture between an unidentified Italy-based company and the Ministry of Food Industry of the Republic of Cuba.  

USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 17 April 2003 to 24 April 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	17 April 2003 To 24 April 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago

	Wheat (Hard Red Winter)
	10,000 metric tons
	25,000 metric tons
	73,700 metric tons
	127,300 metric tons

	Corn (unmilled)
	75,000 metric tons
	50,000 metric tons
	161,400 metric tons
	100,900 metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000 metric tons
	30,000 metric tons
	58,400 metric tons
	27,200 metric tons

	Soybean Cake and Meal
	65,000 metric tons
	-0-
	97,900 metric tons
	39,000 metric tons

	Soybean Oil
	22,500 metric tons
	-0-
	37,000 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Rough
	19,800 metric tons
	15,000 metric tons
	67,500 metric tons
	25,200 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Milled
	-0-
	5,000 metric tons
	25,300 metric tons
	25,200 metric tons

	Totals
	212,300 metric tons
	125,000 metric tons
	521,200 metric tons
	354,800 metric tons


CUBA POLICY FOUNDATION IN WASHINGTON, D.C., CEASES OPERATIONS- The Washington, D.C.-based Cuba Policy Foundation announced that the organization would cease operations on 23 April 2002.  The following statement was distributed electronically by the organization:

	Washington, DC- The Chairman of the Board of Directors of the US-based Cuba Policy Foundation and its Board members, along with its Executive Director, resigned today to protest the recent waive of repression and executions in Cuba.

	The Cuba Policy Foundation has been the premier US nonprofit organization dedicated to the study of the benefits of expanding trade and people-to-people contact with Cuba.  It has embraced the view that the enlarged economic and personal exchange with the Island would, in fact, be in the interests of both countries and ease the process of change in Cuba. CPF's Board has been a Who’s-Who of Americans interested in Cuba and the normalization of relations with the island.

	The resigning Board members and the Executive Director issued a Statement of Reasons for the mass resignation:  All of us are appalled at the recent executions and jailings in Cuba. The regime's sudden, wholesale repression of human rights is incomprehensible as a matter of policy, and unacceptable as a matter of principle.  We are firm in our view that engaging Cuba would advance both America's national interest and peaceful political and economic change in Cuba. Likewise, we will continue, in our individual capacities, to support those members of Congress, the business community, and the growing number of Cuban-Americans and citizens across the country who seek to advance these goals.

	The recent wave of repression adds to the urgency of the effort. But it also raises new obstacles. The regime could not have failed to know that its actions would have a chilling effect on efforts here to ease the US sanctions. Indeed, the arrests of dissidents who had just days before met with members of the U.S. Congress can only be interpreted as intended to slow the initiative and to embarrass those who were behind it.  We organized, funded and supported the Foundation because we hoped, and had reason to believe, that its energetic efforts to modify the ban on Cuba trade, travel and investment might succeed over time. We can only conclude, however, that in spite of its claims to the contrary, Cuba does not share our enthusiasm for a more open relationship. For this reason we have tendered our resignations.  Daily operations of the Foundation will cease as of this date. The corporation will technically remain in existence, and Mr. Alexander will maintain its website as a public resource.

	Hon. William Rogers, Chairman of the Board; Darius Anderson; Hon. Diego Asencio; Hon. Sally Grooms Cowal; Jo Ivey Boufford; Eusebio Mujal-Leon; Martha Muse; Raimundo L. Ruga; Harry Schlaudeman Paul Smyke; Hon. Thomas F. Stroock; Brian Alexander, Executive Director.


NOTE: A reported concern of individuals, groups, organizations, and companies that seek an expansion of the commercial, economic, and political relationship between the United States and the Republic of Cuba is demise of the Cuba Policy Foundation may resurrect the influence of individuals, groups, and organizations that had been “the anti-embargo voice”- representing the far left of the political center, with limited political influence, limited economic influence, limited credibility, disorganized organizational structures, and divisive organizational strategies.  “Since 1994, the political left and the political right had continued to shift to the political center; in April 2003, the political center commenced a shift to the right.”    

SENATOR TOM HARKIN OF IOWA VISITS CUBA- The Honorable Tom Harkin (D- Iowa), a member of the United States Senate who is the Ranking Minority Member of the Committee on Agriculture, visited the Republic of Cuba from 21 April 2002 to 24 April 2003.

	Senator Harkin has drafted, but not submitted, an amendment to the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 that would authorize the export of agricultural and farmstead equipment from the United States to countries included within current provisions the TSRA: Republic of Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, North Korea, Sudan, and Syria.  One provision of the TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  The genesis of the interest by Senator Harkin derives from an Iowa-based company contacting Senator Harkin upon receipt of an inquiry to export agricultural equipment to Sudan.  The text of a draft of the amendment follows:

	To promote the export of agricultural supplies.  Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

	SECTION 1. AGRICULTURAL SUPPLIES.

	Section 902(1) of Public Law 106–387 is amended by striking ‘‘has the meaning’’ and all that follows and inserting ‘‘means an agricultural commodity (as defined in section 102 of the Agricultural Trade Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C. 5602) and an agricultural supply (as defined in 8 section 3.7(b)(4) of the Farm Credit Act of 1971 (12 U.S.C. 2128(b)(4)).’’ 


The Honorable Thomas Vilsack (D), governor of the State of Iowa, has postponed a visit to the Republic of Cuba at the invitation of Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).  According to Governor Vilsack, “I’m not going today, tomorrow, or until things improve dramatically for the people of Cuba.”

	The Honorable Jesse Ventura (I), then governor of the State of Minnesota, visited the Republic of Cuba in 2002; The Honorable John Hoeven (R), governor of the State of North Dakota, visited the Republic of Cuba in 2002; and The Honorable George Ryan (R), then governor of the State of Illinois, visited the Republic of Cuba in 2002 and in 1999.


REPRESENTATIVE LEONARD BOSWELL OF IOWA TO VISIT CUBA- The Honorable Leonard L. Boswell (D- 3rd District), a member of the Committee on Agriculture of the United States House of Representatives, is scheduled to visit the Republic of Cuba from 14 May 2003 to 20 May 2003 with representatives of the Des Moines, Iowa-based Greater Des Moines Partnership and the Des Moines, Iowa-based Corn Promotion Board.   

	The Honorable Steve King (R- 5th District), a member of the Committee on Agriculture of the United States House of Representatives, visited the Republic of Cuba in May 2001, as a member of the Iowa State Senate. 


USAPEEC AND USA RICE FEDERATION REPORT SPENDING RATIOS FOR EXPORTS TO CUBA- Stone Mountain, Georgia-based USA Poultry & Egg Export Council (USAPEEC) and Arlington, Virginia-based USA Rice Federation have reported expenditures (no United States government funds) on Republic of Cuba-related activities since 2001, which equate out-of-pocket expenses (not including personnel time) with gross revenues received by members of the organizations for exports to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose:
	USAPEEC (2002 budget approximately US$10 million) reported that in 2002 members of the organization sold agricultural products (chicken, turkey, eggs) valued at US$22,398,846.00 to Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).  USAPEEC reported that for approximately each US$1.00 spent by the organization on Republic of Cuba-related activities, members received US$149.32 in TSRA-authorized export revenues.  NOTE: USAPEEC member companies also allocated substantial funds for Republic of Cuba-related activities independent of the USAPEEC.  

	USA Rice Federation (2002 budget approximately US$10 million) reported that members of the organization sold products (rice) valued at US$6,266,281.00 to Alimport.  USA Rice Federation reported that for approximately each US$1.00 spent by the organization on Republic of Cuba-related activities, members of the organization received US$179.00 in TSRA-authorized export revenues.  NOTE: USA Rice Federation member companies also allocated substantial funds for Republic of Cuba-related activities independent of the USA Rice Federation.  NOTE: Rice exports to the Republic of Cuba are expected to be limited due to the purchase by Alimport of substantial quantities of low quality rice (25% broken, 50% broken, etc.) and the provision of substantial government-guaranteed financing (720 days or more) provided by the government of Vietnam and the government of the People’s Republic of China.


CMA-CGM GROUP OF FRANCE TO COMPETE WITH CROWLEY LINER SERVICES- Marseilles, France-based CMA-CGM Group (2002 revenues approximately US$2.51 billion), which has a substantial presence in the Republic of Cuba, has signed a contract with Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), to handle agricultural product and food product exports to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  CMA-CGM Group reports that the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., issued a license to the company three months after an application was presented to the OFAC.  

	CMA-CGM Group, which reported carrying more than 2.533 million TEU containers in 2002, is the largest France-based sea-container carrier, fourth-largest sea-container carrier on the European continent, and ranks amongst the ten-largest global sea-container carriers.  In 2000, CMA-CGM Group, which operates 145 vessels, was named “Company of the Year” by Containerisation International, a United Kingdom-based trade magazine.


CMA-CGM Group will provide container service to the Republic of Cuba from six ports in the United States: Savannah, Georgia; Newark, New Jersey; Norfolk, Virginia; Port Everglades, Florida; New Orleans, Louisiana; and Houston, Texas.
	In 2001, Jacksonville, Florida-based Crowley Liner Services, a subsidiary of San Diego, California-based Crowley Maritime Corporation (2002 revenues approximately US$1.2 billion), signed an agreement, valued at approximately US$1.9 million, with Alimport to provide container cargo services from the United States (Port of Jacksonville, Florida, and Port of Gulfport, Mississippi) to the Republic of Cuba for products authorized by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C.  The agreement with Alimport was renewed in 2002.


Although United States-based companies do not include United States-Republic of Cuba transportation costs in export calculations since Alimport contracts for transportation, the introduction competition for Crowley Liner Services from CMA-CGM Group and the expansion of port facilities from which to export TSRA-authorized products to the Republic of Cuba is expected to lessen transportation costs for Alimport which, United States-based companies expect, will result in Alimport using the savings to increase agricultural product and food product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.

	CMA-CGM Group reports that weekly service is scheduled to commence in May 2003: Newark→Norfolk→Savannah→Port Everglades→Kingston (Jamaica)→Cuba.  

	CMA-CGM Group reports that bi-weekly service is scheduled to commence in June 2003: New Orleans→Houston→Vera Cruz→Kingston (Jamaica)→Cuba.  This routing will become weekly if demand requires.  

	For additional information, please contact: Mr. Robert Genovese or Mr. Egil Kristiansen; Telephone: (201) 770-5268; Facsimile: (201) 770-5215; e-mail: usa.rgenovese@cma-cgm.com or usa.ekristiansen@cma-cgm.com; Internet: http://www.cma-cgm.com    


In 2001, CMA-CGM Group and Republic of Cuba government-operated Navemar S.A. signed a cooperation agreement which included cargo transfer capabilities between the Republic of Cuba and forty ports located in Caribbean Sea-area countries, countries in The Americas, as well as, other ports in countries serviced by CMA-CGM Group.  Under the terms of the cooperation agreement, vessels operated by Navemar S.A. exchange cargo with CMA-CGM Group vessels for onward transportation.  Navemar S.A., a joint venture shipping company whose shareholders are Spain-based Perez S.A., Republic of Cuba government-operated Acemex S.A., and Republic of Cuba government-operated Associacion Portuaria, has container shipping operations at the Port of Santiago de Cuba (860 kilometers east of the city of Havana) in exclusive cooperation with CMA-CGM Group.

	One CMA-CGM Group-operated vessel (capacity of 373 TEUS) services Kingston, Jamaica→Havana, Republic of Cuba→Santiago de Cuba, Republic of Cuba each week.  The Port of Santiago de Cuba expects to become a trans-shipment center for containers destined for Panama, Caribbean Sea-area countries, and The Americas, as it is nearer to those areas than the Republic of Cuba’s only other large container terminal, the Port of Havana.  Currently, the Port of Santiago de Cuba has a 1.1 million ton annual capacity.

	CMA-CGM Group reports that the company views the Republic of Cuba as a transit point for container traffic to/from the European Continent and The Americas.

	CMA-CGM Group is providing technical assistance to the Port of Santiago de Cuba; including the dredging a deep-water canal and developing dock facilities.  

	Acemex S.A. has a 50%-50% joint venture, Netherlands Caribbean Bank (registered in Curacao), with Amsterdam, The Netherlands-based ING Group NV, which permitted ING Group NV to become the first non-Republic of Cuba government-operated bank to have operations within the Republic of Cuba since the 1959 Revolution.  Acemex, S.A. is a shipping company registered in Liechtenstein and owned by Republic of Cuba government-operated entities.  Netherlands Caribbean Bank initially focused upon non-traditional commodity financing, with US$40 million in credits applicable to mining, tourism, and commodities industries.  ING Group NV has a substantial presence (banking and insurance) throughout the United States through Atlanta, Georgia-based ING Americas; New York, New York-based ING Barings; and Des Moines, Iowa-based Equitable of Iowa Companies, Inc. 


PORT OF SAVANNAH, GEORGIA, TO BECOME 12th FACILITY TO HANDLE EXPORTS TO CUBA- In May 2003, the Port of Savannah, Georgia, will become the 12th facility in the United States to handle agricultural product exports to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  

	Twenty-five 40-foot containers of frozen chicken leg quarters have been sold by Wilton, Connecticut-based Louis Dreyfus Corporation, a subsidiary of Paris, France-based Louis Dreyfus Corporation (2002 revenues approximately US$27 billion), to Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).

	The frozen chicken leg quarters will be delivered by a vessel operated by Marseilles, France-based CMA-CGM (2002 revenues approximately US$2.51 billion), which has signed a contract with Alimport for TSRA-authorized products from six ports in the United States: Savannah, Georgia; Newark, New Jersey; Norfolk, Virginia; Port Everglades, Florida; New Orleans, Louisiana; and Houston, Texas.  

	For additional information, please contact: Mr. Robert Genovese or Mr. Egil Kristiansen; Telephone: (201) 770-5268; Facsimile: (201) 770-5215; e-mail: usa.rgenovese@cma-cgm.com or usa.ekristiansen@cma-cgm.com; Internet: http://www.cma-cgm.com    


PORT OF NORFOLK, VIRGINIA, TO BECOME 13th FACILITY TO HANDLE EXPORTS TO CUBA- In May 2003, the Norfolk International Terminals (NIT) at the Port of Virginia will become the 13th facility in the United States to handle agricultural product exports to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  
	The corn oil (three 40-foot containers) and soy oil (one 40-foot container) have been sold by Decatur, Illinois-based Archer Daniels Midland Company (2002 revenues US$25 billion) to Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).

	The corn oil and soy oil will be delivered by a vessel operated by Marseilles, France-based CMA-CGM (2002 revenues approximately US$2.51 billion), which has signed a contract with Alimport for TSRA-authorized products from six ports in the United States: Savannah, Georgia; Newark, New Jersey; Norfolk, Virginia; Port Everglades, Florida; New Orleans, Louisiana; and Houston, Texas.  

	For additional information, please contact: Mr. Robert Genovese or Mr. Egil Kristiansen; Telephone: (201) 770-5268; Facsimile: (201) 770-5215; e-mail: usa.rgenovese@cma-cgm.com or usa.ekristiansen@cma-cgm.com; Internet: http://www.cma-cgm.com


UPDATE ON U.S. PORT ACTIVITY- Since December 2001, when the first direct commercial export of agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 was reported, shipments have originated from eleven ports in the United States; with two additional ports in the United States scheduled to be included in May 2003.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  
	At the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana (Pabexpo) in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 through 30 September 2002, Jacksonville, Florida-based Crowley Liner Services, a subsidiary of San Diego, California-based Crowley Maritime Corporation (2002 revenues approximately US$1.2 billion) renewed an agreement signed in 2001, valued at approximately US$1.9 million, with Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), to provide container cargo services from the United States to the Republic of Cuba for products authorized by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C.

	Marseilles, France-based CMA-CGM Group (2002 revenues approximately US$2.51 billion) has signed a contract with Alimport to handle containerized agricultural product and food product exports to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  

	Alimport generally contracts directly with non-United States-based companies for the use of bulk vessels to deliver agricultural products exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, including Cuernavaca, Mexico-based PACNAV de Mexico S.A. de C.V.


	List Of Ports Involved With BIS-Authorized Exports To The Republic Of Cuba

	Port
	State
	Scheduled Container Carrier Service

	Beaumont
	Texas
	

	Freeport
	Texas
	

	Galveston
	Texas
	

	Houston
	Texas
	

	Lake Charles
	Louisiana
	

	New Orleans
	Louisiana
	

	Gulfport
	Mississippi
	Crowley Liner Service

	Pascagoula
	Mississippi
	

	Jacksonville
	Florida
	Crowley Liner Services

	Manatee
	Florida
	

	Mobile
	Alabama
	

	Savannah (May 2003)
	Georgia
	CMA-CGM

	Norfolk (May 2003)
	Virginia
	CMA-CGM

	Newark (2003)
	New Jersey
	CMA-CGM

	Port Everglades (2003)
	Florida
	CMA-CGM

	New Orleans (2003)
	Louisiana
	CMA-CGM

	Houston (2003)
	Texas
	CMA-CGM


USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period (Friday to Thursday) 11 April 2003 to 17 April 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	11 April 2003 To 17 April 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago

	Wheat (Hard Red Winter)
	10,000 metric tons
	25,000 metric tons
	73,700 metric tons
	127,300 metric tons

	Corn (unmilled)
	40,000 metric tons
	75,000 metric tons
	161,400 metric tons
	74,700 metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000 metric tons
	45,000 metric tons
	58,400 metric tons
	12,600 metric tons

	Soybean Cake and Meal
	50,000 metric tons
	20,000 metric tons
	84,700 metric tons
	20,500 metric tons

	Soybean Oil
	15,500 metric tons
	-0-
	37,000 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Rough
	19,800 metric tons
	20,000 metric tons
	67,500 metric tons
	16,100 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Milled
	-0-
	5,000 metric tons
	25,300 metric tons
	21,000 metric tons

	Totals
	155,300 metric tons
	198,000 metric tons
	508,000 metric tons
	291,300 metric tons


“FULLY HOSTED” TRAVEL TO CUBA FOCUS OF THE OFAC- The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., has issued expanded regulations governing “fully hosted” travel to the Republic of Cuba by individuals subject to United States law.   

	5. Amend § 515.420 by revising the introductory text of paragraph (a) and adding a note to paragraph (a) to read as follows:  § 515.420 Fully-hosted travel to Cuba.  (a) A person subject to the jurisdiction of the United States will not be considered to violate the prohibition on engaging in travel-related transactions in which Cuba has an interest when all costs of, and all transactions related to, the travel of that person (the ‘‘fully-hosted’’ traveler) are covered or entered into by a person not subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, provided that:

	Note to paragraph (a): The interpretation set forth in this paragraph applies only to a fully-hosted traveler’s travel-related transactions and not to other transactions in Cuba. For example, a fully-hosted traveler is still prohibited from providing services in Cuba to a third-country national. 


The OFAC and United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., confirm that the impetus for the focus on “fully hosted” travel to the Republic of Cuba was principally a result of activities by a Washington, D.C.-based consultant (in conjunction with a Washington, D.C.-based law firm) who has provided, primarily through gatherings in Cancun, Mexico, “services in Cuba” that have not been licensed by the OFAC.  According to the OFAC, an individual subject to United States law who coordinates or participates in a “fully hosted” visit to the Republic of Cuba may not provide a service to a Republic of Cuba national, unless that service has been licensed by the OFAC.  A service may be defined as coordinating visits by individuals subject to United States law to the Republic of Cuba which incur a benefit to a Republic of Cuba national.

	Representatives of United States-based companies are advised to request an opinion from the OFAC prior to acceptance of an invitation to visit the Republic of Cuba on a “fully hosted” basis and not accept a law firm opinion in lieu of an opinion from the OFAC.


Although “fully hosted” travel to the Republic of Cuba is authorized by the OFAC, there is a regulatory position by the OFAC that an individual subject to United States law having visited the Republic of Cuba on a “fully hosted” basis is presumed to be in violation of regulations administered by the OFAC.  The presumption of violation by the OFAC has often not been disclosed in marketing materials for “fully hosted” visits to the Republic of Cuba.  

	Previously, the OFAC viewed an individual subject to United States law having visited the Republic of Cuba on a “fully hosted” basis to be in compliance with OFAC regulations.


The United States Customs Service and the United States Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) have increased enforcement of existing OFAC regulations (especially with respect to “fully hosted” travelers) at entry points throughout the United States and at pre-clearance entry point operations in other countries.  

34% DECREASE IN FEBRUARY 2003 AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of February 2003 was US$10,078,418.00, which US$9,036,856.00 was agricultural products.  

	NOTE: The United States Department of Commerce does not define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate) or Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd as agricultural products, although the United States Department of Agriculture does define Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate) and Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd as agricultural products.  


Thus, US$805,791.00 for Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate) and US$22,632.00 for Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd were not included in the February 2003 calculations; the actual total value of food products and agricultural products to the Republic of Cuba in February 2003 was therefore US$9,865,279.00.  Calculations prepared by the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council for 2002 did include the value of Calcium Hydrogen Orthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate).  The United States Department of Commerce reported the following:

	Monthly  Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2002
	2003
	% Change
	2002
	2003
	% Change

	January
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68
	US$9,923,921.00
	US$16,839,261.00
	+69.68

	February
	US$13,731,785.00
	US$9,036,856.00
	-34.19
	US$23,655,706.00
	US$25,876,117.00
	+9.39


	Monthly  Values
	Year-To-Date Values

	Month


	2001
	2002
	% Change
	2001
	2002
	% Change

	December
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$8,315,934.00
	+92.55
	US$4,318,906.00
	US$138,634,784.00
	+3,109.95


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 was reported in December 2001.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports To Cuba (2003-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	March 2003
	Not Yet Reported
	Not Yet Reported

	February 2003
	US$9,865,279.00
	49th (of 206) 

	January 2003
	US$16,839,261.00
	40th (of 197)

	     Total 2003
	US$26,704,540.00
	47th (of 206)

	     Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th (of 226) 

	     Total 2001
	US$4,318,906.00
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$169,658,230.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	February 2003
	Year-To-Date

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl(inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$525,871.00
	US$764,935.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl (inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$993,269.00
	US$3,154,681.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal(inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Tampa, FL
	US$59,000.00
	US$194,000.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal(inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$1,518,890.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl(incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Mobile, AL*
	US$31,140.00
	US$48,628.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl(incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Tampa, FL
	US$30,606.00
	US$30,606.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	US$161,543.00
	US$176,443.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Mobile, AL*
	US$53,985.00
	US$188,565.00

	0713322000
	Small red (adzuki) beans, except seed drd, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$45,400.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$35,155.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$22,000.00

	0801110000
	Coconuts, desiccated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$38,080.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$191,306.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Mobile, AL*
	US$64,386.00
	US$64,386.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$36,833.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 2 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,218,000.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$1,100,273.00

	1006100000
	Rice In The Husk (Paddy Or Rough)
	New Orleans, LA
	US$2,318,013.00
	US$2,318,013.00

	1006204020
	Rice, Long Grain, Husked (Brown)
	New Orleans, LA
	US$3,990.00
	US$3,990.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	Tampa, FL
	US$28,037.00
	US$35,462.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, long grain
	New Orleans, LA
	US$395,394.00
	US$395,394.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	
	US$884,625.00

	1103110020
	Groats and meal of wheat, semolina
	Pembina, ND
	US$26,700.00
	US$60,325.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$2,412,300.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Tampa, FL
	US$12,240.00
	US$27,814.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	US$3,958,500.00
	US$7,343,760.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem modified
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$69,284.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$62,700.00
	US$62,700.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	
	US$7,904.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$55,185.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Tampa, FL
	US$202,126.00
	US$259,577.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Tampa, FL
	US$48,637.00
	US$83,283.00

	2104100040 
	Soups/Broths/Preps Of, Based On Fish/Seafd, Nt Drd
	Tampa, FL
	US$22,632.00
	US$22,632.00

	2106906575
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	Tampa, FL
	US$60,719.00
	US$60,719.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$12,312.00

	2202100060
	Waters incl mineral & aerated, swtnd/flavord nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$27,000.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	
	US$2,945,394.00

	2835250000
	Calcium Hydrogen Orthoposhate (Dicalc Phosphate)
	Tampa, FL
	US$805,791.00
	US$805,791.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$9,895.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$6,140.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Tampa, FL
	
	US$61,350.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	San Juan, PR
	US$12,000.00
	US$12,000.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity
	Miami, FL
	US$201,139.00
	US$221,923.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$10,078,418.00
	US$27,032,953.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping ports include
Mobile, Alabama; Pascagoula, Mississippi; and Gulfport, Mississippi.


The values do not necessarily include the export of informational materials (defined as books, magazines, music product, television programs, motion pictures, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba to Republic of Cuba nationals which are neither required to be licensed by nor required to be reported to the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., or by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C.

	2003 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	January 2003

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$3,300.00

	9801001097
	Products Of U.S. Returned After Being Export, NESOI
	Tampa, FL
	US$24,247.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$27,547.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN FEBRUARY 2003- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in February 2003 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2003

February Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of February 2003 Exports To Cuba

	1
	Soybean Oil
	US$3,970,740.00
	40.3%

	2
	Rice
	US$2,745,434.00
	27.8%

	3
	Poultry (Chicken)
	US$1,578,140.00
	16.0%

	4
	Calcium Hydrogenorthoposhate
	US$805,791.00
	8.1%

	5
	Eggs
	US$215,528.00
	2.1%

	6
	Tomato Paste
	US$202,126.00
	2.0%

	7
	Apples
	US$64,386.00
	.65%

	8
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	US$62,700.00
	.63%

	9
	Poultry (Turkey)
	US$61,746.00
	.62%

	10
	Coffee Whiteners, Non-Dairy
	US$60,719.00
	.61%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$9,767,310.00
	99%


USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period (Friday to Thursday) 4 April 2003 to 10 April 2003 and 28 March 2003 to 3 April 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	4 April 2003 To 10 April 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago

	Wheat (Hard Red Winter)
	10,000 metric tons
	50,000 metric tons
	68,700 metric tons
	99,800 metric tons

	Corn (unmilled)
	40,000 metric tons
	75,000 metric tons
	161,400 metric tons
	74,700 metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000 metric tons
	45,000 metric tons
	58,400 metric tons
	12,600 metric tons

	Soybean Cake and Meal
	50,000 metric tons
	20,000 metric tons
	84,700 metric tons
	20,500 metric tons

	Soybean Oil
	15,500 metric tons
	-0-
	37,000 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Rough
	19,800 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons
	67,500 metric tons
	16,100 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Milled
	-0-
	5,000 metric tons
	25,300 metric tons
	25,200 metric tons

	Totals
	155,300 metric tons
	213,000 metric tons
	503,000 metric tons
	258,900 metric tons


	28 March 2003 To 3 April 2003

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago

	Wheat (Hard Red Winter)
	10,000 metric tons
	75,000 metric tons
	68,700 metric tons
	72,300 metric tons

	Corn (unmilled)
	60,000 metric tons
	50,000 metric tons
	140,500 metric tons
	74,700 metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000 metric tons
	45,000 metric tons
	58,400 metric tons
	12,600 metric tons

	Soybean Cake and Meal
	15,000 metric tons
	20,000 metric tons
	84,700 metric tons
	20,500 metric tons

	Soybean Oil
	26,000 metric tons
	-0-
	26,500 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Rough
	19,800 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons
	67,500 metric tons
	16,100 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Milled
	-0-
	10,000 metric tons
	25,300 metric tons
	20,100 metric tons

	Totals
	150,800 metric tons
	210,000 metric tons
	471,600 metric tons
	226,300 metric tons


GOVERNOR OF IOWA POSTPONES VISIT TO CUBA- The Honorable Thomas Vilsack (D), governor of the State of Iowa, has postponed a visit to the Republic of Cuba at the invitation of Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).  According to Governor Vilsack, “I’m not going today, tomorrow, or until things improve dramatically for the people of Cuba.”

	The Honorable Jesse Ventura (I), then governor of the State of Minnesota, visited the Republic of Cuba in 2002; The Honorable John Hoeven (R), governor of the State of North Dakota, visited the Republic of Cuba in 2002; and The Honorable George Ryan (R), then governor of the State of Illinois, visited the Republic of Cuba in 2002 and in 1999.


SECOND VISIT BY COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE OF NORTH CAROLINA TO CUBA- The Honorable Meg Scott Phipps, Commissioner of Agriculture of North Carolina, visited the Republic of Cuba from 6 April 2003 to 10 April 2003.  North Carolina-based companies have exported poultry (turkey) and apples to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  North Carolina-based companies expect to export cotton to the Republic of Cuba.  

	Commissioner Phipps and eight North Carolina-based companies participated in U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana (Pabexpo) in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, in September 2002.  The U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition, which included 923 representatives from 293 United States-based exhibitors, was held under the auspice of a license issued by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C.  The U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition was organized by Westport, Connecticut-based PWN Exhibicon International LLC, which also organized the U.S. Healthcare Exhibition held in Havana in January 2000.  A second U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition and U.S. Healthcare Exhibition are planned for 2004.   


17 April 2003 media release from the North Carolina Department of Agriculture: “RALEIGH - North Carolina Agriculture Commissioner Meg Scott Phipps and 12 agribusiness representatives and state officials recently returned from a successful five-day trade mission to Cuba, which Phipps categorized as a ‘win-win situation for everyone involved.’  Phipps and several North Carolina companies attended an international trade show in Cuba in September 2002 that led to the shipment of apples and turkey meat to the island nation. The close proximity of North Carolina to Cuba and the direct access to ports has significantly cut transportation costs for the Cuban government. Cuba's top trading partners were Canada and Europe before U.S. sanctions were eased.  ‘Cuban businesses are passing these savings to their customers, which provides the Cuban people more affordable options for healthy and nutritious foods and snacks,’ said Phipps. 
	‘C.L. Henderson Produce in Hendersonville shipped 12 containers of apples to Cuba following the September trade show. In September, apples were about $2.60 a piece. In April, the apples we found in their grocery stores cost between 89 cents and $1.25 depending on the store. Apples are now comparable to the cost of a candy bar.’  Allan Henderson of C.L. Henderson Produce said the company will ship three container loads of Rome apples to Cuba on April 26. Henderson plans to return to Cuba at the end of the summer to begin negotiations for the upcoming apple crop and to follow-up on discussions about apple cider and other fruit drinks.  

	Sales of N.C. turkey products continue to be strong after an initial shipment of about 750,000 pounds of ground turkey and turkey drumsticks from Carolina Turkey following the September trade show. During the recent trip, Carolina Turkey of Mount Olive conducted a cooking demonstration where about 30 different turkey dishes featuring multiple products, such as ground turkey, turkey mignon, deli turkey and others, were offered for sampling. Ground turkey has been a very popular item. Carolina Turkey is finalizing a contract to send an additional 1 million pounds of ground turkey and about three additional shipping containers of turkey drumsticks to the island nation.  


Other companies conducted preliminary discussions about possible sales of fluid milk, cheese, dairy cattle and other livestock. Plans call for N.C. milk and cheese samples to be sent with the April 26 apple shipment for review by Cuban officials. An agreement was made to ship two containers of N.C. cotton to be used experimentally in Cuban textile mills to test for quality. If successful, more N.C. cotton will likely be sold.  ‘This recent trip reinforced my belief that this country represents a promising new international trading partner for North Carolina agribusiness companies and farmers,’ said Phipps. ‘I am encouraged and excited by what we found and believe these initial contracts will lead to many other opportunities in the future.’”
CALIFORNIA TABLE GRAPE COMMISSION TO SEEK EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Fresno, California-based California Table Grape Commission has included the Republic of Cuba in its forty country “target” list for 2003.  The State of California exported worldwide approximately 35 million boxes of table grapes in 2002, valued at US$1 billion. 

CUBA SEEKING TO INCREASE PORK PRODUCTION- H.E. Dr. Carlos Lage, a Vice President of the Council of State and Executive Secretary of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Cuba, reported that the one hundred farmers involved in pork production should focus upon increasing production.  

	No pork products have been exported from the United States under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  There remain health certification issues, although Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba, contracted for pork product deliveries in 2002. 


OFAC SENDS LETTERS TO COMPANIES REQUESTING TSRA COMPLIANCE STATEMENT- On 20 March 2003, the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., commenced sending letters to United States-based companies that have exported agricultural commodities to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct export of agricultural products and food products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  

	NOTE: Thus far, not all United States-based companies that have exported products to the Republic of Cuba have reported receiving letters from the OFAC.


In 2002, representatives of the United States Department of State indicated that the OFAC would seek to obtain export compliance information from United States-based companies.  The following is the text of four letters from the OFAC: 

	20 March 2003

COMPL XXXXXX

Dear Sir or Madam:

We understand that your company is currently or has previously been authorized by the Commerce Department to sell and export agricultural commodities to Cuba pursuant to the provisions of Section 986 of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act of 2002, as implemented by Section 740.18 and 746.2 of the Export Administration Regulations.

Section 515.533(a)(2) of the Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 515 (the “CACR”), states that only the following payment or financing terms can be used for authorized exports to Cuba:

(i) 
Payment of cash in advance;

(ii) 
For authorized sales of agricultural items, financing by a banking institution located in a third country provided the banking institution is not a designated national, United States citizen, United States permanent resident alien, or an entity organized under the laws of the United States or any jurisdiction within the United States (including foreign branches).  Such financing may be confirmed or advised by a United States banking institution; or

(iii) 
For all other authorized sales, financing by a banking institution located in a third country provided the banking institution is not a designated national or a person subject to the jurisdiction of the United States.  Such financing may be confirmed or advised by a United States banking institution.

Pursuant to the CACR and Section 501.602 of the Reporting and Procedures Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 501, you are directed to certify in writing that your company has been in compliance with these financing restrictions for all transactions incident to exportations of agricultural commodities from the United States to Cuba since July 26, 2001, and that your company has never made such shipments involving payment terms contrary to those outlined above.  Kindly forward this certification so that it is received no later than the close of business on Friday, April 25, 2003 by mailing it to our Compliance Programs Division, Office of Foreign Assets Control, U.S. Department of the Treasury, 1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20220.  The enclosed gold half-sheet must be stapled to the front of your response and your response must reference the “COMPL” number printed above.

If you are unable to certify your compliance with the financing restrictions indicated above, pursuant to the CACR and 501.602 of the Reporting and Procedures Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 501, you are directed to provide detailed information regarding financing for all of the sales of agricultural commodities which your company has exported to Cuba under Commerce Department authorization since July 26, 2001.  Include a detailed list with supporting documentation indicating the parties involved, the terms of the sale, when each shipment was made, and how and when each payment was received.  In addition, please describe any final arrangements for authorized future sales and exports to Cuba and provide the details on how payments will be made.

In providing your response to this request, please be aware that the knowing and willful provision of any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement to OFAC is a criminal act and can result in fines and/or imprisonment.  In addition, please be advised that violation of the CACR can result in criminal and/or civil penalties as set forth in Part 515.701 of the CACR.

If you have any questions in the interim, please contact Jean-Paul Duvivier or my compliance staff at 202-622-2490.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

(signed)

Dennis Wood

Chief of Compliance Programs Division

Office of Foreign Assets Control


What defines a “cash in advance” purchase?  The following payment scenarios, which are generally-accepted means for global commerce, have been maintained, since December 2001, by United States-based companies for TSRA-licensed transactions, receiving neither verbal objection nor written objection from the OFAC, Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce, or United States Department of State: 1) Payment in full received by a financial institution selected by the United States-based company in advance of agricultural product or food product being loaded in the United States for transport to the Republic of Cuba or 2) Payment in full received by a financial institution selected by the United States-based company for agricultural product or food product subsequent to product having been transported to the Republic of Cuba, but not unloaded in the Republic of Cuba until financial institution selected by the United States company has confirmed receipt of payment in full.    

	The following is a suggested text that United States-based companies consider in response to the inquiry from the OFAC:

	DATE

Compliance Programs Division

Office of Foreign Assets Control

U.S. Department of the Treasury

1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20220

To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to your correspondence, I am writing to certify that our company has complied with Section 515.533(a)(2) of the Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 515 for all transactions from the United States to the Republic of Cuba since 26 July 2001.

The following payment scenarios, which are generally-accepted means for global commerce, have been maintained by United States-based companies for licensed transactions, receiving neither verbal objection nor written objection from the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury, Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce, or United States Department of State: 1) Payment in full received by a financial institution selected by the United States-based company in advance of agricultural product or food product being loaded in the United States for transport to the Republic of Cuba or 2) Payment in full received by a financial institution selected by the United States-based company for agricultural product or food product subsequent to product having been transported to the Republic of Cuba, but not unloaded in the Republic of Cuba, until the financial institution selected by the United States company has confirmed receipt of payment in full.    

Sincerely,

(signature)

NAME

TITLE 


USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period (Friday to Thursday) 21 March 2003 to 27 March 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago

	Wheat (Hard Red Winter)
	-0-
	75,000 metric tons
	68,400 metric tons
	72,300 metric tons

	Corn (unmilled)
	56,000 metric tons
	50,000 metric tons
	118,900 metric tons
	74,700 metric tons

	Soybeans
	10,000 metric tons
	45,000 metric tons
	52,900 metric tons
	12,600 metric tons

	Soybean Cake and Meal
	15,000 metric tons
	20,000 metric tons
	84,700 metric tons
	20,500 metric tons

	Soybean Oil
	18,000 metric tons
	-0-
	26,500 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Rough
	19,800 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons
	67,500 metric tons
	16,100 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Milled
	-0-
	10,000 metric tons
	25,300 metric tons
	20,100 metric tons

	Totals
	118,800 metric tons
	210,000 metric tons
	444,200 metric tons
	226,300 metric tons


The purchaser of the agricultural commodities is Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).

ALIMPORT SENDS EMPLOYEES TO VENEZUELA TO ASSIST WITH COMMODITY PURCHASES- At least two employees of Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), are working in Caracas, Venezuela, at the request of the government of Venezuela.  Reportedly, Alimport is assisting with the coordination of agricultural product and food product purchases which will be distributed through representatives of the armed forces of Venezuela; with a goal of the government of Venezuela to supplant private sector agricultural product and food product distribution channels within Venezuela, and establish a agricultural product and food product distribution system in Venezuela that is similar to components of the agricultural product and food product distribution system in the Republic of Cuba.

	Two employees of Alimport working in Venezuela are: Mr. Alberto Rio, Vice President of Alimport, and Mr. Alexander Perez, Staff Assistant of Alimport.  Mr. Perez has traveled to the United States.


United States-based companies are advised to re-confirm with Alimport that no agricultural products or food products exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct export of agricultural products and food products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose, are re-exported from the Republic of Cuba to Venezuela.  Such re-exports are prohibited by the TSRA.

	NOTE: United States-based companies may find value in the use of relationships with employees of Alimport to identify agricultural product and food product export opportunities to Venezuela. 


OFAC ISSUES NEW COMMERCIAL AND TRAVEL REGULATIONS- On 24 March 2004, the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., issued interim final revised regulations and new regulations with respect to travel to the Republic of Cuba; transactions with the Republic of Cuba; remittances to the Republic of Cuba; legal services relating to the Republic of Cuba; and financial transactions relating to the Republic of Cuba.  The portions of the revised regulations and new regulations, which were effective as of 24 March 2003, but signed on 5 March 2003, address the role of individuals subject to United States law and non-United States-based subsidiaries of United States-based companies.  [Please see attachments for complete text].  The following are the revised regulations and new regulations that are commerce-related: 

	7. Section 515.512 is added read as follows: § 515.512 Provision of certain legal services authorized.  (a) The provision of the following legal services to or on behalf of Cuba or a Cuban national is authorized, provided that all receipts of payment of professional fees and reimbursement of incurred expenses must be specifically licensed: (1) Provision of legal advice and counseling on the requirements of and compliance with the laws of any jurisdiction within the United States, provided that such advice and counseling are not provided to facilitate transactions in violation of this part; (2) Representation of persons when named as defendants in or otherwise made parties to domestic U.S. legal, arbitration, or administrative proceedings; (3) Initiation and conduct of domestic U.S. legal, arbitration, or administrative proceedings in defense of property interests subject to U.S. jurisdiction; (4) Representation of persons before any federal or state agency with respect to the imposition, administration, or enforcement of U.S. sanctions against such persons; and (5) Provision of legal services in any other context in which prevailing U.S. law requires access to legal counsel at public expense. (b) The provision of any other legal services to Cuba or a Cuban national, not otherwise authorized in this part, requires the issuance of a specific license. (c) Entry into a settlement agreement affecting property or interests in property or the enforcement of any lien, judgment, arbitral award, decree, or other order through execution, garnishment, or other judicial process purporting to transfer or otherwise alter or affect property in which Cuba or a Cuban national has had an interest at any time on or since 12:01 a.m., e.s.t., July 8, 1963, is prohibited except to the extent otherwise provided by law or unless otherwise authorized by or pursuant to this part.

	8. Revise § 515.533 to read as follows: § 515.533 Transactions incident to exportations from the United States and reexportations of U.S.-origin items to Cuba; negotiation of executory contracts. (a) All transactions ordinarily incident to the exportation of items from the United States, or the reexportation of U.S.-origin items from a third country, to any person within Cuba are authorized, provided that: (1) The exportation or reexportation is licensed or otherwise authorized by the Department of Commerce under the provisions of the Export Administration Act of 1979, as amended (50 U.S.C. app. 2401–0420) (see the Export Administration Regulations, 15 CFR 730–774); and (2) Only the following payment and financing terms may be used: (i) Payment of cash in advance; (ii) For authorized sales of agricultural items, financing by a banking institution located in a third country provided the banking institution is not a designated national, U.S. citizen, U.S. permanent resident alien, or an entity organized under the laws of the United States or any jurisdiction within the United States (including foreign branches).  Such financing may be confirmed or advised by a U.S. banking institution; or (iii) For all other authorized sales, financing by a banking institution located in a third country provided the banking institution is not a designated national or a person subject to the jurisdiction of the United States. Such financing may be confirmed or advised by a U.S. banking institution.

	Note to paragraph (a): The transactions authorized by this paragraph include, but are not limited to, all transactions that are directly incident to the shipping of specific exports or reexports (e.g., insurance and transportation of the exports to Cuba). Transactions that are not tied to specific exports or reexports, such as transactions involving future (non-specific) shipments, must be separately licensed by OFAC. For the waiver of the prohibitions on entry into U.S. ports contained in § 515.207 for vessels transporting shipments of items between the United States and Cuba pursuant to this section, see § 515.550.  (b) Persons subject to the jurisdiction of the United States are authorized to engage in all transactions ordinarily incident to negotiation of and entry into executory contracts for the sale of items that may be exported from the United States to Cuba or 100% U.S.-origin items that may be reexported from a third country to Cuba consistent with the export licensing policy of the Department of Commerce, provided that performance of such executory contracts is expressly made contingent on the prior authorization by the Department of Commerce.

	Note to paragraph (b): This paragraph does not authorize transactions related to travel to, from, or within Cuba. See paragraph (e) for a statement of specific licensing policy with respect to such transactions. (c) This section does not authorize: (1) The financing of any transactions from any blocked account. (2) Any transaction involving, directly or indirectly, property in which any

designated national, other than a person located in the country to which the exportation or reexportation is consigned, has an interest or has had an interest since the effective date set forth in § 515.201 of this part. (d) [Reserved] (e) Specific licenses may be issued on a case-by-case basis authorizing the travel-related transactions set forth in § 515.560(c) and other transactions that are directly incident to the marketing, sales negotiation, accompanied delivery, or servicing of exports that appear consistent with the export or re-export licensing policy of the Department of Commerce.

	9. Amend § 515.559 by removing paragraph (d) and adding a note to the end of the paragraph (b) to read as follows: § 515.559 Transactions by U.S.-owned or controlled foreign firms with Cuba.  (b) Note to paragraph (b): On October 23, 1992, sections 1705 and 1706 of the Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, Pub. L. 102–484 (Oct. 23, 1992) (codified at 22 U.S.C. 6004 and 6005, respectively), prohibited OFAC from issuing licenses for any transaction described in this paragraph other than those transactions currently set forth in paragraph (a). 


The OFAC is expanding the criteria for individuals subject to United States law who are of Cuban descent to visit the Republic of Cuba.  This change is expected to result in a substantial increase in the number of individuals of Cuban descent visiting the Republic of Cuba.  The OFAC is expanding the criteria for individuals subject to United States law who serve as remittance forwarder (RF) couriers for the delivery of funds to Republic of Cuba nationals.  This change is expected to result in a substantial increase in U.S. Dollars delivered directly from the United States to Republic of Cuba.  

	A result of the aforementioned travel change and RF change upon United States-based companies that export agricultural products and food products to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct export of agricultural products and food products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose, is expected to be an increase in purchase ability by Republic of Cuba nationals for food products from Republic of Cuba government-operated U.S. Dollar retail stores. 


The OFAC is removing the “People To People” licensing program due, in part, to misuse of the program; and, a belief that the intention of the program, as implemented in January 1999, is no longer in the interests of United States policy toward the Republic of Cuba.  This change is expected to result in a substantial decrease in the number of individuals subject to United States law who are not of Cuban descent visiting the Republic of Cuba.   

	Comments about the new regulations are requested by the OFAC to be sent by 23 May 2003 to the OFAC:

	Mr. R. Richard Newcomb

Director

Office of Foreign Assets Control

United States Department of the Treasury

Washington, D.C.  20220

Telephone: (202) 622-2480

Facsimile: (202) 622-1657

E-mail: sabina.kook@do.treas.gov


BROWN-FORMAN CORPORATION OF KENTUCKY TO EXPORT PRODUCTS TO CUBA- Louisville, Kentucky-based Brown-Forman Corporation (2002 revenues exceeded US$2 billion), through a subsidiary, Louisville, Kentucky-based Bluegrass Cooperage, has received an order from Republic of Cuba government-operated Cuba Ron S.A. for 27,600 twenty-one liter white oak barrels used to age rum.  At a cost of US$21.00 per barrel, the total value of the transaction is US$579,600.00.  The barrels (130 40 foot containers) are scheduled for delivery during a twelve-month period.  Cuba Ron S.A. reported that approximately 90,000 barrels are required during the next thirty-six months.

	A Republic of Cuba-based company has also expressed an interest to purchase Finlandia Vodka, which is manufactured and exported by Koskenkorva, Finland-based Finlandia Vodka Worldwide Ltd., and distributed throughout the United States by Louisville, Kentucky-based Brown-Forman Beverages Worldwide.

	The Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., has indicated that a license application by Brown-Forman Beverages Worldwide to export Finlandia Vodka from the United States to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct export of agricultural products and food products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose, would likely be approved.    


USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period (Friday to Thursday) 14 March 2003 to 20 March 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago

	Corn (unmilled)
	30,400 metric tons
	50,000 metric tons
	109,300 metric tons
	74,700 metric tons

	Soybeans
	10,000 metric tons
	45,000 metric tons
	52,900 metric tons
	12,600 metric tons

	Soybean Cake and Meal
	35,000 metric tons
	20,000 metric tons
	63,700 metric tons
	20,500 metric tons

	Soybean Oil
	10,500 metric tons
	-0-
	26,500 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Rough
	19,800 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons
	67,500 metric tons
	16,100 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Milled
	4,800 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons
	20,300 metric tons
	20,100 metric tons

	Totals
	134,000 metric tons
	135,000 metric tons
	340,200 metric tons
	154,000 metric tons


The purchaser of the agricultural commodities is Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).

MEMBER ADVISORY: Representatives of United States-based companies receiving solicitations that include the use of a license issued by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., to Washington, D.C.-based Cuban American Alliance Education Fund (CAAEF) to visit the Republic of Cuba are advised that the organization seems to have been engaged in secondary market license activity that is specifically prohibited by the OFAC.  According to one of thirty participants in a February 2003 nine-day “railroad enthusiast” visit to the Republic of Cuba organized by Walnut Creek, California-based Key Holidays:

	“I am severely overloaded, thanks partially to a last-minute change in our group’s travel arrangements.  The group that was originally co-sponsoring out trip lost its cultural license, due to the transfer of control from the State Department to Homeland Security.  Our entire excursion to Cuba figured to be over before it began, but excursion director Henry Luna, owner of Key Holidays in Walnut Creek, arranged for us to travel on the Humanitarian license of the Cuban American Alliance Education Fund, which provides medical aid to disabled Cubans through a similar group in Havana.  So, as a condition of our traveling on their license, each member of our charter was required to bring 15 to 20 pounds of medical supplies to Cuba.”


Representatives of United States-based companies receiving invitations to visit the Republic of Cuba for commercial purposes that include the use of a license issued by the OFAC to Queens, New York-based Americans For Humanitarian Trade with Cuba are advised to not accept the invitation as the organization seems to be engaging in secondary market license activity.  A Washington, D.C.-based consultant has also engaged in secondary market license activity.  

	The OFAC will issue licenses directly to United States-based companies for the purpose of engaging in commerce-related travel transactions within the Republic of Cuba.


The OFAC is expected to issue new regulations with respect to third-party use of licenses issued to individuals, companies, organizations, and educational institutions.
LETTERS FROM THE HONORABLE WILLIAM J. CLINTON- During the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana (Pabexpo) in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, in September 2002, Mr. Emilio Egeraige, Proprietor of the El Aljibe Cigar Shop in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, requested that Mr. John S. Kavulich II, president of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, deliver some Romeo Y Julieta Churchill cigars to The Honorable William J. Clinton, former president of the United States of America.  On 13 March 2003, President Clinton sent two letters [see attached], one to Mr. Kavulich and one to Mr. Egeraige.  On 17 March 2003, Mr. Kavulich informed, by e-mail, Mr. Egeraige of the receipt of the letters.  The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council has made arrangements to deliver the original letter from President Clinton to Mr. Egeraige.  The text the 18 March 2003 response by Mr. Egeraige follows: 

	“Dear John: Yo estoy muy contento, por el mensaje que envio el Sr. Presidente atraves suyo esto me llena de orgullo y alta satisfaccion.  Quiero expresarle a Usted mis mas sentidos agradecimiento por sus buenos oficios tan desinteresados y humanos y su labor tan responsable en funcion de unir mas los lazoz de amor y amistad entre nuestros pueblos.  Reiba un carinoso abrazo de hermano.  Emilio Amin”


On 27 June 2001, President Clinton wrote a letter to Mr. Emilio Egeraige thanking him for 12 Romeo Y Julieta Churchill cigars.  “Thank you so much for the cigars… It was very nice of you to think of me… I appreciate your generosity,” read the letter, framed and displayed in the store.  Mr. Egeraige reported that during a 3 May 2001 to 5 May 2001 visit to the Republic of Cuba by The Honorable Mike Espy, a friend of President Clinton, former Secretary of Agriculture of the United States of America (January 1993 through December 1994), and former member of the United States House of Representatives, Mr. Egeraige asked Secretary Espy to deliver the cigars to President Clinton.  Secretary Espy visited the Republic of Cuba with a delegation sponsored by Boston, Massachusetts-based Oxfam America and East Point, Georgia-based Federation of Southern Cooperatives.     

	The El Aljibe Cigar Shop is located adjacent to the El Aljibe restaurant, the most popular and highest grossing restaurant located in the Republic of Cuba.  


TEN MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE ESTABLISH “SENATE WORKING GROUP ON CUBA”- On 21 March 2003, ten members of the United States Senate, five each from the Republican Party and Democratic Party, established the “Senate Working Group on Cuba.”  Five members of the “Senate Working Group on Cuba” have visited the Republic of Cuba.  

	The United States House of Representatives has a “Cuba Working Group” consisting of forty-six members of the United States House of Representatives, twenty-three each from the Republican Party and Democratic Party.  


The ten members of the “Senate Working Group on Cuba” are: 

	Name
	State
	Relevant Committee Assignments

	The Honorable

Max Baucus (D)*
	Montana
	Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry;

Finance (Ranking Minority Member)

	The Honorable

Jeff Bingaman (D)
	New Mexico
	Energy and Natural Resources (Ranking Minority Member)

	The Honorable

Maria Cantwell (D)*
	Washington
	Commerce, Science and Transportation;

Small Business and Entrepreneurship

	The Honorable

Norm Coleman (R)
	Minnesota
	Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry; Foreign Relations;

Small Business and Entrepreneurship

	The Honorable

Byron Dorgan (D)*
	North Dakota
	Appropriations; Commerce, Science and Transportation

	The Honorable

Michael Enzi (R)
	Wyoming
	Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs; Budget;

Foreign Relations; Small Business and Entrepreneurship

	The Honorable

Chuck Hagel (R)
	Nebraska
	Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs; Foreign Relations

	The Honorable

Blanche Lincoln (D)*
	Arkansas
	Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry; Finance

	The Honorable

Jim Talent (R)
	Missouri
	Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry; Finance

	The Honorable

Pat Roberts (R)*
	Kansas
	Intelligence (Chairman); Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry; Finance

	* Has visited the Republic of Cuba since 2000


Representatives of United States-based companies are advised to request assistance from members of the “Senate Working Group on Cuba” for issues relating to the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury; Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce; and Office of Cuban Affairs of the United States Department of State.  There is an increasing perception that the bipartisan “Cuba Working Group” of the United States House of Representatives is controlled by left of center members of the Democratic Party; and, thus, there is an issue of effectiveness when seeking their assistance with issues to be determined by officials of the OFAC, BIS, and Office of Cuban Affairs.  

CHAIRMAN OF ALIMPORT SEEKS TO VISIT EIGHT STATES AND WASHINGTON, D.C.- Mr. Pedro Alvarez Borrego, chairman of Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), has requested to visit the following States during a visit to the United States; the city locations are tentative, based upon statements by representatives of United States-based companies:

	Location
	Date

	Florida (Jacksonville, Tampa)
	24 April 2003 to 29 April 2003

	Texas (Houston, Dallas, Austin)
	30 April 2003 to 2 May 2003

	Kansas (Wichita)
	2 May 2003 to 4 May 2003

	California (Sacramento, San Francisco)
	5 May 2003 to 8 May 2003

	North Dakota (Fargo, Bismarck)
	9 May 2003 to 11 May 2003

	Minnesota (Minneapolis, St. Paul)
	11 May 2003 to 13 May 2003

	Indiana (Indianapolis)
	13 May 2003 to 15 May 2003

	Massachusetts (Watertown, Norwell)
	16 May 2003 to 18 May 2003

	Washington, D.C.
	18 May 2003 to 22 May 2003


Mr. Alvarez presented an application to the Consular Division of the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, for a visa to visit the United States from 24 April 2003 through 22 May 2003.  Processing a visa application requires a minimum of eight weeks.  Mr. Alexander Perez Cartaya, a staff assistant in the Commercial Department of Alimport, who would provide translation services and interpretation services for Mr. Alvarez; and Mrs. Maria de la Luz B’Hamel, Director of North America Policy for MINCEX, have also applied for visas to visit the United States.
	In June 2002, the Consular Division of the United States Interests Section rescinded a visa issued to Mr. Alvarez and to Mrs. de la Luz twenty-four hours after having issued the visas.

	In September 2000, the Consular Division of the United States Interests Section issued a visa to Mr. Alvarez, who visited the United States.


The decision by the United States Department of State to deny a visa to Mr. Alvarez in 2002 was based, in part, upon 1) a belief that Mr. Alvarez would include a visit to Washington, D.C., in his itinerary; a visit that would be for the purpose of engaging in lobbying activities, as no United States-based company sourcing agricultural products and food products to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose, has a headquarters in Washington, D.C.  2) a belief that Mr. Alvarez would encourage opportunities to speak with media representatives about United States-Republic of Cuba commercial, economic, and political relations.  3) a belief that a visit by Mr. Alvarez to the United States is not required by Alimport to continue TSRA-related purchases from United States-based companies; verified since Alimport has continued to purchase products from United States-based companies since the visa denial of June 2002.  

	Mrs. de la Luz is unlikely to be issued a visa as the United States Department of State has determined that, as Director- North America Policy, there is no direct commercial (negotiation) role with transactions; thus the role of Mrs. de la Luz is political. 


Officials of the United States Department of State have indicated that Messrs. Alvarez and Perez, will not, at this time, receive visas to visit the United States; and Mrs. de la Luz will not receive a visa to visit the United States.

USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period (Friday to Thursday) 7 March 2003 to 13 March 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding
Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated
Year Ago

	Corn (unmilled)
	24,400 metric tons
	50,000 metric tons
	109,300 metric tons
	74,700 metric tons

	Soybeans
	10,000 metric tons
	45,000 metric tons
	52,900 metric tons
	12,600 metric tons

	Soybean Cake and Meal
	30,000 metric tons
	20,000 metric tons
	63,700 metric tons
	20,500 metric tons

	Soybean Oil
	9,000 metric tons
	-0-
	26,500 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Rough
	29,800 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons
	67,500 metric tons
	16,100 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Milled
	4,800 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons
	20,300 metric tons
	20,100 metric tons

	Totals
	108,600 metric tons
	135,000 metric tons
	340,200 metric tons
	154,000 metric tons


The purchaser of the agricultural commodities is Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).

USDA REPORTS EXPORTS FROM THE U.S. TO CARIBBEAN SEA-AREA COUNTRIES- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., has reported values for agricultural products exported in 2002 from United States-based companies to countries in the Caribbean Sea-area:

	Rank
	Country
	U.S. Dollar Value

	1
	Dominican Republic
	US$542.6 million

	2
	Jamaica
	US$191.1 million

	3
	Haiti
	US$172 million

	4
	Republic of Cuba
	US$138.6 million

	5
	Bahamas
	US$130.2 million

	6
	Trinidad
	US$120.4 million

	7
	Netherlands Antilles
	US$57.2 million

	8
	Bermuda
	US$52 million

	9
	Barbados
	US$41 million

	10
	Cayman Islands
	US$29.3 million

	11
	Aruba
	US$29.2 million

	12
	Guyana
	US$22.5 million

	13
	Belize
	US$19.8 million

	14
	Suriname
	US$17.6 million

	15
	Antigua-Barbuda
	US$12.4 million

	16
	British Virgin Islands
	US$10.5 million

	17
	St. Lucia
	US$8.6 million

	18
	Grenada
	US$6.3 million

	19
	Dominica
	US$5.5 million

	20
	Turks & Caicos Islands
	US$4.1 million

	21
	St. Kitts & Nevis
	US$3.5 million

	22
	Anguilla
	US$2.5 million

	23
	Guadeloupe
	US$1.9 million

	24
	Martinique
	US$1.5 million

	25
	Montserrat
	US$806,535.00

	26
	French Guyana
	US$554,333.00


The Republic of Cuba ranked 50th 226 agricultural product export markets according to the Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., compared to 144th of 226 in 2001 and 226 of 226 in 2000.  The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 was reported in December 2001.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  

BEEF FROM UNITED KINGDOM MAY BE EXPORTED TO CUBA- On 20 March 2003, Branded Welsh Beef was served at a dinner at the Embassy of the United Kingdom in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, hosted by H.E. Paul Hare, Ambassador of the United Kingdom to the Republic of Cuba.  The delivery Branded Welsh Beef was arranged by Ceredigion, Cymru, United Kingdom-based Welsh Lamb & Beef Promotions Ltd.  

	“Welsh Lamb & Beef Promotions Ltd. is a farmer controlled agricultural cooperative of some 7200 members that is dedicated to the promotion and marketing of branded Welsh Lamb and Welsh Beef in target markets at home and abroad.”

	“Branded Welsh Beef will be exported to Havana, Cuba, under a special license, to be served at a Roast Beef Dinner to be held in the British Embassy on Thursday 20th March 2003, reports farmer Co-operative Welsh Lamb & Beef Promotions Ltd.  The event will be hosted by the British Ambassador Mr. Paul Hare, in conjunction with the International Trade Centre, Hull & Humber Chamber of Commerce, [The Chamber].  The Welsh Beef, which is sourced from Welsh farms, will be supplied by St Merryn Foods of Merthyr Tydfil, South Wales.”

	“The Chamber has over the past six months been working in partnership with the Federation of Cuban Chambers of Commerce to encourage bilateral trade between Cuba and the EU and the EU and Cuba.  The project is EU funded.  Consequently an opportunity has arisen for the Chamber supported to lobby the Cuban Government to lift the embargo on the importation of British meat products and livestock genetics.  Through the good offices of the Cuban Chamber of Commerce, Cuba's Chief Veterinarian Dr. Carlos Delgado has agreed to allow samples of British Meat products to be imported to the British Embassy in Havana, for promotional events hosted by the British Ambassador Mr. Paul Hare.  The Welsh Beef will be sampled at a Roast Beef Dinner evening to which decision makers in Cuba and Cuban importers and end users will be invited.  [20.03.03] Cuba in the short term may present problems for our exporters but in the medium and long terms a market of eleven million people cannot be ignored.  Delighted at the opportunity for the Welsh Beef brand, Don Thomas, MD of Welsh Lamb & Beef Promotions states:  ‘This event gives Wales the opportunity to lay down the marker for Welsh Beef, which is gaining in it’s recognition as an international quality brand.  The costs are negligible to support such an event as this; however the longer term opportunity could be significant.’”


Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), has not purchased beef products from United States-based companies, although contracts for the delivery of beef products were signed by Alimport at the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana (Pabexpo) in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, in September 2002.  Although requested to apply to the Consular Division of the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, during the fourth quarter of 2002, meat inspection representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Cuba did not apply for visas to visit the United States until March 2003; the visa application process requires eight weeks.

U.S. GOVERNMENT RESTRICTS TRAVEL BY CUBAN INTERESTS SECTION REPRESENTATIVES- On 10 March 2003, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cuba (MINREX) informed the United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., that representatives of the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, would be required to receive authorization for any travel outside of a 700 square kilometer area (434 square miles) which includes Havana and Havana Province.  Previously, representatives of the United States Interests Section were required to notify MINREX of travel, not receive authorization for travel.  In response, the United States Department of State imposed similar travel-area restrictions on representatives of the Cuban Interests Section in Washington, D.C., who remain authorized to travel without authorization within the confines of the Washington Beltway (a circular highway surrounding Washington, D.C., that includes portions of the State of Maryland and Commonwealth of Virginia); to Washington Dulles International Airport (40 miles from Washington, D.C., in Virginia); and to a discount retail outlet mall in Virginia.
	The United States Department of State denied authorization for two representatives of the Cuban Interests Section to travel to Columbia, South Carolina, to attend a 14 March 2003 event sponsored by the Columbia, South Carolina-based South Carolina Department of Commerce.


H.E. Dr. Fidel Castro Ruz, President of the Republic of Cuba, has indicated that the government of the Republic of Cuba may request that the United States Interests Section cease operations and/or that the number of diplomatic personnel be reduced.  The response by the United States Department of State to such a decision by the government of the Republic of Cuba would be disproportional and asymmetrical; with an expected result including the closure of the Cuban Interests Section and a decrease or cessation of regularly-scheduled charter flights between the United States and the Republic of Cuba.
OFAC ASKED TO REVIEW INVITATION BY MINREX TO ATTEND APRIL 2003 CONFERENCE- The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., has been requested to explain the reason that a reported 600 individuals of Cuban descent subject to United States law who have been invited by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cuba (MINREX) to attend a conference in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, in April 2003, have not been required to obtain a specific license from the OFAC, while representatives of United States-based companies are not permitted to visit the Republic of Cuba without obtaining a specific license from the OFAC; and are not permitted to engage in any activity not specifically authorized in the license from the OFAC.  Please see attached letter to Mr. R. Richard Newcomb, Director of the OFAC.
	Individuals subject to United States law of Cuban descent are permitted, under a general license (no specific license required), one visit to the Republic of Cuba every twelve months for a self-defined humanitarian purpose to visit an immediate family member.

	The OFAC does not authorize an individual subject to United States law visiting the Republic of Cuba for one licensed (general or specific) purpose to engage in activities not specifically included in the OFAC license.


JANUARY 2003 EXPORTS TO CUBA US$16.8 MILLION IN FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of January 2003 was US$16,954,535.00, which US$16,839,261.00 was food products and agricultural products.

	Agricultural product and food product exports to the Republic of Cuba increased 69.68% in January 2003 compared to US$9,923,921 in January 2002.  Some of the January 2003 increase represented delayed deliveries from October 2002, November 2002, and December 2002, resulting from the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana (Pabexpo) in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, in September 2002. 


The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 was reported in December 2001.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, or donated to Republic of Cuba-based entities, including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), faith-based organizations, and healthcare facilities.   

	Reporting Period
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports To Cuba (2003-2001)
	Ranking Based On

Export Markets

	February 2003
	Not Yet Reported
	Not Yet Reported

	January 2003
	US$16,839,261.00
	40th (of 197)

	 Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th (of 226) 

	Total 2001
	US$4,573,930.00
	144th (of 226)

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$160,047,975.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	January 2003
	Year-To-Date

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl(inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Tampa, FL
	US$239,064.00
	US$239,064.00

	0207140010
	Chkn cuts/edbl offl(inc livers), frzn, leg qrtrs
	Mobile, AL*
	US$2,161,412.00
	US$2,161,412.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal(inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Tampa, FL
	US$135,000.00
	US$135,000.00

	0207140050
	Chckn cuts/edbl offal(inc lvrs), frzn, offal
	Mobile, AL*
	US$1,518,890.00
	US$1,518,890.00

	0207270010
	Trky cuts/edbl offl(incl lvrs) frzn, legs w/bone
	Mobile, AL*
	US$17,488.00
	US$17,488.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Tampa, FL
	US$14,900.00
	US$14,900.00

	0407000040
	Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked
	Mobile, AL*
	US$134,580.00
	US$134,580.00

	0713322000
	Small red (adzuki) beans, except seed drd, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	US$45,400.00
	US$45,400.00

	0713333000
	Navy or pea beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Tampa, FL
	US$35,155.00
	US$35,155.00

	0713395010
	Black beans, except seed, dried, shelled
	Mobile, AL*
	US$22,000.00
	US$22,000.00

	0801110000
	Coconuts, desiccated
	Tampa, FL
	US$38,080.00
	US$38,080.00

	0808100000
	Apples, fresh
	Tampa, FL
	US$191,306.00
	US$191,306.00

	0910990000
	Spices, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$36,833.00
	US$36,833.00

	1005902030
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 2 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,218,000.00
	US$1,218,000.00

	1005902035
	Yellow dent corn (maize), U. S. No. 3 except seed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$1,100,273.00
	US$1,100,273.00

	1006309010
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, long grain
	Tampa, FL
	US$7,425.00
	US$7,425.00

	1006309020
	Rice, semi/wholly milled, nesoi, medium grain
	Houston, TX
	US$884,625.00
	US$884,625.00

	1103110020
	Groats and meal of wheat, semolina
	Pembina, ND
	US$33,625.00
	US$33,625.00

	1507100000
	Soybean oil & fractions, crude, wheth/not degummed
	New Orleans, LA
	US$2,412,300.00
	US$2,412,300.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	Tampa, FL
	US$15,574.00
	US$15,574.00

	1507904050
	Soybean oil, fully refined, nt chemically modified
	New Orleans, LA
	US$3,385,260.00
	US$3,385,260.00

	1515290040
	Corn (maize) oil, fully refined, nt chem modified
	Tampa, FL
	US$69,284.00
	US$69,284.00

	1702190000
	Lactose in solid form and lactose syrup, nesoi
	Mobile, AL*
	US$7,904.00
	US$7,904.00

	1902192000
	Pasta no egg uncooked not stuffed or othrwise prep
	Tampa, FL
	US$55,185.00
	US$55,185.00

	2002900060
	Tomato paste
	Tampa, FL
	US$57,451.00
	US$57,451.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Tampa, FL
	US$34,646.00
	US$34,646.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated soft drinks, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$12,312.00
	US$12,312.00

	2202100060
	Waters incl mineral & aerated, swtnd/flavord nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$27,000.00
	US$27,000.00

	2304000000
	Soybean oilcake & oth solid residue, wh/not ground
	New Orleans, LA
	US$2,945,394.00
	US$2,945,394.00

	9802100000
	Commingled food products, donated, relief/charity
	Tampa, FL
	US$9,895.00
	US$9,895.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & pharmaceutical products, donated
	Tampa, FL
	US$6,140.00
	US$6,140.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Tampa, FL
	US$61,350.00
	US$61,350.00

	9802400000
	Articles donated for relief or charity, nesoi
	Miami, FL
	US$20,784.00
	US$20,784.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$16,954,535.00
	US$16,954,535.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping port is Gulfport, Mississippi.


The values do not necessarily include the export of informational materials (defined as books, magazines, music product, television programs, motion pictures, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba to Republic of Cuba nationals which are neither required to be licensed by nor required to be reported to the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., or by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C.

	2003 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	January 2003

	9701100000
	Paintings, drawing and pastels exc of heading 4906
	Miami, FL
	US$27,547.00

	9801001097
	Products Of U.S. Returned After Being Export, NESOI
	Tampa, FL
	US$3,300.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$24,247.00


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN JANUARY 2003- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in January 2003 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	2003 Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of Total U.S. Exports To Cuba

	1
	Soybean Oil
	US$5,813,134.00
	34.52%

	2
	Poultry
	US$4,071,854.00
	24.18%

	3
	Soybean Oil Cake
	US$2,945,394.00
	17.49%

	4
	Corn
	US$2,318,273.00
	13.76%

	5
	Rice
	US$892,050.00
	5.297%

	6
	Apples
	US$191,306.00
	1.136%

	7
	Eggs
	US$149,480.00
	.8876%

	8
	Beans
	US$102,555.00
	.6090%

	9
	Corn Oil
	US$69,284.00
	.4114%

	10
	Tomato Paste
	US$57,451.00
	.3411%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$16,610,781.00
	

	
	10 Largest As % Of January 2003 Exports To Cuba
	98.64%
	


USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period (Friday to Thursday) 28 February 2003 through 6 March 2003 included the following as defined by “Outstanding” (reported by exporters as not yet shipped) and “Accumulated” (total shipped during marketing year for particular agricultural commodity): 

	Product
	Outstanding

This Week
	Outstanding

Year Ago
	Accumulated

This Week
	Accumulated

Year Ago

	Wheat- Hard Red Winter
	5,000 metric tons
	-0-
	64,000 metric tons
	72,300 metric tons

	Corn (unmilled)
	45,000 metric tons
	50,000 metric tons
	88,300 metric tons
	74,700 metric tons

	Soybeans
	5,000 metric tons
	45,000 metric tons
	52,900 metric tons
	12,600 metric tons

	Soybean Cake and Meal
	25,000 metric tons
	20,000 metric tons
	63,700 metric tons
	20,500 metric tons

	Soybean Oil
	9,000 metric tons
	-0-
	26,500 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Rough
	29,800 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons
	67,500 metric tons
	16,100 metric tons

	Rice- Long Grain Milled
	4,800 metric tons
	5,000 metric tons
	20,300 metric tons
	20,100 metric tons

	Totals
	123,600 metric tons
	130,000 metric tons
	383,200 metric tons
	226,300 metric tons


The purchaser of the agricultural commodities is Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).

USDA REPORTS GLOBAL WHEAT AND RICE IMPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that the Republic of Cuba imported the following values (in metric tons) of wheat (June/June Marketing Year) and rice (Calendar Year) from sources worldwide:

	Product
	2002/03

11 March
	2002/03

11 February
	2001/02

11 March
	2001/02

11 February
	2000/01
	1999/00
	1998/99

	Wheat
	1,000,000 mt
	1,000,000 mt
	1,100,000 mt
	1,100,000 mt
	963,000 mt
	1,119,000 mt
	977,000 mt

	Rice
	431,000 mt
	415,000 mt
	481,000 mt
	538,000 mt
	538,000 mt
	600,000 mt
	600,000 mt


CONTRADICTIONS REGARDING 2003 TSRA PRODUCT IMPORTS BY CUBA- A member of the United States House of Representatives who visited the Republic of Cuba from 7 March 2003 to 11 March 2003 has reported a value for projected 2003 exports to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose, which is more than the value of all agricultural products and food products imported from all countries to the Republic of Cuba in 2002.

	The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R- Missouri, 8th District), a member of the United States House of Representatives, who is a member of the Committee on Appropriations; and a member of the Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, FDA and Related Agencies, reported that H.E. Dr. Fidel Castro Ruz, President of the Republic of Cuba, confirmed that Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), would purchase (on behalf of Republic of Cuba government-operated entities) approximately US$1 billion in TSRA-authorized products in 2003.  According to Representative Emerson, “Fidel promised they were planning to buy close to $1 billion of commodities and processed food.”  

	Representatives of the government of the Republic of Cuba have been reported as confirming that Alimport would purchase US$400 million in TSRA-authorized products in 2003.

	Representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cuba have been reported as confirming that Alimport would purchase in 2003 approximately the same value of TSRA-authorized product as purchased in 2002.  Alimport purchased (not including transportation, insurance, and transaction costs) US$138,634,784.00 in TSRA-authorized products in 2002.

	In June 2002, Mr. Pedro Alvarez Borrego, Chairman of Alimport, reported that Alimport would purchase US$165 million in TSRA-authorized products in 2002 and expected to purchase US$230 million in TSRA-authorized products in 2003.  


The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., has reported partial 2002 data (January through September) for agricultural products and food products imported by the Republic of Cuba; and using the data, total 2002 values are projected to be at least US$452,387,089.00, of which agricultural products and food products valued at US$138,634,784.00 were sourced from United States-based companies.    

	Year
	USDA Estimates Of Agricultural Product Imports By The Republic Of Cuba

	2002
	US$452,387,089.00 (estimate)

	2001
	US$538,894,180.00

	2000
	US$542,920,000.00

	1999
	US$590,253,000.00

	1998
	US$613,146,000.00

	1997
	US$597,709,000.00

	1996
	US$623,406,000.00

	1995
	US$546,257,000.00


The FAS reported that the value of agriculture product imports reported by Alimport is generally more than the value of agriculture products reported as exported to the Republic of Cuba by other countries during the period 2002-1995.  The definition of agriculture is based on the USDA’s definition and is somewhat different from others in that neither cigarettes nor distilled spirits are included (NOTE: The government of the Republic of Cuba reported beverage imports of US$16 million in 2001).  The FAS data is compiled from public private sector and public sector sources, including the New York, New York-based United Nations (UN) Statistical Office; and is based upon what countries report that was exported (on an FOB basis or FAS basis, transportation costs are not included) to the Republic of Cuba, rather than what the Republic of Cuba reports was imported from other countries.  Thus, the values provided by the USDA are FOB and exclude transportation charges, which are generally included in import statistics collected by importing governments, such as the government of the Republic of Cuba.  Commodity prices have fluctuated during the last several years, thus Alimport has generally purchased a relative constant quantity of agricultural products, although the overall expenditures may have decreased.
ITS REPLACED BY ALIMPORT AS U.S. INSPECTORS FOR TSRA EXPORTS TO CUBA- In January 2003, Republic of Cuba government-operated Cuba Control S.A. and Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), replaced London, United Kingdom-based Intertek Testing Services (ITS; 2002 revenues approximately US$500 million) which had provided agricultural product inspections and food product inspections for exports to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	London, United Kingdom-based Caleb Brett, a wholly-owned subsidiary of ITS, has a representation agreement with Republic of Cuba government-operated Cubacontrol S.A. (under the auspice of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of the Republic of Cuba).  Cubacontrol S.A. provides inspection and laboratory services; custom brokerage; freight forwarding; and security services.  Caleb Brett has its agricultural commodity headquarters for The Americas in Webster, Texas, and has offices providing quality and quantity certification services for agricultural products in Metairie, Louisiana, and in Essington, Pennsylvania.  ITS has operated within the Republic of Cuba since 1966; and in 1997 established an office in the city of Havana.  ITS reported that gross revenues from operations within the Republic of Cuba in 2000 were approximately US$2 million.  ITS reports that the company certifies the quality and quantity of 50% of all products entering the Republic of Cuba and that the company certifies the quality and the quantity of 95% of all products entering the Republic of Cuba from Canada.  A primary client of ITS was Alimport.


ITS/Caleb Brett instructed company offices worldwide to cease all inspections on behalf of Republic of Cuba government-operated Cuba Control S.A. and Alimport.  The decision by ITS/Caleb Brett was a result of legal counsel indicating that the company could be subject to sanctions by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., due to commercial transactions with Republic of Cuba government-operated entities and that ITA/Caleb Brett contracts which related to agencies of the United States government could be jeopardized by the company having commercial transactions with Republic of Cuba government-operated entities.

	Geneva, Switzerland-based Cotecna Inspection S.A. which had previously provided inspection services on the European continent for Alimport, has replaced ITS/Caleb Brett as the United States-based representative for Alimport.  Since January 2003, Cotecna Inspection Inc., has completed approximately twelve production facility inspections in the United States.

	For information, please contact: Mr. Eduardo Diaz, Industrial & Commercial Department, Cotecna Inspection Inc., Telephone: (305) 828-8141 ext. 247; Facsimile: (305) 827-0558; E-mail: Eduardo.diaz@cotecnausa.com; Internet: http://www.cotecna.com


“Cotecna/Omic Group is a unique joint-venture operation between a prime Swiss company, Cotecna Inspection S.A. of Geneva, Switzerland and a first class Japanese company, Overseas Merchandise Inspection Co Ltd of Tokyo Japan, (Omic).  On a global basis, COTECNA has responsibility for operations in Europe, North and South America, Africa and Australasia, while Omic has responsibility for the Far East and Asia.  While both Cotecna and Omic have been involved in the field of commercial inspections the Group has concentrated principally on Pre-Shipment Inspection (PSI) services for Foreign Governments with the main objectives of achieving : 1) correct valuation and Customs classification of goods to be imported in the client country through a physical inspection of goods in the country of export, thereby ensuring a potential increase in Customs receipts and 2) improving facilitation of trade, through implementation of the Green Channel concept for FCL containers arriving in the country of import with Cotecna/Omic container seals intact, thereby speeding up clearance of goods which have been inspected and correctly valued attracting foreign investment through evidence of sound protection of local industry transfer of technology to the local Customs services.  The Group has some 2,000 full-time employees with approximately 2,000 contracted experts, totaling 4,000 personnel in 150 offices in 100 countries word-wide.” 
MEMBER ADVISORY: United States-based companies receiving invitations to visit the Republic of Cuba for commercial purposes that include the use of a license issued by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., to Queens, New York-based Americans For Humanitarian Trade with Cuba (AHTC) are advised to not accept the invitation as the organization seems to be engaging in secondary market use of its license from the OFAC, which is specifically prohibited by the OFAC.  At least one United States-based consultant has engaged in this type of secondary market activity.  The OFAC will issue licenses directly to United States-based companies for the purpose of engaging in commerce-related travel transactions within the Republic of Cuba.

EIGHT MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS VISIT CUBA- The following members of the United States House of Representatives are scheduled to visit the Republic of Cuba in 7 March 2003 to 11 March 2003. 

	The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R- Missouri, 8th District), a member of the United States House of Representatives, who is a member of the Committee on Appropriations; and a member of the Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, FDA and Related Agencies.  

	The Honorable Dennis Rehberg (R- Montana, At Large), a member of the United States House of Representatives, who is a member of the Committee on Agriculture; and a member of the Subcommittee on Department Operations, Oversight, Nutrition and Forestry; Subcommittee on General Farm Commodities and Risk Management; and Subcommittee on Specialty Crops and Foreign Agricultural Programs.

	The Honorable C.L. “Butch” Otter (R- Idaho, 1st District), a member of the United States House of Representatives, who is a member of the Energy and Commerce Committee; and a member of the Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protection.

	The Honorable Jeff Flake (R- Arizona, 6th District), a member of the United States House of Representatives, who is a member of the International Relations Committee.

	The Honorable John Tanner (D- Tennessee, 8th District), a member of the United States House of Representatives, who is a member of the Ways and Means Committee; and a member of the Subcommittee on Trade.

	The Honorable Nita M. Lowey (D- New York, 18th District), a member of the United States House of Representatives, who is a member of the Committee on Appropriations; and the Ranking Minority Member of the Subcommittee on Foreign Operations, Export Financing and Related Programs.

	The Honorable Dennis Moore (D- Kansas, 3rd District), a member of the United States House of Representatives, who is a member of the Budget Committee.

	The Honorable William D. Delahunt (D- Massachusetts, 10th District), a member of the United States House of Representatives, who is a member of the International Relations Committee; and a member of the Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere Affairs.


GOVERNOR OF IOWA MAY VISIT CUBA- The Honorable Thomas Vilsack (D), governor of the State of Iowa, is considering a visit to the Republic of Cuba in May 2003, at the invitation of Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX).

	The Honorable Jesse Ventura (I), governor of the State of Minnesota, visited the Republic of Cuba in 2002; The Honorable John Hoeven (R), governor of the State of North Dakota, visited the Republic of Cuba in 2002; and The Honorable George Ryan (R), governor of the State of Illinois, visited the Republic of Cuba in 2002 and in 1999.


PORT OF MOBILE, ALABAMA, BECOMES 10th TRANSIT POINT FOR TSRA EXPORTS TO CUBA- On 3 March 2003, the Alabama State Docks located in Mobile, Alabama, became the tenth port facility in the United States to process exports (25,000 metric tons of soybeans valued at approximately US$3 million) to the Republic of Cuba (Santiago de Cuba, 840 kilometers east of the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba) under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis or with non-United States-origin financing) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  

	Vessels transported agricultural products and food products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba through the following ports in 2002: Beaumont, Texas; Freeport, Texas; Galveston, Texas; Houston, Texas; Lake Charles, Louisiana; Gulfport, Mississippi; Pascagoula, Mississippi; Jacksonville, Florida; Manatee, Florida.  The Miami International Airport in Miami, Florida, has also processed TSRA-authorized product exports (livestock; product samples) for shipment (air cargo) from the United States to the Republic of Cuba. 


In 2002, approximately 875,000 metric tons of agricultural products and food products were delivered on eighty-three vessels and three cargo aircraft (livestock; product samples) to the Republic of Cuba.  The agricultural products and food products were sourced from thirty-four states.  

MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE DELEGATION VISITS CUBA WITH OFAC LICENSE- A delegation of representatives of the Jefferson City, Missouri-based Missouri Department of Agriculture representatives of Missouri-based companies will visit the Republic of Cuba from 10 March 2003 to 13 March 2003.  Each participant obtained a license issued by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C.  The delegation includes: 

	Mr. Lowell Mohler, Director, Missouri Department of Agriculture; Mr. Peter Hofherr, Deputy Director, Missouri Department of Agriculture; and Ms. Carol Brunnert, Coordinator- International Marketing Program, Missouri Department of Agriculture.

	Mr. Bob Fernandez, Export Operations Director, Bunge Foods; Products include:  Oils, animal and vegetable shortening, bakery mixes, and fruit fillings.  End users are users of oils, shortening, lard, and bakery mixes.

	Mr. Frank Plescia, Senior Director, State & Local Government Affairs, Monsanto Company; Products include:  Seed, biotechnology traits and herbicides to improve agricultural production and food quality.  End users are agricultural producers (growers), seed producers, and
dealers.

	Mr. Paul T. Combs, Riceland Foods; Products include:  premium quality American-grown long grain milled, parboiled long grain, medium grain milled and brown rice.  End users:  food service, industrial, and retail sector.

	Mr. Fred Stemme, Director, Communications and Marketing, Missouri Corn Growers Association; Products include:  hard endosperm/food-grade corn (used in making masa, tortilla chips, and snack foods), high starch corn, non-GMO corn, and white corn (cereals, corn-based snack foods, tortillas, etc.).  End uses are in dry milling, wet milling, food and industrial products, as well as energy products (for example ethanol).

	Mr. Britton Ferrell, Advisory Director, Missouri Food & Fiber; Products include:  identity preserved grains and fiber, including soybeans, corn, wheat, sorghum, cotton, and rice.  End users: millers, food manufacturers, animal feed producers, etc.

	The Missouri Department of Agriculture will be representing Missouri’s wine industry, David Sherman Corporation, and Ralston Foods.


USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 21 February 2003 through 27 February 2003 included: 36,300 metric tons of rice and 10,500 metric tons of soybean cake and meal.  

	The purchaser of the agricultural commodities was Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba.


STATE-BY-STATE RANKING OF 2002 U.S. EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., has provided the following data with respect to the address (zip code) location of United States-based companies (not necessarily the origin of the products) that exported products (agricultural products, food products, healthcare products, informational materials, donated products, United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, etc.) to the Republic of Cuba in 2002:

	State
	Naics Code
	Exported Product
	2002 U.S. Dollar Value
	2002 Ranking

	Arkansas
	111
	Agricultural Products
	US$7,396,093.00
	5

	California
	111
	Agricultural Products
	US$1,630,464.00
	10

	Connecticut
	111
	Agricultural Products
	US$6,763,750.00
	6

	District of Columbia
	323
	Printed Matter and Related Products
	US$2,900.00
	25

	Florida
	111
	Agricultural Products
	US$28,975,573.00
	2

	Georgia
	112
	Livestock and Livestock Products
	US$9,988,409.00
	3

	Illinois
	111
	Agricultural Products
	US$68,633,115.00
	1

	Indiana
	311
	Food and Kindred Products
	US$1,775,292.00
	9

	Louisiana
	311
	Food and Kindred Products
	US$74,061.00
	20

	Massachusetts
	311
	Food and Kindred Products
	US$1,597,999.00
	11

	Maryland
	112
	Livestock and Livestock Products
	US$995,849.00
	12

	Michigan
	111
	Agricultural Products
	US$52,000.00
	21

	Minnesota
	111
	Agricultural Products
	US$2,719,653.00
	7

	North Carolina
	311
	Food and Kindred Products
	US$100,022.00
	19

	North Dakota
	111
	Agricultural Products
	US$17,178.00
	23

	Nebraska
	311
	Food and Kindred Products
	US$169,683.00
	17

	New Jersey
	311
	Food and Kindred products
	US$1,942,664.00
	8

	New York
	111
	Agricultural Products
	US$306,493.00
	15

	Ohio
	111
	Agricultural Products
	US$9,701,025.00
	4

	Puerto Rico
	111
	Agricultural Products
	US$845,610.00
	13

	South Carolina
	331
	Primary Metal Manufacturing
	US$212,539.00
	16

	Tennessee
	336
	Transportation Equipment
	US$39,671.00
	22

	Texas
	323
	Printed Matter and Related Products
	US$5,032.00
	24

	Virginia
	334
	Computer and Electronic Products
	US$137,245.00
	18

	Washington
	111
	Agricultural Products
	US$313,791.00
	14

	Total
	
	
	US$144,396,111.00
	


CHAIRMAN OF ALIMPORT APPLIES FOR VISA TO VISIT THE UNITED STATES IN APRIL 2003- Mr. Pedro Alvarez Borrego, chairman of Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), has presented an application to the Consular Division of the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, for a visa to visit the United States during the week of 21 April 2003, as the visa application process requires a minimum of eight weeks.  Ms. Yaili Escobar Rodriguez, a staff assistant in the Commercial Department of Alimport, who would provide translation services and interpretation services for Mr. Alvarez; and Mrs. Maria de la Luz B’Hamel, Director of North America Policy for MINCEX, have also applied for visas to visit the United States.
	In June 2002, the Consular Division of the United States Interests Section rescinded a visa issued to Mr. Alvarez and to Mrs. de la Luz twenty-four hours after having issued a visa to Mr. Alvarez and Mrs. de la Luz.

	In September 2000, the Consular Division of the United States Interests Section issued a visa to Mr. Alvarez, who visited the United States.


The decision by the United States Department of State to deny a visa to Mr. Alvarez in 2002 was based, in part, upon 1) a belief that Mr. Alvarez would include a visit to Washington, D.C., in his itinerary; a visit that would be for the purpose of engaging in lobbying activities, as no United States-based company sourcing agricultural products and food products to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose, has a headquarters in Washington, D.C.  2) a belief that Mr. Alvarez would encourage opportunities to speak with media representatives about United States-Republic of Cuba commercial, economic, and political relations.  3) a belief that a visit by Mr. Alvarez to the United States is not required by Alimport to continue TSRA-related purchases from United States-based companies; verified since Alimport has continued to purchase products from United States-based companies since the visa denial of June 2002.  

	Mrs. de la Luz is unlikely to be issued a visa as the United States Department of State has determined that, as Director- North America Policy, there is no direct commercial role in transaction negotiations; and, thus, the role of Mrs. de la Luz is political. 


SENATOR HARKIN CONSIDERING LEGISLATION FOR AGRICULTURAL AND FARMSTEAD EQUIPMENT- The Honorable Tom Harkin (D- Iowa), a member of the United States Senate who is the Ranking Minority Member of the Committee on Agriculture, is considering the introduction of an amendment to the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 that would authorize the export of agricultural and farmstead equipment from the United States to countries included within current provisions the TSRA: Republic of Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, North Korea, Sudan, and Syria.  One provision of the TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  The genesis of the interest by Senator Harkin derives from an Iowa-based company contacting Senator Harkin upon receipt of an inquiry to export agricultural equipment to Sudan.  The text of a draft of the amendment follows:

	To promote the export of agricultural supplies.  Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

	SECTION 1. AGRICULTURAL SUPPLIES.

	Section 902(1) of Public Law 106–387 is amended by striking ‘‘has the meaning’’ and all that follows and inserting ‘‘means an agricultural commodity (as defined in section 102 of the Agricultural Trade Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C. 5602) and an agricultural supply (as defined in 8 section 3.7(b)(4) of the Farm Credit Act of 1971 (12 U.S.C. 2128(b)(4)).’’ 


An increasing number of Members of the United States Congress, representatives of United States-based agricultural organizations, and representatives of United States-based companies are supporting executive branch consideration and legislative branch consideration to authorize the export of agricultural and farmstead equipment from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, on a cash-only basis or with non-United States-origin financing.  

	The Honorable George W. Bush, President of the United States, can issue an executive order to authorize the export of agricultural and farmstead equipment from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


The definition of “agricultural and farmstead equipment” was determined in consultation with the St. Louis, Missouri-based Farm Equipment Manufacturers Association (FEMA) and the Milwaukee, Wisconsin-based Association of Equipment Manufacturers (AEM).  The authorization to export of agricultural and farmstead equipment from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, on a cash-only basis or with non-United States-origin financing, would be similar to the TSRA.  The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., determined that the TSRA authorizes foreign subsidiaries (not branches) of United States-based financial institutions to provide financing for exports to the Republic of Cuba and authorizes non-United States-based financial institutions to provide financing for exports to the Republic of Cuba.  Agricultural and farmstead equipment is manufactured/assembled in more than thirty states of the United States.  The two largest manufacturers of agricultural and farmstead equipment in the United States are: 

	Lake Forest, Illinois-based Case New Holland, Inc. (2002 revenues US$9.7 billion) agricultural products are sold under the Case IH, New Holland and Steyr brands.  Case New Holland, Inc., (CNH) has manufacturing/assembly facilities in the following locations: Belleville, Pennsylvania (Construction Equipment, Hay Tools); Benson, Minnesota (Agricultural Sprayers); Burlington, Iowa (Construction Equipment); Dublin, Georgia (Tractors); East Moline, Illinois (Combines and Cotton Pickers); Fargo, North Dakota (Tractors, Planters, Air Seeders, Construction Equipment); Goodfield, Illinois (Agricultural Soil Management Implements); Grand Island, Nebraska (Combines, Hay and Forage Equipment); New Holland, Pennsylvania (Hay and Forage Equipment); Racine, Wisconsin (Tractors and Components); and Wichita, Kansas (Construction Equipment).  The company has research and development facilities in Burr Ridge, Illinois (Tractors and Components); Goodfield, Illinois (Agricultural Soil Management); and in New Holland, Pennsylvania (Hay and Forage Equipment).  The company also has a 50-50 joint venture, Consolidated Diesel Company (Rocky Mount, North Carolina), with Cummins Engine Company to provide a low cost source for the diesel engines used in many product lines.

	Moline, Illinois-based Deere & Company (2002 revenues US$13 billion) agricultural products are manufactured/assembled in the following locations: Moline, Illinois; Thibodaux, Louisiana; Des Moines, Iowa; Coon Rapids, Minnesota; Ottumwa, Iowa; Urbandale, Iowa; Waterloo, Iowa; Fargo, North Dakota; Alpharetta, Georgia; Grovetown, Georgia; Charlotte, North Carolina; Cary, North Carolina; Raleigh, North Carolina; Rock Hill, South Carolina; Greenville, Tennessee; Horicon, Wisconsin; Loudon, Tennessee; Davenport, Iowa; Kernersville, North Carolina; and Dubuque, Iowa. 


	State
	Members Of United States Senate From CNH/Deere & Company States

	Georgia
	The Honorable Zell Miller (D); The Honorable Saxby Chambliss (R)

	Illinois
	The Honorable Richard J. Durbin (D); The Honorable Peter G. Fitzgerald

	Iowa
	The Honorable Charles Grassley (R); The Honorable Tom Harkin (D)

	Kansas
	The Honorable Sam Brownback (R); The Honorable Pat Roberts (R)

	Louisiana
	The Honorable John B. Breaux (D); The Honorable Mary L. Landrieu (D)

	Minnesota
	The Honorable Mark Dayton (R); The Honorable Norm Coleman (R)

	Nebraska
	The Honorable Chuck Hagel (R); The Honorable Ben Nelson (D)

	North Carolina
	The Honorable John Edwards (D); The Honorable Elizabeth H. Dole (R)

	North Dakota
	The Honorable Kent Conrad (D); The Honorable Byron L. Dorgan (D)

	Pennsylvania
	The Honorable Arlen Specter (R); The Honorable Rick Santorum (R)

	South Carolina
	The Honorable Ernest F. Hollings (D); The Honorable Lindsey Graham (R)

	Tennessee
	The Honorable Bill Frist (R); The Honorable Lamar Alexander (R)

	Wisconsin
	The Honorable Herb Kohl (D); The Honorable Russell D. Feingold (D)


Agricultural products currently produced in the Republic of Cuba include, but are not limited to, oranges, grapefruit, sugar, tobacco, rice, dairy, tropical fruits, and vegetables.  These agricultural products have been cultivated in the Republic of Cuba for generations; with some of the production used for distribution to the 11.2 million citizens of the Republic of Cuba, some of the production used within the tourism industry (which had 1,683,714 visitors in 2002), and some of the production exported.  Not in the interest of United States-based companies that the Republic of Cuba either become self-sufficient in agricultural product production and food product production or increase their competitiveness in export markets.  Not in the interest of United States-based companies that the Republic of Cuba perceive United States-based companies (and agricultural organizations) as obstacles to maintaining (and increasing) existing agricultural product production and food product production within the Republic of Cuba.

	According to a senior-level executive of a United States-based company that has exported agricultural products to the Republic of Cuba, “There are certain crops that they [the Republic of Cuba] produce and will not stop producing, so let’s sell them equipment.  If they believe U.S. companies and U.S. farmers are only in this for ourselves- seeking to prevent equipment exports because we don’t want them to feed themselves or create exports, which, but the way, can help them buy more from us in the long run, then we’ll find that Cuba shifts from being a friendly importer to being a lost customer.”   


2003 OMNIBUS LAW INCLUDES DIRECTION REGARDING USDA TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS- The Conference Report (joint explanatory statement of managers) on the Consolidated Appropriations Resolution of the 2003 Omnibus Appropriations legislation, approved by the United States House of Representatives and the United States Senate, and then signed into law by The Honorable George W. Bush, President of the United States, included the following instructions:

	“International trade.--In past years the Department has attempted to pursue enhancements for international trade activities that fall more appropriately under the jurisdiction of the Commerce Department's International Trade Administration, and in particular under the jurisdiction of the United States and Foreign Commercial Service. The conference agreement does not include funding for any new initiatives with regard to expansion of international trade activities. In addition, the conferees expect that the Department will not unnecessarily impede any legal and appropriate technical discussions between the United States Department of Agriculture and Cuba's Agriculture ministry regarding health standard certifications for agricultural products exported from the United States to Cuba.” 


In 2002, The Honorable Jose E. Serrano (D- New York), a member of the United States House of Representatives, contacted the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council to inquire as to what challenges, if any, existed for United States-based companies at the time relating to the implementation of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  

	Representative Serrano is a member of the Committee on Appropriations of the United States House of Representatives; and Ranking Minority Member of the Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, State, the Judiciary and Related Agencies of the Committee on Appropriations.


The U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council informed Representative Serrano of the following: The United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., would not authorize representatives of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to directly communicate with representatives of Republic of Cuba government-operated entities with respect to the development of health certification protocols for agricultural products (poultry, meat, dairy, livestock, etc.); correspondence (including facsimile, e-mail, etc.) from the USDA is required to be routed through the Office of Cuban Affairs of the United States Department of State which, in turn, forwards the correspondence to the Republic of Cuba.    

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE RESPONDS ABOUT LIMITED DIRECT CORRESPONDENT BANKING- On 12 February 2003, Mr. Kevin Whitaker, Coordinator- Office of Cuban Affairs at the United States Department of State in Washington, D.C., responded to 27 January 2003 correspondence from Mr. John S. Kavulich II, President of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, to The Honorable Colin Powell, Secretary of State of the United States, regarding the re-authorization of limited direct correspondent banking between the United States and the Republic of Cuba.  Mr. R. Richard Newcomb, Director- Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., has not responded to 27 January 2003 correspondence from Mr. Kavulich.  The complete text of Mr. Whitaker’s letter is attached, however a relevant portion follows: 

	“…. Payments by the Cuban government for these agricultural commodities appear, to date, to have been efficiently and safely handled by the financial institutions involved.  In addition, the Department has not received any indications that the lack of direct correspondent banks is affecting the fundamental economics of these transactions.”  


As members of the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council have shared an opinion contrary to the assertions of Mr. Whitaker, the following address information may be of value:

Mr. Kevin Whitaker

Coordinator

Office of Cuban Affairs

United States Department of State

Washington, D.C.  20520

Telephone: (202) 647-9273

Facsimile: (202) 736-4476

E-mail: WhitakerKM@state.gov
Mr. R. Richard Newcomb

Director

Office of Foreign Assets Control

United States Department of the Treasury

Washington, D.C.  20220

Telephone: (202) 622-2480

Facsimile: (202) 622-1657

E-mail: sabina.kook@do.treas.gov

	Representatives of United States-based companies, representatives of United States-based organizations, and Members of the United States Congress are requesting that the OFAC re-authorize limited direct correspondent banking between the United States and the Republic of Cuba for transactions permitted by the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (cash only or non-United States-origin financing) export of agricultural products and food products to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose; and for transactions permitted by the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992, which re-authorized the direct commercial (cash only or non-United States-origin financing) export of healthcare products, with restrictions upon use (products may not be re-exported, used in torture, used for biotechnological research, or used for services which must be paid for in U.S. Dollars).     

	The proposed type of limited direct correspondent banking would require that all fund transfers originating in the Republic of Cuba be received by the United States-based financial institution designated by the United States-based company in advance of the loading of products to be exported to the Republic of Cuba.  A purpose of the proposed type of limited direct correspondent banking is to eliminate risk to United States-based companies.  

	The re-authorization of limited direct correspondent banking will decrease from approximately 72 hours to approximately 24 hours the time within which United States-based companies receive payments for products exported to the Republic of Cuba.   

	The re-authorization of limited direct correspondent banking will decrease transaction costs (bank fees, facsimile fees, overnight courier services, etc.) for United States-based companies associated with exports to the Republic of Cuba. 


USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 14 February 2003 through 20 February 2003 included: 4,100 metric tons of rice.  

	The purchaser of the agricultural commodities was Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba.


SENATOR CONRAD FROM NORTH DAKOTA VISITS CUBA- The Honorable Kent Conrad (D- North Dakota), a member of the United States Senate, visited the Republic of Cuba from 19 February 2003 to 22 February 2003.  Accompanying Senator Conrad will be Mr. Robert L. Carlson, president of the Jamestown, North Dakota-based North Dakota Farmers Union.  The Honorable Byron Dorgan (D- North Dakota), a member of the United States Senate, visited the Republic of Cuba in 1999.  

	Senator Conrad is a member of the following committees of the United States Senate: Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry; Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Production and Price Competitiveness; Subcommittee on Forestry, Conservation and Rural Revitalization; Subcommittee on Marketing, Inspection and Product Promotion; Committee on Budget, Ranking Member; Committee on Finance; Ranking member, Subcommittee on Taxation and IRS Oversight; Subcommittee on Long-Term Growth and Debt Reduction; Subcommittee on International Trade; Committee on Indian Affairs.


The visit of Senator Conrad follows visits in 2002 to the Republic of Cuba by The Honorable John Hoeven (R), Governor of the State of North Dakota; The Honorable Jack Dalrymple, Lieutenant Governor of the State of North Dakota; The Honorable Roger Johnson, Commissioner of Agriculture of the State of North Dakota; and visits by representatives of the Fargo, North Dakota-based North Dakota Farm Bureau, which is the most active and successful of the state farm bureaus in promoting agricultural product and food product exports to the Republic of Cuba, based upon expenditures of resources equated with monetary value for companies located in the state.  Lieutenant Governor Dalrymple, Commissioner Johnson, and representatives of the North Dakota Farm Bureau attended the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana (Pabexpo) in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from Thursday 26 September 2002 through Monday, 30 September 2002.  

	A result of the 2002 visit to the Republic of Cuba by Governor Hoeven, which was coordinated by the North Dakota Farm Bureau, was an agreement valued at approximately US$2 million by Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba, to purchase the following products from North Dakota-based companies: 5,000 metric tons of field peas (green or yellow); 4,000 metric tons of malting barley (for beer production); 500 metric tons of lentils; and 500 metric tons of chickpeas (garbanzo).  Also in 2002, prior to the visit by Governor Hoeven, Alimport purchased 2,000 metric tons, of dried green peas, valued at approximately US$520,000.00, from North Dakota-based companies. 


TEN LARGEST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORTS TO CUBA IN 2002- The following are the ten largest (U.S. Dollar value) agricultural product exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba in 2002 under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose

	2002 Ranking
	Product
	U.S. Dollar Value
	% Of Total U.S. Exports To Cuba

	1
	Wheat
	US$22,788,519.00
	16.43%

	2
	Corn
	US$22,738,930.00
	16.40%

	3
	Poultry
	US$21,632,287.00
	15.60%

	4
	Soybean Oil
	US$21,438,199.00
	15.46%

	5
	Soybeans
	US$20,922,283.00
	15.09%

	6
	Soybean Oil Cake
	US$19,281,467.00
	13.90%

	7
	Rice
	US$6,266,281.00
	4.51%

	8
	Calcium Hydrogenorthophosphate
	US$1,000,725.00
	.721%

	9
	Eggs
	US$766,559.00
	.552%

	10
	Lard
	US$428,000.00
	.308%

	
	Total Value Of 10 Largest Exports To Cuba
	US$137,263,250.00
	

	
	Total U.S. Exports To Cuba In 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	

	
	10 Largest As % Of 2002 Exports To Cuba
	99.11%
	


Decatur, Illinois-based Archer Daniels Midland Company (2002 revenues approximately US$22.5 billion) reported agricultural product exports valued at US$70 million to the Republic of Cuba in 2002, ranking first amongst all United States-based companies exporting agricultural products and food products to the Republic of Cuba in 2002.

DECEMBER 2002 EXPORTS TO CUBA US$8.3 MILLION IN FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of December 2002 was US$8,494,897.00 of which US$8,315,934.00 was food products and agricultural products.  The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 was reported in December 2001.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  NOTE:  Some of the non-consumable products exported to the Republic of Cuba are for use by the United States Interests Section in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba.   

	Reporting Month
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports To Cuba (2002-2001)
	2002 Monthly Ranking Based On

Ranking By 226 Export Markets

	December 2002
	US$8,315,934.00
	58th 

	November 2002
	US$20,814,160.00
	39th 

	October 2002
	US$3,996,542.00
	75th 

	September 2002
	US$14,131,180.00
	41st 

	August 2002
	US$10,727,270.00
	52nd 

	July 2002
	US$8,480,416.00
	57th

	June 2002
	US$17,943,951.00
	41st

	May 2002
	US$5,910,431.00
	55th

	April 2002
	US$17,770,491.00
	32nd

	March 2002
	US$8,068,623.00
	57th

	February 2002
	US$13,731,785.00
	45th

	January 2002
	US$9,658,659.00
	52nd

	        Total 2002
	US$138,634,784.00
	50th 

	December 2001
	US$4,573,930.00
	144th

	Total 2001
	US$4,573,930.00
	144th

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$143,208,714.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	December 2002 United States Exports (sold and donated) To The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	December 2002
	2002

	0102100020
	Bovine Animals Live, Purebred Breeding Dairy Female
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$3,100.00

	0203292000
	Meat of Swine, NESOI, Processed, Frozen
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$43,158.00
	US$91,458.00

	0206220000
	Livers Of Bovine Animals, Edible, Frozen
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$62,186.00
	US$137,167.00

	0206220000
	Livers Of Bovine Animals, Edible, Frozen
	Houston, Texas
	
	US$25,093.00

	0207120040
	Chickens, NESOI, Not Cut In Pieces, Frozen
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$172,063.00

	0207140010
	Chicken Cuts/Edbl Offl (Incl Livers), Frzn, Leg Qrtrs
	Tampa, Florida
	US$755,491.00
	US$2,539,808.00

	0207140010
	Chicken Cuts/Edbl Offl (Incl Livers), Frzn, Leg Qrtrs
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$1,537,187.00
	US$15,480,041.00

	0207140010
	Chicken Cuts/Edbl Offl (Incl Livers), Frzn, Leg Qrtrs
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	US$1,533,209.00
	US$1,533,209.00

	0207140025
	Chicken Cuts/Edbl Offl (Incl Livers), Frzn, Legs Ex Qrtrs
	Tampa, Florida
	US$50,630.00
	US$50,630.00

	0207140025
	Chicken Cuts/Edbl Offl (Incl Livers), Frzn, Legs Ex Qrtrs
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$80,826.00

	0207140050
	Chicken Cuts/Edbl Offl (Incl Livers), Frzn, Offal
	Tampa, Florida
	US$48,000.00
	US$48,000.00

	0207140050
	Chicken Cuts/Edbl Offl (Incl Livers), Frzn, Offal
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$32,890.00

	0207140090
	Chicken Cuts/Edbl Offl (Incl Livers), Frzn, Others
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$1,396,374.00

	0207270010
	Trky Cuts/Edbl Offl (Incl Livers), Frzn, Legs W/Bone
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$42,153.00
	US$298,446.00

	0403900000
	Buttermilk/Kephir/Curdled Fermntd Acidfd Mlk & Crm
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$4,060.00

	0405100000
	Butter
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$50,652.00

	0406909550
	Cheese, Including Mixtures, NESOI
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$2,750.00

	0407000040
	Birds’ Eggs, In Shell, Fresh, Preserved Or Cooked
	Tampa, Florida
	US$138,799.00
	US$331,619.00

	0407000040
	Birds’ Eggs, In Shell, Fresh, Preserved Or Cooked
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$434,940.00

	0703102000
	Onion Sets, Fresh Or Chilled
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$6,970.00
	US$28,390.00

	0713322000
	Small Red (Adzuki) Beans, Except Seed Drd, Shelled
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$22,500.00

	0713395050
	Black Beans, Except Seed, Dried, Shelled
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$29,500.00

	0173395050
	Pinto Beans, Except Seed, Dried, Shelled
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$6,110.00

	0802120000
	Almonds, Fresh Or Dried, Shelled
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$2,578.00
	US$2,578.00

	0802220000
	Hazelnuts Or Filberts, Fresh Or Dried, Shelled
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$5,052.00
	US$5,052.00

	0802320000
	Walnuts, Fresh Or Dried, Shelled
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$2,919.00
	US$2,919.00

	0804100000
	Dates, Fresh Or Dried
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$5,919.00
	US$5,919.00

	0804200000
	Figs, Fresh Or Dried
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$6,696.00
	US$6,696.00

	0806200000
	Grapes, Dried (Including Raisins)
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$31,476.00
	US$31,476.00

	0808100000
	Apples, Fresh
	Tampa, Florida
	US$15,680.00
	US$15,680.00

	0808100000
	Apples, Fresh
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$115,132.00
	US$344,934.00

	0808200000
	Pears And Quinces, Fresh
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$29,372.00
	US$29,372.00

	1001902055
	Wheat And Meslin, Except Seed, NESOI
	Houston, Texas
	
	US$22,788,519.00

	1005902030
	Yellow Dent Corn (Maize), U.S. No. 2 Except Seed
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	
	US$6,349,504.00

	1005902035
	Yellow Dent Corn (Maize), U.S. No. 3 Except Seed
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	
	US$16,389,426.00

	1006100000
	Rice In The Husk (Paddy Or Rough)
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	
	US$3,771,845.00

	1006309010
	Rice, Semi/Wholly Milled, NESOI, Long Grain
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$5,198.00

	1006309010
	Rice, Semi/Wholly Milled, NESOI, Long Grain
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	
	US$2,489,238.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, Whether Or Not Broken, Ex Seed For Sowing
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	US$3,412,268.00
	US$20,922,283.00

	1501000020
	Lard
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$428,000.00

	1507100000
	Soybean Oil & Fractions, Crude, Wheth/Not Degummed
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	
	US$10,315,859.00

	1507904050
	Soybean Oil, Fully Refined, NT Chemically Modified
	Tampa, Florida
	US$12,240.00
	US$12,240.00

	1507904050
	Soybean Oil, Fully Refined, NT Chemically Modified
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	
	US$11,110,100.00

	1515290049
	Corn (Maize) Oil, Fully Refined, Nt Chem Modified
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$11,430.00

	1517100000
	Margarine, Excluding Liquid Margarine
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$16,040.00

	1517903020
	Salad & Cooking Oils, Edbl Artfl Mxtrs (1501-1515)
	Tampa, Florida
	US$62,700.00
	US$62,700.00

	1517903040
	Bakn/Fryn Fats Wholly Vegtlb Oils Edbl Artfl Mxtrs
	
Tampa, Florida
	US$65,845.00
	US$65,845.00

	1602310020
	Prepared Meals Of Turkey
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$2,503.00

	1704100000
	Chewing Gum, Whether Or Not Sugar Coated
	Tampa, Florida
	US$32,536.00
	US$32,536.00

	1704100000
	Chewing Gum, Whether Or Not Sugar Coated
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$52,854.00

	1806321000
	Choc/Cocoa Prep Confctnry Blk/Bar Ntov2kg Nt Filld
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$46,666.00

	1902200060
	Pasta Stuffed Whether Cookded/Otherwise Prep, NESOI
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$11,068.00
	US$11,068.00

	1904100040
	Swelling/Roasting Cereal/Cereal Product Cont Sugar
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$28,304.00

	1904100080
	Swelling/Roasting Cereal/Cereal Product, No Sugar
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$12,334.00

	1905310000
	Cookies (Sweet Biscuits)
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$28,397.00

	1905400000
	Rusks, Toasted Bread And Similar Toasted Products
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$11,640.00

	1905901049
	Bread/Biscuit Etc, W/Nt Contain Choc Etc Frozen
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$4,370.00

	1905909030
	Corn Chips And Similar Crisp Savory Snack Foods
	Tampa, Florida
	US$21,880.00
	US$21,880.00

	2001906500
	Vegt/Fruit/Nuts Etc NESOI Prep/Pres By Vinegar/Acetic Acid
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$6,082.00

	2002900060
	Tomato Paste
	Tampa, Florida
	US$86,625.00
	US$101,063.00

	2002900080
	Tomatoes NESOI Prep/Pres Ex By Vinegar Etc.
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$3,364.00

	2007100000
	Homogenized Preparatns Of Fruit (Subheading Note 2)
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$3,504.00

	2008997550
	Fruit/Edbl Plant Prts NESOI Othwse Prep/Pres NESOI
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$24,428.00

	2009790000
	Apple Juice, NESOI, No Vitamins, Unfermented
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$2,520.00

	2103204000
	Tomato Sauces, NESOI
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$67,523.00
	US$86,558.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Tampa, Florida
	US$52,234.00
	US$139,114.00

	2103204000
	Salad Dressings, NESOI
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$14,854.00

	2103909090
	Sauces And Preparations Therefor, NESOI
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$6,538.00

	2106906592
	Food Preparations, NESOI, Canned
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$58,408.00
	US$58,408.00

	2106906595
	Food Preparations, NESOI, Frozen
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$172,063.00

	2106907090
	Edible Preps, Not Canned/Frzn, N/Cont Sugar, NESOI
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$136,398.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated Soft Drinks, NESOI
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$13,731.00

	2304000000
	Soybean Oilcake & Oth Solid Residue, WH/Not Ground
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	
	US$19,281,467.00

	2710111800
	Motor Fuel Blending Stock (Light Oils And Preps)
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$3,120.00

	2505900000
	Sands, Natural, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$5,861.00

	2710193020
	Automotive, Diesel Or Marine Engne Lub Oils
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$16,677.00

	2807000000
	Sulfuric Acid And Oleam
	Tampa, Florida 
	
	US$3,045.00

	2807000000
	Sulfuric Acid And Oleum
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$2,501.00

	2204214000
	Grape Wine NESOI Nov 14% Alcohol Cntrs 2L Or Less
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$42,152.00

	2204217000
	Grape Wine NESOI Nov 14% Alcohol Cntrs 2L Or Less
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$3,900.00

	2208400030
	Rum And Tafia, Containers Not Over 4 Liters Each
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$7,222.00

	2835250000
	Calcium Hydrogenorthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate)
	New Orleans,

Louisiana
	
	US$1,000,725.00

	2839190000
	Silicate Of Sodium, Exc Sodium Metasilicate, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$5,872.00

	2917122000
	Salt And Ester Plasticizers Of Adipic Acid
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$7,262.00

	3004909190
	Medicaments In Meas Doses For Retail Sale, NESOI
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$5,585.00

	3100000000
	Fertiliers And Fert Materials
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$4,845.00

	3209100000
	Paints & Varnishes, In Nonaqueous Medium, Polyesters
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$13,307.00

	3402205100
	Surface-Active Preparation For Retail Sales, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$74,255.00

	3402905010
	Washing Preparations
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$8,022.00

	3503006000
	Gelatin; Glue Animal Origin, Exc Caesin Glue, NESOI
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$25,347.00

	3808900000
	Rodentcides And Similar Products, For Retail Sale
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$23,704.00

	3909506000
	Polyurethanes, Except Elastomeric
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$88,200.00

	3917210000
	Tubes, Pipes & Hoses, Rigid, Of Polymrs Of Ethylene
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$4.721.00

	3920630000
	Plate, Etc, Noncell, Nt Rein, Unsaturated Polyesters
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$10,488.00

	3923290000
	Sacks & Bags (Including Ones) Of Other Plastics
	Tampa, Florida 
	
	US$5,690.00

	3923290000
	Sacks & Bags (Including Cones) Of Other Plastics
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$10,500.00

	3926100000
	Office Or School Supplies Of Plastic
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$48,443.00

	4011010000
	Radial Tires Kind Used On Motor Cars
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$52,482.00

	4015900000
	Article Of Apparel, Exc Glove, Vulcanize Rub, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$24,000.00

	4407260000
	Wht Lauan/Mercanti/Seraya,Yellow Mercanti Etc Lumber
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$14,586.00

	4818200020
	Towels Of Paper Pulp/Paper/Cellulose Wadding/Webs
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$7,846.00

	4901990040
	Bibles/Testament/Prayer Books Oth Religious Books
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$2,516.00

	4901990092
	Printed Matter NESOI 5-48 Pages Each Excl Covers
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$5,032.00

	4902100000
	Newspapers, Journals, Periodicals, 4 Times A Week
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$3,028.00

	4902905000
	Journals/Periodicals NESOI, Incl Singl Issues Tied
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$2,876.00

	4911100090
	Trade Advertising Material, Printed, NESOI
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$11,900.00

	4911910040
	Pictures, Designs And Photographs, Printed, NESOI
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$19,108.00

	6809110000
	Plstr Brds Etc Nt Orna, FCD W PPR O PPRBRD Only
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$5,122.00

	6910100050
	Sanitary Fixtures Of Porcelain Or China, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$693,477.00

	7301100000
	Sheet Piling Of Iron Or Steel
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$6,300.00

	7306606500
	Oth PS TB HP Wld NonCrc CS Alloy Steel
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$107,550.00

	7308909030
	Sheet-Metal Roofng Siding Flring, Iron Or Steel
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$6,400.00

	7312193500
	Stranded Wire Of Iron Or Steel, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$29,334.00

	8205599000
	Handtool Incl Glass Cutter & Parts Basemetal NESOI
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$4,806.00

	8310000000
	Sgn Plts Nos A Smbls Et Bm Excpt Of Hdg 9405
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$4,920.00

	8402900010
	Heat Exchangers
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$9,331.00

	8408205000
	Diesel Eng For Vehicles Of Chapter 87, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$6,634.00

	8409914000
	Parts F Spark Ign Eng F Rd Tr, Bus, Auto Or Trucks
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$37,992.00

	8412909015
	Prts Of Hydrlc Engs & Mtrs, Excpt Linear Acting
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$3,819.00

	8413500080
	Hydraulic Fluid Power Pumps, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$10,053.00

	8413702004
	Submersible Pumps, Centrifugal
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$6,619.00

	8414304000
	Compressors, Refrig And Air-Cond, Not Exc ¼ HP
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$6,253.00

	8414809000
	Air Or Vacum Pumps, MESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$5,609.00

	8415820135
	Central Station Air Handlers Used With Water Chiller
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$104,000.00

	8421290040
	Hydraulic Fluid Power Filters, Rated GT/= 1000 KPA
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$9,320.00

	8421990040
	Parts, Filtering Of Purifying Appartus
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$3,819.00

	8426990000
	Lifting Machinery, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$69,000.00

	8481805060
	Bath, Shower, Sink & Lavatory Faucets, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$25,534.00

	8504312000
	Transformers, NESOI, Unrated
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$97,117.00

	8504900080
	Parts, NESOI, For Electrical Inductors
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$5,476.00

	8511906020
	Parts For Internal Combustion Engine Dstbr Points
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$63,916.00

	8516100040
	Electric Storage Water Heaters
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$6,360.00

	8525203055
	Radio Transceivers, NESOI, GT 400 mhz
	Ogdensburg, New York
	
	US$21,180.00

	8528210000
	Video Monitors, Color
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$40,258.00

	8529102090
	Television Antenna Reflectors
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$240,000.00

	8529106000
	Antennas & Parts, NESOI, For Hog 8525 To 8528
	Ogdensburg, New York
	
	US$15,400.00

	8535210000
	Automatic Circuit Breakers (1000 V- 72.5 KV)
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$5,533.00

	8543909500
	Parts, NESOI, For Electrical Machines, NESOI
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$8,010.00

	8544700000
	Insulated Optical Fiber Cables With Indvuly Sh Fbr
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$26,739.00

	8703230090
	Vehicles, NESOI, Used, Eng Exc 1500, Not Exc 3000 cc
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$5,700.00

	8703230090
	Used Vehicles, Engine (1500-3000 CC), NESOI
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$31,000.00
	US$31,000.00

	8703240010
	Ambulances, Hearses, Prison Vans, New, GT 3000 CC
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$10,000.00

	8704320010
	Truck, Sprk Ing Eng, GVW (5-9 Metric Tons)
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$14,000.00

	8706001520
	Chassis Fitted W/Eng, For Passenger Automobile, Als
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$286,775.00

	8716400000
	Trailers And Semi-Trailers, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$4,000.00

	8903992000
	Outboard Motorboats
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$6,000.00

	9026800000
	Inst Measure/Checking Variable Of Liq/Gases, NESOI
	New York, New York
	US$20,535.00
	US$20,535.00

	9028200000
	Liquid Meters
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$58,500.00

	9405990000
	Parts For Lamps And Lighting Fittings, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$2,671.00

	9802100000
	Commingled Food Products, Donated, Relief/Charity
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$265,262.00

	9802100000
	Commingled Food Products, Donated, Relief/Charity
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$13,000.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & Pharmaceutical Products, Donated
	Ogdensburg, New York
	
	US$150,859.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & Pharmaceutical Products, Donated
	San Juan, Puerto Rico
	
	US$150,298.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & Pharmaceutical Products, Donated
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$393,448.00

	9802300000
	Medicinal & Pharmaceutical Products, Donated
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$7,971.00

	9802400000
	Articles Donated For Relief/Charity, NESOI
	Ogdensburg, New York
	
	US$146,962.00

	9802400000
	Articles Donated For Relief/Charity, NESOI
	New York,

New York
	
	US$9,000.00

	9802400000
	Articles Donated For Relief/Charity, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	US$99,778.00
	US$269,789.00

	9802400000
	Articles Donated For Relief/Charity, NESOI
	San Juan, Puerto
	US$12,000.00
	US$297,670.00

	9802400000
	Articles Donated For Relief/Charity, NESOI
	Miami, Florida
	US$15,650.00
	US$715,269.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$8,494,897.00
	US$144,396,111.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping port is Gulfport, Mississippi.


	The values do not necessarily include the export of informational materials (defined as books, magazines, music product, television programs, motion pictures, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba to Republic of Cuba nationals which are neither required to be licensed by nor required to be reported to the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., or by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C. 


	2002 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2002

	8524320000
	Discs For Laser Reading Systems, Reprod Sound Only
	Miami, Florida
	US$4,984.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, Drawing And Pastels Exc Of Heading 4906
	New York, New York
	US$22,500.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, Drawing And Pastels Exc Of Heading 4906
	Miami, Florida
	US$61,600.00

	9801001097
	Products Of U.S. Returned After Being Export, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	US$30,896.00

	9801001097
	Products Of U.S. Returned After Being Export, NESO
	Mobile, Alabama
	US$192,012.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$311,992.00


CUBA RANKS 50th OF 226 U.S. AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT EXPORT MARKETS IN 2002- The Republic of Cuba ranked 50th 226 agricultural product export markets according to the Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., compared to 144th of 226 in 2001 and 226 of 226 in 2000.  The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 was reported in December 2001.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	Rank
	Country
	2002

	1
	Japan
	US$8,536,652,200.00

	2
	Canada
	9,588,169,525

	3
	Mexico
	7,492,225,631

	4
	Korea, South
	2,702,017,545

	5
	China
	1,988,775,269

	6
	Taiwan
	1,967,276,269

	7
	Netherlands
	1,182,793,675

	8
	Hong Kong
	1,108,743,884

	11
	Federal Republic of Germany
	993,314,433

	14
	Philippines
	778,374,584

	13
	Indonesia
	815,264,062

	10
	United Kingdom
	1,041,333,959

	15
	Spain
	677,733,795

	12
	Egypt
	861,047,907

	
	Italy
	546,299,087

	
	Colombia
	524,102,176

	
	Thailand
	613,599,271

	
	Portugal
	212,481,375

	
	Dominican Republic
	542,569,013

	
	Belgium
	557,806,325

	
	Australia
	344,114,000

	
	France
	403,424,989

	
	Turkey
	675,940,157

	
	Unidentified Countries
	186,968,723

	
	Malaysia
	373,101,026

	
	Switzerland
	498,827,654

	
	India
	277,892,804

	
	Ireland
	215,397,458

	
	Israel
	466,617,307

	
	Guatemala
	342,597,111

	
	Saudi Arabia
	343,204,115

	
	Republic of Yemen
	105,106,590

	
	Jamaica
	191,107,943

	
	Russia
	553,081,000

	
	Venezuela
	346,593,221

	
	Panama
	186,672,981

	
	Ecuador
	145,183,873

	
	Singapore
	257,901,273

	
	Pakistan
	196,586,600

	
	Algeria
	269,882,995

	
	Brazil
	337,648,787

	
	Nigeria
	300,513,514

	
	Peru
	215,064,957

	
	Greece
	101,272,923

	
	Costa Rica
	227,817,128

	
	United Arab Emirates
	283,284,178

	
	Honduras
	188,441,308

	
	Haiti
	171,958,204

	
	Chile
	113,026,992

	
	Bahamas
	130,171,008

	
	Morocco
	123,563,263

	
	Bangladesh
	131,821,631

	
	Trinidad and Tobago
	120,406,776

	
	El Salvador
	212,859,659

	
	Kenya
	43,204,355

	
	New Zealand
	108,595,762

	
	Sweden
	92,443,063

	50th
	Cuba
	US$138,634,784.00

	
	Zambia
	14,113,890

	
	Syria
	113,366,059

	
	Lebanon
	65,384,055

	
	South Africa
	149,356,086

	
	Jordan
	93,785,592

	
	Finland
	46,476,865

	
	Denmark
	156,567,462

	
	Eritrea
	23,009,626

	
	Angola
	46,454,837

	
	Bolivia
	19,286,878

	
	Vietnam
	77,841,691

	
	Nicaragua
	84,685,526

	
	Tajikistan
	10,155,678

	
	Argentina
	53,080,573

	
	Djibouti
	40,694,200

	
	Kuwait
	55,331,488

	
	Netherlands Antilles
	57,235,575

	
	Malawi
	13,369,146

	
	Hungary
	26,880,992

	
	Zimbabwe
	16,659,323

	
	Poland
	68,131,661

	
	Guyana
	22,510,043

	
	Barbados
	41,055,853

	
	Ethiopia
	10,628,764

	
	Romania
	42,736,386

	
	Norway
	57,833,346

	
	Bermuda
	52,006,442

	
	Austria
	13,444,307

	
	Yugoslavia
	8,864,393

	
	Aruba
	29,246,207

	
	Bosnia-Herzegovina
	10,763,325

	
	Kyrgyzstan
	4,605,572

	
	Ghana
	47,817,162

	
	Cayman Islands
	29,299,119

	
	Uruguay
	18,692,493

	
	Belize
	19,769,788

	
	French Polynesia
	27,540,070

	
	Malta
	12,516,856

	
	Oman
	16,801,371

	
	Benin
	5,168,806

	
	Central African Republic
	1,875,297

	
	Turkmenistan
	2,029,421

	
	Uganda
	4,040,571

	
	Uzbekistan
	42,551,700

	
	Suriname
	17,597,056

	
	Bahrain
	28,763,555

	
	Czech Republic
	13,013,087

	
	Luxembourg
	13,693,784

	
	Niger
	8,736,861

	
	Georgia
	31,076,228

	
	Namibia
	5,535,076

	
	North Korea
	23,892,575

	
	Ivory Coast
	12,602,744

	
	Dominica
	5,465,825

	
	Qatar
	15,187,233

	
	Antigua and Barbuda
	12,428,262

	
	Azerbaijan
	9,149,432

	
	Gambia
	3,286,664

	
	Rwanda
	7,681,332

	
	Ukraine
	13,528,003

	
	Kazakhstan
	7,768,393

	
	Congo (Brazzaville)
	4,251,276

	
	Iran
	10,730,089

	
	Chad
	1,756,657

	
	Bulgaria
	13,457,682

	
	British Virgin Islands
	10,535,161

	
	Cambodia
	4,134,703

	
	Brunei
	3,605,476

	
	Greenland
	1,884,183

	
	St Lucia
	8,612,334

	
	Tunisia
	96,060,796

	
	Slovenia
	6,435,736

	
	Federated States of Micronesia
	10,722,746

	
	Grenada
	6,338,054

	
	Iceland
	14,318,149

	
	Lithuania
	4,907,347

	
	Mozambique
	66,187,788

	
	Burkina
	7,212,195

	
	Sierra Leone
	13,206,018

	
	Marshall Islands
	8,345,517

	
	Estonia
	8,636,279

	
	Turks and Caicos Islands
	4,142,714

	
	Guinea
	9,111,603

	
	New Caledonia
	4,196,119

	
	Togo
	2,979,169

	
	Sudan
	9,616,569

	
	Burma (Myanmar)
	1,758,703

	
	Latvia
	30,821,527

	
	Palau
	6,296,793

	
	Madagascar
	7,353,881

	
	Sri Lanka
	30,761,926

	
	Macedonia (Skopje)
	7,216,224

	
	St Vincent and the Grenadines
	10,333,322

	
	Croatia
	6,631,348

	
	Gabon
	4,397,104

	
	Tanzania
	11,348,850

	
	Anguilla
	2,459,700

	
	Cameroon
	4,064,514

	
	Pitcairn Island
	2,322,707

	
	Moldova
	14,693,119

	
	St Kitts and Nevis
	3,522,412

	
	Western Samoa
	3,443,084

	
	Albania
	9,345,868

	
	Guadeloupe
	1,942,113

	
	Martinique
	1,453,541

	
	Fiji
	1,703,949

	
	Cyprus
	22,317,476

	
	Liberia
	9,319,655

	
	Paraguay
	3,014,769

	
	French Guiana
	554,333

	
	Tonga
	1,638,926

	
	Armenia
	7,591,467

	
	Senegal
	6,713,423

	
	San Marino
	2,887,456

	
	Liechtenstein
	507,861

	
	Reunion
	273,969

	
	Swaziland
	1,053,595

	
	Mali
	1,510,623

	
	Seychelles
	219,292

	
	Vatican City
	56,614

	
	Equatorial Guinea
	975,993

	
	Solomon Islands
	260,302

	
	Slovakia
	976,399

	
	Afghanistan
	297,236

	
	Mauritius
	501,471

	
	Papua New Guinea
	2,381,858

	
	Montserrat
	806,535

	
	Iraq
	21,000

	
	Congo (Kinshasa)
	6,585,239

	
	Laos
	1,563,680

	
	Mauritania
	1,418,053

	
	Gibraltar
	13,559

	
	Macao
	1,180,103

	
	Andorra
	642,490

	
	Sao Tome and Principe
	63,624

	
	British Indian Ocean Terr
	9,300

	
	Heard and McDonald Islands
	8,000

	
	Maldives
	83,381

	
	Belarus
	478,614

	
	Botswana
	20,106

	
	Falkland Islands
	0

	
	Kiribati
	18,882

	
	Vanuatu
	19,930

	
	Comoros
	0

	
	Niue
	0

	
	French Southern and Antarctic
	176,249

	
	WALLIS
	23,000

	
	Tokelau
	174,544

	
	Cook Islands
	428,291

	
	Christmas Island
	53,191

	
	Cocos (Keeling) Island
	44,842

	
	Lesotho
	614,390

	
	Norfolk Island
	0

	
	West Bank Administered by Isra
	121,809

	
	Nauru
	23,719

	
	Libya
	18,263,813

	
	St Pierre and Miquelon
	336,503

	
	Svalbard, Jan Mayen Island
	11,488

	
	Faroe Islands
	28,689

	
	Nepal
	2,871,876

	
	Mongolia
	158,043

	
	Somalia
	1,609,206

	
	Burundi
	20,143

	
	Cape Verde
	2,014,980

	
	Guinea-Bissau
	845,729

	
	Monaco
	74,478

	
	Bhutan
	285,694

	
	St Helena
	80,725

	
	Total
	US$54,732,082,363.00


USDA REPORTS ON GLOBAL AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT IMPORTS BY CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FSA) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., has reported partial 2002 data for agricultural products and food products imported by the Republic of Cuba;  and using the data, total 2002 values are projected to be at least US$452,387,089.00, of which agricultural products and food products valued at US$138,634,784.00 were sourced from United States-based companies.    

	Reporting

Country
	Calendar Years
	January-September Comparison
	% Chg

	
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2001
	2002
	

	Reporting Total
	US$530,985,041
	US$502,592,282
	US$538,894,180
	US$404,869,239
	US$452,387,089*
	

	United States
	3,730**
	33,721**
	4,285,835***
	0
	138,634,784****
	n/a

	China
	52,241,826
	69,794,609
	56,485,267
	47,407,110
	69,966,676
	47.59

	France
	134,302,429
	129,220,664
	108,729,004
	85,670,062
	46,885,146
	-45.27

	Canada
	114,881,785
	68,665,904
	81,093,768
	64,692,047
	37,357,978
	-42.25

	Italy
	15,029,899
	12,488,879
	27,755,156
	13,192,234
	29,540,378
	123.92

	Brazil
	19,670,632
	21,674,711
	56,844,240
	43,457,203
	25,840,575
	-40.54

	New Zealand
	2,112,428
	6,343,051
	44,317,062
	40,649,842
	21,551,239
	-46.98

	Spain
	61,905,731
	58,011,302
	44,517,055
	36,495,669
	20,763,636
	-43.11

	Netherlands
	20,780,753
	36,645,232
	22,408,134
	8,048,353
	15,049,656
	86.99

	Chile
	6,665,567
	5,655,269
	8,954,098
	4,855,842
	11,805,029
	143.11

	Mexico
	20,960,088
	23,429,101
	20,421,741
	17,065,497
	10,300,959
	-39.64

	Australia
	123,922
	731,447
	10,430,990
	2,584,289
	7,275,482
	181.53

	Argentina
	53,321,103
	40,665,939
	34,741,640
	29,339,454
	5,558,466
	-81.05

	Belgium
	8,700,503
	11,127,532
	3,732,443
	3,122,535
	5,310,131
	70.06

	Germany
	3,121,780
	4,643,652
	5,065,218
	2,457,988
	4,293,807
	74.69

	Colombia
	339,990
	664,092
	643,190
	449,813
	717,136
	59.43

	Portugal
	206,105
	707,745
	504,749
	267,634
	395,829
	47.9

	United Kingdom
	8,345,334
	8,587,373
	541,600
	311,634
	221,213
	-29.02

	Philippines
	62,593
	0
	0
	0
	205,600
	n/a

	Malaysia
	0
	174,593
	352,320
	235,783
	151,577
	-35.71

	Denmark
	2,382,019
	351,061
	1,443,755
	1,074,279
	134,734
	-87.46

	Switzerland
	167,991
	273,384
	108,611
	99,752
	114,538
	14.82

	Japan
	489,481
	401,921
	7,654
	7,654
	100,930
	1218.71

	Austria
	38,849
	27,930
	875
	875
	58,812
	6619.11

	Thailand
	2,295,105
	22,767
	54,968
	11,820
	42,995
	263.75

	Turkey
	165,262
	185,004
	1,826,153
	1,772,181
	36,554
	-97.94

	Russia
	31,875
	93,112
	126,412
	33,731
	32,125
	-4.76

	Ireland
	191,563
	170,058
	0
	0
	19,632
	n/a

	Peru
	95,395
	189,171
	36,466
	36,466
	10,863
	-70.21

	Sweden
	0
	5,970
	3,588
	921
	10,560
	1047.2

	South Africa
	4,550
	14
	62
	62
	49
	-20.68

	Finland
	843,798
	958,861
	742,579
	742,579
	0
	-100

	Greece
	121,897
	21,475
	0
	0
	0
	n/a

	Hong Kong
	38,211
	83,721
	4,737
	4,737
	0
	-100

	Norway
	518
	3,937
	2,391
	2,391
	0
	-100

	Taiwan
	42,073
	103,795
	0
	0
	0
	n/a

	Indonesia
	0
	0
	414,400
	0
	 
	n/a

	Poland
	20,454
	56,029
	1,684,042
	433,313
	 
	n/a

	Venezuela
	1,279,800
	379,254
	613,977
	345,490
	 
	n/a

	* Includes calendar year 2002 exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.

	**Agricultural products exported to the Republic of Cuba in 2000 were donated.

	*** Agricultural products exported to the Republic of Cuba during the period January 2002 through November 2001 were donated; agricultural products exported to the Republic of Cuba in December 2001 were sold on a commercial basis.

	**** This value is for the calendar year 2002, not for the period January 2002 through September 2002.


The FAS reported that the value of agriculture product imports reported by Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX) is generally more than the value of agriculture products reported as exported to the Republic of Cuba by other countries during the period 2002-1995.  The definition of agriculture is based on the USDA’s definition and is somewhat different from others in that neither cigarettes nor distilled spirits are included.  The FAS data is compiled from public private sector and public sector sources, including the New York, New York-based United Nations (UN) Statistical Office; and is based upon what countries report that was exported (on an FOB basis or FAS basis, transportation costs are not included) to the Republic of Cuba, rather than what the Republic of Cuba reports was imported from other countries.  Thus, the values provided by the USDA are FOB and exclude transportation charges, which are generally included in import statistics collected by importing governments, such as the government of the Republic of Cuba.  Commodity prices have generally declined during the last several years, thus Alimport has generally purchased a relative constant quantity of agricultural products, although the overall expenditures may have decreased.
	Year
	USDA Estimates Of Agricultural Product Imports By The Republic Of Cuba

	2002
	US$452,387,089.00 (estimate)

	2001
	US$538,894,180.00

	2000
	US$542,920,000.00

	1999
	US$590,253,000.00

	1998
	US$613,146,000.00

	1997
	US$597,709,000.00

	1996
	US$623,406,000.00

	1995
	US$546,257,000.00


For 2001, the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX) reported that total imports were US$4.93 billion, of which 13% (US$639.9 million) represented agricultural products.  Generally, transportation costs are included in MINCEX calculations.  
USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 31 January 2003 through 6 February 2003 included: 7,000 metric tons of soybean oil; and that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 7 February 2003 through 13 February 2003 included: 10,00 metric tons of rice.  

	The purchaser of the agricultural commodities was Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba.


ALIMPORT REPORTS ON 2002 TSRA PURCHASES- Mr. Pedro Alvarez Borrego, chairman of Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), reported that, in 2002, Alimport had purchased (on a cash basis) agricultural products and food products valued at US$189 million (including transportation, insurance, and other costs) from eighty-five United States-based companies.  

	The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba in 2002 was US$138,634,784.00, thus transportation, insurance, and other costs, according to Alimport, were approximately US$50 million. 

	According to Alimport, transaction costs paid to Paris, France-based BNP Paribas and Paris, France-based Societe Generale were, combined, approximately US$8 million for the period December 2001 through February 2003.


In 2002, approximately 875,000 metric tons of agricultural products and food products were delivered on eighty-three vessels and three cargo aircraft (livestock; product samples) to the Republic of Cuba.  The agricultural products and food products were sourced from thirty-four states.  Vessels transported agricultural products and food products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba through the following ports in 2002: Beaumont, Texas; Freeport, Texas; Galveston, Texas; Houston, Texas; Lake Charles, Louisiana; Gulfport, Mississippi; Pascagoula, Mississippi; Jacksonville, Florida; Tampa, Florida. 

	The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 was reported in December 2001.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis or with non-United States-origin financing) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  


In June 2002, Alimport projected that agricultural product and food product purchases from United States-based companies in 2002 would be approximately US$165 million and in 2003 would be approximately US$230 million.

SENATOR CANTWELL OF WASHINGTON TO VISIT CUBA AGAIN- The Honorable Maria Cantwell (D- Washington) will visit the Republic of Cuba from 18 February 2003 to 20 February 2003.  Senator Cantwell visited the Republic of Cuba in January 2002.     
	Senator Cantwell is a member of the following committees of the United States Senate: Energy and Natural Resources; Indian Affairs; Judiciary; and Small Business & Entrepreneurship.


Senator Cantwell will visit the Republic of Cuba with Mrs. Valoria Loveland, Director of the Olympia, Washington-based Washington State Department of Agriculture; Mr. Steven Appel, President of the Olympia, Washington-based Washington State Farm Bureau; and Mr. Patrick Boss, Executive Director of the Moses Lake, Washington-based Washington State Potato Commission.

OFAC REQUESTS COMMENTS ON PLANNED PUBLICATION OF VIOLATIONS- The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., plans to disclose on the Internet the identities of United States-based companies that have been deemed to have violated OFAC regulations and to implement a range of financial penalties that are, in part, based upon whether a violation was disclosed voluntarily or through an investigation.  Comments with respect to the proposed regulatory changes [see attached information from the OFAC) are requested to the OFAC by 31 March 2003.

	More than 90% of the violations with respect to United States-based companies reported by the OFAC since 1992 have been of a technical nature.  For example, a financial institution inadvertently not recording an OFAC license number on a transfer of funds; a financial institution inadvertently processing an unlicensed transfer of funds within which a Republic of Cuba national has an interest; or a non-United States-based subsidiary of a United States-based company unknowingly engaging in a transaction within which a Republic of Cuba has an interest. 

	The OFAC will also increase oversight of United States-based consultants and United States-based organizations which have a focus upon the Republic of Cuba, specifically with respect to ensuring that consultants and organizations have necessary licenses with which to engage in their respective authorized activities.

	Licenses issued by the OFAC for educational purposes are no longer expected to be permitted to be used (directly or indirectly) by consultants and organizations for commerce-related visits to the Republic of Cuba.


OFAC REGULATIONS WITH RESPECT TO SPECIALLY DESIGNATED NATIONALS OF CUBA- The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., has provided the following information with respect to transactions between United States-based companies and “Specially Designated Nationals” or “SDNs.”  

	“As part of its enforcement efforts, OFAC publishes a list of individuals and companies owned or controlled by, or acting for or on behalf of, targeted countries.  It also lists individuals, groups, and entities, such as terrorists and narcotics traffickers designated under programs that are not country-specific.  Collectively, such individuals and companies are called ‘Specially Designated Nationals’ or ‘SDNs.’  Their assets are blocked and U.S. persons are generally prohibited from dealing with them.”  

	“Does OFAC have an exporter assistance phone line?  Yes.  The telephone number is 1-800-540-6322 (local telephone number: 202-622-2490).” 


What is the difference between the SDN List and the List of Denied Parties maintained by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C.?  Why can’t they be integrated into one list? 

	Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons (SDNs) are individuals and entities located throughout the world that are blocked pursuant to the various sanctions programs administered by OFAC.  SDNs can be front companies, parastatal entities, or individuals determined to be owned or controlled by, or acting for or on behalf of, targeted countries or groups.  They also can be specially identified individuals such as terrorists or narcotics traffickers.  U.S. persons are prohibited from engaging in any transactions with SDNs and must block any property in their possession or under their control in which an SDN has an interest.  SDNs are designated primarily under the statutory authority of the Trading With the Enemy Act, the International Emergency Economic Powers Act, the Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act and the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Designation Act. Implementing regulations can be found in Chapter V, Title 31 of the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations.

	The Bureau of Industry and Security (“BIS”) of the U.S. Department of Commerce maintains separate lists for the purposes of the programs that it administers (including the Denied Persons List and the Entity List).  The Denied Persons List consists of individuals and companies that have been denied export and re-export privileges by BIS.  The Entity List consists of foreign end users who pose an unacceptable risk of diverting U.S. exports and the technology they contain to alternate destinations for the development of weapons of mass destruction.  Accordingly, U.S. exports to those entities may require a license.  Authority for the Denied Persons List and the Entity List can be found in Title 15, Part 764, Supplement No. 2 and Title 15, Part 744, Supplement No.4 of the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations, respectively.

	The foreign policy objectives and legal requirements of the SDN list are significantly different from those of the BIS lists.  The Commerce lists do not involve a full trade embargo of all goods and services nor do they require U.S. persons to block property.  They are concerned with issues of export privileges and export licensing.  The unique goals of the OFAC and BIS programs preclude the creation of a unified “master list.” 


The following list (updated continually by the OFAC) includes some of the companies designated as SDNs by the OFAC: 
AERO-CARIBBEAN (a.k.a. AEROCARIBBEAN AIRLINES), Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
AEROCARIBBEAN AIRLINES (a.k.a. AERO-CARIBBEAN), Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
ANTAMALLO SHIPPING CO. LTD. (a.k.a. ATAMALLO SHIPPING CO. LTD.), c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
ANTILLANA SALVAGE CO. LTD., c/o EMPRESA ANTILLANA DE SALVAMENTO, 4th Floor, Lonja del Comercio, Havana Vieja, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
ATAMALLO SHIPPING CO. LTD. (a.k.a. ANTAMALLO SHIPPING CO. LTD.), c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
BETTINA SHIPPING CO. LTD., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
BRADFIELD MARITIME CORPORATION INC., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
CANAPEL S.A. (a.k.a. CANIPEL S.A.), c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
CANIPEL S.A. (a.k.a. CANAPEL S.A.), c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
CARIBBEAN PRINCESS SHIPPING LTD., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
CARIBBEAN QUEEN SHIPPING LTD., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
EAST ISLAND SHIPPING CO. LTD., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
EPAMAC SHIPPING CO. LTD., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
GENERAL NICKEL SA (a.k.a. LA COMPANIA GENERAL DE NIQUEL), Cuba [CUBA]; 
GOLDEN COMET NAVIGATION CO. LTD., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
GRETE SHIPPING CO. S.A., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION CARIBE, Edificio Lonja del Comercio, Lamparilla 2, Caja Postal 1784, Havana 1, Cuba [CUBA]; 
GUAMAR SHIPPING CO. S.A., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION CARIBE, Edificio Lonja del Comercio, Lamparilla 2, Caja Postal 1784, Havana 1, Cuba [CUBA]; 
KASPAR SHIPPING CO. S.A., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION CARIBE, Edificio Lonja del Comercio, Lamparilla 2, Caja Postal 1784, Havana 1, Cuba [CUBA]; 
LA COMPANIA GENERAL DE NIQUEL (a.k.a. GENERAL NICKEL SA), Cuba [CUBA]; 
MARYOL ENTERPRISES INC., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
MOA NICKEL SA, Cuba [CUBA]; 
NAVIGABLE WATER CORPORATION, c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION CARIBE, Edificio Lonja del Comercio, Lamparilla 2, Caja Postal 1784, Havana 1, Cuba [CUBA]; 
NORTH ISLAND SHIPPING CO. LTD., c/o UNION MARITIMA PORTUARIA, 9-Piso, Apartado B, Esquina Cuarteles y Pena Pobre 60, Havana Vieja, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
POCHO NAVIGATION CO. LTD., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
REDESTOS SHIPPING CO. LTD., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
SENANQUE SHIPPING CO. LTD., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION CARIBE, Edificio Lonja del Comercio, Lamparilla 2, Caja Postal 1784, Havana 1, Cuba [CUBA]; 
SOUTH ISLAND SHIPPING CO. LTD., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
STANDWEAR SHIPPING CO. LTD., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
VALETTA SHIPPING CORPORATION, c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
VIOLET NAVIGATION CO. LTD., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
WADENA SHIPPING CORPORATION, c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION MAMBISA, Apartado 543, San Ignacio 104, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
WEST ISLAND SHIPPING CO. LTD., c/o UNION MARITIMA PORTUARIA, 9-Piso, Apartado B, Esquina Cuarteles y Pena Pobre 60, Havana Vieja, Havana, Cuba [CUBA]; 
WHITE SWAN SHIPPING CO. LTD., c/o EMPRESA DE NAVEGACION CARIBE, Edificio Lonja del Comercio, Lamparilla 2, Caja Postal 1784, Havana 1, Cuba [CUBA].
USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 3 February 2003 through 9 February 2003 included: 8,800 metric tons of corn.  

CARNIVAL CORPORATION PURCHASE OF P&O PRINCESS CRUISES ENDS CUBA OPERATIONS- With the purchase of London, United Kingdom-based P&O Princess Cruises plc by Fort Lauderdale, Florida-based Carnival Corporation (2002 revenues exceeded US$4 billion), the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., is requiring that the Republic of Cuba be discontinued from P&O Princess Cruises plc itineraries as of June 2003.  

	From 1995 until 1998, Genoa, Italy-based Costa Crociere operated the Costa Playa cruise ship from the port of Havana and a subsidiary of the company developed and managed a newly-reconstructed passenger ship facility at the Port of Havana.  In 1997, Carnival Cruise Lines purchased Costa Crociere and the OFAC required that the Republic of Cuba be discontinued from Costa Crociere itineraries and that the management contract for the passenger ship facility be discontinued.


Mr. Silvio Calvez Hernandez, President of Republic of Cuba government-operated Cubanco S.A., a joint venture between the Ministry of Transportation of the Republic of Cuba and Silares Terminales del Caribe N.V. (a subsidiary of Dutch Antilles-based Milestone N.V.), reported that sixty cruise ships, carrying a combined 45,000 passengers, visited the Republic of Cuba in 2002.  Mr. Hernandez reported that 120 cruise ships, with a combined 70,000 passengers, are expected to visit the Republic of Cuba in 2003.  

	For 2001, the Ministry of Transportation of the Republic of Cuba had projected 200 cruise ships, carrying a combined 100,000 passengers, resulting in a projected gross profit of approximately US$15 million.  The Ministry of Transportation of the Republic of Cuba has not reported 2001 cruise ship arrivals, gross revenues, or net profits.


Cubanco S.A. manages all cruise ship terminals in the Republic of Cuba, including at the port of Havana, port of Santiago de Cuba (860 kilometers east of the city of Havana), the Isla de la Juventud (150 kilometers south of Havana) and port of Cienfuegos (250 kilometers southeast of Havana).

	The Ministry of Transportation of the Republic of Cuba reported that the average gross profit per cruise ship passenger visiting the Republic of Cuba in 2000 was US$150.00 based upon 260 cruise ship arrivals with 76,464 passengers, for a total gross profit of US$11.46 million.  The Ministry of Transportation of the Republic of Cuba reported that gross revenues to the Republic of Cuba from cruise ships were divided as follows: 40% for transportation, 26% for aviation, 20% for tourism, and 14% for agriculture, light industry, and other sectors.   


The government of the Republic of Cuba has provided contradictory information with respect to cruise ship arrivals and cruise ship passengers.  For 2000, the Ministry of Transportation of the Republic of Cuba reported a) 260 cruise ship arrivals and 76,464 cruise ship passengers disembarking and b) 250 cruise ship arrivals at the port of Havana terminal and 66,000 cruise ship passengers disembarking at the port of Havana.  For 2000, the Ministry of Tourism of the Republic of Cuba reported that the port of Santiago de Cuba had more than 50 cruise ship arrivals and that there would be more than 100 cruise ship arrivals at the port of Santiago de Cuba in 2001.  For 1999, Mr. Gianluca Suprani, Director of Silares Terminales del Caribe N.V., reported that the Republic of Cuba received 54,500 cruise ship passengers, of which 14,000 passengers disembarked to spend at least one night at a hotel within the Republic of Cuba and the remaining 40,500 passengers disembarked to spend one day within the Republic of Cuba.  Mr. Suprani also reported that cruise ship passenger arrivals in 1999 had increased 370% from cruise ship passenger arrivals in 1998.  Mr. Lazaro Manuel Gonzalez, Operations Manager for Cubanco S.A., reported 70,664 visitors had arrived by cruise ship or met a cruise ship while within the Republic of Cuba in 1999.  The Ministry of Tourism of the Republic of Cuba reported that 115,000 passengers arrived to the Republic of Cuba by cruise ship in 1999.  

	The discrepancies may be due to counting arrivals versus including visitors who arrive to the Republic of Cuba by aircraft and depart the Republic of Cuba by cruise ship.  The Ministry of Tourism of the Republic of Cuba has reported that its cruise ship passenger arrivals statistics are based upon arrivals to all cruise ship terminals, although the statistics may be a result of double counting visitors whose cruise ships visited more than one cruise ship terminal.  


An agreement reported in July 2001 between Pireaus, Greece-based Festival Cruises (which owns four vessels) and the Ministry of Tourism of the Republic of Cuba and Ministry of Transportation of the Republic of Cuba, whereby the Republic of Cuba would become the home port (as of December 2001) for two vessels, 900-passenger El Bolero and 1200-passenger Mistral, apparently is no longer operational.  

	El Bolero had been chartered by Festival Cruises to Cruceros Espana for three years.  The equal shareholders in Cruceros Espana are Festival Cruises, government of Spain-controlled Madrid, Spain-based Transmediterranea (a passenger/vehicle ferry and shipping company), and Barcelona, Spain-based Iberojet S.A. (a tour operator, travel agent, hotel management, and charter aircraft company which markets travel to the Republic of Cuba).  


A newly-established Madrid, Spain-based company, Cruceros Espana, reported a Mediterranean Sea-area itinerary in April 2001 and a Caribbean Sea-area itinerary in the winter of 2001 using El Bolero and Mistral.  In November 2001, Cruceros Espana cancelled the operation of El Bolero from the Port of Havana; reporting that El Bolero would operate in the Mediterranean Sea-area.  However, Cruceros Espana reported that Mistral would operate from the Port of Havana as scheduled, which it did during the 2001-2002 tourism season with an itinerary of Havana-Mexican ports of Progreso and Cozumel-Punto Frances, Republic of Cuba-Grand Caiman island-port of Havana.  However, Mistral remains berthed in the Dominican Republic, not Havana, without explanation; with one port call at Santiago de Cuba (860 kilometers east of Havana) included in a Caribbean Sea-area itinerary.

	Festival Cruises was to train and employ Republic of Cuba nationals and source some products (rum, tobacco, fruits, etc.) in the Republic of Cuba.

	The government of the Republic of Cuba was to provide maintenance and repairs for El Bolero and Mistral.


Passengers traveling on El Bolero and Mistral were to use charter flights to arrive to the Republic of Cuba and to depart from the Republic of Cuba.  Various Festival Cruises vessel 7-night itineraries will include the Republic of Cuba (Havana and Isla de la Juventud), Cayman Islands (Grand Cayman), Belize, and Mexico (Progresso and Cozumel).  Mr. Umberto Ferraro, President of Festival Cruises, reported that long-term plans included an increase in vessels based in the Republic of Cuba, which could accommodate a combined 8,000 passengers per week.  

ALIMPORT PURCHASES POULTRY FROM CANADA, BUT ON A CASH BASIS- Montreal, Canadá-basad MTD Training Internacional reported that Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba, has made a first purchase of frozen chicken leg quarters from the company since December 2001, when Alimport commenced deliveries of poultry from United States-based companies under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (cash only or non-United States-origin financing) export of agricultural products and food products to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.

	MTD Training Internacional reported that the 1,000 metric tons of frozen chicken leg quarters, for delivery in February 2003, had a value of approximately US$650,000.00, which the company reported was above prices quoted by United States-based companies.

	MTD Trading International reported that the transaction would be on a cash basis, as the company continues to be owed several hundred thousand U.S. Dollars by Alimport for transactions, both completed and not completed, in 2001.


By agreeing to a cash transaction with MTD International Trading, a company that previously provided Alimport with financing ranging from approximately US$10 million to US$15 million, Alimport may be seeking to re-develop severed relationships with Canada-based companies; the government of the Republic of Cuba may be positioning a request for re-instatement of Canada government-guaranteed export financing; and the government of the Republic of Cuba may be seeking to demonstrate that cash basis transactions are possible with non-United States-based companies.  However, Canada-based companies continue to report outstanding accounts receivables with Republic of Cuba government-operated companies.
MEMBERS OF UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO VISIT CUBA IN FEBRUARY 2003- The Honorable Jim Kolbe (R- Arizona, 5th District) and The Honorable Jim Davis (D- Florida, 11th District), members of the United States House of Representatives, are scheduled to visit the Republic of Cuba from 27 February 2003 to 4 March 2003.

	Representative Kolbe is the chairman of the Subcommittee on Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and Related Programs of the Committee on Appropriations of the United States House of Representatives.  Representative Kolbe is a member of the Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies of the Committee on Appropriations of the United States House of Representatives.

	Representative Davis is a member of the Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade, and Consumer Protection of the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the United States House of Representatives.


MARSHALL DURBIN OF ALABAMA POULTRY INCLUDED IN JANUARY 2003 RATION IN HAVANA- Republic of Cuba nationals residing in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, reported that the monthly ration included chicken leg quarters from Birmingham, Alabama-based Marshall Durbin Companies, the 21st largest integrated broiler (poultry) company in the United States.  The poultry was exported to Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba, by Norwell, Massachusetts-based Boston Agrex Inc., an “international dealer and distributor of frozen food products.”  Boston Agrex Inc., which has sold other products to Alimport, participated in U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana (Pabexpo) in Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 through 30 September 2002.  The U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition was licensed by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C. 

	Republic of Cuba nationals receive a monthly ration book that authorizes the subsidized purchase of products, including approximately 1.5 pounds of chicken per month at 70 centavos (approximately US$.03) per pound.  In July 2002, chicken leg quarters sourced directly from United States-based companies were included in the monthly ration for the first time since 1959.


In January 2003, Alimport reported that the company was currently importing 10,000 metric tons of poultry per month from sources in the United States, Canada, Brazil, and other countries; of which approximately 6,500 metric tons was sourced from United States-based companies.

	The seven largest (in terms of U.S. Dollar revenues) integrated broiler (poultry) companies in the United States have exported products (primarily frozen chicken leg quarters) to the Republic of Cuba since December 2001.  


USDA REPORTS WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., reported that agricultural commodity exports to the Republic of Cuba for the period 17 January 2003 through 23 January 2003 included: 10,000 metric tons of corn, 15,600 metric tons of soybean cake and meal, and 11,000 metric tons of soybean oil.  

	The purchaser of the agricultural commodities was Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba.


ALIMPORT DELAYS SOME PURCHASES FROM UNITED STATES COMPANIES- Representatives of United States-based companies have reported that Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba, has delayed the delivery of some agricultural products and food products previously contracted for delivery in October 2002, November 2002, December 2002, and January 2003.

	The reasons for the delays include: 1) shortage of foreign exchange 2) shortage of container vessels due to a refusal by a carrier to expand schedules until a substantial number of containers were returned to the United States; the issue has been resolved 3) delay in the issuance of licenses from the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., and 4) issues relating to the role of Alimport as purchasing agent (for which a commission of 5% or more is received) for Republic of Cuba government-operated companies; some Republic of Cuba government-operated companies want to eliminate the agency role of Alimport, thus reducing the cost of products, specifically branded food products, to the consumer.


UNITED STATES COMPANIES EXPECT DIFFERENT EXPORT ENVIRONMENT IN 2003- Representatives of United States-based companies do not expect to export agricultural products and food products to the Republic of Cuba in 2003 at profit margins similar to 2002.  The majority of United States-based companies exporting agricultural products and food products to the Republic of Cuba in 2002 reported that the contracts were a) slightly profitable b) at break-even or c) unprofitable.  For 2003, even if the result is a lessening of export volume or suspension of exports, United States-based companies expect to establish a commercial environment that is devoid of extra-market considerations.

	According to a senior-level executive of a United States-based company that exported agricultural products to the Republic of Cuba in 2002, “Last year was ‘get to know you,’ and we made some deals that were not normal as a way to get our foot in the door, move the political process, get media attention.   This year, shouldn’t keep that up.  If that means less or no sales this year, OK.  There will be other opportunities…  We should not continue low margin sales as it creates an artificial environment that doesn’t help the Cubans change their system…  They will- already have, come to expect that we will accept little or no profit simply so that we can tell folks that we export to Cuba.  Politics and marketing aside, if we are not making money, we need to increase the price or look somewhere else.”   


VIETNAM REPORTS 2002 RICE EXPORTS TO CUBA- The government of Vietnam-operated Vietnam Food Association (Vinafood) has reported that Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba, purchased 8.5% of 2002 rice exports of 3.23 million metric tons.  The government of Vietnam and the government of the People’s Republic of China provide Alimport with substantial financing for rice purchases.

	Rice Quality
	Metric Tons
	Payment Terms

	5% Broken
	25,065 metric tons
	720 days

	25% Broken
	250,562 metric tons
	720 days

	Total
	275,627 metric tons
	


Alimport purchases 5% broken rice for use in the tourism sector and for sale at Republic of Cuba government-operated U.S. Dollar retail stores.  Alimport purchases 25% broken rice for distribution to Republic of Cuba nationals through the national ration system (six pounds of rice per month for .25 Centavos (approximately US$.01) per pound.

	Year
	Vietnam Rice Exports To Cuba
	China Rice Exports To Cuba

	2002
	275,627 metric tons
	216,282 metric Tons

	2001
	286,928 metric Tons
	195,922 metric Tons

	2000
	166,774 metric Tons
	225,510 metric Tons

	1999
	150,000 metric Tons
	226,933 metric Tons


Rice is the favored staple of Republic of Cuba nationals and consumption is estimated at a minimum 700,000 metric tons annually.  The government of the Republic of Cuba reported total rice production and imports were as follows, in metric tons:
	Year
	2002 (estimate)
	2001
	2000
	1999
	1998
	1997
	1996
	1995

	Imports
	588,809*
	482,850
	392,549
	448,787
	310,060
	290,564
	338,021
	335,938

	Production
	320,000
	325,539
	305,897
	368,633
	280,412
	418,848
	368,616
	222,846

	Total
	908,809
	777,086
	698,446
	817,420
	590,472
	709,412
	706,637
	558,784

	*Includes imports from Vietnam, People’s Republic of China, and 96,900

metric tons of rice reported as purchased from United States-based companies


THE FINANCIAL TIMES RANKS HAVANA THIRD AMONGST TOP TEN CITIES TO VISIT- On 25 January 2003, the newspaper, London, United Kingdom-based The Financial Times, ranked the “top ten cities to visit” as New York, New York; Bilbao, Spain; Havana, Republic of Cuba; Sydney, Australia; Barcelona, Spain; Tallinn, Estonia; Tokyo, Japan; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Florence, Italy; and Copenhagen, Denmark. 
	“Put on your dancing shoes.  Havana is the home of the best live music and dancing on the planet.  A night at La Casa de Musica or even the preposterous Tropicana nightclub will seduce you to the sexy beat of salsa and Merengue.  La Casa hosts legends such as Los Van Van, Irakere, NG La Banda and Afro-Cuba…  Add to this the romance of Che’s revolution, Fidel still there in his guerrilla fatigues, 1950’s Americana in hotels like the Riviera or the Capri, the ancient Cadillacs and Buicks and the Hemingway connection- all topped off by the cataclysmic events of the missile crisis and Bay of Pigs.  Against all the odds, this mouse is still roaring.”


MEMBER ADVISORY: INCORRECT STATEMENTS BY CONSULTANT- The following are written statements by a Washington, D.C.-based consultant who is a sponsor of a February 2003 conference planned for two days in Cancun, Mexico, and one “fully hosted” day in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba.  The first statement is false.  The second statement fundamentally misstates the self-proclaimed socialist character of the government of the Republic of Cuba, as confirmed by the electorate in a recent referendum; and equates the commercial, economic, and political environment for companies located in the United States, Canada, Japan, and United Kingdom, among other countries, with the commercial, economic, and political environment for Republic of Cuba government-operated companies.

	“Although the U.S. law allows for the sale of agricultural and medical products, this has not happened.  Part of the reason has to do with the Cuban pharmaceutical business itself.  But as much, if not more, has to deal with the fine print of the U.S. law.  Unlike the sale of agricultural products, there is a caveat to the sale of any medical products.  In the case of the latter, the seller must provide certification to the U.S. Government of the end user - which patient is consuming which pills or being examined by which product.  This condition has proven to be insurmountable.  U.S. firms do not have the resources to undertake such verification if indeed one could devise a suitable plan to undertake such an exercise.  And the Cuban Government objects on grounds of principle.  A change in the U.S. law must be made if any such sales are ever to occur.”


Fact: United States-based companies, through non-United States-based subsidiaries, sold healthcare products to the Republic of Cuba through 1992.  The Cuban Democracy Act (CDA), signed into law in October 1992, a) prohibited the continuation of healthcare product exports to the Republic of Cuba through non-United States-based subsidiaries of United States-based companies and b) re-authorized the direct export of healthcare products from United States-based companies to the Republic of Cuba.  Neither the CDA nor the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury requires information as to “which patient is consuming which pills or being examined by which product.”  The OFAC and the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce do require that United States-based companies verify (for example, a letter from Republic of Cuba government-operated MediCuba) that the product is 1) not being re-exported 2) not being used for torture 3) not being used for biotechnological research and 4) not being used in U.S. Dollar-generating activities.  Within the provisions of the CDA, United States-based companies have sold, and continue to sell, healthcare products to the Republic of Cuba.   

	“CIMEX [Republic of Cuba government-operated Corporacion Cimex S.A.] and all these entities I mentioned operate as free from Government control and oversight as any private sector firm in any country in the world.  They borrow on the international financial markets for their own account, they are audited by leading Western accounting firms, and they are flexible to undertake any business deal they want.” 


94% OF COMPANIES EXPORTING TO CUBA WANT NO CHANGE TO TSRA PAYMENT TERMS- A survey (conducted 14 January 2003 through 24 January 2003) of senior-level executives from 307 United States-based companies (healthcare product, food product, agricultural product) that have exported products to the Republic of Cuba or reasonably (according to the companies) expect to export products to the Republic of Cuba in 2003 has the following measures:   

	94% of United States-based companies that have exported products to the Republic of Cuba do not want a change in the cash-only provision and non-United States-origin financing provision contained within the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 and within the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992.

	96% of United States-based companies that reasonably expect to export products to the Republic of Cuba do not want a change in the cash-only provision and non-United States-origin financing provision contained within the TSRA and CDA.


Since September 2002, given the Republic of Cuba’s systemic shortage of foreign exchange (a result of selected commercial, economic, and political structures), resulting in chronic payment delays or defaults for commercial debt, United States-based companies have requested that members of the United States Congress and representatives of United States-based organizations cease efforts to change payment provisions contained within the TSRA.  Specifically, cease efforts to a) authorize United States-based companies to provide payment terms- 30 days, 60 days, 90 days; discounts for early payments (2% net 10 days; 2% net 30 days), etc., and b) authorize United States-based financial institutions to lend funds for exports to Republic of Cuba government-operated entities.  
	Throughout 2002 and throughout 2001, the government of the Republic of Cuba and Republic of Cuba government-operated companies failed to maintain payment schedules on commercial debt, commercial debt guaranteed by government agencies, and government-to-government obligations in countries including Canada, France, Spain, Mexico, Japan, Chile, and Brazil among other countries.  


Since December 2001, when the first agricultural products (valued at US$4.5 million) were delivered to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the TSRA, and for the period January 2002 through December 2002, when approximately US$155 million in agricultural products and food products were delivered to the Republic of Cuba, United States-based companies have reported no payment collection problems.  As a result, due to an absence of payment risk (due to provisions of the TSRA), the Republic of Cuba has become one of the safest export markets in the world today for United States-based companies.

	If new payment terms and United States-origin financing are authorized for agricultural product and food product exports to the Republic of Cuba, the potential incremental increase U.S. Dollar value would be outweighed by a 100% increase in risk.  Given the government of the Republic of Cuba’s chronic shortage of foreign exchange and despite the best of intentions, there would exist a substantial likelihood of payment delays or defaults as discharging payment obligations on a timely basis to United States-based companies would need no longer be required.  Non-United States-based companies with outstanding obligations from Republic of Cuba-based companies would demand that those obligations be rendered current prior to payments being made to United States-based companies.   


Mr. Jack Cassidy, Vice President of Greenwood Village, Colorado-based CoBank (2002 assets exceeded US$24 billion), the “only internationally recognized cooperative bank that is dedicated exclusively to serving U.S. agricultural and rural America,” has reported that given the current credit rating of the government of the Republic of Cuba, CoBank would not participate in financing agricultural product exports to the Republic of Cuba. 

	Any report of a payment delay or payment default would result in efforts by members of the United States Congress and representatives of the Executive Branch to re-legislate or re-regulate the TSRA in a more unattractive manner to United States-based companies, resulting in a substantial lessening of commercial interest toward the Republic of Cuba.     

	In November 2002, a senior-level executive of a United States-based company which has engaged in TSRA-authorized transactions with Republic of Cuba government-operated entities said, “Rather than focus upon increasing risk to U.S. companies, which is what a change in the TSRA would mean, the focus should be on expanding the range of ‘cash only’ products that can be exported to Cuba.  In this way, we can continue with ‘baby steps’ towards re-developing a normal commercial basis.  Only one default will be necessary for members of the U.S. Congress, the Bush Administration, the media, and commentators to say ‘told you so.’  The result would be an end to any widespread support for changing the commercial landscape between the two countries.  Let’s not mess with what is working for everyone.  Sure, perhaps without payment terms and financing our total exports are 10% to 15% less than with payment terms and financing, but I would rather go to bed knowing that I am going to get paid than go to bed wondering if my competitor in Canada will be paid or will I be paid.” 


REQUEST TO RE-AUTHORIZE DIRECT CORRESPONDENT BANKING FOR TSRA TRANSACTIONS- Representatives of United States-based companies, representatives of United States-based organizations, and Members of the United States Congress are expected to request that the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., re-authorize limited direct correspondent banking between the United States and the Republic of Cuba for transactions permitted by the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial (cash only or non-United States-origin financing) export of agricultural products and food products to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose; and for transactions permitted by the Cuban Democracy Act (CDA) of 1992, which re-authorized the direct commercial (cash only or non-United States-origin financing) export of healthcare products, with restrictions upon use (products may not be re-exported, used in torture, used for biotechnological research, or used for services which must be paid for in U.S. Dollars).     

	The proposed type of limited direct correspondent banking would require that all fund transfers originating in the Republic of Cuba be received by the United States-based financial institution designated by the United States-based company in advance of the loading of products to be exported to the Republic of Cuba.  A purpose of the proposed type of limited direct correspondent banking is to eliminate risk to United States-based companies.  

	The re-authorization of limited direct correspondent banking will decrease from approximately 72 hours to approximately 24 hours the time within which United States-based companies receive payments for products exported to the Republic of Cuba.   

	The re-authorization of limited direct correspondent banking will decrease transaction costs (bank fees, facsimile fees, overnight courier services, etc.) for United States-based companies associated with exports to the Republic of Cuba. 


UPDATE ON AGRICULTURAL AND FARMSTEAD EQUIPMENT EXPORT INITIATIVE- An increasing number of Members of the United States Congress, representatives of United States-based agricultural organizations, and representatives of United States-based companies are supporting executive branch consideration and legislative branch consideration to authorize the export of agricultural and farmstead equipment from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, on a cash-only basis or with non-United States-origin financing.  The definition of “agricultural and farmstead equipment” was determined in consultation with the St. Louis, Missouri-based Farm Equipment Manufacturers Association (FEMA) and the Milwaukee, Wisconsin-based Association of Equipment Manufacturers (AEM).  The Miami, Florida-based Cuban American National Foundation (CANF), the largest organization within the United States representing individuals of Cuban descent, does not object to the export of agricultural and farmstead equipment from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, provided such exports are on a cash-only basis or with non-United States-origin financing.   

	The Honorable George W. Bush, President of the United States, can issue an executive order to authorize the export of agricultural and farmstead equipment from the United States to the Republic of Cuba.


The authorization to export of agricultural and farmstead equipment from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, on a cash-only basis or with non-United States-origin financing, would be similar to the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct commercial export of food products and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  The TSRA authorizes foreign subsidiaries (not branches) of United States-based financial institutions to provide financing for exports to the Republic of Cuba and authorizes non-United States-based financial institutions to provide financing for exports to the Republic of Cuba.  The authorization to export agricultural and farmstead equipment would also need to specifically authorize travel to the Republic of Cuba for the purpose of marketing agricultural and farmstead equipment, as provisions of the TSRA restrict the current categories for travel to the Republic of Cuba. 

POULTRY FROM THE U.S. NOW AVAILABLE ON CITY OF HAVANA INFORMAL MARKET- Residents in the city of Havana report that poultry sourced from United States is now available on the informal market.  Frozen leg quarters sourced from Chicago, Illinois-based Chicago, Koch Foods, Inc., (2002 revenues approximately US$538 million) is available for US$25.00 for a 15-kilogram box and US$40.00 for a 22-kilogram box.  The products from Koch Foods, Inc. and frozen chicken leg quarters sourced from Laurel, Mississippi-based Sanderson Farms Inc. are being distributed through Republic of Cuba government-operated Peso ration stores in Havana, where the approximately 2.2 million residents receive subsidized food rations, including approximately 1.5 pounds of chicken per month at 70 centavos (approximately US$.03) per pound.  In June 2002, frozen chicken leg quarters sourced directly from United States-based companies were included in the ration for the first time since 1961.
BOULDER, COLORADO, ESTABLISHES SISTER CITY RELATIONSHIP WITH CUBA- On 17 December 2002, the City Council of Boulder, Colorado, has approved a resolution to establish a Sister City relationship with Yateras, Republic of Cuba. 

CAMPBELL SOUP COMPANY BRANDS AVAILABLE IN CUBA- Campbell’s brand soups (US$3.15 for 295 gram can of condensed soup, 2-3 servings) including Cream of Mushroom, Cream of Chicken, and Vegetable, manufactured by Norfolk, United Kingdom-based Campbell Grocery Products Ltd., a subsidiary of Camden, New Jersey-based Campbell Soup Company (2001 revenues exceeds US$6 billion) are available at the Republic of Cuba government-operated Palco Supermarket located in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba.

	Republic of Cuba government-operated Palacio de Convenciones de la Republica de Cuba (under the auspice of the Council of State of the Republic of Cuba) and Spain-based Alonso International S.A. are partners in the Palco Supermarket, which has six isles, four check-out lanes, a butcher shop, and bakery; features products from manufacturers located on the European continent, Canada, United States, and other countries, and some products manufactured in the Republic of Cuba.  The products, product quality, product variety, and product prices are higher than at other Republic of Cuba government-operated supermarkets located in Havana.  


Some United States brand food products available at the Palco Supermarket include: cereals, instant pudding, and saltine crackers sold under the Marsh brand of Indianapolis, Indiana-based Marsh International, a subsidiary of Indianapolis, Indiana-based Marsh Supermarkets, Inc. (2001 revenues approximately US$1.2 billion), Tabasco brand Pepper Sauces (green and red), manufactured for Avery Island, Louisiana-based McIlhenny Co.; and Haagan Dazs Ice cream (a subsidiary of Minneapolis, Minnesota-based General Mills, Inc., 2001 revenues US$13 billion).

	The Campbell’s brand soups manufactured in the United Kingdom have not been exported to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000, which re-authorized the direct export of agricultural products and food products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose. 


U.S. FOOD & AGRIBUSINESS EXHIBITION RANKED 7th IN IMPORTANCE AMONGST EVENTS IN 2002- Republic of Cuba government-operated National Information Agency (NIA) has ranked the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition held at the Palacio de Convenciones de la Habana (Pabexpo) in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, from 26 September 2002 through 30 September 2002, as the 7th most important Republic of Cuba-related event in 2002.  Ranking before the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition were government, political, social initiatives, and travels by H.E. Dr. Fidel Castro Ruz, President of the Republic of Cuba; ranking after the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition were the first national Olympic games, two hurricanes, and a Caribbean Economic Community Summit held in Havana.

	United States-based companies participating in the U.S. Food & Agribusiness Exhibition signed contracts and agreements for agricultural commodities and food products valued at approximately US$92.5 million, of which approximately US$50 million was scheduled for delivery during the first quarter of 2003. 


USDA INCLUDES CUBA IN MARKETING YEAR COMMODITY EXPORT RANKINGS FOR 2001/2002- The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, D.C., has reported the following information with respect to the ranking of agricultural commodity exports from the United States to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act of 2000 (TSRA) which re-authorized the direct commercial export (on a cash basis or with non-United States-origin financing) of agricultural products and food products to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  NOTE:  Since Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba, first commenced purchases of agricultural commodities (30,000 metric tons of corn from Decatur, Illinois-based Archer Daniels Midland Company, 2002 revenues US$22.5 billion) under provisions of the TSRA in December 2001, the purchases by Alimport have a greater significance when measured on a calendar year basis as the USDA marketing year for agricultural commodities includes up to six months (depending upon the agricultural commodity) of calendar year 2001.   

	Commodity
	Metric Tons
	Ranking For Marketing Year

	Corn
	200,400 metric tons
	29th of 56 (August to August)

	Soybeans
	57,200 metric tons
	32nd of 46 (August to August)

	Wheat (hard red winter)
	127,300 metric tons
	32nd of 77 (May to May)

	Rice (combined)
	71,600 metric tons
	14th of 82 (August to August)

	Rice (long grain rough)
	41,100 metric tons
	(July to July)

	Rice (long grain milled)
	30,500 metric tons
	(July to July)

	Soybean Cake & Meal
	97,100 metric tons
	(September to September)

	Soybean Oil
	27,100 metric tons
	(September to September)


	USDA Agricultural Commodity Exports For Week Ending 2 January 2003

	Commodity
	Outstanding Sales This Week
	Outstanding Sales Year Ago
	Accumulated Sales This Week
	Accumulated Sales Year Ago

	Hard Red Winter Wheat
	5,000 metric tons
	70,000 metric tons
	48,400 metric tons
	-0-

	Corn
	70,000 metric tons
	46,000 metric tons
	35,800 metric tons
	25,200 metric tons

	Soybeans
	20,000 metric tons
	12,000 metric tons
	37,700 metric tons
	-0-

	Soybean Cake
	40,000 metric tons
	20,000 metric tons
	32,400 metric tons
	-0-

	Soybean Oil
	18,000 metric tons
	10,000 metric tons
	8,500 metric tons
	-0-

	Rice (long grain rough)
	71,900 metric tons
	15,000 metric tons
	23,100 metric tons
	-0-

	Rice (long grain milled)
	25,000 metric tons
	9,100 metric tons
	-0-
	10,900 metric tons

	Rice (all)
	96,900 metric tons
	24,100 metric tons
	23,100 metric tons
	10,100 metric tons


PORT MANATEE IN FLORIDA IS 9th TRANSPORTATION POINT FOR TSRA EXPORTS TO CUBA- The Port of Manatee, Florida, is the 9th transportation point for agricultural products and food products exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba under provisions of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act of 2000 (TSRA) which re-authorized the direct commercial export (on a cash basis or with non-United States-origin financing) of agricultural products and food products to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.   

	States (ports) agricultural commodities shipped from the United States to the Republic of Cuba: Louisiana (New Orleans and Lake Charles); Mississippi (Gulfport and Pascagoula); Texas (Galveston, Houston, and Freeport); Florida (Jacksonville and Manatee).


NOVEMBER 2002 U.S. EXPORTS TO CUBA US$20.8 MILLION IN FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS- The Foreign Trade Division of the United States Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C., reported that the value of United States exports (defined as products exiting the borders of the United States whether sold or donated) to the Republic of Cuba during the month of November 2002 was US$21,548,832.00 of which US$20,814,160.00 was food products and agricultural products.  The first direct commercial export of agricultural products under the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act (TSRA) of 2000 was reported in December 2001.  The TSRA re-authorized the direct commercial (on a cash basis) export of food products (including branded food products) and agricultural products from the United States to the Republic of Cuba, irrespective of purpose.  

	Reporting Month
	U.S. Dollar Value Of TSRA-Authorized Exports To Cuba (2002-2001)
	2002 Monthly Ranking Based On

Ranking By 225 Export Markets

	December 2002
	Not Yet Reported
	Not Yet Reported

	November 2002
	US$20,814,160.00
	39th 

	October 2002
	US$3,996,542.00
	75th 

	September 2002
	US$14,131,180.00
	41st 

	August 2002
	US$10,727,270.00
	52nd 

	July 2002
	US$8,480,416.00
	57th

	June 2002
	US$17,943,951.00
	41st

	May 2002
	US$5,910,431.00
	55th

	April 2002
	US$17,770,491.00
	32nd

	March 2002
	US$8,068,623.00
	57th

	February 2002
	US$13,731,785.00
	45th

	January 2002
	US$9,658,659.00
	52nd

	Total 2002
	US$131,053,522.00
	47th (January through November)

	December 2001
	US$4,573,930.00
	144th

	Total 2001
	US$4,573,930.00
	144th

	Total TSRA Sales
	US$135,627,452.00
	


The U.S. Dollar values used in the statistical reports are generally defined as the U.S. Dollar price actually paid (or payable) for merchandise when sold for exportation, excluding import duties (if any), transportation, insurance, and other costs. 

	November 2002 United States Exports (sold and donated) To The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	November 2002
	2002 To Date

	0102100020
	Bovine Animals Live, Purebred Breeding Dairy Female
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$3,100.00

	0203292000
	Meat of Swine, NESOI, Processed, Frozen
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$48,300.00
	US$48,300.00

	0206220000
	Livers Of Bovine Animals, Edible, Frozen
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$74,981.00

	0206220000
	Livers Of Bovine Animals, Edible, Frozen
	Houston, Texas
	
	US$25,093.00

	0207120040
	Chickens, NESOI, Not Cut In Pieces, Frozen
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$172,063.00

	0207140010
	Chicken Cuts/Edbl Offl (Incl Livers), Frzn, Leg Qrtrs
	Tampa, Florida
	US$847,786.00
	US$1,784,317.00

	0207140010
	Chicken Cuts/Edbl Offl (Incl Livers), Frzn, Leg Qrtrs
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$597,577.00
	US$13,942,854.00

	0207140025
	Chicken Cuts/Edbl Offl (Incl Livers), Frzn, Legs Ex Qrtrs
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$80,826.00

	0207140050
	Chicken Cuts/Edbl Offl (Incl Livers), Frzn, Offal
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$32,890.00

	0207140090
	Chicken Cuts/Edbl Offl (Incl Livers), Frzn, Others
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$7,800.00
	US$1,396,374.00

	0207270010
	Trky Cuts/Edbl Offl (Incl Livers), Frzn, Legs W/Bone
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$20,510.00
	US$256,293.00

	0403900000
	Buttermilk/Kephir/Curdled Fermntd Acidfd Mlk & Crm
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$4,060.00

	0405100000
	Butter
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$50,652.00

	0406909550
	Cheese, Including Mixtures, NESOI
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$2,750.00

	0407000040
	Birds’ Eggs, In Shell, Fresh, Preserved Or Cooked
	Tampa, Florida
	US$132,278.00
	US$192,820.00

	0407000040
	Birds’ Eggs, In Shell, Fresh, Preserved Or Cooked
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$434,940.00

	0703102000
	Onion Sets, Fresh Or Chilled
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$21,420.00

	0713322000
	Small Red (Adzuki) Beans, Except Seed Drd, Shelled
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$22,500.00
	US$22,500.00

	0713395050
	Black Beans, Except Seed, Dried, Shelled
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$29,500.00
	US$29,500.00

	0173395050
	Pinto Beans, Except Seed, Dried, Shelled
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$6,110.00

	0808100000
	Apples, Fresh
	Mobile, Alabama*
	US$82,619.00
	US$229,802.00

	1001902055
	Wheat And Meslin, Except Seed, NESOI
	Houston, Texas
	
	US$22,788,519.00

	1005902030
	Yellow Dent Corn (Maize), U.S. No. 2 Except Seed
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	US$503,743.00
	US$6,349,504.00

	1005902035
	Yellow Dent Corn (Maize), U.S. No. 3 Except Seed
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	US$2,943,961.00
	US$16,389,426.00

	1006100000
	Rice In The Husk (Paddy Or Rough)
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	
	US$3,771,845.00

	1006309010
	Rice, Semi/Wholly Milled, NESOI, Long Grain
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$5,198.00

	1006309010
	Rice, Semi/Wholly Milled, NESOI, Long Grain
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	
	US$2,489,238.00

	1201000040
	Soybeans, Whether Or Not Broken, Ex Seed For Sowing
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	US$1,360,957.00
	US$17,510,015.00

	1501000020
	Lard
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$428,000.00

	1507100000
	Soybean Oil & Fractions, Crude, Wheth/Not Degummed
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	US$4,835,000.00
	US$10,315,859.00

	1507904050
	Soybean Oil, Fully Refined, NT Chemically Modified
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	US$3,906,000.00
	US$11,110,100.00

	1515290049
	Corn (Maize) Oil, Fully Refined, Nt Chem Modified
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$11,430.00

	1517100000
	Margarine, Excluding Liquid Margarine
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$16,040.00

	1602310020
	Prepared Meals Of Turkey
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$2,503.00

	1704100000
	Chewing Gum, Whether Or Not Sugar Coated
	Miami, Florida
	US$32,536.00
	US$52,854.00

	1806321000
	Choc/Cocoa Prep Confctnry Blk/Bar Ntov2kg Nt Filld
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$46,666.00

	1904100040
	Swelling/Roasting Cereal/Cereal Product Cont Sugar
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$28,304.00

	1904100080
	Swelling/Roasting Cereal/Cereal Product, No Sugar
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$12,334.00

	1905310000
	Cookies (Sweet Biscuits)
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$28,397.00

	1905400000
	Rusks, Toasted Bread And Similar Toasted Products
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$11,640.00

	1905901049
	Bread/Biscuit Etc, W/Nt Contain Choc Etc Frozen
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$4,360.00

	2001906500
	Vegt/Fruit/Nuts Etc NESOI Prep/Pres By Vinegar/Acetic Acid
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$6,082.00

	2002900060
	Tomato Paste
	Tampa, Florida
	US$14,438.00
	US$14,438.00

	2002900080
	Tomatoes NESOI Prep/Pres Ex By Vinegar Etc.
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$3,364.00

	2007100000
	Homogenized Preparatns Of Fruit (Subheading Note 2)
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$3,504.00

	2008997550
	Fruit/Edbl Plant Prts NESOI Othwse Prep/Pres NESOI
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$24,428.00

	2009790000
	Apple Juice, NESOI, No Vitamins, Unfermented
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$2,520.00

	2103204000
	Tomato Sauces, NESOI
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$19,035.00

	2103909020
	Mayonnaise
	Tampa, Florida
	US$86,880.00
	US$86,880.00

	2103204000
	Salad Dressings, NESOI
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$14,854.00

	2103909090
	Sauces And Preparations Therefor, NESOI
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$6,538.00

	2106906595
	Food Preparations, NESOI, Frozen
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$172,063.00

	2106907090
	Edible Preps, Not Canned/Frzn, N/Cont Sugar, NESOI
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$136,398.00

	2202100040
	Carbonated Soft Drinks, NESOI
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$13,731.00

	2304000000
	Soybean Oilcake & Oth Solid Residue, WH/Not Ground
	New Orleans, Louisiana
	US$5,328,775.00
	US$19,281,467.00

	2710111800
	Motor Fuel Blending Stock (Light Oils And Preps)
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$3,120.00

	2505900000
	Sands, Natural, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	US$5,861.00
	US$5,861.00

	2710193020
	Automotive, Diesel Or Marine Engne Lub Oils
	Tampa, Florida
	US$16,677.00
	US$16,677.00

	2807000000
	Sulfuric Acid And Oleam
	Tampa, Florida 
	US$3,045.00
	US$3,045.00

	2807000000
	Sulfuric Acid And Oleum
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$2,501.00

	2204214000
	Grape Wine NESOI Nov 14% Alcohol Cntrs 2L Or Less
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$42,152.00

	2204217000
	Grape Wine NESOI Nov 14% Alcohol Cntrs 2L Or Less
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$3,900.00

	2208400030
	Rum And Tafia, Containers Not Over 4 Liters Each
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$7,222.00

	2835250000
	Calcium Hydrogenorthophosphate (Dicalc Phosphate)
	New Orleans,

Louisiana
	
	US$1,000,725.00

	2839190000
	Silicate Of Sodium, Exc Sodium Metasilicate, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$5,872.00

	2917122000
	Salt And Ester Plasticizers Of Adipic Acid
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$7,262.00

	3004909190
	Medicaments In Meas Doses For Retail Sale, NESOI
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$5,585.00

	3100000000
	Fertiliers And Fert Materials
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$4,845.00

	3209100000
	Paints & Varnishes, In Nonaqueous Medium, Polyesters
	Tampa, Florida
	US$8,206.00
	US$13,307.00

	3402205100
	Surface-Active Preparation For Retail Sales, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	US$68,228.00
	US$74,255.00

	3402905010
	Washing Preparations
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$8,022.00

	3503006000
	Gelatin; Glue Animal Origin, Exc Caesin Glue, NESOI
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$25,347.00

	3808900000
	Rodentcides And Similar Products, For Retail Sale
	Tampa, Florida
	US$5,722.00
	US$23,704.00

	3909506000
	Polyurethanes, Except Elastomeric
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$88,200.00

	3917210000
	Tubes, Pipes & Hoses, Rigid, Of Polymrs Of Ethylene
	Tampa, Florida
	US$4,721.00
	US$4.721.00

	3920630000
	Plate, Etc, Noncell, Nt Rein, Unsaturated Polyesters
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$10,488.00

	3923290000
	Sacks & Bags (Including Ones) Of Other Plastics
	Tampa, Florida 
	US$5,690.00
	US$5,690.00

	3923290000
	Sacks & Bags (Including Cones) Of Other Plastics
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$10,500.00

	3926100000
	Office Or School Supplies Of Plastic
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$48,443.00

	4011010000
	Radial Tires Kind Used On Motor Cars
	Tampa, Florida
	US$7,476.00
	US$52,482.00

	4015900000
	Article Of Apparel, Exc Glove, Vulcanize Rub, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$24000.00

	4407260000
	Wht Lauan/Mercanti/Seraya,Yellow Mercanti Etc Lumber
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$14,586.00

	4818200020
	Towels Of Paper Pulp/Paper/Cellulose Wadding/Webs
	Tampa, Florida
	US$7,846.00
	US$7,846.00

	4901990040
	Bibles/Testament/Prayer Books Oth Religious Books
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$2,516.00

	4901990092
	Printed Matter NESOI 5-48 Pages Each Excl Covers
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$5.032.00

	4902100000
	Newspapers, Journals, Periodicals, 4 Times A Week
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$3,028.00

	4902905000
	Journals/Periodicals NESOI, Incl Singl Issues Tied
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$2,876.00

	4911100090
	Trade Advertising Material, Printed, NESOI
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$11,900.00

	4911910040
	Pictures, Designs And Photographs, Printed, NESOI
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$19,108.00

	6809110000
	Plstr Brds Etc Nt Orna, FCD W PPR O PPRBRD Only
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$5,122.00

	6910100050
	Sanitary Fixtures Of Porcelain Or China, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$693,477.00

	7301100000
	Sheet Piling Of Iron Or Steel
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$6,300.00

	7306606500
	Oth PS TB HP Wld NonCrc CS Alloy Steel
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$107,550.00

	7308909030
	Sheet-Metal Roofng Siding Flring, Iron Or Steel
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$6,400.00

	7312193500
	Stranded Wire Of Iron Or Steel, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$29,334.00

	8205599000
	Handtool Incl Glass Cutter & Parts Basemetal NESOI
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$4,806.00

	8310000000
	Sgn Plts Nos A Smbls Et Bm Excpt Of Hdg 9405
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$4,920.00

	8402900010
	Heat Exchangers
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$9,331.00

	8408205000
	Diesel Eng For Vehicles Of Chapter 87, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	US$6,634.00
	US$6,634.00

	8409914000
	Parts F Spark Ign Eng F Rd Tr, Bus, Auto Or Trucks
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$37,992.00

	8412909015
	Prts Of Hydrlc Engs & Mtrs, Excpt Linear Acting
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$3,819.00

	8413500080
	Hydraulic Fluid Power Pumps, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$10,053.00

	8413702004
	Submersible Pumps, Centrifugal
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$6,619.00

	8414304000
	Compressors, Refrig And Air-Cond, Not Exc ¼ HP
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$6,253.00

	8414809000
	Air Or Vacum Pumps, MESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	US$5,609.00
	US$5,609.00

	8415820135
	Central Station Air Handlers Used With Water Chiller
	Tampa, Florida
	US$104,000.00
	US$104,000.00

	8421290040
	Hydraulic Fluid Power Filters, Rated GT/= 1000 KPA
	Tampa, Florida
	US$3,340.00
	US$9,320.00

	8421990040
	Parts, Filtering Of Purifying Appartus
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$3,819.00

	8426990000
	Lifting Machinery, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$69,000.00

	8481805060
	Bath, Shower, Sink & Lavatory Faucets, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$25,534.00

	8504312000
	Transformers, NESOI, Unrated
	Tampa, Florida
	US$76,380.00
	US$97,117.00

	8504900080
	Parts, NESOI, For Electrical Inductors
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$5,476.00

	8511906020
	Parts For Internal Combustion Engine Dstbr Points
	Tampa, Florida
	US$63,916.00
	US$63,916.00

	8516100040
	Electric Storage Water Heaters
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$6,360.00

	8525203055
	Radio Transceivers, NESOI, GT 400 mhz
	Ogdensburg, New York
	
	US$21,180.00

	8528210000
	Video Monitors, Color
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$40,258.00

	8529102090
	Television Antenna Reflectors
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$240,000.00

	8529106000
	Antennas & Parts, NESOI, For Hog 8525 To 8528
	Ogdensburg, New York
	
	US$15,400.00

	8535210000
	Automatic Circuit Breakers (1000 V- 72.5 KV)
	Tampa, Florida
	US$2,980.00
	US$5,533.00

	8543909500
	Parts, NESOI, For Electrical Machines, NESOI
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$8,010.00

	8544700000
	Insulated Optical Fiber Cables With Indvuly Sh Fbr
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$26,739.00

	8703230090
	Vehicles, NESOI, Used, Eng Exc 1500, Not Exc 3000 cc
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$5,700.00

	8703240010
	Ambulances, Hearses, Prison Vans, New, GT 3000 CC
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$10,000.00

	8704320010
	Truck, Sprk Ing Eng, GVW (5-9 Metric Tons)
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$14,000.00

	8706001520
	Chassis Fitted W/Eng, For Passenger Automobile, Als
	Tampa, Florida
	US$20,000.00
	US$286,775.00

	8716400000
	Trailers And Semi-Trailers, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$4,000.00

	8903992000
	Outboard Motorboats
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$6,000.00

	9028200000
	Liquid Meters
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$58,500.00

	9405990000
	Parts For Lamps And Lighting Fittings, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	US$2,671.00
	US$2,671.00

	9802100000
	Commingled Food Products, Donated, Relief/Charity
	Mobile, Alabama*
	
	US$265,262.00

	9802100000
	Commingled Food Products, Donated, Relief/Charity
	Miami, Florida
	US$13,000.00
	US$13,000.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & Pharmaceutical Products, Donated
	Ogdensburg, New York
	
	US$150,859.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & Pharmaceutical Products, Donated
	San Juan, Puerto Rico
	
	US$150,298.00

	9802200000
	Medicinal & Pharmaceutical Products, Donated
	Miami, Florida
	US$300,000.00
	US$393,448.00

	9802300000
	Medicinal & Pharmaceutical Products, Donated
	Miami, Florida
	
	US$7,971.00

	9802400000
	Articles Donated For Relief/Charity, NESOI
	Ogdensburg, New York
	
	US$146,962.00

	9802400000
	Articles Donated For Relief/Charity, NESOI
	New York,

New York
	
	US$9,000.00

	9802400000
	Articles Donated For Relief/Charity, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	
	US$170,011.00

	9802400000
	Articles Donated For Relief/Charity, NESOI
	San Juan, Puerto
	
	US$285,670.00

	9802400000
	Articles Donated For Relief/Charity, NESOI
	Miami, Florida
	US$15,670.00
	US$700,619.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$21,548,832.00
	US$135,901,214.00

	*While the reporting district is Mobile, Alabama, the shipping port is Gulfport, Mississippi.


	The values do not necessarily include the export of informational materials (defined as books, magazines, music product, television programs, motion pictures, etc.) and “humanitarian packages” sent from the United States to the Republic of Cuba to Republic of Cuba nationals which are neither required to be licensed by nor required to be reported to the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Department of the Treasury in Washington, D.C., or by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the United States Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C. 


	2002 United States Imports From The Republic Of Cuba

	HS Code
	Product Description
	District
	2002

	8524320000
	Discs For Laser Reading Systems, Reprod Sound Only
	Miami, Florida
	US$4,984.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, Drawing And Pastels Exc Of Heading 4906
	New York, New York
	US$22,500.00

	9701100000
	Paintings, Drawing And Pastels Exc Of Heading 4906
	Miami, Florida
	US$51,500.00

	9801001097
	Products Of U.S. Returned After Being Export, NESOI
	Tampa, Florida
	US$30,896.00

	9801001097
	Products Of U.S. Returned After Being Export, NESO
	Mobile, Alabama
	192,012.00

	Total US$
	
	
	US$301,892.00


MARSH OF INDIANA INCREASING PRODUCT VARIETIES AT SUPERMARKETS IN CUBA- The variety of Marsh brand products exported from the United States to the Republic of Cuba by Indianapolis, Indiana-based Marsh International, a subsidiary of Indianapolis, Indiana-based Marsh Supermarkets, Inc. (2002 revenues exceeded US$1 billion) continues to increase at Republic of Cuba government-operated U.S. Dollar retail stores.  

	Marsh brand cereals, gelatin desserts, instant pudding, pie filling, and hot cocoa mix have been available since 14 October 2002.  The products were the first United States-manufactured branded food products exported directly from the United States to the Republic of Cuba since 1963.  Since January 2003, Marsh brand cookies, canned vegetables, canned fruit, jams, salad dressings, and condiments have been available. 


Canned vegetables, from peas to string beans and mixed vegetables in 14.9 ounce cans are US$1.25 to US$1.75; canned fruit, pears and fruit cocktail in 15 ounce cans, are US$2.60 and for 30 ounce cans are US$4.00; 18 ounce jar of Concord grape jelly is US$2.25; 18 ounce jar of marmalade is US$4.00; 16 ounce bottles of French, Ranch and Italian salad dressings are US$4.75; cookies are US$3.50 per package to US$5.50 per package; 15 ounce package of Chunky chocolate chip cookies is US$5.40; 18 ounce package of Chewy chocolate chip cookies is US$5.50; a 36 ounce bottle of tomato ketchup is US$3.45.

	Marsh International was the first United States-based company to contract with Empresa Cubana Importadora Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Cuba, for private label packaged food products.  Twenty-five containers of various quantities of 140 different Marsh-branded food products, valued at approximately US$750,000.00, were delivered in July 2002 and August 2002.  The Marsh-branded products (and some nationally-recognized brands) purchased by Alimport included condiments, snack foods, baby food, cookies, beverages, pasta, preserves, confections, and soups, among others.   


Other Marsh products available in the Republic of Cuba include: Shredded Wheat, Crispy Rice, Bran Flakes, Magic Stars and Fruit Rings is US$4.80 (14 ounce box) to US$5.45 (19 ounce box); gelatin desserts are US$0.80 per 0.44 ounce box; instant pudding and pie filling are US$0.80 per 3.9 ounce box; a 20 ounce can of hot cocoa mix is US$4.10. 

SANDERSON FARMS OF MISSISSIPPI POULTRY INCLUDED IN JANUARY 2003 RATION IN HAVANA- Republic of Cuba nationals residing in the city of Havana, Republic of Cuba, reported that the monthly ration included chicken leg quarters from Laurel, Mississippi-based Sanderson Farms Inc.  Republic of Cuba nationals receive a monthly ration book that authorizes the subsidized purchase of products, including approximately 1.5 pounds of chicken per month at 70 centavos (approximately US$.03) per pound.  In July 2002, chicken leg quarters sourced directly from United States-based companies were included for the first time since 1959.

DRIED BEAN PRODUCTION, IMPORTS, AND PRICE UPDATE- Republic of Cuba government-operated Empresa Cubana Importadora de Alimentos (Alimport), under the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Trade of the Republic of Cuba (MINCEX), reported that dried bean and dried pea imports were approximately 200,000 metric tons in 2001; and approximately 100,000 metric tons of beans were produced within the Republic of Cuba.  Approximately 40% of the dried beans and dried peas were sourced from the People’s Republic of China, with the remainder primarily from Canada, Mexico, and countries in The Americas and in the Caribbean Sea-area.  

	United States-based companies have, since September 2002, contracted with Alimport for the delivery (fourth quarter 2002 through first quarter 2003) of approximately 1,000 metric tons of peas and beans, with a total value of approximately US$2 million.   


After rice, dried beans and dried peas have the largest consumption by Republic of Cuba nationals- on rice, in soup, or cooked with rice (Congri); beans prepared in styles favored by Mexican nationals are not popular in the Republic of Cuba.  Approximately 50% of the 100,000 metric tons of dried beans produced in the Republic of Cuba in 2001 were grown by Republic of Cuba government-operated farms and Republic of Cuba government-operated cooperatives (Units of Basic Cooperative Production) and 50% of the 100,000 metric tons of dried beans were grown by private farms and private cooperatives as follows:

.
	Year
	2001
	2000
	1999
	1998
	1997
	1996

	Metric Tons
	99,100
	106,300
	76,800
	42,200
	33,400
	29,100


	Total Imports Of Leguminous Vegetables, Dried Shelled (HS Code 0713)

	Reporting Country
	U.S. Dollar Values
	% Share
	%Change

	
	1999
	2000
	2001
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2001/2000

	China
	316,510.00
	26,495,129.00
	24,271,303.00
	0.45
	75.14
	61.72
	-8.39

	Canada
	55,044,585.00
	78,26,967.00
	14,312,789.00
	78.6
	22.2
	36.4
	82.87

	Spain
	686,783.00
	376,712.00
	587,183.00
	0.98
	1.07
	1.49
	55.87

	Argentina
	9,946,196.00
	288,462.00
	79,529.00
	14.2
	0.82
	0.2
	-72.43

	Mexico
	467,348.00
	270,634.00
	71,066.00
	0.67
	0.77
	0.18
	-73.74

	Estonia
	0
	0
	157.00
	0
	0
	0
	

	Trinidad & Tobago
	0
	0
	40.00
	0
	0
	0
	

	France
	3,413,073.00
	0
	0
	4.87
	0
	0
	

	Netherlands
	122,865.00
	2,558.00
	0
	0.18
	0.01
	0
	-100

	Chile
	35,887.00
	0
	0
	0.05
	0
	0
	

	Reporting Total
	70,033,247.00
	35,260,462.00
	39,322,067.00
	100
	100
	100
	11.52


Alimport and Beijing, People’s Republic of China-based government-operated International Trading Company Ltd. (CMEC), signed a contract on 7 November 2002 for the delivery of 47,000 metric tons of beans (black, white, brown) in 2003 valued at US$19 million.  A similar contract for delivery in 2002 was signed in 2001.  The government of the People’s Republic of China is reportedly providing financing for the purchases.  

	The General Administration of Customs (GAC) of the People’s Republic of China reported the following values for exports of dried kidney beans and dried russet beans to Alimport:

	Year
	U.S. Dollar Value
	Quantity

	2002 (January through November)
	US$22,375,122.00
	70,618,400 kilograms

	2001
	US$24,271,303.00
	79,318,850 kilograms

	2000
	US$26,495,129.00
	68,482,705 kilograms

	1999
	US$316,510.00
	987,200 kilograms

	1998
	-0-
	-0-

	1997
	
	99,031 metric tons


Ottawa, Canada-based government of Canada-operated Statistics Canada reported the following values (CA$1.00=US$.65) for exports of various beans to Alimport:

	HS Code 
	Description (2002- January Through November)
	Quantity

(kilograms) 
	CA$

Value

	12010090 
	Soya beans, nes 
	532,825
	22,112,400.00 

	12010020 
	Soya beans, for oil extraction 
	14,265,332
	4,064,159.00 

	07133999 
	Beans dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split, nes 
	70,806
	62,661.00 

	07133992 
	Black beans, dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split 
	307,088
	264,548.00 

	07133991 
	Pinto beans, dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split 
	83,933
	55,658.00 

	07133391 
	Navy/white pea beans dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split, nes 
	222,041
	181,369.00 

	07133290 
	Beans, small red (Adzuki) dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split, nes 
	64,457
	66,903.00 


	HS Code 
	Description (2001)
	Quantity (kilograms)
	CA$

Value 

	20055900 
	Beans nes prepr or presvd, o/t by vinegar, acetic acid or sugar, not frozen 
	1,230
	1,230.00 

	12010090 
	Soya beans, nes 
	1,973,364
	888,055.00 

	07135090 
	Broad beans & horse beans, o/t seed, dried, shelled, whether/not skinned or split 
	42,638
	40,792.00 

	07133999 
	Beans dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split, nes 
	14,63,757
	681,152.00 

	07133992 
	Black beans, dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split 
	203,409
	137,341.00 

	07133991 
	Pinto beans, dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split 
	171,284
	125,914.00 


	HS Code 
	Description (2001)
	Quantity

(kilograms)
	CA$

Value 

	07133399 
	Kidney beans, nes, dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split 
	42,638
	35,572.00 

	07133393 
	Red kidney beans, light, dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split, nes 
	6,000
	4,317.00 

	07133392 
	Red kidney beans, dark, dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split, nes 
	54,572
	28,795.00 

	07133391 
	Navy/white pea beans dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split, nes 
	934,784
	630,517.00 

	07133190 
	Beans,Vigna mungo Hepper/vigna rad Wilczek,dried/shell,w/n skinned or split,nes 
	21,319
	12,026.00 


	HS Code 
	Description (2000)
	Quantity (kilograms)
	CA$

Value 

	12010090 
	Soya beans, nes 
	1,595,213
	732,528.00 

	12010020 
	Soya beans, for oil extraction 
	625,767
	246,992.00 

	07133990 
	Beans dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split, nes 
	127,913
	76,085.00 

	07133930 
	Great Northern beans, dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split 
	21,319
	13,295.00 

	07133920 
	Black beans, dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split 
	67,012
	67,356.00 

	07133910 
	Pinto beans, dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split 
	1,106,497
	615,324.00 

	07133321 
	Red kidney beans, dark, dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split 
	39,008
	46,968.00 

	07133310 
	White pea beans dried shelled, whether or not skinned or split 
	57,029
	52,053.00 

	07133200 
	Beans, small red (Adzuki) dried, shelled, whether or not skinned or split 
	87,276
	59,716.00 


	Canada Exports To Cuba Of Dry Pea And Bean Farming (NAICS 111130)

	Year
	U.S. Dollar Value

	2002 (January Through October)
	US$12,385,000.00

	2001
	US$14,314,759.00

	2000
	US$7,788,887.00

	1999
	US$55,287,887.00

	1998
	US$42,933,221.00

	1997
	US$26,798,364.00


	Mexico Exports To Cuba Of Beans (HS 0713)

	Year
	U.S. Dollar Value

	2002 (January Through October)
	US$62,000.00

	2001
	US$110,000.00

	2000
	US$393,000.00

	1999
	US$700,000.00


Prices for beans vary widely throughout the Republic of Cuba.  The government of the Republic of Cuba, as part of the monthly subsidized food ration to all 11.217 million Republic of Cuba nationals, provides one pound of dried beans or dried peas per month (at 20 Centavos to 30 Centavos, approximately US$0.01) per pound; the government of the Republic of Cuba reported that approximately 68,500 metric tons of dried beans and dried peas were distributed through the ration in 2001.

	At farmers markets in the Republic of Cuba, where prices are established within parameters approved by the government of the Republic of Cuba, and generally reflect market-based supply and demand.  Prices per pound (in Pesos) were as follows during the first week of January 2003:


	Bean Type
	Havana
	Camaguey
	Santiago de Cuba

	Black
	12
	8
	10

	Kidney
	12
	8
	9

	White
	12
	8
	12

	Garbanzo
	13
	13
	13


During the first week of January 2003, in the city of Havana at Republic of Cuba government-operated markets (where maximum prices are established by the government of the Republic of Cuba), dried beans were 8 Pesos to 11 Pesos per pound; at Republic of Cuba government-operated grocery stores, dried black beans were 11 Pesos per pound and dried white beans at 10 Pesos per pound; at the largest Republic of Cuba government-operated U.S. Dollar supermarket in Havana, dried black beans imported from Spain were US$2.90 per Kilogram, dried kidney beans and dried white beans were US$2.55 per kilogram, 500-gram packages of Republic of Cuba-produced dried white beans were US$1.30 and dried black beans and dried kidney beans were US$1.35.  [image: image2][image: image3][image: image4]
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